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The FBI, at headquarters and in the field, was determined to make political use
of the violence that ruined the planned peaceful demonstration of March 28 in support
of the striking sanitation workerse. In response to a phone call from Assistant Dircctor

) [ 15771 082 1£3)
William C, Sullivan the next day “emphis sent headquarters a teletype /lthat was unnec-—
essary after the "information" had been supplied to Sullivane. What Sullivan was told
could not be diestributed to otherse. The teletype could be ‘flashed. around.

""t/:i.s Orwellian in its untruthfulness and deliberate slantings that make it false.
All the so—called information had been provided to headqua/rters in different form,
uithout the angling to give false impressionse

King is portrayed as "obviously scared." It is alleged that "His only confern was to run
to protect himself" Neither is true.

The account of how King zot to the Rovermont MHotel is distorted. While somone in
the King party asked that they be escorted by Lt. M.E.Nichols of the Menphis Police
Department to the well-known feabody Hotel, that was because it was close by, only a
few blocks awaye Lt was Lieutenant Nichol's decision to take them to the Rovermont -
and it was a wise decision.

&ithaughzﬁxzthisx%&hkm With less explicitness than the original record the
teletype adwits this. First it states that ichols refused to try to get them to the
Paabody because "due to the rioting they could not" get there. This is followed by
"Phe Hegro driver asked tkmmxim just to get them away from trouble.lit. Nichols then
escorted them to Rovermont Motels"

However, this is then distorted in the teletype Sullivan clearly solicited:

Interesting observation made by Memphis Office in that Dr. King in his role as
leader ofzihmruavament at moment..of disturbance and trouble was primarily interested
in preservation of himself X.e.oSomevhat inconsistent with statements attributed to him
during talk that the black men should support his own establishmentse Dre King first
sought residence at Sheraton Peabody and ended up staying at Rovermont lotel."

The moment of honsest that follows was soon forgotten in the FBI's campaign to

4

ruin ¥in,:; and exacerbate tﬁe liemphis situation: "In past he has stayed at the Lorraine

T

lotel, which is & quality Hegro motel, “emphis."



In fact {éa_vg always stayed at the Lorrainc vhen he was in Hemphis. Other FBI
racords disclose he had been at the Lorraine on eight earlier occasionse

The FBI's records disclose no time at which King had stayed at any whitc motel,

In this case the decision was not his and was that of the local police.

Although “emphis covered iiself by including refercnce to King's having stayed
at the Lorriane necither that office nor headquarters paid any attention to that in the
approved effort to defame %g over staying at the Rbvermonthe

Atlanta helped % the FEI's inflamatory efforts along/with its april { response to
a lemphis phone call of that day. (157~1092~225)

"In connection with the racial incidents" in Memphis, F3I-talk for strike, it provided
what “emphis asked for, "photographs of the following individuals who are on the Agitator
Index od the Security Indéx of the Atlansik Division and who could possibly come to
Memphig #n conncction with the racial iacidents there." Eleven men, inlcuding King,
ape then listed. (Memphis promptly indexed all the names to another “Bxtremist Matters"
file of "Security-Related Classification," 157-962.)

Also on April 1 New York pitched in with its "Urgent" teletype. (157-1092-197) This is
apparently the result of disguised electronic surveillance, a phone tap of a bug.

"(Obliterzted)) a source whose information is to be classified secret "Secret" advised
that Stanley Levison stated that as a result of meeting in Atlanta, Gae., on March 31, 1968,
Martin Luther King will return to Hemphisnon Tuesday, April 2, 1968 (and that there
will be a big march on Friday) April 5, 1968) (sic)

The assassination did not end the FBI's intrusions and surveillances. llew York,
apparently the result of further electronic surveillances, teletyped the plans of King's
firneds and associates, levuson end Harry vBelafon“he, for atitenting the funeral and
the xyxfh nemph:i.s march of April 8, and for going ahead with the Poor Peoples!

Campaigne The teletype holds direct quotations such as would be obvained from electronic
interceptione. :t also begi_ns with the form for disguised reporting of then, "(oblitera‘ced)

whose information is to be classified 'Secret!I/Lf
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FBI MEMPHIS LI
A13PM URGENT 3/29/68 CAF ‘
TO DIRECTOR  ATTN: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR W. C. SULLIVAN .
FROM -MEMPHIS (157-1092) 3P

SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, RM,

RE MENPHIS TEL CALL T0 ASSISTANT DIRECTOR V. C. SULLIVAN. R

" AT TIME INCIDENTS BEGAN IN MARCH HELD IN MENPHIS, MARCH | |
TVENTYEIGHT, SIXTYELGKT, MARTIN LUTHER KING, AT HEAD OF MARGH, . . . =
WAS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID, *I°*VE GOT TO GET OUT OF HERE." s :

STATEMENT FURNISHED BY LT. ARKIN-OF MEMPHIS PD, WHO ALSO ADVISED B F
KING WAS OBVIOUSLY SCARED, , | |
FURTHER DETAILS AS TO INCIDENTS AT START OF MARCH sacunsn R -

‘iraom LT. M. E. NICHOLS OF MEMPHIS PD WHO WAS IN VICINITY AND

" OBSERVED ACTIVITIES, HE REPORTED DR, KING MADE NO EFFORT TG QUIET}Q

*'Moa AND HIS ONLY CONCERN WAS TO RUN AND PROTECT HIMSELF. LT,

. NICHOLS HAS ADVISED THAT DR. KING, RALPH ABERNATHY, BERNARD .

~ AND TWO OTHER NEGRO MALES UNKNOWN TO HIM WERE AT HEAD OF MARSHyrrree {h |
WHEN TROUBLE BEGAN, THIS GROUP TRIED TO COMMANDEER A WHITE &Q&Ehuu L .

TRUCK TO GET‘THEM AWAY FROA MARCH. DRIVER OF TRUCK REFUSED aggu

MELP, A WHITE PONTIAC WHICH WAS OCCUPIED BY TWO NEGRO FEMALES

" FOLLOWED THE PANEL TRUCK IN THE CROSS TRAFFIC. ONE or KING'S o

4END PAGE ONE




' PSKED DRIVER OF PONTIAC WHERE HE WAS GOING, DRIVER SAID HE HAD

Ve,

FY

PAGE TWO ' /
AIDES MANAGED TO STOP PONTIAC, AIDE ASKED IF THE WOMEN WOULD
ASSIST IN GETTING DR. KING OUT OF DANGER., THE WOMEN AGREED,
THEREAFTER, ONE OF KING'S AIDES SLID BEHIND STEERING WHEEL,
THE“OTHER FOUR NEGRO MALES, INCLUDING DR, KING, GOT IN REAR SEAT
OF PONTIAC. CAR WAS DRIVEN TO BEALE AND FRONT STREET, AT

WHICH POINT IT WAS SURROUNDED BY ABOUT FIFTY INDIVIDUALS

CONSISTING OF NEGROES AND NEVWS REPRESENTATIVES. LT. NICHOLS,

" WHO WAS ON MOTORCYCLE, CLEARED CROWD FROM AROUND PONTIAC AND

DR. KING IN BACK SEAT AND HE HAD TO GET AUAY. THE OFFICER WAS
PGKED TO ESCORT THEM TO HOTEL SHERATON PEABODY. LT. NICHOLS
EXPLANED THAT DUE TO RIOTING THEY COULD NOT GET TO SHERATON

B . PEABODY AND ASKED IF THEY WANTED TO GO TO ANOTHER PLACE., THE
'l 'NEGRO DRIVER ASKED JUST TO GET THEM AWAY FROM TROUBLE, .

LT. NICHOLS THEN ESCORTED THEM TO RIVERMONT MOTEL.‘ LT.
NICHOLS WENT TO DESK CLERK AND ASKED IF SHE HAD SPACE FOR FIVE
bEGROES INCLUDING ("R, KING. THE DESK CLERK TOLD LT. NICHOLS THE
NEGROES COULD REMAIN IN THE LOBBY AND EFFORT WOULD BE MADE TO

.(BTAIN ROOM FOR THEM. AFTER THE FIVE NEGROES, INCLUDINQ DR.

TS

sy
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PAGE THREE . | 3
KING LEFT THE PONTIAC, THE TWO NEGRO FEMALES DROVE ON. LT. |

_ NICHOLS DID NOT OBTAIN NAMES OF THESE TWO FEMALES AND FEELS S
CERTAIN THEY HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH DR. KING AND WERE NOT A PART -
OF DR, KING'S PARTY. LT. NICHOLS STAYED AT THE RIVERMONT HOTEL '
CAND KNOWS THE TWO FEMALE OCCUPANTS OF THIS CAR DID NOT RETURN TO |
THE RIVERMONT WHILZ HE WAS THERE. - ’ B

INTERESTING OBSERVATION MADE BY MEMPHIS OFFICE IN THAT
DR. KING IN HIS ROLE AS LEADER AT MOMENT OF DISTURBANCE AND TROUBLE g
VAS PRIMARILY INTERESTED IN PRESERVATION OF HIMSELF AND MADE NO
EFFORT T0 QUIET GROUP THAT WAS FOLLOWING HIS LEADERSHIP. SOMEWHAT
INCONSISTENT VITH STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM DURING TALK THAT ' THE
BLACK MAN SHOULD SUPPORT HIS OWN BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS, DR. KING |

'FIRST SOUGHT RESIDENCE AT SHERATON PEABODY AND ENDED UP STAYING e
AT RIVERMONT HOTEL, WHICH IS PART OF HOLIDAY INN CHAIN., IN PAST. .

"M, HAS STAYED AT THE LORRAINE MOTEL, WHICH IS A QUALITY NEGRO ~© f¥i = -l

' MOTEL, MEMPHIS. ' -

DR. KING, ACCOMPANIED BY RALPH D. ABERNATHY AND BERNARD LEE,
‘DEPARrﬁp MEMPHIS BY EASTERN AIRLINES APPROXIMATELY THREE TWENTY PM
. THIS DATE. DESTINATION ATLANTA. ATLANTA ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY,
mo 7 A D OWIERLY.
1ce
" FBI WASH DC . .
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RIEERR A Re Memphis telcall tojAtlanta 4/1/68‘
. 2 b ,’4 ". . ‘ R

_ Encloaed “tor Memphié are photographa ot thor«
following individuals who are on the Agitator Index or
tho Socurity Index of the Atlanta Division and who could

possibly come to Memphis 1n connection with the racial o o
1ncidenta thore. EEE '

.

.".'Y.’,H.‘ " """‘"‘
o R sToRELY canuxcmm.f
":F,:: : .CALVIN ¥. CRAIG

4"~4 v T
§iddy * MARTIN LUTHER xma .m 'J""
o , . HULON MITCHELL:-.: . iy
" WILLYE RICKS. .. %. 5%},
DONALD PAYNE STONE +*'
S " HOSEA LORENZA wn.x.st
STANLEY WISE
RALPH EDWARD FEATHERSTONE
ETHEL HARRIET MINOR
GEORGE WASHINGTON VARE

'@~ Memphis (EncJ’l‘% (RM) d Co

2 ~ Atlanta o
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ART I LUTHER KING s RE!URN 10 MtMPHIu 'OH TUESDAY, APRIL 2, |
2968 (AHD THAT THEHE i ILL CE A BIG MAnPH o FQIHAY) APRIL o,'nf3
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FBI NEW YORK

124 PM URGENT 4-5-68 JLW

TO MEMPHIS AND WASHINGTON FIELD
FROM NEW YORK 05 1710 GR 265

MARTIN LUTIER KING, JR., SM -~ C; OFFICE OF ORIGIN ATLANTA,

, ‘ 3 WHOSE INFORMATION
18 TO DE CLASSIBIED "SECRET", Anvxsm) APRIL FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY~

" EIGHT, TUAT STANLEY LEVISON AND HARRY WACHTEL DISCUSSED WHAT v
ACTION TIEY SIOULD TAKE AS A RESULT OF ASSASSINATION OF KING. |
THEY ORIGINALLY PLANNED TO FLY TO MEMPHIS NIGHT OF APRIL FOUR
BUT LATER AGREED NO IMPORTANT nxscussxons OR DECISIONS COULD' 1: ...
TAKE PLACE THAT NIGHT, WHILE MAKING PLANS TO GO TO MEMPHIS, LEVISON

", SAID HE FELT HE AND WACHTEL BHOULD GO "THERE" BECAUSE HE FELT A _
¥ WHOLE SERIES oF PERPLEXING QUESTIONS WOULD HAVE T0 EE HANDLED mr
THE (SCLC) STAFF AND TUAT HE AND WACHTEL COULD cou-rmu-m uzvxsox

2 in e

BAID HE MEANT SIOULD THEY GO ON WITH "THIS MARCH" (THE MEMPIIS .
MARCIl SCHEDULED FOR APRIL EIGHT) AND SHOULD THEY GO ON V(I"I‘H "THE
WASIIINGTON THING" (KING'S POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN), LEVISON AND~

A IMR?Y BELAFONTE LATER AGREED TO FLY TO ATLANTA ON MORNING OFv

The . |'staceen WAL,

,’i;d‘: APR1L FIVE, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT, ). P ‘___“:%.F“W%
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