Dear Elizabeth \and David), 2/22/64

Yhen your father 4old e of your forensics projeet I sunosted, as he has
to.d you, I'm sure, Dre Hartin Luther King's speechkx the night before he vas
assasslnated and Prsident Ke -ody's at American Yniversity, I told your fathor
I'd lend you my tape of the King speech and I enclose it, Even if you have the
text I think there is a value in listening to it.

It ocours to me that a little of the background, some unpublished, nay bo .
of interest,

& weok earlier De. King had boen in Memphis to lead a march in support of the
sanitation workers, who were almost entirely black ond were on strike because their
Wages vore so incredibly lowe What triggered the strike was a terrille accident in
which two of the black workers were crushed in the conpacting gparvatus of a garbage
truck. Almost the entdre black commundty and much of the white clitizenry supported
the strile. 1t had almost boen sottled but the then Hayor, a real dumdum named Loeb,
a succesaful businessman but politdcally close to Genghis Khan, prevented that
setilenonts The march of the week bofore the assassination was rather nakeshift
and none of Dr. King's taff was involved in it. 4s a res t some of tho yBungsters
started trashing as soon as the march started. Botually, Dr. King was late gotting
to it. So, itmmschaduledwxdthisﬂ:m}mhadhiaoﬁnpeopletlnm, to be

- certain that it wap nonviolent. It was announced, so it was lmoun, that he'd retum
fo Menphis April 2. Hany of he own and Memphis people urged hinm not to go back
but’ he was determined that in that dangerous mituation he would lead a march that
was not violent,

In 9 speach he roferred to the fact that his Plane was delayed becaune the
airline, as he had been told, took great procautions, even searching the lugzage.
The truth is that someone yphoned the FBI and told it that he would be assassinated,
The Hemphis FBL to.d everybody escept Dr. Ring or any of Wis oples I learned this
in a Freedon of Information lawsuit in whibh the F3l hid “hoas records fran no.
When I learnad of their exlstence I requested thea and the I rofused on the rpound
that they were not relevant. It actually lster made the same olain, sfter the wige
compelled thonm to glve ne that files Bxanination of that ilo diaclozes tha’ the FRI
conducted no iavestigation at all and after the assasaination cloged out the file
as not relevant!

Tha eity sought en injunctions and got $8. Dr. Kng spent much time with his
legal and othwr people on this. He also spent Jjust about the entire night of the
day he got there comferring, as the Fil records I got go into. Among the people
with whom he net were soue wealthyiwhite women who vere sotive in cdvil rights :
matters. While the FBI aid not investigate the known threat, it sure did investimnto
those women, even sending agonts o where they werc going on vacation,,in Florida.

He was tired and asked Ur. Ralph Abernathy o spegk the night of his speech
80 he could rest, but Abernathy went ok back to the motcl and toid Dr. King that
the crowd would not accept any substitute. So, Dre King then nado tids speech. and
the next day he vwas killed. But I do not think he expected to be killed the next U
Rather do I thinkd hds reference is to &he peneral situation, thrats against hiu
in generals I think the threats to which he makes specific reference are oiher threats
I report in Frame-Up. But he was morcbr less used to them.

If your father has copies of tho tape made, I'd apyreciate it if before it is
roturned Yo re ane is made for and sent to ‘ire “es Payne, 167 Brooklyn &ve.,
Huntington, ¥.Y. 11743, His daughter is old enough to unlerstand this and I think
she nAight perhaps want to listen to it and th: shorter and better-imown speoch
on the other sides I'1l let him know why it is bein: sent - Af it 1g,

Best to you all,




