
, H
earin

g S
et 

I--: 14:13y G
eorge L

ardner Jr. and K
iw

ard K
urtz 

e., 

E . . 	
. 	

W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st S

ta
ff W

rite
rs 

in , 
S

en. Jesse .H
elm

s (R
-N

.C
.) w

on an em
er-

ency court hearing yesterday in-an effort to 
. * seal controversial tapes and transcripts 

row
ing out of the F

B
I's hugging and w

ire-
tapping of slain civil rights leader M

artin 
uther K

ing Jr. 
t' :H

elm
s' law

yers contend that he needs ac- 
T

ess to the officially suppressed m
aterials in 

ander to cast an inform
ed vote W

ednesday 
w

hen the S
enate decides on a bill to m

ake 
aC

ing's birthday a national holiday. 	
' 

1
' 

p' -U
.S

. D
istrict C

o
u
rt 'Ju

d
g
e Jo

h
n
 -L

ew
is 

w
ith, w

ho in 1977 ordered the tapes sealed 
t the N

ational A
rchives for 50 years, set a 

earing for 2 p.m
. M

Q
nday on H

elm
s' re-

uest for m
odification of the order. 

!:i..„ .T
he R

ev. Joseph E
. L

ow
ery, head of the 

S
outhern C

hristian L
eadership C

onference, 
"denounced H

elm
s m

ove as "an act of frenet-
ic desperation!' 

"D
r. K

ing's leadership survived the vicious 
sm

ears of J. E
dgar H

oover's F
B

I and w
ill 

survive the bigoted assault of Jesse H
elm

s," 
L

ow
ery said. H

e said the SC
L

C
, w

hich K
ing  

founded, has hired a law
yer,  to oppose the 

H
elm

s litigation. 
In addition to the court action, m

em
bers 

of the C
onservative C

aucus, w
orking w

ith 
H

elm
s, began poring over about 25,000 pages 

of other FB
I docum

ents on K
ing, including a 

m
am

m
o
th

 file lab
eled

 "S
ecu

rity
 M

atter-
-C

om
m

unist." It w
as com

piled during the 
-1960s to docum

ent alleged com
m

unist in-
fuences on the civil rights leader. 

T
he records have been gradually declas-

sified under the Freedom
 of Inform

ation A
ct. 

B
ut the tapes and other fruits of electronic 

eavesdropping on K
ing's activities in hotel 

room
s from

 here to H
onolulu, and in other 

locations, w
ere im

pounded perm
anently by 

S
m

ith's order. - 

In seeking access to them
, H

elm
s' law

yers, 
L

aw
rence J. S

traw
 Jr. and W

illiam
 J. O

lson, 
said the surveillance w

as conducted betw
een 

1963 land 1968 "pursuant to directives issued 
by.A

ttorney G
eneral R

obert F. K
ennedy." 

"O
bviinisly, the attorney general had suf-

ficient concern about the activities and as-
sociates of D

r. K
ing to authorize the surveil-

lance," they argued. "N
ow

, legislation is 
pending w

hich seeks to elevate D
r. K

ing to  

the status of a national hero, on a level above 
our founding fathers" 

If the bill pasS
es, the law

yers contended, 
"D

r. K
in

g
 w

o
u
ld

 th
ereb

y
 b

eco
m

e a ro
le 

m
odel for future generations. In extraordi-

nary circum
stances-  such its these, a senator. 

• m
ust have access to all records w

hich w
ould 

'relate to the character of the proposed hero. 
T

he constitutional -duty of a m
em

ber of the 
U

nited S
tates-  S

enate is to thoroughly and 
dispassionatelyreview

 all inform
ation w

hich 
could influence his vote." 

T
he F

B
I's electronic surveillance of K

ing 
w

as part of a concerted un&
rcover cam

paign. 
to discredit him

, according to a 1976 study 
by the staff of the S

enate' Intelligence C
om

-
- m

ittee. T
he F

B
I secretly categorized him

 as 
a "com

m
unist" in M

ay, 1962,-  m
enths before 

• it...started investigating him
, S

enate investi-
gators found. 

T
he F

B
I investigation started in O

ctober, 
1982, as a so-called "C

onlinfir (com
m

unist 
. infiltration) inquiry and S

tem
m

ed from
 al-

legations that first appeared -Jail. 8, 1962, in 
an F

B
I report to A

ttorney G
eneral K

ennedy 
and called nine •niK

ing's advisers "a m
em

ber 
of the C

om
M

unist Party." 
W

ithin a few
 m

onths F
B

I reports w
ere 

on H
elm

s' R
equest to U

nseal 



FBI's Files on King 
describing another of King's associates as a 
"member of the National Gommittee of the 
Communist Party." The two men, whose 
names have been public knowledge for years, 
were Stanley Levison and Jack O'Dell. 

In a 1975 interview, Levison, a civil rights 
activist from New York, protested that he 
was merely an FBI "scapegoat" whom Hoar-; 
er had been using in order to "get" King. 

Levison insisted that he was "never a 
member of the Communist Party" but the 
victim of "guilt by association," compounded 
by the accusations of a former business as-
sociate. 

Among FBI documents obtained by the 
ConservatiVe CanCus were repeated refer-
ences to Levison as "a concealed communist" 
who advised King on such matters as his 
criticisms of the Vietnam war. 

Other FBI records dealt with-King's as- 
•sociation with such persons as an attorney 
for the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 
who was said to have "CPUSA [Communist 
Party U.S.A.] connections," and civil lights 
leader Bayard Rustin, who "in 1936., .. was 
a Amber of the Young Communist Leaguefr" 

Senate investigators said in their 1976 
study that they were "unable to reach a enn- 

elusion concerning the accuracy of the FBI's 
charges" about Levison and O'Dell. 

The secret tapes have always been pre-.  
sumed to deal principally with King's rep-
utation as a womanizer. Conservative Caucus 
Chairman Howard E. Phillips told a reperter 
yesterday, however, that Helms and his allies 
would be satisfied if any such details were 
excluded as long as other information on 'the 
recordings and related documents was made 

"It's not the private life we expect to shed 
light on," Phillips said.'"What we want to see 
is the degree to which actiVities in which Dr. 
King was involved were directly influenced 
by people who were funded by the Soviet 
Union. 

,Ralph G. Neas, executive director of the 
7 Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, at-
- tacked the moves as "yet another uncon-
scionable action to block the passage of the 
holiday bill" the House passed this summer. 

Lowery charged that it is an effort to "de-
lude the American people into believing that 
there is a relationship between the spying 
and lying of J. Edgar Hoover's FBI and the 
courageous and authentic patriotism of Mar:  
tin I.lither King Jr." 
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pending congressional bill to designate as a national holiday the birthday of slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr, left, is being opposed 
‘2. 
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13y James K.W. Atherton—The Washington Post 
by Sen. Jesse Helms, right, who seeks access to FBI documents relating to King that are now sealed by court order. 


