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D

ec II 

K
issin

g
er's co

v
er b

lo
w

n
 in

 'b
a
ck

g
ro

u
n

d
ers' w

ith
 p

ress 

t
: 

 

• W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 D
r. H

enry K
issinger 

can
 g

et in
to

 an
d
 o

u
t o

f C
h
in

a in
 h

ig
h
 

secrecy, but lately he can't seem
 to give 

a backgrounder w
ithout having his cover 

blow
n. M

aybe he ought to draw
 the con-

clusion that he and w
hat he usually has 

to say are too big to hide. 
L

ast w
eek

, K
issin

g
er su

m
m

o
n
ed

 th
e 

W
ashington press and filled them

 in on 
th

e
 N

ix
o
n
 A

d
m

in
istra

tio
n
's in

n
e
r 

thoughts about the India-P
akistan w

ar. 
T

h
e su

b
seq

u
en

t sto
ries, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se ru

les, w
ere attrib

u
ted

 to
 

v
ag

u
e sp

o
o

k
s an

d
 g

o
b

lin
s k

n
o

w
n
 as 

"high adm
inistration sources" or "W

hite 
H

ouse officials" or "Inform
ed sources." 

B
ut w

hen a transcript of the session fell 
into the hands of S

en. B
arry G

oldw
ater 

—
 w

ho is him
self as candid as anyone in 

W
ashington.—

 he had it reprinted in the 
C

ongressional R
ecord, apparently to K

is-
singer's chagrin. 

N
evertheless, K

issinger tried again on 
th

e w
ay

 to
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 fro

m
 N

ix
o
n
's 

A
zores m

eeting w
ith P

resident P
om

pi-
d
o
u
. T

h
e d

o
cto

r sat d
o
w

n
 w

ith
 a sm

all 
"p

o
o
l" o

f rep
o
rters w

h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 p

er- 

D
r. H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er 

U
ncovered 'independently' 

T
o
m

 W
ick

er 
m

itted
 ab

o
ard

 th
e p

resid
en

tial p
lan

e to
 

represent colleagues w
ho w

ere flying in 
a separate press plane.H

e proceeded on 
a "background" basis, 

to
 b

e attrib
u
ted

 
only to those sam

e spooky "officials," to 
discuss the A

zores conference. T
hen he 

w
ent into "deep background" to say that 

if the S
oviet U

nion did not begin to re-
strain the Indians in their w

ar w
ith P

ak-
istan, "the entire U

nited S
tates-S

oviet re-
latio

n
sh

ip
 m

ig
h
t w

ell b
e re-ex

am
in

ed
" 

and "a new
 look m

ight have to be taken 
at the P

resident's sum
m

itry plans." 
"D

eep background" is a further refine-
m

ent of "background" in w
hich —

 as the 
W

ashington 
press 

w
ell u

n
d
erstan

d
s -

the inform
ation given out is not supposed 

to be attributed to anyone and m
ust be 

w
ritten

 as if fro
m

 th
e rep

o
rter's o

w
n
 

independent know
ledge. 

In this instance, T
he W

ashington P
ost, 

asserting that its W
hite H

ouse reporter 
h
ad

 n
o
t b

een
 in

 th
e p

o
o
l b

u
t th

at th
e 

identity of the backgrounding official had 
been learned "independently," attributed 
the w

hole story to K
issinger; T

he N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

 T
im

es in
 its late ed

itio
n
s d

id
 th

e 
sam

e thing. 
T

h
is h

as b
ro

u
g
h
t th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

d
o
w

n
 o

n
 th

e p
ress like th

e In
d
ian

s o
n
 

D
acca, b

u
t a g

o
o
d
 sh

are o
f th

e b
lam

e 
has to go to K

issinger and his boss. It is 
true that "background" and even "deep 
b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
" are so

m
etim

es u
sefu

l, to
 

p
ress, p

u
b
lic an

d
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 alik

e; 
obviously, there are tim

es w
hen certain 

inform
ation ought to be published but to 

identify the source of it w
ould be em

bar-
rassing or prejudicial or. troublesom

e in 
4 . som

e other w
ay. 

B
u
t a h

ig
h
 o

fficial th
reat to

 reassess 
S

oviet-A
m

erican relations is not one of 
th

o
se:tim

es. T
h
at is a m

atter o
f m

ajo
r  

im
portance. If K

issinger did not m
ean to 

:m
ake such a threat, he had no business 

b
ein

g
 in

 a p
o
sitio

n
 w

h
ere h

is w
o
rd

s 
2ould be so interpreted; if he did m

ean 
.1, the precise position of the adm

inistra-
tio

n
 sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 stated
 in

 so
m

e 
onm

istakable fashion. 

W
orse, if K

issinger only w
anted the 

R
u

ssian
s to

 th
in

k
 h

e m
ean

t to
 m

ak
e 

su
ch

 a th
reat, h

e w
as m

isu
sin

g
 T

h
e 

A
m

erican press as a governm
ent m

es-
senger boy and m

isleading the pub ic. A
s 

t happens, the W
hite H

ouse now
 is pull-

in
g
 b

ack
 fro

m
 th

e sto
ry

, b
u
t th

at o
n
ly

 
leaves the episode to be interpreted any 
w

ay one chooses. 
T

he carelessness of this w
hole proce-

k:ure w
as com

pounded by the fact that 
the pool reporters' notes, clearly :denti-
tying K

issinger, and approved by him
, 

w
ere typed, reproduced, and handed out 

otholesale on the press plane. M
oreover, 

it is one thing w
hen a high official talks 

;:riv
ately

 to
 a sin

g
le rep

o
rter, ;raking 

sure he understands w
hat is intended; it 

m
ay

 still b
e accep

tab
le if h

e talk
s to

 a 
g
ro

u
p
 d

irectly
; b

u
t it is risk

y
 in

d
eed

 
Ihen he discusses m

atters of m
ajor in- 

ternational significance w
ith pool repre-

sentatives w
ho are then supposed to re-

lay the w
ord to another group. 

T
h
at raises astro

n
o
m

ically
 th

e o
d
d
s 

that som
eone w

ill m
isunderstand w

hat 
w

as in
ten

d
ed

 to
 b

e said
; fo

r in
stan

ce, 
the quotations above are from

 the pool 
rep

o
rters' n

o
tes o

f w
h
at D

r. K
issin

g
er 

said, not from
 a verbatim

 record. A
ny-

o
n

e w
h

o
 h

as h
ad

 to
 rely

 o
n

 so
m

eo
n

e 
else 's notes know

s that they can easily 
be m

isinterpreted, even if they are ac-
curate. 

F
inally, if. w

hat K
issinger purportedly 

said
 to

 th
e p

ress p
o

o
l fo

r relay
 to

 th
e 

p
ress p

lan
e h

ad
 b

een
 co

n
tain

ed
 in

 an
 

official governm
ent docum

ent, It w
ould 

surely have borne a high security stam
p. 

Y
et, h

ere w
as th

e P
resid

en
t's h

ig
h
est-

ran
k
in

g
 n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 aid

e 
passing 

su
ch

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 th
e p

ress. W
h
at 

m
ore confirm

ation is needed of the con-
tention of T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es and oth-

er n
ew

sp
ap

ers in
 th

e P
en

tag
o
n
 P

ap
ers 

case th
at th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t itself h
an

d
s 

out all sorts 'of security inform
ation, on 

any occasion w
hen to do so serves the 

governm
enrapolltical interests? 

C
I 

N
ew

 
Y

O
r
k

 T
lm

n
 S

e
r
v
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