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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE
MEMPHI®  TENNESSFF

would at lcast remain in Memphis over the week end of
Jdarch 50-31, 1968, .

He pointed out that school absenteeism in the
city school system in Memphis on March 29, 1968, was nearly
40,000 and that the largest number of truants were at the
predominantly Negro high schools.

’ Lux stated that the only injury reported during
the day was to Memphis Police Patrolman E. W, MAXWELL,
whose finger was severely cut while he was arrestiog a
drunk young Negro who was fighting with other officers on
Polk Street north of Chelsea, which is in a predominantly
Negro neighborhood. He stated that at about 1:15 P.M,,
officers arrested two white youths, namely Samuel R.
Waddell, age 20 of 2581 Kallien, Larry Williams, age 20 of
1669 Combs. He stated that he had been informed that
officers seized a .22 caliber rifle in Williams living room.
He did not have the details of the arrest. He stated many
of those arrested for looting were youngsters ranging from
B to 12 years of 8ge. These were being turned over to
Memphie Juvenile Court.

The Memphis Commercial A eal newspaper, Saturday
morning issue, Marc ’ » reportied in detail con-
cerning activities of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., on
March 29, 1968, and stated in a story on page 1 by Reporter
Thomas BeVier that King came to Memphis to star in what was
billed as a "dress rehearsal" for his April 22, 1965,

"Poor People's Crusade” on Washington, D. C. The story
continued, "By his own non-violent standards, the rehearsal

wWas & flop." The story stated that King in a press interview

March 29, 1968, reported that he would be back in Memphis
a4s early as April 3 and not later than April 5, 1968, for
another mass march and was quoted as saying, "We are going
to have a massive non-violent demonstration in Memphis.™
The story stated that the question being asked in Memphis,
the nation, and the world is whether - with the increaslag
militancy of black youth - anyone can say with certainty
that a non-violent demonstration will stay that way,

King stated in the interview, "I am convinced

we can have a non-violent-demonstration" but was reported
as adding that it would be impossible to "guarante=" that
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