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• ‘CUllj  'CT; 	MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

• 
• The Attorney General orally informed me today that h had been. 

. considering the request he made on July 16, 1963, for a technical surveil-
lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now ccf the 
opinion that this would be ill advised. 

At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a 
surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the 
productivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King 	-- 
travels most of the time and that there might be serious repercussions 	- 
should it ever become known the Government had Instituted this coverage. 
These were the very thoughts that the Attorney Genera] expressed today 
in withdrawing his request. 	 • 

With reference to the other technical surveillance re guested .• 
at the same time, namely, the one onr •X_Fence . B-eiliMatikiii.:4 the -77... 
Attorney. General felt this was in a different category and we should.  go • 
forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously approred - 
in writing by the Atiornc;-: GeneraL 	 - 

The memorandum we sent to the Attorney General on 
July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been 
retrieved and is attached. 

. 
ACTION TO BE TAKEN:  

"").. 	;We will take no further action to effect technical coverage on 
Mirtin Liither King, either at his home or at his office at the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, in the absence of further request 
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