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W
hen M

artin L
uther K

ing Jr. w
as killed, 

us arm
y of conscience disbanded. T

he ban-
iers fell, the m

ovem
ent unraveled, his apos-

les departed in different directions. 
B

ut K
ing's death did not, as m

any assum
e, 

eave a void. H
e left strong currents of social 

..h
an

ge, an
 u

p
w

ard
 th

ru
st b

y b
lack

 p
eop

le 
w

hich is still w
orking pow

erfully. 
If an

yth
in

g, K
in

g seem
s larger tod

ay, a 
lecade later. H

is legacy w
as m

ore profound 
han either his critics or follow

ers im
agined, 

vh
en

 h
e w

as assassin
ated

 in
 M

em
p

h
is, 10 

-ears ago T
uesday. 

H
e w

as only 39. H
is alm

ond eyes w
ere be-

iign, as pacific as his nonviolent philosophy, 
lut his voice w

as heated w
ith C

hristian out-
- age. H

is gen
iu

s w
as in

 locatin
g th

e m
oral 

ulcrum
 of w

hite A
m

erica's racial guilt and 
pplying leverage. 

"If ,D
r. K

ing w
ere around today," said John  

L
ew

is, on
e of th

e d
iscip

les, "
h

e w
ou

ld
 b

e 
p

leased
 an

d
 gratified

 at som
e ch

an
ges th

at 
h

ave occu
rred

 . . . - O
n

 th
e oth

er h
an

d
, h

e 
w

ould be quite disappointed." 
S

o m
u

ch
 h

as ch
an

ged
. S

o m
u

ch
 h

as n
ot 

changed at all. 
T

oday, nearly a third of the black popula-
tion rem

ains at the bottom
. A

 fourth of black 
people are dependent on governm

ent w
elfare. 

Y
et, in the last 'decade, m

illions of blacks 
clim

b
ed

 to th
e m

id
d

le an
d

 u
p

p
er ru

n
gs of 

A
m

erica's econom
ic ladder. T

he num
ber of 

b
lack

 fam
ilies earn

in
g m

ore th
an

 $15,000 a 
year has tripled, from

 9 to 28 percent, m
oving 

upw
ard faster than w

hite fam
ilies. 

B
lack youths still confront staggering un-

em
p

loym
en

t in
 th

e b
ig-city _slu

m
s, w

h
ere 

d
ru

gs an
d

 street crim
e are th

e op
erative 

alternatives. - 
T

his fam
iliar portrait of despair only tells 

half of the story. T
he other half is that young 

b
lack

 p
eop

le K
aye ach

ieved
 extraord

in
ary  

educational gains in the last 10 years—
nearly 

closing the historic.gap w
ith w

hites. 
A

 black youngster w
ho reaches m

aturity 
in 1978 has nearly the sam

e chance of going 



Subaeriptton Rates 
pee  Box A3 	s• 75c 

of Social Change 
to college as a white child—a social change 
which could be as Meaningful for the future 
as the GI Bill was after World War IL 

These days, black political leaders feel '-a` 
seasonal chill in racial politics—disappoint-
ment with the president they helped elect, a 
fear that white America is backing away 
from its commitments to the black minority. 

-Yet the last decade also produced the 
greatest political ascendancy for blacks since 
Reconstruction. From 100 or so black elected 
officials in 1964, the nation now has 4,300— 
most of them in the South, where black 
people were excluded from voting 15 years 
ago. 

So those who marched with King, ordained 
ministers who shared- his "prophetic vision" 
of peaceful change, are both pleased and 
despairing in 1978, as they believe Dr. King 
would be. Disappointed by the rnillions left, 
behind in poverty, surprised by sudden prog- 

, tess on other fronts. 	- 

John Lewis, now . associate director of 
' Action, thought King "would be pleased, on 
the one hand, that there is less racial fear, 
less racial -hostility, on the part of blacks 
toward whites and on the part of whites 
toward blacks. But he would be disappointed 
to see that, for the most part, we are still two 
societies, one white, one black." 

The Rev. Andrew Young, who went from 
civil rights to Congress to his post as U.N. 
ambassador, feels King would be "thrilled" 
by the changes across the South and in his 
own hometown, Atlanta, where a black mayor 
governs, but terribly disappointed by the ra-
cial divisions which persist nationally. 

"Things have probably come much fur-. 
ther than he might have expected in the 
Deep South," Young said, interviewed last 
week in Nigeria. "The South has come to 
grips with its traditional racism very well. 

See KING, AA Col. 1 


