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THE BULLET'S PATH — This drawing shows the tearing path of a bullet
that smashed into Dr. Martin Lather King Jr. The bullet struck his right jaw,
severed the spine and ended up in the chest.
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" Exactly where did. the assassin’s death bullet
strike Dr. Martin Luther ng Jr.?

What was the path of the bullet — from its

point of origin until it struck Dr. King?

ok

After Dr. King was shot. was he so severely‘
wounded that his life could not have been saved?
* Did doctors in Memphis do all they could to

Additional coverage on Page 6

' _ save the life of the human rights leader who was

then the nation's No. 1 fighter against white
racism? - - .
.. Was the death bullet found"

Where? * " )
-7 Answers I.Q these questions were given last:

“"week when photographs, drawings and other
. .exhibits. — almost. all of them gruesome—were
viewed by the House Assassmauons Comrmuee

‘committee—headed by Rep. Louis Stokes. :DJ
" Ohio)—viewed photographs of Dr. King taken just]
after he-was murdered and heard testimony frons
palholcglcal experts on the Aprﬂ 4, 1968, shooting in_
Memphis. Tenn.

The committee, in its second day of pubhc
testimony on the death of the civil rights leader,
sought to dispel questions about the trajectory of
the fatal bullet.

The pictures were grim.

One was taken from behind Dr. King —

" revealing the back of his head and a conspicuous

lump several inches below the left shoulder where

s the bullet was imbedded after entering his body

through the lower right jaw.
"~ Experts said the bullet apparently smashed:
through Dr. King's spinal column and, in the words|
of one witness. would have left him a *‘vegetable"!
had he lived. i

Another picture showed Dr. King's neatly knot-
ted tie, the neckband severed where the bullet had
cut through. 4



The medical experts were assembled to deter:
mine if the preliminary medical treatment ad-
ministered to Dr. King was adequate from the timel
he was taken by ambulance from the Lorrain

I - (Continoed on Page 2)-

’ (Continued frony Page 1)

Motel 1o S Joseph's hospit il where he dierl ulmut.
an hour after the shooling, -

The experts were alsoasked Lo review Lh(_
autopsy report and the exhibits and to determine if |
the trajectory of the bullet "mdlmle‘-. lhe pnml of !
origin of the shot.”) .. gt £

Finally.-they'were mked if the damag_e tod
King’'s body and clothing was consistent with whaLl
could he expected from a prmecllle of Lhe type
recovered from the hody.

5 - |

A palhologist testified.. afler re-examinalion of,
the seene, Lhal Lhe aulopsy: report, x-rays.. pictures
and diagrams of the slaying of Nobel Peace prizel
winner turned up nothing inconsistent with con
clusions drawn at the time of the murder.

Dr. Michael M. Baden. head of a panel of Lhree-
medical examiners named by, the ‘assassinations
commiltee to restudy the evidenee. illustrated his
testimony with phomﬂraphs of the bullet: wounds
Dr. King sustained when he was-murdererl durm,,‘
the lime he went Lo '\IPmphls'Ln :Jld slrnkmL. gar-
hage eollectors, A ! :l

The woitnil. Baden told the commitlee: WS
“entirély consistent’ wilh: the analysis thod thet

fatal ballet Bl been fired Fromea Memphis, Tooan .

rooming horse bathroon aeross the sireet from the
Lowraing Molel's second floor baicony Dr King |
wirs shamn as-hae wand a-group nl‘ il s Slekni on.
the haleony. C = |

Badlen testified that pathology is !nu inexact i s |
seisnee for him to be able to state conclusively i
whether the bullet. fired from o .20 - 06-rifle. ¢ame
from the hathroom Window. or from a bushs area !
Lhe ronming house hiekyvare.

Bt it camie from one or the olther, he ~.‘n.l and
he could rule out a shot fired Trom close rance
There was no tmce nf -’unpu-.\m on the hody. he
saul - .

4 B-ulen “chief metllml examinar for New \mk i
City. suaidd he was satisfied that Dr. King receivel
“Vigorous medical treament.”” _ H

When the wounded eivil richts Jeader arrived |
al StenJoseph’s Hospitak. “the heart was -atillj
beating bul the hmm Wwas 1rrepdr.;hl\ damaged. ™ |
he said.

The. house® committee is enndacting the Tirstp
public investication of the slatving ~tnce Jumes

Furl Ray pleaded gnilty to the murider ¢harze in
1969, The panel also is re-investigating 1h-~
assassination of President John F. Kennedy -

DR. KING'S'JACKET — 'I'hh pholu shows the gaping bullet hole in the ,]RCKE("

D, .'\lartm Luther King.lr. wore when he was assassinated.
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Ray-back-i npnson o
after Stokes grilling |

James Earl Ray was
back behind bars this
week and, barring a
miracle ‘when his
congressional - “‘trial”

resumes in November,- .
{gﬂp?ars destined to serve -

ull 99 - year sentence
for the murder of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

—

T he House
Assassinations Com-
mittee — headed by a
black chairman — tfook
Ray out of his Tennessee
prison and gave him the

public forum he has
sought for years to plmd

innocence despite a.
formal confession of guilt.
But.it also revéaled new
evidence that Ray-and his

lawyer, Mark Lane, found
“most damaging.” - %

Two surprise
dealt severe blows tao-
Ray’s claim — a retired
British policeman’s,
statement that - Ray.

. boasted of murdering Dr."

King shortly after his
arrest in London in 1968

and another witnes;;.

~-'saying he u

o

admission- that his sup~
,port of Ray's alibi was:
bricated. P
Lane responded angrily
“to the written staternent;
from- the oliceman,
erstood thes
officer had been charged:
. with corruption and fired

- developments last Friday*  in disgrace. That forced!

an abrupt delay until
,November in further

. questinning of Ra(f 1
" Scotland. Yard later?
“said . the officer —,
Alexanc_ier Anthonty Fist,|
. (Continued on Page 2) j

. CONGRESSIONAL HUDDLE - Rep. Louis Stokes, D - Ohio, chairman

of the House Assassination:

Committee, considers an objection by James

- Earl Ray’s attorney, Mark Lane. Behind Stokes is Del. Walter Fauntroy,-

D- D.C, and another member of the assassinations.panel.

" The

iEanntifiped fenim Page 1)
now @ pub owner = was
found  idnocent  of
corrupiion in a [rial
earlier this'year:
The presentation of the
“*most ‘damaging’’
evidence against the
slony - faced Ray came
the day after Louis
Stokes, D + Ohié, com-
mitteechairma T,
sl Ny stalaq Br- Koo
across the country for 12
dave preceding Dr. King's
murder on April 4. 1988 in
Memphis. '
he tried to hunt down Dr.:
King = - - although:
evidence-+showed - his:
movments followed Dr.

When Ray’ reappears
before the committee in}
November; questioning is-
expected ‘lo. focus - on.
whether he wnm of a
conspiracy ra na:
lone killer.~The com-.
mittee holds hearings in-
racy:

of President+John ol
Kennedy, . -3o:oc .. 4

Ray will have much to:
der after three days of
that ticed -

— Testimony that he:
lefl Los-, es in 1968!

' and:: parallelling Dr.

King's movements,- went!
to Selma, Ala., Atlanta.
and finally lo Memphis,!
Tent; where the Nobeb
Peace. prize winner wasi
killéd By 2 bullet from thes
rifle Ray admits he

~ Evidence thal Ray
was in Atlanta on April 1,
1868,
Is an outburst that
made his lawyer wince,
Rav toid the committee,
— in whal sounded like a
sarcastic quip—if anyone:
coald show he was im
Adanta April 1, "I'll just!
lake responsibility for the:
Thzwng case right here om

committee!
produced a woman, now:
73. who said from a°
wheelchair that she had!
made out laundry and cry;



L s

Christian Leader Con-

cleani i maa:sm

calling hi L

an alias used by Ray, in|

Atlanta on that da a{so
The committee put

befare Ray a bi bluwup

of -a phologra

laundry slip phdng lnm

mn Auanta;

of Dr. King’'s Souther

ference, just three days
before .. the .Memphis

ying.

o Iyin e anly;
g ;

living supporter of Ray’ll

alibi that was at 3

Memphis service statiom

when Dr. King was

“This sl (s com-
pletely false,’ said Dean|
Cowden. who had first
corrorboraled Ray's alibi. |
Cowden, a commodity
dealer, said he was mare|
than 400 miles away at his|
Part Neches, Texas, home
at the ime and had given'
falseinformationtohelpa
friend who was an in-
\@!igalor for one of|
Ray’s egrlier lawyers.

— Fingerprints con-
recting Ray toa $600 bank
rebbery in London June 4,
1358, shortly before his
arrest and committee
indications that there is
evidence linking Ray to a
still - unsolved $27.000
bank rob| at Alton, 11l

That would conflict with
Ray's claim he was;
financed by a mystericus
crony named "“Raoul”

'a.zci possible explained
L=+ e ol the money to’
':. s car and.. travel
exlecsively., o

- Agreement by Eam‘
that he had been offered a7
ceal far a lightex sentence-
bv 2 member o the!
vammittee f he could’
name anyone involved in;
a conspiracy lo kill Dr. |
g, No. names came|
encer from Ray or Rep

Harold Sawge Mmh.
who said made

offer.
~  Finally, Frrdays
-blackbuster from Eist, a
sergeant on the famed
Flying Squad. who,
guarded Ray while the:
prisoner was awaiting
extradilion to the United;
Stales. ’
Rep Samuel Dev.-me R
&m i e
-1
with Eist that he said the!
commitlee obtained just,
tu.o WEEeKS agoI he
role- in- the!
‘ng kxﬁiﬁg Eist said 1
During the course . o'k
conx ersalian
‘definitely — he didn ta
actually come out with it
— but it was there in the
conversation that he done-
;t He was quite proud of:
B

“If False,” said Ray.
Both he and Lane said
gtatement was the "mcsr
damagitgg” evidence yet|
presen

Stokes presented his/
stalklng -accusation
Thursday in making a
summary of  issues on
which he had questioned;
Ra and chided Ray-for!
P so little help tol
ocate the mystermus!
“Raoul™ |

As stokes retracing,
Rays movements in 1968,
Ray's lawyar broke in:!
“No. I don’t think that's
what the récord shows. 1
don’tthink that's what the-
recordshows. That's whali
you tried to show:"

Rep. - Richardso
Preyer; .-D - N.C.,
prestdlng over  the
committee during Stoke’s!
questioning, intervened:
“Let Mr. Stokes com-
plete his gquestion.” To
which Lane replied: t's
not a question. It's a
summation - of. the

ecutidn’s case i thism
nvastlgauon © But
Preyer prevailed. :
“Then you rent a room:
in Atlanta.' ‘‘Stokesi
continued. “You buy ai
rifle in Birmingham. And!
then by every other piece:
of available evidence,.
other than parts of your:
slory, you return le;
Atlanta, . where youi
remain until at least Aprilt
1,by the documents we've:
oduced here this af-!
oo, Y s 4
“Following the an-
nouncement in Atlanta
Dr. King’s return to
Memph:s. you dnve ttﬂ

that eity and you | rent
room from u.l'uch Dr.
King's movements can be
easily wamhed RO

Lane mterjecled again,
ngrilv; “That is not true.
You kiow you cannot see
the movements from
room, Room 5. That's a
false statement, BMr
Stokes.” :

ver ordered Lane
hold his objections an
told ‘Stokes to continue.

“Mr. Ray,”" Stoke
asked,."Isn't it true tha
the ‘time you left Los
Angeles until the time you
left Memphia (after Dr.
King was killed) on Aprik
4, 1968; that you were im
the process.of fol]owmg
the . movameuts of 2
ng?'}

Without: " hesmlaﬂm-x
Ray: replied--"Nm lln_ti
isn't correct.” .

“You have mam:ameril

" all along you did-not fired

that shot, haven't you?"

blokes asked i
7 i

“Yes sir,™ Ra}' an-
swered.” ©



