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Was Never Approached. He Says™ . ...

R R o T S e T PRE S e,

N.Y. Lawyer Named as Man
FBI Picked.to Replace King

"~ By Anthony Marro - ...__Transit Authority and its workers. - - /
" New York Times News Service o At thle_ time Sulliva(x; m;dg his
A prominent Manhattan lawyer, . proposal in a memorandum In Janu-:
Samuel R. Pierce Jr., has been iden-- -aer 13“' Pmﬁfeﬁ o REP“?}EC“- had
tified as the man whom officials of ~2lready €stas suee 4 20 'm;fP“m‘
the Federal Bureau of Investigation .-Ho" 23 & B7YEh 25 a criminal court.
once considered trying to groom for a- . {4<6¢ '3 ttgn and as an official
position of leadership in the civil: I e Treasury Department. He had |
rights movement, apparently without also held a number of staff posts on
h‘lsknowledge or consent. . e congl‘essmnal comm.lt-teE?. but ?la
Y W -~ was not known as a civil rights activ-
' ﬁtflccgding to a spt:urce familtigr st S e i
wi e proposal, Pierce was the . : . :
S on that William C, Sullivan, a - SULLIVAN'S PROPOSAL- was
senior _official ‘in the bureau, sug- made at a time whem FBI, agents,
“gested might be.developed by the-bu-~ acting on the orders: of Hoover, were.|
Teau to steer blacks “in the proper engaged in a campaign to discredit
Gioection” if the bureau was success- the late King and to remove him asa
ful in removing the Rev. Dr. Martin leader of the civil rights movement.
Euther. King Jr.. as a_civil rights . Internal FBI documents roade pub-3

. Treabl , Wikl 5SS .
leader. a4 mousiiie® % lic in recent years show thabbureau

%Pierce; ima telephone ihteE{r'i'ew,;.?AaggnE‘ ave derogatory information
dAid that he-'‘didn’t know anything 3abouu hing to reporters, church lead-
about it* had never met Sullivan - ers .and government officials and
and had never been approached on tried repeatedly to show that he and
shamatter byanyone. .. .s: - it his or%amzation were under the influ-

- el U5 T eneeo Communists. - _ F e
The details of the proposal by Sulli- b e

van, who is now dead, were disclosed - - .In his memorandum, Sullivan sug-
in a-Senate Intelligence Committee gested that the bureau not only try to
report two years ago, but the name of i persuade the country that King was,
the person he suggested ‘might be It his. words, "'a fraud, demagogue
used was not made pubuc._ . HF and Scmdrel. ; ‘but also try to help

' s i w =+ deyelop a leader to “‘assume the role

PIERCE, HOWEVER, is identified  of the eadmhipbof the Neq:gefm

in the forthcoming issue.of the maga- *"when Kin has been comp
zine The Nation as the person Sulli-. _ credited. Ffsis Ve .
Be h:gg“ t'ﬁi“%;ﬂg&:f?’g&{gﬁﬁ Sullivan died last autumn after
yesierday that he was i fact 106 DeT-_ cmeriog 4ay of he deer season.
Lo Sg}_hvan had narned.‘:_._.v: %.,- .  Plercesaidhewas shown a copy of
The source said the intelligence the memorandum several years agoy
committee had never found any evi- . by @ member of the Senate Intelli
dence that steps.had been-taken to - gence Committee, and said at that
carry out-the plan, although it had. time that it was the first he bad
apparently been approved by the late ~heard of the matter. .
FBI chie!g. Edgar Hoover; - . ‘““Asa matter of fact, Dr. King was.
Ry pa " a friend of mine; I argued a case for:
Pierce, 55, is now a member of the him before the Supreme Court,” he
_law firm of Battle, Fowler, Jaffin, said, He added that he would have re-
Pierce -& Kheel and recently served jected any such plan if it had been
* as the chief mediator in the contract proposed to him. “That’s not my
j dispute between the New York City mute."l}e said. .
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