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. -.. • . 	'  _u to the identity of FBI informants in their midst. The Director stated he had person `been an enemy of the KEGS for a long time.  -.---- ri 
He spoke of the FBI's case in Louisiana in the late 1820's in which FBI dence suocessfully culminated in the conviction of the top Elan leader. He stated th fully concentrated on Negroes, Jews and Catholics, however, concentration now strictly on the Negro race. 	 • 
The Director told the group that in the Lemuel Penn case the defendants ye recently been indicted and are to stand trial in Federal Court. He stated the trial ould begin sometime next week. He mentioned that the same defendants were esponsible for beating Negroes and participation in other acts of violence. The Direct d that the FBIls success in infiltrating the KICK has been so extensive that we now ometimes knowin advance what the KKK plans to do and take prozzoUve measures rdingly. 

The Director explained that in Alabama the FBI cannot deal with the _ ilighway Patrol because of the psychoneurotic tendencies of the Alabama Governor. He tated that the State of Georgia has a good Governor and that the Georgia Bureau of stigation, while not comparable to the Mississippi Highway Patrol, has cooperated Niel the FBI. 

The Director told Reverend King and his associates that FBI epresentatives have held several thousand law enforcement conferences in which outhern police officers have been educated as to civil rights legielation. He stated this clearly assisted law enforcement, particularly the FBI, however, admittedly, this represents slow progress, but progress nevertheless. He added that this educational '•ampaign will be continued and that it will eventually take hold. The Director gave the 'example of a Mississippi Sheriff who recently broke a case as a result of FBI training. 
• • The Director made it very clear to Reverend King and his associates that BI Agents conduct very thorough interviews in civil rights cases. He stated he would e to know immediately if any of our Special Agents ever act in a supercilious manner r if they mishandle a ccmp:aint regarding civil rights. He stated that if the facts elect that our Agent is in the wrong he will be called on the carpet fast. The Director' Iced that Reverend King or any of his representatives feel free to call the FBI at any me they have such complaints. 

The Director told Reverend Ilng he desired to give him some advice. He stated that one of the greatest things the Negro leaders could accomplish would ba to 3ncourage voting registration among their people. Another thing would be to ed.icate the %le in the skills so that they could compete in the open market. The Director mentioned several professions in which Negroes could easily learn skills. The Director use told King he wanted him to know that registrars in the South were now more careful to their actions. He stated that there were less attemots now to prevent Negroes from 
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• registering inasmuch as the FBI is watching such actions very carefully. The Directs 
told Reverend King that the FBI was coaling progress in violations regarding discrimination in eating places. He gave as a specific example a restaurant in Atlant 

k  
Georgia, in which surveillances have taken place to ascertain if out-of-state cars are being served at this particular restaurant. The Director stated he personally was in favor of equality in eating places and in schools. He stated emphatically, however, ht was not in favor of taidng Negro children 10 or 12 miles across town simply because their parents wanted them to go to a school other than those in their specific neighborhood. - 

The Director told Reverend Sir; that in due time there will be a comple 
change in the mores of community thinkieg in the Milted States regarding the racial blew. He stated that meanwhile the ru will continue to handle its responsibilities 
in a thorough and impartial manner. He reli-...ratel that the FBI cannot encourage 

,iprosecution in Federal Court despite the It fiat 5locni couriscannot be trusted. HI 
added that some judges cannot be trusted. 

• , 	The Director praised the Georgia p:tpere that declared the verdict of the 

	

enn case to be a travesty of justice. Ife edcleti 	the Jackson, Mississippi, paper contained several editorials deploring 	against_ Negroes and participation In 
arch burnings. The same editorials 6.-A:zed Els was no way to solve racial problems. The Director stated that his st.:..terr.ezts :ride at a press conference in 

op.....Tackson, Mississippi, this summer to the sliect ;hit he vas in Mississippi to see to it 
that an end was put to the violence of bcmbings and burning churches had had some affec 

on backWoocis terrorists. 

The Director told King thet hc• warted to snake it very clear that the estion is often raised as to whether the TZI will protect civil rights workers or Negrc 
'-iz- iie stated that he has in the past and will ceeteue to answer such questions on the basis 

wrc: • that the FBI does not have the authority nor the jerisdiction to protect anyone. He state rt when the Department of Justice desires that 1:c.groes be protected this is the esponsibility of U. S. Marshals. The Director re.iterated that the FBI is strictly an 
Investigative agency and cannot and will not extend itself beyond legislated jurisdiction. e Director repeated very emphatically that while our investigations are very definite! 

orough and impartial he wanted to state once again that if Reverend King or any cf his 
sociates ever knew of a Special Agent slowing bias or prejudice he wanted to know t this matter immediately. 	- .. 	.  

• . 1 The Director explained that we have civil rights cases not only in the South but also in the northern cities. Ho reve examples of New York and Chicago. He 
stated that there have been some cases in Miami, Florida. 0 

-6- 
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE. 
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• 
The Director spoke once again of the necessity of the Negro educating fins& in order to compete in manual and professional slcilLs. He mentioned the pie of a shoeshine boy in Miami, Florida, who turned out to be, after questioning the Director, a graduate of Howard University. This shoeshine boy, a Negro, lathed to the Director that he could not get a Job above the level of shoeshine boy cause of the color of his skin. The Director stated this, of course, was wrong and under ao circumstances did he, or anyone in the FBI, share the opinion that the egro, or any other race, should be kept down. The Director spoke of his pride in -egro Agents and particularly mentioned Special Agent Aubrey Lewis, the former tre Dame track star who Is currently assigned to the New York Division. 

• 

. 	The Director spoke of a Miami Special Agent who was transferred to that ce from St. Louis. This Agent explained to the Director on one occasion that he was st s. little upset about being transferred to Miami because he felt that his race would -against him. He stated, however, much to his surprise, that the white people in ml treated him with the greatest of courtesy while people of his own race referred to as a 'Pink" simply because he was a representative of law enforcement,. 
Reverend King interrupted the Director at this point and asked if this same egro Agent is still assigned to the Miami Division. The Director replied in the Anative. The Director stated that at a recent dinner Father Hesburgh, the President 

fitti
ng Dame University, explained to the Director that his institution had difficulty jtting  Negroes on the football team because their grades were never high enough. The erector told Reverend King the same thing is true of Negroes who apply for the position Special Agent. He stated in most instances they lack the qualifications, however, we re very happy to hire any Negro who was qualified for the position. The Director told verend King that we, of course, could not let down our qualifications simply because 4  the color of a person's skin. 

The Director told Reverend King and his associates that the problems that .1 and the Negro leaders have is a mutual problem. He stated in most instances in civil - 

	

	hts matters we have learned that "you are damned if you do and you are damned if you tilt." The Director stated nevertheless the FBI would continue to do its Job. Be stated we additionally are very proud of 10 or 11 Indian Special Agents and of a number cf ecial Agents who have Mexican blood in them. He stated that the color of a man's skin. keg no difference to the FBI whatsoever, however, we do merit the cooperation and sistance of all groups and it is most unfair when these groups are taught not to operate with the FDL 

The Director mentioned that he wanted to make it very plain that the FBI U not tolerate any of our personnel being slapped around. He gave an example of tha mibarclozzi case in New York where one of our Agents was Jumped by five hoodlums 0:e a church. lie stated these hoodlums were immediately taught a lesson. The rector mentioned that in the war with hoodlums, for every matt we lose we make rtain, through legal means of course, that the hoodlums lose the same number or more 

r"7" 
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1 	. The Director proudly spoke of the ability of Agents to outshoot and 
-otfight hoodlums and other individuals who attempted to take advantage of our peraonne 

..-__ 
.le stated the KICK is afraid to "mix" with our Agents. He mentioned that the Klan was 

iffik
ellow." He stated they are brave as long as they have the majority with them but d when they face an equal number. , 

01,  

The Director spoke of the Mack Charles Parker case in Poplarville, fississippi. He stated that our evidence in this case had been turned over to Governor oleman, the then Governor of that State. He mentioned that Governor Coleman was a ecent type of individual who had immediately seen to it that a State Court received the Bence contributed by the FBL The Director mentioned that our evidence in this case excellent, however, the Grand Jury refused to indict, the subjects involved in the hing of Parker. 

The Director told Reverend King that in many instances our Agents have en spit upon, they have been refused food and lodging and many things are done to wart hard-hitting investigations by the FBL He stated that nevertheless we continue rather.evidence in an expeditious and thorough manner. 

Reverend Abernathy stated that the Negroes have a real problem in ng down the current system of segregated voting tests in the South. He stated it ova itiSt important that there be kept alive in the Negro communities a ray of hope. He tated that the Negro people should not be allowed to fall into an atmosphere of despair. 

The Director explained that this was a very important point. He stated real progress has been made in higher wages, voting registration and housing alters. The Director pointed out, however, that such progress has not been -.4imphasized by the rabblerousers who constantly attempt to stir up the Negroes against ii: ''tae whites. The Director gave as an example the communist,Eptonlin New York City. e Director stated that Epton is sometimes pointed to as a person the Negro should ululate because of his militancy. The Director stated this was wrong and it is also rang to "mislead" Negroes. . 

Reverend Abernathy stated that the SCLC does not want Negroes like' :pton in their movement. He stated that Reverend King, more than anyone else, has reverted people like Epton and the Muslims from taking over the civil riglts movement: verend Abernathy stated that actually the Negroes are a part of the Federal vernment, therefore, anything that represents the Federal Government is an - ncouragement to the Negro. He added that even the side of a post office building or a ?ederal courtroom is an encouragement to the Negro. He mentioned that when a Negro •eceives information that a case in which he has been brutally mistreated is going to P&Vral Court he feels encouraged over the fact that he will get a fair trial. Reverend 
nathy continued that the same problem is true when a Negro sees an FBI Agent. He ;Wed that the Negro feels open encouragement inasmuch as the FBI will not only fairly landie his case but will serve as a great deterrent to violence. •  
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/, The Director stated that the KKK today is represented by common white 
trash. He stated that the Klan was =holly worse than the Communist Party inasmuch 
as the Klan resorts to violence while the communists usually emulate termites in their 

• •■•■ 	11, •• • • P 

• • 

I• a. The Director reiterated that King and his associates should feel free to 
call him  at any time when they have knowledge of possible civil rights violations. King 

40replied that over the past few years be has noted amazing signs of progress in the civil 
:7-.,:„rights field. He stated he has been very surprised to see some communities comply 
ti;e1with the new civil rights statutes. He stated there still are some pockets of resistence 
;.,.. Aparticularly in the South. He added that the SCLC is planning to stimulate voting 

registration activities in SelmarAlabama, in the near future. Re mentioned that some 
.'members of his organization have been successful in infiltrating this white community 
-.:- 'and have learned there is a great potential for violence. in Selma. - - - -- - --- --- -- 

The Director interrupted King and briefly detailed five cases in which the 
FBI hai gathered evidence in Selma, Alabama. The Director identified these cases 

Iful/y, and specifically the cast- ;.galas` Sheriff James Clark. The Director mentioned - 
....21. that their cases came about as a resat of FBI investigation and that we were continuing 
Neejour investigations in Selma, 1.1.1).bama. He mentioned that one case would come to trial 

cepecember 9, 1964. The Director particularly made reference to the fact that we hay 
ta-ee excellent cases in Selma a the present time. 

. 
Reverend King ittrerima as to whether his representatives should notify 

the F13I when they arrive in Selma, tlabama. He quickly corrected himself that he laltu, 
his representatives should coritrzt the 731 upon arrival, however, he asked the Directoi 
Walt would be the possibilities 01 FBI Agents being in Selma, Alabama, inasmuch as 

,1  .there appeared to be a potentic far violence. The Director specifically asked Reverend 
1:-Xing when his activities would take place. Reverend Abernathy indicated such activity 

iwould take place around January 1, 1535. The Director clearly explained that FBI 
Agents would be in Selma, not foi the purpose of "protecting" anyone, but for the 
purpose of observing and reporting to the Department of Justice any possible violations 
of civil rits that might occur. Reverend King expressed appreciation in this regard. 

Reverend King stood up and stated he wished to express his personal 
thanks for a. most fruitful and necessary meeting. The Director told Reverend King that 
he should get in touch with us at anytime he felt it was necessary. 

• Reverend King menticned that there were representatives of the press in 
the Directors reception room. He turned to me and asked if the FBI planned to make 
any comment regarding the meeting. I told him that the Director had instructed that we 
m.a.1.1.re no comment whatsoever. flavercnd King asked the Director if there would be any 
cfajctions if he read a short prepared statement to the press. The Director told 
Reverend King this, of course, was up to him. 

• dr 
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In proceeding to the reception room, Reverend Xing pulled out a press 
elease, hand-written in ink, out of his right coat pocket. This press release obviousl: 

_ad been prepared prior to the time Reverend King arrived at FBI Headquarters. A 
evious memorandum has been sent through reporting verbatim the comments by Xing 
the Director's reception room. 

• • 	U is suggested that the attached letter be sent to the President concernin 
meeting between the Director, Reverend Xing and his associates. 

CNAC.Lil 

The General Investigative Division, Civil Rights Section, should take 
e note, of the proposed activities in Selma, Alabama, and should instruct the 
propriate office to make certain that Agents are on hand to observe activities in Seim 
bama, on or around January 1, 1.965. 
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ADDENDUM:CDD:dr.s. 12/10/64  

I fully agree that this work should evfntuailyba dons, particuLirly 
an additional controversy arises with King. I lel-  oo necessity, however, in nil ork being-dbne at the present time inasmuch as the controversy has quieted down considerably and we are not in need of transcriptions right now. In view of the 

ranscriptionVready accomplished, and because of the above-mentioned reasons 
would recommend that we hold off doing this tremendous amount of work until there an actual need. 
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