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Stronger Informatlon Act Proposed

Admzmstratzon _ Atlempt toCu Ac ce %

by the Socnety of ‘Pro}ess:onal Jour ic mterest “balancmg test” £or the
“nalists (Sigma Delta’ Chi), : ‘whose " “release ‘of national ‘security “infor-
o spokesmen descrxhed it as an effort. - mation, to' eliminate most: of the.
After years of fendmg off admin | intent” of .~ secrecy currently accorded “inter-
istration attempts to undercut the ¢19-year " nal personnel rules.and practices,”
Freedom. of Information:Act,: twe -An administration-backed: bilt to-~ and to restrict the present exemp-
rankingyDemioctats on.’th House ore ', tion for ,gecords coucemmg banks
Govemment *Ope;atlon ) tirrently awaiting “and othes financial institutjons.
héarings " in nate J“dIC’arYJ .- Also, ‘standard . fee" schedules
Commlttee would. be .imposed. ‘throughout . the
- The.'néw " proposal_goes in the, : government, . federal courts would
{ ppnstte direction lt includes a' new, ‘be empowered-ta impose $25-a-day
sec xplicitly - prolubmng the . ‘fines . for -unwarraiited delays, :and
, wntholdmg of documents “in order “the law would. be broadened to cov-
to conceal vnolatlons_of law, ineffi- . - the_White. House, the Smithson-
mn,Instltutlon and qther agencnes
now beyond itsreach.” " -
igma. Delta’ Chx spokesmen ‘say
the bill represents the f rst attempt
©.FO

House Sponsors Crztzczze

* By George Lardner dJr. ‘?// 7/25

Washington Post. Staff Wnter

‘ agenda for strengthemng he law
- instead of weakening it,

“The time has.come to assert the

" public interest:over administrative

license,” - Rep. Gerald D. Kleczka

.-(D-Wis,) said in mtroducmg a hill

“'designed. to- increase -the flow of gency.” / o
K mformatxon under the statute, It would also Sh‘ff supe msxon °f

gency. comphance ‘with the lawi:

_He said government agencne Hrom the Justice Department to.the”

have too often taken advantage archivist. of the United Stat es;who

vaguely worded exemptions, ti ‘wOuld have the power | to issue bmd’\
'consummg delays dnd unfair fees to.

ing intepretations and advisory op-"
' prevent; the disclosure: of. teg:o;'ds mngons. 'I?he Justice Departme:l{ n tmty ta.public scrutiny, -/
~“that ought to be made public:’

“The" " “der both Presidents Jimniy Carter " - Enacted‘in; 1966,  the law was
 current- administration,” -Kleczka " and: Reagidn ‘has been the font of - largely inefféctive until Congress
-said, “has pmven partlcularly adept ‘proposals to restrict the FOIA, and’ **enacted amendments in' 1974 that
at this.” t S A ‘defenders of the act say the depart- » made it enforceable and effectively
Jom)ng hlm in sponsormg the bﬂl”; -ment has been perhaps the greatest - applied it for the first tithié’ to( agen-

‘ ~was Rep. Glenn English (D-Okla.);’ obstacle to effective admlmstratlon -, cies. such as ‘the FBI. and_ e CIA.
0 : the “subcommittee chairman.:. The . . Other sections of the bill are de-: ' Govemment agencies have" been
“ measire was developed and backed' sngned to, restore the so-called pub— complammg about it ever mce .

-—,-.'

does in, opening up. go'\'vemment ac-

-



