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(t was:3 balmy spring evening here 10 years ago when
« KIng 'was assassinated in Memphis, As the news
ished through Washington shortly after 8 p.m., there
's an_unpatugal lull: the paralysis of shock. . Then,
ilding: glowly" at first “like - gome- great: flood, .there
iled up an enormous rage, Within hours, the :ﬂ%od:
d grown into a roaring torrent: of -violence, ' * . AN
Ofiz"hyndyed and twenty American cities erupted in.
Jlence 'that weekend. In Washington, where rioting
ted three days, the damage was heaviest, The capital,
‘ouded with smoke and occupied by federal troops,
3 a mirror into which a horrlﬂed-nationtlooked—-—.zn.nd B
¥ it—seu’. [ | .»;.; R -
\l that seems far-off now in these warming days of -
ing a decade later. The enormous grace and charm
this city is never more seductive than at this time
year. Life is returning to the Streets. The joggers
out. Everyone is beginning 10, ynlimber from.the 2
;wult,qr.’} Lo AN ‘[“ik 2»“".”‘ r ;. x ! %
on.has changed, td0, :in" more than these su-:

'fi,ﬁ@]ﬂiﬁfqy*ﬁﬂ,eal Amerjcan politics came to the city
‘ernment-here with the advent of home rule in 1974,
[ the:energles of local citizens are now being chan-
ed into strong new neighborhood organizations, the
pla of ,cmpaigns, the forging of embryonic political .
thineg,: o
rime is down. The Nixon administration character-'
t Washington as the crime capital of the nation, but
/ 18 other American cities of comparable size have
se records. Relations have improved between ‘the*
'munity and the police force, which has ghanged in
al composition during the decade from one-fourth
early half black. oo .
ashington jtself is 76 percent black today, about the
¢ racial propartion that it had 10 years ago. But in
» its white population increased for the first time in
iarter ¢entury, and many more neighborhoods than
before iare now in flux with blacks and whites,
avd poor, professionals and working pegple Yliving
door to one another, = :
)f all the decade’s evident changes, one of the most
rising has been the building boom in the. city that
t a few years ago and is now intensifying toward a
v pitch. Real estate values are soaring and private
ey is flowing back into Washington to finance large
lopment: projects and widespread rehabilitation of
spacious, elegant old houses in what had become
neighhorhoods. . :
ne of this has happened quickly. For many citizens,
:ity: remained a tense, fearful and stagnant place
‘¢ in until well into the early 1970s. For the grow-
wmbers of poor and unemployed here, it remain
way today—as if nothing had really changed,
make matters warse for this socioeconomic under-
a };troug disdain for it has developed among
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