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Gains Against Raeism

Lauded by Kleindienst

By a Washington Post Staff Writer

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug
15—Attorney General Richard
G. Kleindienst said today
Ameriea is “purging is soul of
the stain of racism” and as-
erted that the Nixon adminis-
tration has filed more legal ac-
tions against discrimination
than any other.,

Partly because of “he moral
power of the law, bigory is in
retreat and human under-
standing has won new victo-
ries in the hears of Ameri-
cans,” Kleindienst said.

The atorney general spoke
of changes in attitudes toward
civil righs and civil liberties
in a keynote speech to the an-
nual convention of the Ameri-
can Bar Association.

Changed attitudes on ecivil
rights, he said, have been fos-
tered by the Justice Depart-
ment-under boh political par-
1es. ‘

He added, “Despite partisan
claims to he contrary, I am
pleased to note hat i virtuaily
every civil rights category—

1

education, employment, hous-
ing, voting and public accom-
modations—we have brought
actions against more defend-
ants in he same period of time
han any previous administra-
tion.”

He said that, “We are forg-
ing a whole new spectrum of
rights—women’s egual oppor-
tunity rights, prisoners’ rights
the right of indigent defend-
ants to paid legal counsel—
rights that were glossed over
by a less sensitive society a
generation ago.”

Despite charges the adminis-
tration has taken a “repres-
sive” attitude toward demon-
strations, Kleindienst said,
“Massive peaceful demonstra-
tions are not only permitted
but are accommodated by ex-
traordinary leeway in the use
of public preperty, even to the
inconvenience of others.”

On the other hand, Klein-
dienst said it had been neces-
sary to draw the line when
people “of ome viewpoint at-
tack the right of others

through the bomb or the bul-
let.

“And I would point out that
this firmness in the public de-
fense, coupled with the real-
ization that change can be ac-
complished by the peaceful
process that we have created
for ourselves, has effectively
curbed the mob violence that
was threatening the very sta-
bility of our country three and
a half years ago.”

At a news conference Mon-

ay, Kleindienst promised
sweeping arrests in Miami
Beach should unruly demon-
strators get out of hand dur-
ing the Republican National|

onvention. ‘




