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A
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errigan, D
ouglas Says 

S
 

r I 

B
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etty M
edsger 
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r
ite

r
 , 

H
A

R
R

ISB
U

R
G
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B

I -in
fo

rm
a
n

t B
o
y
d

 F
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D
ou

glas testified
 tod

ay th
at 

im
p

rison
ed

 p
riest P

h
ilip

 B
en

t-
on

 ask
ed

 h
im

 to sm
u

ggle let- 
ters for h

im
 th

e first d
ay th

ey 
m

et a
t: L

ew
isb

u
rg

 F
ed

era
l 

P
en

iten
tia

ry
 in

 la
te A

p
ril, 

1970. • 
A

n
d

 In
 M

ay, 1970, D
ou

glas 
sa

id
, B

errig
a
n

 to
ld

 h
im

 o
f 

p
lan

s for an
tiw

ar action
s an

d
 

rep
o

rted
. h

e h
a

d
, in

sp
ected

 
h

eatin
g d

u
cts b

en
eisth

 fed
eral 

buildings in W
ashington. 

D
ou

glas said
 b

e agreed
 at 

once to carry the letters. 
T

h
e d

efen
se h

is so
u

g
h

t to
 

d
ep

ict D
ou

glas as "
an

 agen
t 

p
ro

v
o
ca

teu
r a

lleg
in

g
 it w

a
s 

h
e, n

o
t B

er rig
a

n
, w

h
o

 su
g

-
gested

 sm
uggling  letters. 

D
ou

glas said
 h

e p
rep

ared
 

h
is b

etrayal of B
errigan

 from
 

the start so authorities "w
ould 

realize th
e th

reat of th
ese p

eo-
ple to the U

nited States." 

D
ou

glas said
 h

e p
rep

ared
 

h
is b

etrayal of B
errigan

 from
 

th
e start so authorities "w

ould 
rea

lize th
e th

rea
t o

f th
ese 

p
eop

le to th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates."

 
D

o
u

g
la

s sa
id

 h
e rea

d
 th

e 
con

ten
ts of th

e letters b
egin

-
ning w

ith the first one prepar-
in

g for th
e d

ay w
h

en
 p

rison
 

officials w
ould catch him

. 
N

u
m

erou
s letters alleged

ly 
exch

an
ged

 b
etw

een
 B

errigan
 

a
n

d
 S

ister E
liza

b
eth

 M
c-

A
lister, a N

ew
 Y

ork
 n

u
n

 w
h

o 
a
lso

 is a
 d

efen
d

a
n

t, a
re th

e 
core of th

e govern
m

en
t's case 

again
st th

e seven
 d

efen
d

an
ts, 

w
h

o are ch
arged

 w
ith

 con
sp

ir-
acy to k

id
n

ap
 p

resid
en

tial ad
-

v
iser H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er, to

 
b

om
b

 tu
n

n
els u

n
d

er fed
eral 

b
u

ild
in

gs in
•W

ash
in

gton
 an

d
 

to raid
 fed

eral offices. 
D

ou
glas said

 h
e k

ep
t cop

ies 
of th

e letters an
d

 rem
em

b
ered

 
h

is con
versation

s w
ith

 B
erri-

gan. 
T

he 31-year-old D
ouglas sal  h

e also w
as m

otivated
 to in

-
form

 b
y virtu

e of th
e fact th

at 
"

everyon
e I h

ad
 m

et at th
at 

tim
e w

a
s in

 a
 clerica

l field
. 

I'm
 a C

ath
olic an

d
 h

ad
 b

een
 

b
rou

gh
t u

p
 a very strict C

ath
-

olic."
 S

ix of th
e seven

 d
efen

d
-

a
n

ts a
re p

resen
t o

r fo
rm

er 
priests and nuns. 

W
h

en
 B

errigan
 arrived

 at 
L

ew
isb

u
rg, D

ou
glas w

as on
 a 

stu
d

y
-relea

se p
ro

g
ra

m
 a

t 
B

u
clm

ell U
n

iversity, w
h

ere h
e 

sa
id

 h
e m

et P
ro

f. R
ich

a
rd

 
D

rin
n

on
, th

e ch
airm

an
 of th

e 
h

istory d
ep

artm
en

t. A
t th

e re-
q

u
est of D

rin
n

on
, h

e said
, h

e 
m

et B
errigan

 w
h

en
 h

e arrived
 

a
t th

e p
riso

n
 a

n
d

 a
sk

ed
 if 

"
th

ere w
as an

yth
in

g I cou
ld

 
do for him

.", 
A

t that point, standing there 
In

 th
e p

rison
 yard

, said
 D

ou
g-

las, B
errigan

 ask
ed

 h
im

, "
Is 

th
ere an

y w
ay you

 cou
ld

 get a 
m

essage ou
t or m

ak
e a p

h
on

e 
call to a frien

d
 for m

e?"
 

B
egin

n
in

g th
e n

ext d
ay, said

 
D

ou
glas, h

e took
 B

errigan
 let- ters to

 S
ister E

liza
b

eth
 M

c-
A

lister ou
t of th

e p
rison

 an
d

 
g
a
v
e th

em
 to

 D
rin

n
o
n

. B
u

t 
later, he said, B

errigan said he 
w

a
n

ted
 to

 crea
te a

 sy
stem

 
w

ith
 "

m
ail d

rop
s"

 in
 L

ew
is-

b
u

rg an
d

 N
ew

 Y
ork

 b
ecau

se 
he did not trust D

rinnon. 
T

h
ou

gh
 h

e said
 h

e h
ad

 read
 

an
d

 cop
ied

 th
e letters alleg-

ed
ly given

 h
im

 b
y B

errigan
, 

D
ouglas said, "I, started to be-

co
m

e q
u

ite sy
m

p
a

th
etic to

 
P

hilip B
errigan's w

hole philos-
op

h
y of d

estru
ction

 of d
raft 

boards." 
H

is sym
p

ath
y, h

e said
, w

as 
p

rom
p

ted
 b

y h
is feelin

g th
at 

th
e govern

m
en

t h
ad

 ch
eated

 
h

im
 of p

arole an
d

 b
ecau

se of 
th

e scars left b
y m

ed
ical ex-

p
erim

en
ts p

erform
ed

 on
 h

im
 

at th
e N

ation
al In

stitu
tes of 

H
ealth in B

ethesda, M
d., w

hile 
a
 p

riso
n

er in
 1

9
6

4
. H

e h
a

d
 

su
ed

 th
e govern

m
en

t an
d

 re-
ceived

 a $15,000 settlem
en

t. 
H

e indicated that his sym
pa- th

etic resp
o

n
se to

 B
errig

a
n

 
elicited

 from
 th

e p
riest a d

e-
scrip

tion
 of th

e alleged
 con

-
spiracy to bom

b tunnels under 
federal buildings. 

T
w

o w
om

en
 w

h
o h

ave said
 

that D
ouglas proposed to them

 
in

 th
e su

m
m

er a
n

d
 fa

ll o
f 

1970, M
ary E

lizab
eth

 S
an

d
el 

a
n

d
 J

a
n

e H
o
o
v
er, testified

 
th

at D
ou

glas d
u

rin
g th

at tim
e 

u
rged

 th
em

 to p
articip

ate in
 

illegal antiw
ar actions. 

T
h

e tw
o you

n
g w

om
en

, b
oth

 
1971 grad

u
ates of B

u
ck

n
ell 

U
n

iversity, testified
 th

at th
ey 

had copied letters for D
ouglas; 

th
e letters alleged

ly w
ritten

 
b

y F
ath

er B
errigan

 an
d

 S
ister 

M
cA

lister. M
iss S

an
d

al said
 

th
is m

orn
in

g th
at th

e letter 
sh

ow
n

 h
er b

y th
e govern

m
en

t 
to

d
a
y
 a

n
d

 d
escrib

ed
 a

s th
e 

origin
al of th

e on
ly letter sh

e 
transcribed into the inform

er's 
n

oteb
ook

 d
id

 n
ot ap

p
ear to b

e 
in

 th
e sam

e h
an

d
w

ritin
g, w

as 
on

 a d
ifferen

t k
in

d
 of p

ap
er 

and had a paragraph m
issing. 

gt 
ca 
si 
sc 

yf 

II 

tc 
ti 
u 

e: 


