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‘ /At Reverend King's request, the Director met ‘ﬁﬂx King; Revc‘rc"n% .{p
Abernathy, Segretary of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC); » . .
g=~{ Wi, Andrew Young, Executive Assistant to King; and Walter ‘Fauntroy, SCLC {5 L
ij Tepresentative here in Washington, at 3:35 p,m., 12-1-64, iil the Director's Office, >3

3 , I met King and his associates in the hallway outside the Director’s Offic:
-l An attempt was made to rush them directly through the reception room, howaver - King
- slowly posed for the cameras and newsmen before proceeding, g ‘-)wt"a‘

wldli

( Upon being introduced to the Director, Reverend King inc‘zzted his

g parechﬂon for Mr. Hoover's seeing him then stated that Reverend Aborncthy wenld

peak first. Reverend Aberrathy told the Director it was a great privilece Lo meet the
=y distinguished Director of the FBI--2 man who had done 50 much for his couniry,
w7 Reverend Abernathy expressed the appreciation of the Negro race for tk: Director's
- ' fine work in the field of civil rights, HKe stated that the Negroes had probicms,

poy particularly in the South, and, therefore, had requested a discussion with Lhe Tirector
at the very time their people were continuing to "rise up from their bondz:e, " [

P " Reverend King spoke up, He stated it was vitally necessary to keep a—
y#.: Working relationship with the FBL, He wanted to clear up any misundarsi=nding which
... .. might have occurred. He stated that some Nezroes had told him that the F2I had been
¢ _,_ﬂ‘ incffective, however, he was inclined to discount such eriticism., Reverend King askec
t. . that the Director please undérstand that any criticism of the Director and {he F2I whic
P3| had been attributed to King was either 2 misquote or an outright misrepresentaticn, H
@4|staled this particularly concerned Abany, Georgia. He stated that the only tline b2 hac
24 ever criticized the FBI was because of instances in which Special Agents who had been"
o34 Elven complaints in civil rights cases regarding brutality by police officerz were s2en
£ the following day being friendly with those same police officers, King stated thiz, of

€ourse, promoted distrust masrﬂl;&hﬁ&s the plonce sgn_xeti:._gs) "brute.}._,i:e '; Negroes.,
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— 8 " . The Director told King and his associates that the FBI shares the same
g espair which the Negroes suffer when Negro leaders refused to accept the deeg
—esponsibility they have in the civil rights movement. He stated that when Negroes are
- {ncouraged not to cooperate with the FBI this sometimes frustrates or delays successful
EJolution of infYestigations, The Director told King that he had personally gone to
-a1ississippl to meet with Governor Paul Johnson fnasmuch as there had been practically
laison between the Department of Justice, the President and the State of Mississippi
orehand. The Director stated that upon meeting Governor Johnson the Governor
lained honestly that he was a segregationist, however,abhorred violence. The
ector stated that he had told Governor Johnson they haa a common meeting ground
~nasmuch as he was in Mississippi to put an end to violence and brutality, The Director
.f0ld Governor Johnson that he would like to do this in collzboration with the State Police,
ever, if the FBI could not receive such cooperation we would do it on our own. The
tor then made reference to watermoccasins, rattlesnakes and redneck sheriffs, in
order, who still exist in Mississipp] who represent the tracty type of characters whr
=re promoting eivil rights violations, The Director told XKing thzt we kad trained twenty
<epresentatives of the Mississippi State Hizhway Patrol and that this had represented a
rood move to promote better cooperation and solution of civil rigkts cases,.

-

ol 4 .

. ) The Director told Reverend King that the FEX had put ths “fear of God" in

€ Ku Klux Klan (KKK). He told King that‘we knew of the {dentizy of the murderers of

e three civil rights workers and that these murderers srcald scon be brought to trial,
he Director then spoke of the terror in Mississippi bac!-»oods £nd of the fact that

. herills and deputy sherif{s participate in crimes of violence. He gsummarized by telling
!EE;‘ that we, therefore, are under the same strain that sincere MNegro leaders are under
¢ The Director added that the KKX constar.tly damns the FEI and thut we have currently

en classified as the “Federal Bureau of Integration™ in Mississippi, : "

= The Director told King that many eases, which have becn brought about as
£} result of FBI investigation, must be tried in State Court, He spoke of the difficulty in
.~pbtaining a verdict of guilty in instances in which white juries are impzneled in cases
volving white men, The Director spoke of the KI{K invclvement in the Lemuel Penn ez
ust cutside of Athens, Georgia, He stated this was an outrageous miscarriage of justic

that the defendants, despite the open and shut exence on Lhe part of the FBI, had been
uitted, . : o *

| i The Director made it clear to Revercnd King and his associates that the

| FBI could not state whether a conviction would be obtained or not in the case involving th

- murdered three eivil rights victims, He stated, however, that the FBI has excellent
evidence in this case. The Director then explained that i was most necessary for the

% not to "jump the gun' unless we had sufficient evidence in which a case coud be
- ECI 2ht to trial, i : )
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- “The Director made reference to Reverend King's allegation that the FB)
-leals or associates with law enforcement officers who have been involred in eivil right
—_ ~dolations, He stated emphatically that, "T'll be damned if the FBI has associated with
= oftheepcmlonorwiﬂwebeusociatedwiﬂnthem!ntlmfumn.“ The Director
ined that the FBI, not only because of the very nature of the law but also because
e background of our investigative employees, was in full sympathy with the sincere
£spects of the civil rights movement, He stated that the FBI constantly needs cooperai
d assistance in order to solve cases, He added that he made it a point, several year
gmon=0 to transfer northern Special Agents to southern offices, He stated that, for the m
$B. part, northern-born Agents are assigned civil rights cases in the South, The Director
e added that he feels that our Special Agents, regardless of where they are born, will
gornvestigate a case impartially and thorouzhly., He mentioned, however, that it was urf;
¥~ 1o the Agent and the FBI to "have a strike against him® in that critcism had been levele
: pver the fact that southern Agents would not give Negroes a "fair shake, ™ The Directo;

tated that such criticism was entirely unjustifiable and that no case had ever been broi
0 our attention proving such a fact, . _ .

R s The Director made reference to the recent case in McComb; Mississip;i:
sz 0 Which nine men had been charged with burning churches and violence against Negroes
@ﬁtated this again was a miscarriage of justice, He added that the judge®s decision ir

. . #as entirely wrong and that it caused some people to question where youth
wiie explained that some of the defendants had been in their 40's,
©.7: 4 deal probably, of course, had been made, however, this
any deterrent to future actions of violence by these men, ~

really began,
The Director added th:
would certainly not represeni

The Director explained that there is a great misunderstanding today amo,

general public and particularly the Negro race as to what the FBI can and cannot do
the way of investigations, The Director emphas

rosecution is not scheduled sooner, He stated this,

He pointed out
g are conducted in a very thorough and expeditious.

-

inffltrating the KKK has been so rapid that Klan members now suspect each other anc
are fighting among themselves,

The Director mentioned that we have two confessions &
the killing of the three civil rights workers, He added that the Klan in Mississipp! has
falled to meat far enme tima hecanee the members of this oreanization are apprehensiv
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~. .uSto the identity of FBI informants in
. _been an enemy of the KKX for a long

their midst, The Difector stated he had persor

He spoke of the FBI's case in Louisiana in the late 1920's in which FBI
ridence suocessfully culminated in the conviction of the top Klan leader, He stated th

£ KKK fully concentrated on Negroes, Jews and Catholics, however, concentration pow
A ds strictly on the Negro race, . ¢ o

']
The Director made §t very clear to Rev

erend King and his associates thot
BI Agents conduct very thoréugh in

terviews in elvil rights cases, He stated he would

me they have such complaints,

: ' " The Director told Reverend Kin
stated that one of the greatest things the Negr

eroes could easily learn skills, The Dlrecttfr
in50 old King he wanted him to know that registrars in the South were now more careful
in their actions, He stated that there were less attempts now to prevent Negroes from
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5 2 specific example a restaurant in Atlant:
Georgia, in which surveillances have taken place to asce

He stated emphatically, however, he
vor of takinrg Negro children 10 or 12 miles across town simply because
wanted them to go to 8 school other than those in their specific

- X

e the g e Director told Reverend Iting that in due time there will be & comple
Secdchange in the mores of community thinking in the United States regarding the racial
“ problem, He stated that meanwhile tLe rcr ;

The Director praised the Grorgia przers that declared the verdict of the
Fenn case tobe a travesty of justice. F:o uddes D:at the Jackson, Mississipni, paper
1 contained several editorials deploring v!olenca ~grinst Negroes and Participation in
kP 4rch burnings, The same editorials duclired t!.'s was no way to solve racial o
. . problems, The Director stated that his giriements made ot g Press conference in
pe—sJackson, Mississippl, this summer to the efinct $2~i he vas in Mississippi to see to it
.y that an end was put to the violence of bembings and burning churches had had some affec
<siz mpon backwoods terrorists, .

The Director told King thet ke wantod to make very clear that the
s question is often raised as to Whether the TSI wil!

protect civil rights workers or Negrc
that he has in the Past and will coatlime o answer such questions on the basis
BI does not have the authority nor

the jartsdiction to protect anyone, He state
the Department of Justice desires that ¥egroes be protected this is the

: on<e agznin that if Reverend King or any of his
AScociates ever lmew of a Special Agent skowing bias or prejudice he Wanted to know
bout this matter immediately, - . : _

' The Dircctor explained thot we have eivil rights cases not only in the
South but also in the northern cities, He puve examples of New York and Chicago. He
staled that there have been 3
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- The Director spoke once again of the necessity of the Negro educating =
.. Amsell in order to compete in manual and professional skills, He mentioned the -

Ple of a shoeshine boy in Miami, Florida, who turned out to be, after questioning

the Director, a graduate of Howard University, This shoeshine boy, a Negro,

lained to the Director that he could not get a job above the level of shoeshine boy
The Director stated this, of course, was wrong and

under no circumstances did be, -or anyone in the FBI, share the opinion that the
ay"570, Or any othér race, should be kept down. The Dir

egro Agents and particularly mentioned Special Agent Aubrey Lewis, the former
otre Dame track star who is currently assigned to the New York Division,

e -

prprst a little upset about being transferred to Miami becaus .
=% against him, He stated, however, much to his surprise, that the white people in -
7 pami treated him with the greatest of courtesy while people of his own race referred to

m 45 & “fink" simply because he was a representative of law enforcement,

o . Reverend King interrupted the Director at this point and asked if this same
. - kgro Agent 1s still assigned to the Miami Division, The

_ Director replied in the
_Ennt_ive. The Director stated that at a recent dinner Father Hesburgh, the Presicent
ey swoire Dame University, explained to the Director *hat his institution had difficulty

3 g Negroes on the football team because their grades were never high enough., Tke
ector told Reverend King the same thing is true of Negroes who apply for the position
. Special Agent, He stated in most instances they lack the qualifications, however, we
i>-4pTe very happy to hire any Negro who was qualified for the position, Tke Director iold
L _rverend King that we, of course, could not let down our qualifications simply because
g=- the color of a person's skin, \ - .

s -'l'he Director told Reverend King and his associates that the problems that
g+ .; and the Negro leaders have is a mutual problem, He stated in most instances in civil

matters we have learned that “you are damned if you do and you are damned if you
d continue to do its job, He stated

of 10 or 11 Indian Special Agents and of a number of
Eﬁ:}ﬂl Agents who have Mexican bl

ood in them, He stated that the color of a man's skin
28 no dilference to the FBI whatsoever, however,

we do merit the cooperation and
aisistance of all groups and it is most unfair when these groups are taught not to .
operate with the FBL, - ‘ ‘ R

-

-,
- . . et

‘ ~ The Director mentioned that he wanted to make it very plain that the FBI
1 not tolerate any of our personnel being

slapped around, He gave an eéxample of the
’mb_:u-dozzl case in New York where one

Trector mentioned that in the war with hoodlums,

, for every mah we lose we make
through legal means of course,

that the hoodlums lose the same number or more

* | ——
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: . ‘The Director proudly spoke of the ability of Agents to outshoot and
= mtfight hoodlums and other individuals who attempted to take advantage of our personne
-~ Jle stated the XXX is afraid to "mix" with our Agents, He mentioned that the Klan was

Eyenow." He stated they are brave as long as they have the majority with them but
— ra&dwhmtheyﬁceuequﬂmmbor., . , .
T - "

LR

The Director spoke of the ﬂackr Charles Parker case in Poplarville,

dence contributed by the FBL. The Director mentioned that our evidence in this case
*yas excellent, however, the Grand Jury refused to indict the subjects involved in the
. : _-hlﬂ_‘ of Parhro - . = -

T ERE 0 sl e s S e e ——— — ———— -

: . The Director told Reverend King that in many instances our Agents have
> #seen spit upon, they have been refused food and lodging and many things are done to

f+, owart hard-hitting investigations by the FBL He stated that nevertheless we continue
£ P gather evidence in an expeditious and thorough manner, » —

A Reverend Abernathy stated that the Negroes have a real problem in

_p ng down the current system of segregated voting tests in the South, He stated it wa:
- AUt important that there be kept alive in the Negro communities a ray of hope, He
eemitated that the Negro people should not be allowed to fall into an atmosphere of despair,

The Director explained that this was a very important point. He stated
real progress has been made in higher wages, voting registration and housing
«f patters, The Director pointed out, however, that such progress has not been
imphasized by the rabblerousers who constantly attempt to stir up the Negroes against
2 whiles, The Director gave as an example the communist,Epton,in New York City,
ie Director stated that Epton is sometimes pointed to as a person the Negro should

jmulate because of his militancy, The Director stated this was wrong and it is 2lso
rong to "mislead” Negroes, . .

Reverend Abcrnathy stated that the SCLC does not want Negroes like-

4 -pton in their movement, He stated that Reverend Iing, more than anyone else, has i
& “jrevented people like Epton and the Muslims from taking over the civil rigis movement,
. * everend Abernathy stated that actually the Negroes are a part of the Federal
mupovernment, therefore, anything that represents the Federal Government is an -
hcouragement to the Negro. He added that even the side of a post office building or a
"ederal courtroom is an encouragement to the Negro, He mentioned that when a Negro
‘eceives information that a case in which he has been brutally mistreated is going to
"elderal Court he feels encouraged over the fact that he will get a fair trial, Reverend
;tat nathy continued that the same problem is true when a Negro sees an FBI Agent. He

ed that the Negro feels open encouragement inasmuch as the FBI will not only fairly
ardle his case but will serve as a great deterrent to violence, °-- )

G yv——— -
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i ‘oThe Director stated that the KKK today is representsd by common white
.trash, He stated that the Klan was actually worse than the Communist Party inasmuch
-as the Klan resorts to violence while the communists usually emulate term:ltes in their
actlﬁuu. = _ . .

. *® The Director reiterated that King and his agsociates should feel free to
- dcall him at any time when they have knowledge of possible civil rights violations, King
o repned that over the past few years he has noted amazing signs of progress in the civil
Z:rights field. He stated he has Leen very surprised to see some communities comply
=qwith the new civl rights statutes, He stated there still are some pockets of resistence
.aparticularly in the South, He ndded that the SCLC is planning to stimulate voting
Fregistration activities in Selm> Alabama, in the near future, He mentioned that some
1 Amembers of his organization hive been suecessful in infiltrating this wh;lte community
-4and have learned there is & great potential for violence in Se.lma. TS

-1-;

= The Director lnterrup‘ed King and briefly detailed five cases in whlch the

"; FBI has gathered evidence in S:lma, Alabama, The Director identified these cases

!mluuy, and specifically the casz ;gainst Sherilf James Clark, The Director mentioned

thz.t these cases came about as a result of FEI investigation and that we were continuing

=our investigations in Selmz, [labam>, He mentioned that one case would come to trial
pecember 9, 1964, 'rhe Dircctor particularly made reference to the fact that we h‘.v
‘ee excellent cascs in Selm= at the present time,

L

" Reverend King inqulr2C as to whether his representatives should notit‘y

‘; the FBI when they arrive in £clma, Alzbama, He quickly corrected himself that he kne.
—his representatives should contzet the 31 upon arrival, however, he asked the Directo:
- {what would be the possibilities oi FEi Agents being in Selma, Alabama, inasmuch as

. re appeared to be a potenti-! for viclence, The Director specifically asked Reverenc
- King when his activities would take place., Reverend Abernathy indicated such activity
jwould take place around Januazy 1, 1505, The Director clearly explained that FBI -
_..{Agents would be in Eelma, not for’ the purpose of "protecting” anyone, but for the

- |purpose of observing and reporiing to the Department of Justice any possible violations

- {of civil rights that mlght occur, Reverend King expressed appreciation in this regard.

Reverend King stood up and stated he wished to a:press his personal
Nthanks for 2 most fruitful and nececsary meeting, The Director told Reverend King thai
. {he should get in touch with us at anytima he felt it was necessary. ) ___7 o

-*  Reverend King menticned that there were representatives oI the press in
the Director's reception room. He turned to me and asked if the FBI planned to make
any comment regarding the meoting. I told him that the Director had instructed that we
m2ke no comment whatsoever. Ravercnd King asked the Director if there would be any
ctions if he read a short preparcd statement to the press, The Director told
Reverend King this, of course, was up to him,

-8
- ® - .‘
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' In proceeding to the reception room, Reverend King pulled uut : preu
eleue, hasd-written in ink, out of his right coat pocket. This press release obviousl;
. _ad been prepared prior to the time Reverend King arrived at FBI Headquarters, A

mrevious memoracdum has been sent through reporting verbatim the comments by m.ug
the Dl.rector'l reception room,

L ] ® - - - .--
R  a

S tis mggestedthat the attached letterbe unttothel’resident concern!n
=2 meung between the Director, Reverend King and his associates,

= ey

s 'I'he General Investigative Division, Civil Rights Bect:lon, should take
e aJue note of the proposed activities in Selma, Alabama, and should instruct the
p=-appropriate office to make certain that Agents are on hand to observe activities in Selm
xlabama, on or around Jamiary 1, 1965,
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L

I fully agree that this work should eventually be done, particylarly

an additional controversy arises with King. I see no necessity, however, inthis
_ ork being-dbne at the present time inasmuch as the controversy has quieted down
=-yconsiderably and we are not in need of transcrip

1 tions right now. In view of the
patranscription firéady accomplished, and because of the above-mentioned reasons,

===al would recommend that we hold off doing this tremendous amount of work until there
3is an actual need, ’ -
- g % I .L.a!.a/
‘bLm\.a"-) JD ﬁ:}ﬂ P 0 J .« -
A’ ‘ '1'
Tk, Az uondas .
J
- ’

e

T T Wt s | -y



