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L. ZIUTRODUCTION

Pursuant to the direction of Novembar 24, 1975 of the

Attorney General, a review was undertaken of the files of the
! Department and the FBI that partain to Martia Luthar King., Jr.
The purpose of the review was to nake a vocmmseadasfan ng
whether the investigation of the assacsination of

should be reopened.

Atzorney General's direction and set as goals for che

the answering of two

1) What action, if any, was undertaken by
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Hr. King
On Pacamber 1, you elaborated on the
review

questions: (L)

the FBI which had or may have had an - Gt
effect, direct or indirect, on the b
assassination of Martin Luther iing? (u) X

2) What action

the FBI which had or may have had any
other adverse effect, direct or indirect,
on Martin Luther King?{v)

At various times you,
reviaw,

I saw nothing in the
any involvement of the FBI in

» 1f any, was undertaken by

Mr. Turner and I participated in the _
£1les that I read that 1lndlcates
the assassination of Dr. King.

{
llowever, there was a campaiza by the FT o Qiscredltc and fo !
nzutralize Dr. King and o remove him fron a lesdornhin wolas {
in the civil rights movement. wany auampias of L
lnpropar FBI activity that weras dirsesd nvaings O, Sty I ‘ ;_'
his associates and the Southern Christiin Lesdecsihip Confarenca Y
(scrcy. Cu) ’ iR,
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he ©irst step in our review was to find out the extent
of .tha Duzzau's filﬁs ca Dr. Zlag, his family, assoclates and
relasvant crganicaticons.
volumninous. For am;Lu, at FBI Headgquarters the so-called
security investigation of Dr. King consists of 94 sectlons or
volumes, couprising 3267 se >rials (memorcndﬂ\- files on SGLC con
sist of 106 sections of 2249 serials; files caption2d Communist
Iﬂfluevce in Racial Matters consist of 162 secticns of 3767

sexials iles capticned Cormunist Paxty, USA - Hegro QueStlon

cons*ot of &9 sections of 2254 serials filos on the assassina-
ticn investigation consist of &4 secu“oﬂ of 6003 aurinls- filas
on Mrs. King consist of th*ee sections of 75 serials; files on

Yol gdeleted pursuant to 5 U.S §552§b2(Z)(C] R R T T

We learred that the relevant files are

_;_;__)‘"Therﬂ are moxe flles on mora assoclates
oF Dr. King ) i
| T BT
There are more F31 fileq in the variouvs field offices.
For exampls, the Atlanta file of the sec curity investigation of
r. ¥ing comsists of 80 sectiomns cf 8321 zerials; the Mowmphils
5

fils of the assassinzcion investigation consizts ¢f 120 sec-

ticms of 0493 sznlals, [deleted pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552(b)(7)(c)]
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qhave avn giditionsl FRI files, not imeluded siove, srck
as "subfiles' - wusualliy newsclips, #ac Wienme® Filss - uvounlly
unsanitized memos regarding wicropnhone or selaphone snrveililanesa,
Addizionally, therz are mo—e files with hundzeds DoTe secticns
in the Department itself which consist or_mﬂ*i‘y of wat the:
FBI has prhvided and which, therefore, are saniticed and not as

informative as tne FBI's i1cs'6:9

Prior tc raading any files, we wmet wlth thoso mewbers
of the staff of thz Church Commitites wbo had dean working foc
guyeral wonrhs on matters relating to DT. Kh.a. Taey advised
us that they had found nothing to implicate the Dureau ia
Dr. XKing's dcaLH As they put irt, th y had £o ﬁd "ap asmoking
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plstol". However they had found cvidence of the Bureau’s cam-
paign azainst Dr. King and, through public tastinmoay, have
already pubiicized that fact, On Monday, March 22, I reac the
draft of the Commlttee's report dealing with this matter;7)
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III. K=Y PECPLE IN THE DEPARTMENT ©F JUSTICR. FBI
AlD SCLC

Robert F. Fennedy was Attorney Ceneral from January 21,
1951 to Saptexber 3, 19584; Wicholas de3. ¥arzenhach was elther
Acting Attorney Geraral or Attorney General from Septembar &,
1964 to October 2, 1966; Ramsey Clark was either reting Attozmey
Gonaral or Attorney General from October 3, 1965 to January 20,
1963%. During this same period, the Deputy Attorneys General
wexe Supreume Court Justice Byron R. White (January 24, 1961 -
April 13, 1962), Katzenbach (Hay 3, 1962 - February 10, 1965),
Clark (Februwary ll, 1965 - March 1, 1967), and Warren Christcpher
(July 24, 1967 - Jamuary 20, 1969). The Assistant Attorney
Cenzsral for Internal gecurity was D.C. Court of Appeals Judge J.
valter Yeagley. The Assistant Attorneys General for ciril Rights
were Burke Marshall (1961-1964) , Jokn Doar (1965-1967) and Stephen

J. Poilak (1967-1969).ﬂ1|

At 21l relevant times the FBI was headed by J. Edgar
Hoovaer. The Asscciate pirector was Clyde Tolson. HLoover and
Tolson axa both dead. The Assistant to the Direciur, raspeasi-
ble for ell jnvestigative matters during this period, was Alan
Al BelmonE. o s v vttt el
. s [dg}gggg_éﬁfguént to 5 U.S.C. §552 ()7 (C)] .« o .t et
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icd tha Dureau had savaral onexating divi-

5 =hich wera neaded By an Lssistant Director and 2 depuly

1ed & nuxhul oR2 |an. cartha Deloach wWas azsictant dirsctor
His Nusbar one man wWas

in charge of the Crime Records Division.

R.E. Wick.. DeLoach has retired and has a corporate job. Im
addiricn to records worlk this diwvision handled congrassional
1iaiscon, White House contacts, public informar:zon and prass re-
lations. During the Keunzdy Administration the principal con-
tact for the Bureau and the Atrorney General was Assistant
Directcr Cocurtney Evansiﬁl)
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this division that were involved are the Subversive Control

' that secticon the Xing case was handlzd ln_tlhxly by Willizm

: (b1(7)(c); unit chief who is still ni*h rhe bureau.(@)
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The major operating division on this matter was che
Demestic Intelligence Divisicn neadad by Assistant Director
Wiiliam C. gullivan and number one man Joseph A. Sizco.
Sullivan was later flred and . « « « « « « « o« . .

. [deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C)]+ + « + . Sizoo has re-
Eired « &« 4 v 6 & m..s . 8.6 .un v o The sections in

Section, which focused ou individual security subjects and the
Internal Security Section which focused on organizations and
certain key individuals. This sectlon, for example, handled
the 3nith Act prosecutions. When the bureau first started its
coverzze of Dr., King, it was handled in Subversive Coatrol;
when the investigzaiiion was intensified it was transferred to
Internal Security(faul

- The Subversive Contrel Section was headed by James 3 E
Bland whose number one man was Paul Cox. Both are now retired. e
The Internal Security Section was hesaded by Fred J. Bauwgardner, 3
assizted first by Dick Corman and later by Charles Brezzmnan.

Baumgardner is retired, e [deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C)] -
s+ o+ » o » Corman and Br nna1 are borhn rétlred. within

waquH° {aow dcccaued‘ cad then continususiy by _I deleted

The SCLC was headed by Dr. Kxub. His principal assccial
in SCLC included Revy. Ralph Abernathy, foogrossman Aadraw Toung ,
and Congrxesswsn Walter Fauvatrojp ..[........(b)(7)(C)........... =
-lIlI..CIll-oll.i-...ll.l.lICIOICIIQQICOIIIll.‘.l........l.‘ll. ’ !
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IV, INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING'S DEATH
BY THE FBIL :
P Sl o

T

8
t
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f : A. Adecuacy of the Juvestigation ~

My reading of the assassination investigation leads me
‘ to ccnclude that trhe pureau's investigation was comprehensive,
thoxrough and professlional. Every conceivable lead seems to
. have beer pursued. GCreat numbers of persoms who were known to
5 ! dislike blacks wera.checked out as suspects. All Bureau field &
offices were put on alert to participate in the investigation
and each SAC was held personally responsible for seeing that
leads in his area weare run down. 1 have talkeéd with three
attornays who, at various times, had responsibility for moni-
gorinz the imvestipation and all are satisfied that the FBIL oA
had nothing to dc with Martin Luther King's assassination. @) ¢ Rens

B. Indications of Bureau Involyement in the
Assassination

There are none with the exception of the COINWTELPRD

ectivity of prorosing that a blind memorandum be sent to 2
' sigmanhis paper o embarraus King junro meving late chs Lorcains

Hotel where he was shot. That has been investigatad previousiy s
aas its purpese is subject to a different interpretztion, dis~ ;
cusscd belcw(a4

Evidencz exists that the FBL was not iavolv
. asszssination. On Aprii 2, 1968 Attormey Ceneral
! turned down an FBI request to tape the telephones of SCLC ia
Atlantz and Washington to learn about plans for the Poor
People's Campalgn. This requast indicates that the F3I expected
no .change in SCLC's (and King's) plans. The attempt to dis-
credit Xing by planting an embarrassing story in the FMemphis
papers indicates 2 continuation of th= Bureat's campziga against
King. Legic suggasts +hat the last thing J. Edzar Hoover wentaed
was to make King a martyr, thereby enhancing his Image. This
9 yuns counter to years of effort by the FBI to discradit and
neutralize King. Finally, the investigation was SO massive and
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intense that FBI involvement was likely te be discovered, un-
less one believes chat virrually the entirz purecu was corrupted -
which I do nat.ﬂﬁr -

s

inally, even tc the present time we investigate 2llegz-
tlons that persons other than James Earl Rav may have assassinated
Kinc. None of these recent investigations have uncovered any
facts which indicate that someone other than Ray was involved./7 )
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V. FAI's CAMPATCN TO DISCREDTT OR MEUVRALIZE
MARTIV LUTHEEE KIRG, JR.

I will set out in a chronological narrative the FBI's i
interest in, and investigation of, Dr. King. It began 23 2 Ly

security invescigation to determine whether he was a cocmunist
and the extent of ccomunist inZluence on him. It was corrupted
internally by the FBI and largely became an effort to find out
facts embarrassing to King that might be used to remove him
from a lsadership role in the ecivil rights wmoverent. The
attached Report Exhibit should be read in conjunction with this
narrative as an aly in recognizing peaks and valleys in the

Bureau's cawmpaisn against Dr. King. ()
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In February 1961 King wrote an article 'n th° Hatiecn
ing the dearih of black federal agents, inc 1vdin~ F3L
agents. The thrusc of the arcicie appears to have been an
apaaal ©o Prubidnn* Kennedy to issue an Executive Order 1n?e-
grating federal 12w enforcement cgencies. In llovenber Atlar
advised Haadaquarters tnat thare was no information on which to

hase ¢ securi*v matter 1ﬂqu1ry of Klng.gf} X

regard
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sent a memo to the SACs in Atlanta and New
it instructed them to revliew their
suitable for dissemination which

Hoover also
vork on February 27, 1962.
files and to prepare 2 report
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should include all information of a security nature, plus
compiete background data, on Xing. Ne cpen investigotion was
to be comductad and all inquiries were to be limited tc esta-
blisned sourees, The review was ovdered, acecozding to Hoover,
because of widespiead use of Kinz's name by communist fronc
groups and because of King's constant asscciation with Commu-
nist Parcy mgmbars({L) .
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In April, the Atlanta offics of the r31 submitied a
37 paze monograph on Dr. ¥ing which includsd a statement that
infcrmztion obtained during a three year vericd ending in
SePte.b 1961 indicuted no communist iniluence on King or
$CLC. On May 10, FBI Headguarters advised the 34AC ia Atlanta
that His conclualon was not consistent with facts mentioned
elsevhere in the moncgraph and instret ed him tc delete that
conclusion from the moncgraph. The next day, Hoover placed
King in Section A of the Reserve Index, labeled Communis .ﬂ:)

A
i a - o~ - |
o CLASSIFIED; TOP SECRET o
o _EXEMPT PURSUANT TO 5 USC §552(b) (1) o
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In June 1982 the SAC in ﬂnw oris sont memoranda to
bty Viesanmy == -

'..-.'_'. e 4..-..:0.‘.. hl-.b Hlt .{i!‘x" an u.\ [(b) (7)(0#-5- SN -J‘}d tha:
[(b)(?)(c) '.-0-u.-ll.d.li.l-t.l.-I...l.lll....l..t.'l.lnt

. Ll
e speculated zbout whetnuz the Atcorney General wight bz evis
to [--(b)(j)(c).l....--.. - 8 & L L --..-...--.I - -
......,,.,,_,,,Llh,,,_,,:],jfs pﬂ\ht Wp an inconsigsiency in
rhe artitude of the Burzau comnseraing [_(5)(1) c)] Cn onz hand,

[WOXQ] was referred to in some Bureau memas sl ().

.l-l..ICI'I...III.‘.I.I....'.lll'll.ll‘l.lU..l.l....ll...ll.l:

l.-lllll..l I“, ptﬂers he wan c F"d as pa“t Of hht" ?I‘OD.‘: of
[(b)(?)(c)‘.lll-l-..........‘-.I..'...l.I...'] 11‘3' lﬁ-eau "ls')

reporied King's reaction to stoxies thot [ (b)(?)(c)........]

0P SECRET
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e veportedly stated, "No matter what a man was, if he could
stand up now and say he is mot connacted, then as far as I
am concerned, he is eligible to work for wme." In October < i
1962, acticles appeared in the Augusta, Georgis Chrenicie, y
Tﬁ%)%%s(nguis Globe Dermoerat end other papers exposing

eeseses | SCLC connections. The Bureau advises that
the article was the result of a COINTELERO activity. The recom-
mended action was to seund public source information to frieamdly
madia in those southern states which had universities that ¥ing °
had announced would be targets of efforts at integration. [(I.)('l)(t‘.ﬂ
resigned in November from SCLC.G%J . -

. In_Cectober 1962, the FBI began its security investigation

.

CLASSIFIED: SECRET | ' ,
... EXEMPT- 5 USC §552(b)(1) N AN ol
P z) A | AR TS 2
< ! ) . i 2 RIS
in late 1062 King publicly criticized the Burzau by R

stating that agents in the South were southern Porm and unsym-
pathetic to the civil rights movement and, therefoce, unable
to protect Megroes or to investigate their claims of police

brutality. @)

CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET

EXEMPT- 5 USC §552(b) (1)
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CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET....EXEMPT- 5 USC §552(b)(1)

In July Attormey General Kenmnedy rezeived n mems from e
the Dizecter reportinz a rcoguest from Senator Momroney {(D-Okie,;
for information conceralcg vacisal azitaticn and cousaaaist ia- At
fluenne in recinsl matters. (Scnaters lognusen (C-Wash,) made s

o

simiiar inquivry a few days later). The Sepator’s request was
apparently prompted by testimony by Gov. Ross Barpmett of issis-
sippi azainst an administration publiec acccmmodations bill,
Barnett had raised the questicn of communist infiuence. Two
"days later Gov. Wallace of Alabacza testified in similar fashicn.

t
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The Director's memo to the Attormey Seneral statad that the
Cousmunist Party was not able to assume a leaderchip cole In
racial enrest at that tlme but hoped to axploit tie situaticn

ldE]-_{."_ted pursuant to -(bj (7) (C)' srsssessssess S -_:--.- -],‘/'-; )

On July 15, 1963, Attorney Gemaral Kennedy apparently
initiated a discussion with his FBI lizison, Courtney Evans,
concerning the foasibility of clectronic surveillarce on
Dx. Ring Lecause of possible communist influence on King.
Evans disccuraged che Attoraey General, weighiang the rTisk of
public disclosure against the difficulty of electronically
surveilling King who moved about the country so much but
stating that a feasibility study could bs dona. After tne
Atlanta office reported that electronic surveillance was
fazsible and secure, the Buresu prepared the necessaty
authorization papers for a tesur on Kinz's resident or at
any future address to which he may move, and for a casur on
SCLC or any future address to which it may move, and sent
them to the Attormey General on July 23. On July 15, the
Attorrey General declined, believing it to be ill a&vised.@:)

on July 17, 19583, President Kennady answerzd & gues-
tion at a press conference to the effect that ther: was no
evidence that civil rights dewonsirations were commumnist
inspirad. It was in this same month that the FEL opaenad
an investigative file called "Communist Influsnce in [acial
Mertere', On July 128, the Director ssnt a2 mexo U= ail 3A%s
imstructing thom o bo alert to oy infsraation concorning
such influence. The Attowney Gonercl szid in Suly thot the
FBI had no evidence that any civil rights leaders were con-
trolled by Communists. Letters similar in tore wers sent to
Senators Magnuson 2nd Monvoney on July 23, Om July 29,
Hoover sent the Attorney General an 1€ page memorandum cap-
tioned: '"Martin Luther King: Affiliation with the Commumist

Hovement". [Heleteﬂﬂpgrsuant to (b) (1).c....CLASSIFIED: TOP.SECRET

tresesseseecssseassass | The Attorney Ceneral was upssi,
particularly in view of his recent public statements. hLe
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. Depactmene, In the same mench, ths Burean goCVES.
saticn teiween (UXNO) and Gordon iHaslell of the AC + tho
\ttorney General or Edward R, Merrow, then head cE the DSTIA,
might give Wing an 2u2rd on behell of the ACLU. Inm om 2ffsxt

e pravant tha presentation, Murvow was sant a2 STCRET letter
sévising hdm that Haskell had besn elscted cheimosn ol vhe
Indcpandont Scelalist League asbout sis yaars p;cv&;uslaﬂ'i}Ak
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balicved that cortala people would feel he was protecting ¥Xing

He sent Liie meao mlck to the #3L demandipy documentation o t,,,_,
allepacicns abous Rinz. [ CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET......ess.
-----anc---o.o---.L\Ll{PT' 5 USC (b)(l)..---o-.--o--cr.oou---a-n L

o.cl------..-0----.--------o-uc----o-c----l!llttl.li-l'l _(TS)

CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET- EXEMPT- (b)(l)

- (TS
Also in fmgust 1953, the Tdeleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C)
Litééf.........................] A conversarion between Xing
aund aa arplayesz of "SCLTTViEs ovarheard as a result of a iesur
On « «.CYIXC) -+ home which Attoraecy Ganeral Keanedy had
cuthorlzed in July =t the sume time he had refused authworiziung
on Kinn; [deleted pursuant to (b)(?)(C).......................

e 2k

It was also in Augusc 1963 that the Domestic Intelli-
genca Division of the FBI, headed by Williem Sullivan prepared
a memorzndum analyzing the communist party's etfforcs te exploit

‘egroes. The menorindun concluded that the effort was 1gr e'y
unsuceessful tut sheuld b2 c]ougly watched, It statcd that tha
Cormiaist Party regurdad King as the must likely veuicle thuough
which it could achieve its goals. It contained no new informa-

tion about Xing and did not concludz that he was a comwun1bt(?b,
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Ring askad ..aD) this time if his "friend",

25, Sullivan apologized again and renewed his
. intensified coverage.

L O

VUSSR ==

E Y

Hoover rejected the memo with a sarcastic reminder that the
same FBI personnel had once sald the same thing aboui Castro.
Sullivan apclogized saying the Director was right aad he and
others wera wrong. Sullivan called King the most dangerous
Negro in the country from the standpoint of cormuniszm, the
jegro and national security. The memo disclosed that five
people ware working full time at Headquarters on ‘the Negro-

© comnunisi influence’ quesl_ion f'u.}

"In September the substance of more overheard conversa-
tions were reported to the Attorney General., It appears that
at this time King had stopped talking directly with WG
because of the pressure from the Kennedy administraticn.
However, indicaticns are that Kingz communicated with (p)7)XE)

« S EYCeY vwhe had now become counszl to King. - Indeed,

: s CETIEY -
vnderstood why King had not called him. King said he wanted
to wail until the civil rights debate was over. The Attornay
Ceneral wac advised that @(DE) was overheard talking with Kirg,
O(DED and [ ]about various matters including the Eirming-
ham bewbing, a replacement for QYXC), making money from a

record of King's sneeches and a forthasming bosk 5 Ki*".;43§f[4_

In Sentaxhkar Dore=u Headquer

& terg imstructed itz fiald
fflces in Atlanta and New Yo k to do 2 feasibility study cn
technical surveilicnee on Ring and SCLE in both cities; citing

es their 3 afle ed communlsi infinencs

ustificetion not oaly allege
[ deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C). 0.%.] On September 16,
DdLlLVun propused inersassd coverage of the Coamunist Party's
forts to influence MNegroes. Hoover rejected the proposal
sarcautically saying that it would be a wuste of resources in
view of the earlier memo of Sullivan's Division. On September
pruposal for
Hoover approved the proposal on October

1, 1963.(»)
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- On Octobar 10, 1963 Attormmey General Kennedy approved

the renuest cn a trial basis (he also apprcvad a tesur on SCLC

in New York City at the szme time; on Octoter 21, he approved

on2 on SCLC in Atlanta) saying to continue it if preoductive

results and asking to.be advised if pertinent information de-
veloped on cormunist connections. Attormey General Kennedy

had expressed concern about a tap on King's hcone from a secu- -
rity standpoint. He tcld Evans, "the last thing we could

afford to have weuld be 2 discovery of a wiretap cn King's
residance'. After receiving Evans'’ assurance of security,
Kenuedy said that he recognized the importance of coverage 1f
substantial information was to be developed abour the ralatiocu-
stip batween King and the Comzunist Party. Although tha file

 reflocts che coverage was to be evaluzted after 30 days becausa
of ¥enmpedy's uncertainty about it, thare is no recowrd that the
Tnresw: aver weat bzek te the Attormey General for approval or
that Rennedy inguired about the resulis. Howewver bis brether
:as assassinated anon efter the 30 day evaluation was com-

lated. The evaluation was intermal and it resuized In = 20

day cxtension, largely bacaus2 of infor-matica obtainzd that

had nothing to do with cowrunist influence, for example,

—LQElEEEE:;£EZ£Zi£C)"']SCLC finances and King's travel plarst (w)

- .\l "

Bureau records indicate that seven wiretaps and sixteen
ophon=s were used against King or SCLC over a two year

CONFIDENTIAL
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WWiretan :u“vell’ nce Dr. Kioy ond the SCILC
Locaticn Instalied piscontinued
wing's home 11/8/63 4/30/85 Goni
New York City cpartment 8/14/64 9/8/64 T
Hyatt House, Los Angeles 4124] 64  4/26/84
Hyatt llouse, Los Ar-.g,eleu 7/7/64 7/9/%4
Claridge Hotel, -
Atlantic City - 8/22/¢64 7 8f27/64
SCLC, Atlanta 11/8/63 6/21/65
SCLC, New York 10/24/63 1/24765%
. 7/31/64 , 7/31/64
A (&)

-

Microphcne Surveillance of Dr. Xipg: Jan. 64-Wowv. 85 .

e g

Location ' o Installed
Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C. 1/5/64
‘Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee .. 1]27/64%
 Hilton H;aa;ian Village, Honolulu 2/18/64
. Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles 22005
Hyatt House, Los Angeles Lo 2022154
Statler Hotel, Detrcit -t 3/19/54
Senztor Motel, Sacxyamentc ; 4/2376%
Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles - 717154
¥-nger Hotel, B¢ avannah .5/28/54
_ Tarl: Shersten, lew York o 318165
{ Americapa Hotsl, New York - 1/28/85
} park Sheraton, Wew York ars. < 3/29/65
‘ Sheraton Atlantic, New York 5/12/65
Astor Hotel, New York 10/14/65
New Yoric Hilton, MNew York 10/28&/65

smericane llotel, New York
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In Octcbhar the Attormey Genceral was advised that Ung
and (B 2zain Jdiscussed a replaceuent for GDCe) and that
R snid e would discuss it with King's “friend”. Raennady
was also advised that King had received a telegram frow a &
Russian poet. e

In October the Duresau seat to various government offi-
cials a monograph captioned: Communicm and the Negre lMovement -
a4 Currant Analysis. It concerned King primarily and contained
unfzvorable refereunces to him, Including perscnal conduct un-
veleted to any association with the Communist Party. The
Surcau lkmew it would upset the Attornsy General. It did., He
orderced all copics recovered. They wer&(ﬁl)

In November the Bureau had the tesurs in place at 'King's
home and at SCLC Yeadauarters and ths2y bezan to cverhear King
Ealiing feiisecessonoenasaee BYLTYCC) wviv s oanannsnonss s sioesssess)
and recounting past meetings. They alsc overheard conversatious
between King and (BXDE) about a forthcoming book and a meeting
in New York with «..(B)C?XO --. . . (photographs were taken
chowing ¥ing, ... - - + + ¢+ together in New York) aazd about
a fund ralsing party for King r"cmssrmsu SBCRET v cumwie s wiste

L
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Returmning to Dzcember 1963 the Buresu learned through
one of the taps that King was going to meet with Presideant
Jolmson, lioover approved sending to thie White House the wono-
f.waph abouc King that had been previcusly disseminated but re-
cziled by Actorney Generzl Keanady., Hoover did not advise the
Aztomcy Ceneral of his inteantion. In fact, for some time
1fter President Kennedy's assassinatien, Hoover ccomunicatod
directly with the White House and did npoc always inforxm the
Atomney General of what hz was doing(?l)
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,of Kirg for ninety days and to give the case priority attentiongL)
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Also in Decenber, presumably sensing an opportunity

because of a new Yresident o beccme more aggressive in thel
effort tc diserndit King, the Burcau had a one day confeoranc

at ‘Headquarters to explore the communist influence in racial

matcers zid to “discuss avenues of approzcn to exposing King's 5
unhoiy aliiance with the CPUSA". A 21 item working paper was '
preparad in advance cf the meeting. Sullivan characterized

King as a ''dupe of the communists but also a man of low chaxr-
acrer". Sullivea prepared 2 memorandum for his superiors re-
porting the results of the December 23 wmeeting. The weeting

was attendad by two agents from Atlanta, Sullivan and four

other men Erom Headquarcers. Sulliven reported that tie meei-~
ing pointed up the need for further information on six points.
Tour dealt with SCLC, its money and its pers nnel., The cther

wo dealt specifically with King and his personal life. Sullivan
stated, "We will, at the proper time when it can be done with-
out embarassment to the Bursau, expose King as an immoral
opportunist who is not a sincere person but is exploiting the
racial situation for personal gain... [We] will expose King

for the clerical fraud and Marxist he is at the first opgpor-
tunity"”. It was agreed to continue the security investigacion

D. 1964 .

In January 1964 Xing was named “Han of the Yeur" by Tims
Magazine. O & UPLI press rlease annouvncing the selecition,
Hoover wrote: "They had to dig dzep 1n the garbage to coma
wirh this one', On January 8, 1964 a memo was prepared by
guilivan reccmrending getting King off of his pedestal and re-
placing him with ancther of the Bureau's choosirg. The idea
was endorsed by Hoover. Headquarters toid its Atlanta office
to start sending daily memos abount King. In a follow up to
the December 23, 1263 meeting the Bureau beszan a.review of
the tax returns for the previcus 5 years of King, SCLC and the
Gandhi Society; the Director instructed Atlanta to s2ek infor-
mation of adverse views of King or SCLC from within the Negr
movement, stating these would be good four counterintelligence;(u)
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the Director instructed New York to stay alert for tax evasion
information on Kiag or his organizations and to proviae infozma-
tion of any effort to utilize the media to enhance Zine's image.
Ciwicusly, these instructions pertained to information that
wight be obtained through tesurs and misurs{f&)

The first micrpphone surveillances of King occurred in
January 1954 at the Willard Hotel, An eight page summary of
the tape was preparad and delivered to Walter Jeniiins of the
White House staff. [ deleted pursuant to (B)(7)(C)eececonees .
::...................Z}...........J.....ij.;4;:..] ‘nover rejected
a rocoTEndation that THe Attorney Gemaral get a copy. Sullivan
pointed cut that Xennedy wight reprimand Kiag, theraby fore-
closing the possibility of developing similar informatiom. .
Sullivan said it was important to have such informaticn in erder
to completely diseredit King as a leader of the Negro paopla.
Ta briefing Jenliins, Cartha DeLoach acknowledged that the Direc-
tor wanted addirional informaticn prior to discusging it with
certain friends-meaning, -among others, the media.{i)

'On January 27, 1964 Sullivan approved amotier misur at
2 Wilwaukae hotel. The razcommending memo pointed aut that be-
moena molice would ba nearby, | deleted pursuant to ()M -
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The Attomey General was advised that King mer in New
Ve-ls et L, (D) ...  and others in January. aisd in Janua:s",
[(b)(7) (€hs overheard calling King a "sucker, #ionoramt’, .
inexparienced", a 'bad writer" and "without business sense'.(W)

On January 17, 1964 Headquarters approved discontinuance
of the coverage at SCLC in New York because cof the o%fi:a‘s
inactivity. Coverage was to be reconsidered if the office ?av
came active. Hnover testified before the iHouse Appropriatlicns
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Comzaiztee in January amdl made scue off-the-record remavks a2bout
2ing and che comsunist Influence in the racial movewent, waich
cavsed a public furor when they were discussed in a Joscph Alsop
acwspaper coluan in April.(w)

CLASSIFIED: SECRET........EXEMPT- (b)(1)

IO | 8

On February 12, 19¢3 the Director in 2 mems to the Atlania
officze, refarred to a conversation in which[ deleted pursuant
to_(b)(?T(C).f......]:.............................LL;,.] loover
tmnrmyetad Atlanta fo be alert to [-(b)(7)(C)....lEor countexr-
intellicence purposes. He indicated He wanted to capitaiizz on
it and welcomed suggestions as to how it could be done.ﬂkj

On February 13, 1984, Assistant Attorney Gereral Buxika
Marshall sent files to the White House concerning King,[(b)(7)(C)]
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[« (b)(7)(C),. .Ja made parctic reference to a September 1263

o

memo he sent to the Director concerning his, Marshall's, con-
versation with King in which he provided King with specific
informaticn about[...(b)(7)(C).....]. Marshali wanted President
Jonnson to know of King's backzround. He did not krow that
the Bureau hod b22n providing ths White House with such infor- 2
mation. Deloach sent Hoover a memorandum about Marshall's e
letter and a meating DeLoach had with Bill Moyers and Walter

" Jernkins about the.letter. He reported that the White House
aistrusted Attorney General Kennedy's motives in providing the
files., Personal marginaiia written on the memo by KHoover in- .
dicates his dislike of Marshall and Deputy Attoraey Ceneral
Katzenbach. lf')")

in vesponse to information about a rumored plct to
assassinate King, Headquarters sent Atlanta a memo-on the
eighteenth stating that the Bureau was to be advised promptly
of information concerning violence to be diracted against King,
Finally in February the Director advised the New York and J
Atlanta offices to gather all previous raferences to King's :
fortheoming bosk and put them in one memorandum so that the
Burean could take some action in counterintelligence or other-
wice "eo discrodit King ur otherwise neutralize his elfective-
ness because cf communist influence on hhnﬁk?»)

¥ing met cn Februzry 29 with [...(0)(7)(C)....] in New R
Yoz City.(?) . o M
. Vhen ¥ing went to Hawail in February,, agents from San “ R
Francisco were sent to the island to inctall micrcphonas ia :
his hotel. Suilivan justified the installation as an attempt
to cbtain facts about King [..(b)(7)(C).}o that .... might be
used against him.@l) _

P

, In March 196%, conversations continued to be intercepted
and reported. A4lso in March King was zpproached by twc people
in gevernment: one was an invitation from Sargent Shriver to
consult on a poverty study being done by OEQ; the other was a
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discussion with a member of the State Department (friend of

the Kemnedy's) about King's participating in a civil rizhis
memorial for President Kennedy. Among tha comments on the

Burczau memo abosut these coantacts were that it was sheekiag,

in view of Attorney General and White House knowledze of King's
Communist Party cormections, that is was disturbing, particu-
larly because King was "...an individual so fraught with evil.ﬁ:)

Or March &4, it was recommended to Sullivan and approved
by Hoover that the Attorney General be given the results of
rhe Willard Hotel misur and more recent misurs in Hawaii and
Los Angzeles., Evans was to tell the Attormey General that King
shouldn't be told of the information:. He was provided the
information now baczuse Berl Bernhard was scheduled to inter-

- view King in connection with a possible memorial te President
Rennedy and it was thought that the Attorney Generzl might
cancel the interview. The White House was also provided with L
the more recent information. (W) S _ T

On March 9, 1964 ()(D(<) met with King in Atlanta, 1In

March, the Bureau proposed and carried out several sigmnificant
,ections against King, They installed 2 misur on Sulliwvan's
" authorizaticn in a Detroit hotel where Ring was staying. After

= r i - - - e A . 1 - g . nl'.
izgraina that Marquoaile University was going to z2ward Wing 2n -

e
honorary degree, Hoover approved having the SAC In Hilwaukee P
give tha Chancellor of the University a wonograpn spoui King ;
that cited his communist party connections and referved te iils 4
being a moral degenerate. Marquette had previously honored N2
Poover and the Bureau memo that recommended this accion thouzht A
it was "shocking" that the University would also honor_Kipg{il) .

()CNCC -+ ++, whom King was considering adding to his
staff, attended a party in New York at the Soviet Mission. As
a counterintelligence activity, the FBI provided the MNew Yeork
Daily Wews with this information for a news article which was
published. The Director turned down a request cf Reprasenta-
tive Smith of Virginia for information about RN < @b <= IR

T
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with the notation, '"not now". King was photographed by the FBI

i Loy Angeles ?ith an aide and

oy A \ o

Rdod i-‘ ‘

SNINCIRRAER S |

——

CLASSIFIED: SECRET....EXEMPT- 5 USC §552(b) (1)

| 6

In April 1964, Deloach briefed Senator Saltonstall (Mass.)
and Surinzfield College fresident Gienn Clds (now Presidant
of Went State University) about King in an unsucceasful cffort

to provent the awvarding of an honorary degree.

Also in April

Josovh Alsoon publisched the articla concerning King, cormunist

corcections, and Hoover's January testimony concerning commmist
iufluence on racial matters. King responded by criticizing the
Burzau's concern with communism and not with racial problaﬁsft{J
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P
iy 3

I e T

e w i e Oy & I el g

L . s Tggaanty :.«!- L0 - Tk

Ly

i iy



e X1, = SRR R s ey T
‘-\..‘ -} wo? v i
A NN I

g

CLASSIFIED: SECRET.....EXEMPT _ 5 USC §552(b) (1)

on April 23, 1964 Sullivan authorized a misar on King
in Los Angeles and one in Sacramento. Also in Aoril lloover
agprovad permitting the State Department's Burcau of Intelli-
gence andé Reszarch o read the ‘'recalled" monograph about King.
The White House and Attorney Geazral were tuld that King, in
a near intoxicated state, said he was going to go oa a hunga
strike in D.C. and die unless the Civil Rights Bill was passod.
Attornsy Gemeral Keanady was advised that King had refused to
4 debate Malecolm X. King confused thz Director when, for unknowvn
-aascns, he nad his secretary advise the FIT ke was goiang to
give a cpeech in the Philadelphia area. Apparently this was
the first time King had told the Bureau of his plans and the
Divector wanted to kaow why., In later months_ond years, King
usually told the Bureau of his travel plaus(?a)

The pace of Bureau activity concerning King then sewms
o have slackened Ffor a few months. In fact, in *ay 1964
svhe Atiunca office was told to leave personal wmuizrial zuout
ging enly in intra-Bureau communicaticns and not in enything

thei migui be disseminated., However, the Few York cificze was i
Gireatad to caavass New York banks to find any acciunis Gx '
1#Y - _— N SN L= 3 ot . - < Tl qvas?
~ime.  An updated profile of King was prepared im 2y aas

-y
| S B FEL IR
"
ne Resarre

25 tha juscificoticn for keeping Xing in Secticn A oX tho R ;
- - - s . = — -~ 3
I.lex bacause of "'subject's position as Presideal of SCLC énc !
. s e cyny = | AL
he ccntinues tc be centrolled by o munists." The summary of .
"

rLhe prolile originally contained a statement that King ... _
‘CLASSIFIED: SECRET......EXEMPT- 5 USC §552(b) (1)
R o ! ()

In May 1964 King repeated an earlier criticism of the
a

FBI's concern with ccmmumnist influence on him 2n the racial
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tesseessasss] On June B, HeadqUiTrers seut another Temc Lo

- . -

MSSFE  SEC

moverieni by saying that ‘the Bureau should be more concerned with
such things as bembings against hlack people. Also in Moy, the

Dixr cector congra tulated the Atleata office for some investh: L;auivp
worl thac appearcd to indicatel(b)(7)(B)d prepared a letter for
King in February. Headquarters considered tnis a most importaat :
development whick showed continuing ties between (b)(7)Cand King. Vae s
On Nay 18, Headquarters told Mew York to update their informniiou ,

on 0' uell.v;) ' , _ _ #ig

Ia June 1964, a lew York attorney, Harry Wachtel, sesus
to have become an advisor to King. Ia the White Heuse, Lee
Whnite, izter to become Chairman of the Federal Power Coxmission,
had become the liaison with King and civil rights groups. When
his nzme appeared, Hoovaer asked, "What do we know about Les
white?" He was provided with background informatien that sams
day. On June 3 and &, 1984 the White House and the Attewney
General rezspectively uere given double or tripel hesrsay lnfor*
mation about [.....(b)(?)(C).....................................

varicus Iisld offices r,mlndlng them to be "...ettgenaly alert t e
to any aad all information avsilable bearing upon the mattexr o

.of [..-a.--(b)(?)(C)....-....] We shonuld he aler: to ony eifvo- - "
tion which might merit exploitation by the Bursau a '

PR T N =
t the propezr

time. .. " SiEuLflﬁuutkyz howaver, on the eleventh, Waadguartars

aear 2 memo to fizld offices in Jackaonv_llc (St. Augu

was ithe scene of civii rights dswoastratisas af that U

Atianca zné New York cuphasizing tho nescessity of advising local

police czllc*axo, milicary und secret service persomnel wheﬁever

che Buresu received informaiion coucerning a threat to King

1ife. The memo indicated it would be embarassing to the Pureau

if there were claims of inaction or delay concerning such tblcatqﬁ;)

Oon June 12, 1964 Sullivan preparcd a memo for Alea Belmonik,
tcl1inv of Sullivan's meeting with a Dr. Espy, the General Secre- 5
ary of the National Council of Churches of Christ. Dx. Espy ot
wanthu to know of King's comnunist ties, Suvllivan told him of f
that and of King's personal life. In the memo, Sullivan wrote, P
UT think that we have sowed an idea here which may do some good. ﬁU
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In July. an internal Burzau memc justifled the contin-
uavce of tesurs previcusly authorized o K ng. On July 17,
tb White lHousa (Jemkias), 2t lloover's dL&g *tion, was given a
agseriptive susmary of [.....(b)(7)(C)......................
------] The Attornzy Gereral was nat;tA) T T
~ In mid-July King was to appear in Grezenwood, Mississippi
shortly after it was learmed that.three civil rights workers
were wissing in the Philadelphia, Mississippi area. Hoover did
not want to afford protecticn to Dr. King and he spoks separately
with the President and the Attormey General. The President
finzily told Hoover he wanted the FEL to be with King and to
make a statement that they would investigate violations of federal
law in that ragard(ﬁl} ‘ .

.-

On July 23, while listening to Xing's talephone, the R

Bureau hzard of a2 report of plans to kill King. The rumor was ety
checked wit negative results. The Bureau waes provided with a
report of checks drawn in June from King's New York bank account.
The Bureau briefed {ongressman Pucinski of Illimois of some of
King's background. And on July 29, 1964 King was overteaxd
,thlinz ..(b)(?)(C)..] ke 2id not uhln“ he should bp‘a" iv, Hollam

+ or Bedford - Stuyvesant (where there had been racial rknzlﬂg;
because the Y, ..communists groups would do everylhing tuey cotld
to discrediz e“.ola ‘ ‘

a7

In Augusc aiﬂ September 1964, Hoover apgroved propesalic
£o hava an ASAC in New York try to get Cardimal Spe‘lgan to I
prevent the Pope from granting an audience to King, to have 9o
DeLoach go to roxrmer Elaenxcwev Press Sacretacy James Hagerty ‘
to prevent ABZ from doing a telavision biogrzaph of King, and
to have Deloach go to the Chairmzn of the Board of Curtis
Publishing Company which published tha Satuzday Evening Yost to
pravent the publishing of an article by King in th2 magazine,
According to Durezn memcs, although the Card:nal was ''gratified
that the Directcr thought enough of him" to convey the informa-
tion, the cudience was granted. Hoover wrote, “istounding" on
two news articles which reported the audience. Ca a third, he
wrote "I zm cmazed that the Pope gave an audience to such a
degenernte.?ﬁ;;
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CLASSIFIED: EXEMPT- (b)(1)
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Attorney General Kernedy resigned im September and he

gave Ccurtney Evans the material about King's hotel activitizs
provided him on two earlier occasions by the FBI. Kennedy did

rot want the material in Department cf Justice files acd he
recowmended that the FBL destroy it. Heoover refused to do so
and directed that it be retazined in 2 secure 1oca';i.sn.(ﬁ )

CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET- EXEMPT-(b) (1)
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CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET....EXEMPT=(b) (1)
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. When King was overhzard telling (now Congressman) Walter
Fauntroy he was not sure he would attend a "get out the vote"
nezting of clergymen in Hew York bacauss of Carvdinal Spellaman's !
conservatism, Hoover wrote, "Have (8AC) Malone alert tie Cardinalﬂﬁi):“

In October 1964, Jawes Bland of the FBI recoumended that
the tesur be kept or King's home. '0Oa October 11, two more in-
ternal Ruresu memés defined the procedure to £sllow when the
FRI was notified absut threats on King's 1ife. The Buveau was
to notify the Atlanta police and appropriate loecal police,-as
well as federal agencies. The FBI would not notify Wing, leav-
ing that to localpolice. Headquarters instructed Chicago to
checikk on a possible account of King's at a Chicago bank. Eig
days later, Chicago recomnendad against the attenpt becaussa
hed no ectabliched sources in this "Negrc bank in 2 Neare neigh-
borhend," Hoover wrete, YShameful!"™ on two news articles. onz
aanouncing King winning the Nobel Peace Prize and one, an edi-
torial, praising King and the civil rights movemant{ﬁJ
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The ¥B{ stepped up its campaign against Kiag dusing the
nent theez months in probable reasction to his getiing Los novel
Prize, By this time Nichslas deB. Katcenbach was: scting Attex-
ney General. On the third of Hovember, Hoover zdvised the White
House znd the Acting Attorney General of King's ferthcoming
Saturday Evening Post article but he said noching about his
attempt to prevant its publication., On November 5, a talephone
cenversation batween GO and King was overheard by the FBI.
In the conversation, (b)(7)(C)was refarred to LY both men as
eI (C)eense « « pointed out that (b)(7)(Chad abidzd by
carlier decisioas but now they were mot in the same sitaution
as they were with the Kennedy Administration and that the Civil

TOP- SECRET
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" sses.’/in the hope that the paper would expose King's possible

“asseapsvesesseel (&1

. together xecent 1nformat10n indicating "further evidesnces of
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Rights Act had been passed. He said that ((CC) wanted ©
meet with King., King said that the matter could be diccuss
jn a forthooming rmeeting in New York and that, “...after ti
clection, it would be a mew situation'. The White House and
Acting Attorney General were advised of this informatiou.(@J

.

CLASSIFIED: EXEMPT UNDER (b) (1)

. R S |
-On HWovember 12 information was given to the [ (b)(7)(C)]

and pro,nmﬂtive[.................;.......(b)(7)(C)...........u

Tha State Departmant asked for security information zbouf
A.

= of tha Oslo twxip. On Neovember 13, iz 2 meme to
osistant Scerstary of State for Qﬁrwrﬁh tha Dgrasa
-?_1"'[¢Cﬁ(b)(7)((l)ttl-] HP was cal*ecllllcllllllcoiit

..1.;..;............:TTTTTTTZ...(b)(T)(C) T T T Tl

eeseee] TKTseon The 13th, tie

Eﬁgﬁf‘tu LUNACR Was fold U6 advise thne U.S. Ambagsadoxs to - _
Pngland and Nerway of King's backgreund in an nffort to Lore—‘ .
stall emo_asy receptions for King. @xy ‘ o '

On MNovenmber 16, 196 a memo was prepnred vhich pulled

the influences in hizh places which ﬂdrtin Luther Xing, Jr.,
and his associztss are able to wield." On the 13th, ﬂoover

" CONIDENTIAL

v
LA



= 57 e, s s s
< J

o ~
S M s L 5 e
met with a delegation of several women reporters. Gm the recoxd,

he called Ring "a notorious liax'. Heovor's remaric caused a

sensation. Off the record, licover said of Kiwg: "le it one of

the lowest characters in the country'. Later one of these xTe=- .
porters apparently asked to cover a proposad meeting botiween . "
Hoover and King. Hoover wrote on the memo reporting the reguest, 5,
" W have no appcintment with King and 1 do not intend to nake

one"(;J

On November 19, 1964, Frederick J. Baumgardner sent a
memo ta Sullivan reporting a discussion between Wachtel and
Rusiin as to how to respondd to Hoover's '"liar" statement. The
memo indicated that an investigation was being conducted to
determine Wachtel's connection with the coumunist movement. In
a rather lengthy cbservation, Baumgardner.wrote:(aﬂ sl

. "he significant thing involved here
is not that these individuals have
jumped quickly to King's defense,
but rather tnat they are seizing the
opportunity, in line with a long-held

. eormunist objective, to launch a2 ‘
campaign to cust the Direztor as haad.
of the FBI{?A} S

The important thing at this
point is to follsw thils matecar
closely to determine the degre2
to which King follows their

.. . . advice in regard to issuing the
' ) statement prepared by Wachtel
for we will then have further
evidence of the extent to which
king is heing used by communist
symapthizers in support of com-
munish objectives.?{l)

S —

“——— CLASSIFIED: SECRET...EXEMPT UNDER (b) (1)

SECRET

T, "'3"‘?"'.!"”"" R TR ’”‘Tﬂ-' Lt : . = . ‘
SRS 11 _'“Q‘f_i"‘-'._*"‘ut“.:j[.\_'-'ﬁ ko I i S I u kg ey T ™ 0 S e L N



B *° SECRET

CLASSIFIED: SECRET....EXEMPT UNDER (b)(1).......
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King sent Hoover a telegram responding to the Diruztu<’y
calling him a 'motorious iiar". On Novamber 20, it was recoa-
manded that Hoover igncre it. - Hoover wrote: "oK. Buc I can't
understand why we are unable to get the true facts“before the
public. We can't even get our accomplishments published. U-
are never taking the azaressive but allow 1liss Lo ramain un-
answerad?. A new 51 page profile of King was prepared aoa the
23rd. ©On thz same day, Sullivan authorized the State Deporiment
to brief the USIA sacurity officer about King. The security
officor then requasted supporting data so that he could diguudie
JUSTA. £yam oponsering Kiag on a trip through Eurorz, Afriza arn
the Wear East. Delmont approvad dizseminating the infoﬁaaciun{u)

CLASSIFIED: SECRET....EXEMPT UNDER Mb)(L)eaess

o 5 e P .‘\?) o N S ML LN -
On Wovember 27, 1964, Roy Wilkins requested and was
.arxantad a meeting with DeLoach after Hoover hsd given a speeech
at Loyola University in Chicago in which he referrad to "s:xgnl
degenerates' in civil rights groups. According to 2 memorancli
prepared by DeLoach of the meeting, Wilkins aslked that the F3I1
not ruin Xing because thac would ruin the civil rigats movendni.
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e

it TR ARGy £ A




et et 1 e iy

INCLASSIFED

The memo states that Wilkins said he would try to get Xing to
retire. ©DeLoach wrocte that he chastized Wilkins for his comments
about lcover and the FBIL. He said ha warned Wilkins that 1f

King wanted a war with the FBI, they had the ammunition ond weuld
win. Wilkins was reported as saying he knew King was a liar and
had sympathies toward the communist movement., Hoover sent a
letter to President Johnson about the meetiug.ﬁf; ;

- Wi g

On November 30, permission was given to the Legat in London
to brief U.S. Ambassadors in Sweden and Denmark about King. On
the same day King asked ®UX o discuss his five minute accep-
tanca speech with .. . (BCINO . - - « - «++ He also said he was
going to ask Andy Young and Harry Wachitel to write a 5 minute

speech °ach(q)

, Andruw Young called DeLoach cn December 1, 19864 and re-
qt_es..nd a meeting between King and the D,.rer'tor. Young said
that King wanted to talk about the future and not the past.
‘DeLoach said ke told Young that the "...crusade of defomation
agaiast Mr. Uoo“,r and: the FBI... [the] campaign of slander and
defamation against th2 Divrsctor ond the FBI,.." by King and

 his or aulfatlon Leh nd "our' backs, musi be dropped. iocover

and King met iu Hoover's oifice-on December L, Deloach szat in
on the meeting and wrote s 10 page memo to Mohr about the mser-
inz, One a2nd one half pages covered what Kinz said: the west
covers wiasi Hoover said. Tnds way actually rapresent Lpe rolu-
tive amounts of conversation. King was cwerhsard {ty 2 tap)
talking to a reportér and to Hawrry Wachtel and he tol
that he had spoken For. 1N minutes.and Hoover had spcin
50 minutes. 3ur1ng the meeting King said he could mever be =2
comiunist ‘and bhe referred to his removal of . . -(EXhDCc)----
_Hoover covered many subjects, ircluding FBI infiltration of the
Klan, upgradinz of local nollce, psychonaurotic tendzncies of

- Gov. Wallace, assignment of northern agencs- to the Scuth, scme

n for .45

‘cases, Selma, that Aubrev Lewis (a black man) was an agent,

that there were 10 or 11l Indian agents and "Mexican-blcoded"
agents, and that the Bureau couldn't lower its standards just

because of color. He gave King scome advice: register } Vegrec

© JACLASSIRED
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and educate Megores in certain skills. Hoover said he was 1a
favor of equality in schools and restaurants bur against busing.

He mentioned a

shoesiiine boy in Florida whem he knew who was a

docter. He told Kinz to advise him of any bias or prejudice
by an agent. He told King that agents investigate and do not
provide protection. lle concluded by talking about how good.

agents were with guns u% L .

Oou the s

ame day Deloach met with James Farmer at Farmer's

request. It was similar to DeLoach's meeting with WilkiﬂS.GA!

Hoover memolnialized a call he had from Katzenbach who
. had inquired about the meeting with King. He told .Katzenbach
that King was a persuasive speaker. Katzenbach answered by
saying that's all he could say about King. Hoover" told Katzenbach
that King and Abernathy praised the Bureau and that he (Koover)

- . had "taken the

ball away from King'' at the beginning of the meei-
=

.ing. Hoover sent a letter to President Johnsen and desecribed

the meeting as

most amicéble.(ﬁi e

On the same day, Joseph Sizoo of the FBI sent Sullivaa
_-a memo suggesting that selected ¥egro leaders come to rhe FRT

-on the pretext

of learning the facts about what the FEI was

doing under the Civil Righis statmies, THey then would he

told of King's

The White Nouse would not be advised., The sugss
to be a follcw-up to DeLsach's meeting with Wilk s

1dea apparently did not get beyond Suliivan and o i R
‘was not executed.(%il R L T L S o T e

. .. Novembar. .The

background in an effort to have him removed.
stion appaars
ins im lata

'On December 2, 1964, the Bureau observed press reaction

to -the meeting.

A columist whio took Hoover's sides was sent a

- letter of appreciation; a TV commentator who said King had '
"rirned the other cheek" by seeking the meeting was sent nothing.
On the third, the Bureau was advised by a police officer vho '
was assigned to protect King in Cincinnati that King had told

1]
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him he had no controversy with Hoover: that he did not want to
become involved in any controversy with Hoover; thet he would
be a "fool'" to become so_involved; and that he would, therefobe,
avoid press co1£erehces\\u)

.On Decenmber &, 1964 Wachtel told KRing that Nelson Tt
Rockefeller might contribute $250,00 .to King and that Rockefeller :
‘had invited King to lunch. On December 11, Headquarters sent
material to Albany for former SAC Cornellua to brief Rockefeller
about Iing's background. This action revealed that the Burcau
had not chanzed its attitude about King as a result of King's
meeting Haover.@) '

-Also oa December 4, 1964, Moyers called DzLoach and
said that he and the President felt that an updated 13 page
mono graph on King should be disseminated to appropriate govern-
ment officials if it was in the interest of intermal security.

It had been sent to the White House about two weeks previously
‘with a request that Moyers advise whether it should be dissexmi-

nated. It was sent to Justigce, State and Defense Deparcments,

CIA, USIA, and wmilitary 1ntexllvcnce cfficers on December 7..

,On Dec:muer 10. after Hoover approved ii, DeLoach briefad tweo )

- membexs of tha Baptist World Alliance akout ¥ing's baclkground . -

hon -’
in an effort to FcrnsLall an invitation for Xing #o snazk €2
tne grou DaLoach had given a similar briefing six mconihs

arljcr tc the Assceiate Genmerazl Sacretaxy of the Alllluce.

doaver nad diedgproved a proposal to permit the Asssciate
Generd1 :ecre*ary and another to. 1lste* to tapes Ox King(ﬁzJ

On December 10 . 1964 Wacntel advibed K*nc that Attorney

 General Katzenbach had called Jack Greenberg of the NAACP =

Legal Defense Fund to discuss "clearing" soms one for the

. Fifth Circuit. Xing said he would back whomever Greenberg

wanted. Yoover wrote on the memo: "This is shoecking".  The
information was forwarded to the White MHouse and the Acting
Attormey Gegerax.(?h]
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Also on December 1C, after some internal discussion over
whether the Willard tapes sﬁould be complezely transcribed,
Deloach said: "I fully agree that this work should even atually
be done, particularly if an additional controversy arises with
King. I see no necessity, howevew, in this work bezing done
at the present time inasmuch as the controversy has quieted
down considerably and we are not in need of transeriptions

. yxight now, ...lwold off... until there is an actual need",
Hoover wrote: "I think it should be done while it is fresh
in the minds of the specially trained agents. "H". It was done;ﬂij

On December fourteen, Baumbardaer characterized a pro-
posal by SCLC to pnt pressure on white businesses to suppoxt
a homecoming for King's return from Norway as: "Sad commentary
on tactics..." On the same day Headquarters was provided with
a listing of checks drawn on King's New York accouat and the
. SAC in New York was instructed to uncover.any possible paramour
of Xing's on Long Island. Also on the l4th Sullivan proposed

. to Belmont that letters be sent to the White Housa and the
Acting Attorney General in response to an editorial critical
of Hoover and to a proposal by SCEF to send letters critical

" of Hoover to the White House. Sullivan characterized the SCEF

rproposal _n term; of a conflict with K_nb () et -

¥

Ii is evident From the enc-oseu...'
that it will be given ﬂldeSpre ad dissem-
ination. This just highlights what to

. me is an indiSpu:abla faet and that 1is
. : this Bureau has not yet emerzed vie-
' L.+ torious in its conflict with Martin
Luther King.. I think we are deluding
ourselves if we believe that King and
his followers and supporters around the
- country have run for cover and are not
attacking the FBI in one way or another.
In view of this sitvation, realism makess
it mandatory that we take every prudent
step that we can take to emerge com-
-pletely victorious in this confllct.
We should not take any ineffective or
halfway measures, nor blind ourselves
to the realities of the aLtuationY(CJ
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On Decarber seventeen, lloover sent a letter to Moyers

“e 00
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cesessesssvsssrasssssrs M the nindteenth tha monograph about
'Kinig was sent o the Director of - the National Science Foundation
in an effort to stop them from using SCLC as a recruiter of
black applicants for southern schools in their scholarship
program. @1 '

' On December 21, 1964, NSF's Director, Leland Hawerth,
‘was sent more information about King's personal iife by Hoover.
( (b)(7)(0)__,
:TTTTTTTTZ..]__TET735§_fw0ﬂty— [irst, katzenbach was advised oy
Hoover “of an incident which was said to have occurred oevelal
- years bafore in Memphis during a lNegro Baptist Convention.
[......................;.......(b)(?)(c).....................

.ll'l....l‘.l-l'....l.-....O..l...l'.l'l T!iat 1nrcr-1(l\:'..'.r‘1 ll-,o.

was senl Lo varicu:

...t-..-..‘l-.tl..-llolI--.lIClllllcc.ll] Was

buvccnmuwh orizclals tnls ud] (u)

on Dacec; er 29, 1964, FeaquaLLers was adv‘scd b“ At;anth
of twe couversations involving Coretia Kinz, ona witil Lﬁnz‘a
secretary and one with Andrew Young. They discussed King's
mental state, his rambling conversaticns in Hew Yook, an atliem wied
fight with Abemathy in Londen and the Hoover confliat, ‘They
discussed how King might be relieved of some pressures. The
transnission from Atlanta nuted- "The above information is Leing
furnished for the Bureau's information to bcquaint thz Bureauc
kow shaken Dx. King has bacome as a result of recent events
rand as a further lﬂdludt*ﬂﬂ of an area where he may be vulneradle

i to furrther Pressures [I-I...l.‘l...I..l.-..(b)(7)(CL._?C.'.l"

...I...I......l.....l.-I.Illl..l..".ll..ll..l.llll.lll.ll......
—

C.-...l....l.....Iqll--nlls-l.lln.‘loool.--.lll-----l‘l.ttciclll
=

'-_i_z‘-:--:---ootlnnooola---u----.L'—

— 4 A

\

 [RCLASSIFED




oy L e I, T

1] , » kb «

s e WRUSSHD =5

E. Early 1965

) Cn January 5, 1965, Atlanta advised Headquartexs that
King was becoming rore and more upset, that he blamed the FBI
and falt his phone was tapped. On the same day a report was
made on tie previously ordered review of King's wiritings and
books in an effort to detect possible communist influence.
The conclusion was that there were certain parallels but no
casual link. On January 6, MNew York was directed to dis-
creetly cover King in New York by physical and electronic
surveillance because he might meet a woman there. The memo
indicated, "securizy is paramount". Also on the sixith the
_SAC in Atlanta called the Burcau and reported that the wire-
taps indicated tha: King was very nervous and upset and was
not sleeping well. He believed the Burcau kad his*phone
tapped. Xing said a tape and letter which referred to.the

e e e CAEDE e s o+owoe oc oot had been
sent to his home and his wife had read the letter. King
satd: "They are out to break me". -The SAC knew nothing of
the tape. King said in a tapped conversation that he needed

to talk with Hoovar or DeLeachJG:) ' o

The so-called-G)M(Q - -+ - had actually been mailed . in
late FMovembar 1964 by Lish Whitson, a former ageant who flew

o Florida at Sullivan's instructions. Suliivan had previousi
todd[. + « (D(NE). . . ..J to keep the mizrophone tapes sogother.
Phillics was told to give som2 of the tapes te Joha Matier of

 ths.lcb, He now thinks he . 7. . . CRCVCE) - =+ » =

e s = o s e YWhen Matter moturned the tapes, tierz was 3
composite added, Sullivan had ['a,p)(c)] get him non-watermarked
staticnery. Sullivan took the tapes and the stationery and
later gave [(b)(71)€)] a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape
was - accompanied by a letter advising King that e . s
s % @ 8 lm o o ROEPWCEI v #% o o o o g o= b = .
Apparently King did net listen to the tape until he returnad

from Oslo. Iiis wife is supposed to have listenad to it also.@_}
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On Januarv 6, 19565, Atlania advised Haadquarters and
New Vork that King had been restinz zt 2 houss and enly akout
two people knew zbout ic. Uhile he was slecping [..(b)(?)(C)..]
fire trucks arrived but there was no fire. King bziieved
tha FEI sent th=2 trucks. Ille believed that eiither the FBI or
the Georgia Bureau of Investigaticn was tapping his phone. He
said that Abernathy had received anonymous calls. He talked
about the tape that had been mailed and wanted Young and
Abernathy to see Hoover. 'They are out to get me, harass me,
break my spirit." He said that they must go te Hoover as
there ijust wasn't any privacy. "What I do is only between me
and my God.'{ )

On January 7, 1965, an internmal FBI 'zemo prqposed that
letters be sent to the Whlte House and the Acting Attorney
General about King's condition. The memo referred to the taps,
harassment and a forthcoming meeting between King and the Direc-
tor. The letterxs were sent to the Wnite House and the Acting
Attorney General on the eignth but they mentioned only King's
becoming emotionally upset, his use of medication, lesscsece.

‘_.__._......_.__:_;.................:....(b)(7)*(rc)..........:.'.:......].

fhere was no meatlon of the taps and harassmant./.
P }

At zbout tﬂia time, an aide of King's called Couzzessma

Digzgs A“L asked fox auVL;e about how to deal with Hoover, Diggs
sugzested se ing Hocver with ministers and talling him that

the Bureau's harasswent of King was immorzl. The Buresu uotad

that Digzs referred to Hoovaer as '"old man" and "Big Daddy", ‘
. and mentLQned the existence of Hoover's files. Hoover wrote:

"And I thought DeLcach had commitment from Wilkins and Farmer

that King would cease any further attacks on FBI. Yer King is

spear heading this present agitation against FBI"<;J
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January 8, 1965, Young called Deilcach and requested a
meeting with ioover or DeLoach. It was set for Januvary 11.
DeLoach told Mohr that Youngz would bs told on the eleventh
that the Diracter was out. He suggested that he and Leinbaugh
neet with Young. Hoover approved. Leinbauch was the origina-
tor of the Lorraine Hotel COINTELPRO activity. &;}

, - On January 7, 1965, a report from two NAACP contacts
in-Ma'lTﬂ-‘I-lis Said Kinc N [------c-----Ib)(7)(c)|-oonn|onun|-oo

LU B A O B I B R O B I B O O IR I O O B I R B I R I A A I N I I I N N A N R R )

on.-c-oc.-to-ll-n--.-c-o---.--.----u--;--.l--.-ooconnoccc] Thase

concacts Wers Beiny developed as part of an FBI program, 'Lizison

with Groups Sponsoring Integration''. On the same day. Head~
0 quarters raceiveid a report of checks drawn on King s New Yorlk .
bank in November 1964 & : N e

Jaﬁaary 8 1965, Milton Jones of the FBI aave Delcach
an Italian magazine art1c1e about King's trip to Europe. The
article is very racist in tone; the editor of the magazine
had been a Fascist. It was read by Hoover. Jones forwarded
the article with a note: "It appears the article... contains.
sexcellent public source material for our cmmtacts in this
country who, ws"1d be lzhzrastsd in xhe t*ue bzckground of Martia
Tathar King.' @\ e iRt
Joseph 3izoo advised Sullivan or January 8§ that he had
auth,rized misurs in King's and Young's hotel rcoms in YMzow ¥
On the teanth a three pags memorandum w15 Dreparead ircm toe pro-
. duets of the microphones. King, and perhaps Voung and Bermaci
Lea, an SCLC aide, discuss phons taps and information the Bureau
had and how Deloach and Hoover should Be approached. Some man-
tion was made of Joe Rauh and the Bureau charactaorized him as
being associated with communist causes and as being critical
. of the Bureau. The bugs alsc recorded King characterizing the
mai?iua of the taps as, "God's out to get you'", and as a waxn~
- dng f£rom God that King had not been living up to his responsi-
 bilities in relation to the role in which h*story had cast him,

-{_l_l_l.l B8 aee s uea [ e ——, A.u.l_-.:--__(b_L(72 (C)-n_: e aae-a WEER T A
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On January 11, 1965 DeLcach sent Mohr an extraordinary
memo about his (and Leinbauzh's) meeting with Abernathy and
Young. Deloach said Abermathy could not “cope" and that Young
had to take over the convarsation. Both were said to be un-
able to bring themselves to talk directly about King's personal
1life but kept alluding to it. DeLoach took obvious delight
in their discomfort. When Young asked what could be done to
protect SCLC from communist infiltration, Deloach told him to
go to MUAC for information because FBI files were confidential.
On at least two other points, Deloach lied to them: he told
Absrnathy that SCLC's funds were of no concern to the FBI; and,
he said the FBI_had taken no action on rumors regarding King's
personal 1ife.(;i s .

L S

. “on January 12, 1965, ]..(7)(C) ........ discussed a meet-
ing ++++ss+had attended with King and others to talk about
Mississippi. Also on the twelfth a proposal was made to attempt
to stop St. Peter's College from giving King an honorary degree.. -
The idea was scrapped because the FBI didn't know anyons at
St. Peter's well enough. [;;:........;....(b)(7)(C).,::,:....

'l.l.l'Q.l.lll..!.‘..l.....i..ll...ll-lIIIll.l!‘.'l.llll.l..lll..
prar

.r.-oo.tqnoqo-oo-o-------:.-o]‘/Ja‘
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On January 19, 1965, Headquarters senft a memo to Danver
instruccing sgents to cover King's actions wiile in the axex
o

{0 give a speech but not to embarass the Bursau. King nad beet
' ‘ assaulted while in Seima and there were news photos of the o
| attack. [...I....:.....2.......2..l.(b)(?)(C).....:........._
| teessceccncal  Op January 21, Headquarters told Atlanca to
| ' [..(®)(7)(C).cceved. Also on the twenty-first, Sullivan sent
1 Pelmont & memo of his meeting with Ralph MeGill, Publisher of

; the Atlenta Constitution, who had been told by the Bureau about
King's personal lifs, McCGill said he was concermed and wanted
to get KRing our of the Civil Rights movement. He said he had
been talking with Adlai Stevenson, Bill Meyers, Ralph Bunche
and Harry Ashwore about it. Hoover sent a letter forwarding
McGill's views to President Johnson?ﬂ;) el
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Cn January 3, 1968 Attorney General Ramsey Clark turnad
down a Bureau request to tap SCLC. In January Senator Robert
Byrd {D-W.Va.) attempted to enlist DeLoach's assistance in pre-
paring a spsech for Byrd to deliver in Congress to help King
meet his '"Waterloo" before the Spring Project. DeLoach refused.
Other January memos dealt principally with the Project.Gl)

In February 1968, the Bureau learaed that King had met
in Washington with H. Ralph 3rown and Stokaly Carmichael to
discuss the Project. King was angry that the two might attampt
. to foment violence. On February 20, 1968, at the request of
© the White House, the Bureau interviewed a former basebail player.
The ball player apparently had no respect for King; N aspawmiis
f:,..........,.....,..,(p)(?)gp)................................‘

“‘-:-_.Illll._......-IIllll.I.;:]{\l)ﬁ) 7 o "'-.".-'l_.:'\

_ Hoover approved another updating of King's monograph,

-‘, to be completed by March 14, 1968 so that it could be dissemina-~

'_éﬁttcrncy General of the involvement off(B)(7)(Q). ... ... . ..]

“oL ted to government officials before the Spring Project to remind

‘then of "the wholly disreputable character of King". It was
also recommended and approved to advise the White House and the

Tin the Project te show "the cormmist help King is receiving in
. bis propose%,yashington Soring Project”.(ﬁg. Ele wlg T Boabae

v |

! = March 20, 1968, Hoover approved briefing Cardinal
O'Borla and Bizhop Lord of Washington about the petential for
- wiglaonice in the Spring Project and asking them to call for noa-
- wiglencz. Cn darch 21, the Diractor sent an "Urgonmt" teletyse
- to various field offices reminding them to carry out previous

% imstructions concerning the Project. On March 25, the President

(s

'wac advised by the Bureau that Robert Kemnedy (D-N.Y.) had

,?ﬁ attempted to contact King before he announced for the Presidency.

. The next day an updated 39 page monograph about King was dissemi-

. «nated and (b)(7)(Cas overheard discussing plans and fund raising

g " . e -

“for the Project. /B
:.". paye a-t e LS oo " (g-_ E = - ‘

| On March 28, 1968, Dr. King led a march in Memphis, in
:support of striking senitatien workers. The march turned
'violent and King wa2s taken by his aides and the police from the
‘area to a Holiday Inn. As a COINTELPRO activity, Hoover approved

: |
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“ﬁf‘f"". . .Negroes began shouting ‘black power' PO £~ 1\

i .'ifggu;.—gbroke out. G;}'

I

sending the following information to "friendly" news media: {3

. Martin Luther Xing injectad himself

into the strike in Memphis... and the ;
result of King's famous espousal of '
‘nonviolence was vandalism, looting and

_ﬂ:iot. 6;5 _ g

Previously, King involved himself A
in this strike, called for a general o
strike, and called for a mass march. . Sl
Today he led the mass march in an - D
automobile at the head of the line.

RS

and trouble began. King, apparently *
unable or unwilling to control the
marchers, absented himself f£rom the

_scene; window breaking and looting

---.-:‘.1- ' -
v s Tl e e e

) Mﬁmﬁhis‘may'cnlé Ee.the'pfelu&éf
"'to tha civil strife in ourlNatién's

On March 29 and 30, 1968 King engaged in several overheard
telephone. conversations and meetings, ~ome with _[(L)('l)(c)]tg‘
discuss the Mewphis violence. He was excremely dejected and
considered his image and the image of nonviolence to have been -

f adversely affected. The press was critical. At firet he con-

sidered abandoning Memohis and the Spring Project; he consideved
a public fast, Aides feared for his safety if he retured tc

] Mempiis. .. (b)(7) (Crtrongly urged him to go forward with his plans,
" He tecld King that he was not responsitle for the violence of

| othess, TFinaliy, after a long meeting in Atlanta with his staff

- and (®)(7)(€) Ring decided to return to Memphié.G;J

T mus
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On April 1, 1963, the Bureau advisad the White House,
but not Attorney General Clark, of a tzpped discussion batwcen
(b) (7) (Cxad iing concerning the Presidential race between Joimson,
Kennedy and McCarthy. On April 2, Attorney General Clark turned
dovn a request to tap SCLC in Atlanta and I‘.’as‘aington{u)

The Bureau directed four specific COINTELTPRO activities
against Xing in 1268. Most were clearly designed to have an
~adverse effect on the Spring Project, particularly with raspeet
~to fund raising. One, of course, concernad Kirg's staying at
the Holiday Inn in Memphis.@, : ‘ - i

King was assassinated in Memphis on April 4, 1968.
[(b)(‘l)(d]continued to give advice to Coretta King, Andrew Young
and others. The Bureau continued their campaign against King
by various periodic briefings designed to thwart declaring -

'King's birthday a national holiday. (], , '
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