Berrigéﬁ Gets
2-Year Term,

7k
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HARRISBURG, Pa., Sept. 5

'+ The Rev. Phillip Berrigan

was sentenced to two years in
prison today for. smuggling
four contraband letters out of
the Lewisburg, Pa., federal
penitentiary while he was an
inmate there in 1970.

The sentence is to run con-

reurrently withvanother that he

is already serving.

His co-defendant, Sister Eliz-
abeth McAlister, was sen-
tenced to one year and a day
for smuggling three letters in
to Father Berrigan.

Immediately after U.S. Dis-
Pict Court Judge R. Dixon
Herman handed down the
sentences, the Justice Depart-
ment dismissed all pending
conspiracy charges against
Father Berrigan, Sister Mec-

- Alister and six other antiwar

activists.

After 60 hours of delibera-
tion here last April a federal
court jury convicted the two
key defendants of seven
charges of smuggling contra-

reported that it was hopelessly
deadlocked on charges that
the eight had conspired to kid-
nap presidential adviser
Henry A. Kissinger, to bomb
utility tunnels under federal
buildings in Washington to
raid federal offices.

Defense attorneys took im-
mediate steps today to appeal
the letter-smuggling convic-
tions, which they contend re-
sulted from illegal discrimina-
tory prosecution and entrap-
ment by a prisoner who was a
government informer. )

They expressed confidence
that the Third U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals would strike
down the convictions, because
the law against prison contra-
band has never before been
used to prosecute prisoners
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