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- Trial by Theatrics

: g Egd;lrm of one of l;g‘;imm'a boy friends in |
: > : Ll . e hammock o T en when he was,
A NEW KIND of Felliniesque - 14, He wrote about the unsolved mystery |
entertainment form has sprung - &nd the result was a highly praised novel
5 litein ik toa. ' It 18 called the called “There Must Be a Pony,"” which he
O 1 LMTIOY08; : : later turned into @ play starring Myrna
“courtroom trial” and any resem- 1oy, ; i b i
blance to life in halcyon days when = “I remember morhid curiosity seckers

G used to come to our house and take pic-

-gudge-Sardy. sternly reprimanded. ot i e e kel
wayward youngsters In saddle 0X-:* why ‘I've_ always been ' fascinated by -

fords for flagpole sifting is bx;mjely trials, by bil'l_z;ocgi'nt people trapped by the

accidental. ~ Trials have become 12w and by guilty ones who have gone |
; ! ! s T led he Bar- '

Theater of the Dangerously Ab- | jiee" Thie rrlosity led him to the Bar-|
surd, as the Manson circug in Lod  Shaw trial'and ﬁe result is & hypnotic '

Angeles has proved beyond a rea-  Kafka nightmare study of legal proceed-

ings that is one of the most penetrating
sonable doubt, The superstars of books about the Ameriean juliciacy v

the new courtroom playbills are tem Ive everreng, i
characters like the Chicago Seven, - ' “American Grotesque” is not about :
the Black Panthers, Candy Mos- the Kennedy' assassination or the War. .

- ren Report—it’s about a cast of charac-,
gler and the late Dr. Sam Shepard (. o far-out you wouldn't qgut ~them ;
—vaudc;lvﬂle actls 80 }‘;Jlml';‘le II(; p -intl{]) 3ha wiltilgstbevlmrk o{l ficti?n for fear | H#

seems only logieal that they shou nobody woul ieve them. “I tried to - |

: 3=ty - write' it subjectively,” says' Kirkwood,
--be covered by actors instead of = “Iike a mystery story in which T was & : 3
s Teporters. - 3 = . character. For two years, I've been living .+ b3 2

James Kirkwood, whose new | in a mountain of notes, documents, files, listened to his incredible

os Kirkwood

= w

tale—and _the

book, “American Grotesque”  franseripts tape recordings, newspaper more we listened, the more shocked we |

s.stories trial records—checking and

¥,

: : came. =5
(Simon and Schuster) covers the rechecking facts and dates for the law-, -;.-!‘s‘;o I got an assignment from Es-

klieg-light _absurdities of the Clay ' yers It's taken a lot ant of me emotion-
Shaw conspiracy trial in New. Orleans, ally. By comparison, acting is dessert.”

do a profile on Clay Shaw. I
had only been to New Orleans once be-

is both. A tall, handsome, quiet - spoken How; you might wondet, did this in-  fore when I was an actor, singing 'What

man who looks more like a friendly for-' . terest. come about? “I had always been

car, what & car!” in a General Motors

a
est ranger in Yosemite National Park , - bout tri ¢ ir_ldngiﬂsl, but I spent two. weeks inter-
than a performer, Jim has been a door- m?bacopmménﬁ!;h&ogﬂd, ;’:{% ‘Vviewing Shaw’s Inwyers, enemies and
man at Grauman’s Chinese Theater, a from James Leo Herlihy, who wrote “Mid- friends, and the more 1 got into it the
sheet, metal cowler at Lockheed Ajreraft, - night Cowboy.’ ‘Guess who's coming to: ~more convineed I was that he had noth-

a radarman in the Coast Guard, a night  gj ¢ . AN
-clerk at the Waldorf-Astoria, a fightelub  right atter his: arrect Ly Tiay (5725 an
singer, = ﬂayvmght, & regular.on the ' . A, Jim Garrison, who had charped him': gh’;nei:i nt'?e c;r;'

old Garry Moore television show, and the  with conspiring to assassinate Kennedy, degided to'do & book Iasbasd ™

ing te do with any conspiracy. So I got
‘another assignment from another mag-
er the actual trial, but at
ere were difficulties, so I

star for four years of the daytime TV - and it was all over the news, Like every- " : i ¢
soap opera, “Valiant Lady.” v one else at the time, I thought, ‘Well, f_&mls:il i? i?eeofxi:xi.f f'%iuldtilg;"t'nﬁnbgery hlc.::-
* When that show went off the air (re-.  maybe this .D. A. has something.’ Any- to interview anyone, but once I got to

. Dlaced by a quiz show), he fourid himself  way, T was fascinated. Dinner was tense.. them I couldn’t shup them up. Once, I

out of work for the first time in 10 years. | People kept asking him if he was going usso, - i

“T got Eamcky," he says, “so I tried writ-- o ses any shows while he was in New. . ttﬁ"]&inﬁ':rmmﬁ‘ eight tﬂgn,:ulihrlt:eﬁs:;
ing, where T could be my own hoss. I ~ York—you know, small talk Finally, T hearing the entire story of hig life I
didn't know what else to wnte_ about at  put down my drink and said, ‘I'm really said, Tt's been fascinating, but I'm ex-
first, so I wrote about myself. sorry, but we're all dying to know—did ™ hausted. They were all that anxious to

He had a lot to draw from. The son of You really pal around with Lee Harvey  be celebrities.”

movie star Lila Lee, he found the Oswald?” From 8 p.m. until 8 a.m, we . The author returned to New Orleans
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{mnu{em puﬁum the book. Roshe

with of arms.
e g DR
0 eople I wasn't re ut
the-Prm, on the other hand, were fsind.
Onu station even photographed me in |
- Garrison's office and then in the Crim-’
inal Courts Building. Everyone from
~Perry ‘Russo to the~ prusecutu:g attor-
nay to .Tudge Haggerty all called up
~and asked  for nutogn;l ed cop!ea of
the hook!” ' = |
* Just-where all ¢ lewes Cla; Sluw
B mi".“"ﬁ“ e
es of per a s 1o t:ama ve
but to face tgleﬂlrnuslc “Usually,” says
Kirkwood, “if a man is unanimously ac--
gi;tted it is the witnesses who wrongly
used him of the crime who are ac-
~.cused of perjury, This time it's the other
way around, Meanwhile, Clay Shaw has
spent over $400,000 in inv irative de-
vices. and lawyer’s fees and he can’t
leave New Orleans without permission.
I once asked Shaw how he survives with
such dignity and humor in the face of
all this t:ouhla andh said, ‘Well, when
you stew an old na pol: :l'or four
years, that old bird gets tough.”
Kirkwood is wurking on a othar novel.
If there is_a perjury owever he
promseudhs‘il “g‘olbaglf: ‘Tﬁ &&veamh“ i
nurse and‘a couple guards' ‘
give New Orleans. another XGM 01 uid
from his poison, .pen.
like flashlights in the d“l{e “Then I'd ]
like to turn the whole thing i.nto a
wonderful movie!”
Then he slumps in his chair, diml]u—
sioned. “But I guess nobody would be-
lieve it.,” \ X~




