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By Ford Fessenden 
sr. iii *mita ' 

Op the anniversary of the Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.'s assassination, the 
civil rights movement paused yesterday 
to reflect on how far short of his vision.  
the nation his fallen in the quarter 
century since his death.. _ : 

In ceremonies in his houietivn, At 
lanta; in the city_where he died, Mem -
phis, Tenn., and across the country, the.. 
legatees of King's martyred leadership: 
praised the progress that has been 
made toward racial equality. But most-;  
ly they decried the distance still uncovcil.  

"Vir% have not overcome," Memphis 
Mayok- W. 	Herenton, who ,becaine'? 
the cipfs first black elected mayor in'
1991, tOldid)Out 4,000 people at the.' 
Masa'Teinple in Memphis, where' 
King gave his last speech the night be-I 
ford he was killed. "We still have riot 
ism, bigotry, poverty, joblessness` 110-*-  
meleasness and greed." 

In Pasadena, Calif., a feir miles from t 
the site of the federal trial of four white' 
Losakrigsles Police officers in the beak: 
ing of a black motorist, the Rev. Jesse'g 
Jackgt4 urged aingregants at the Ali; 
Saints Episcopal Church to "not just 
speetlitilre: and witnesses to violence,T.  
but find a way to do something about"! 

itio :mast_ 
, "We cannot put our destinies, u 

hantlINCIVjiirorii and debathiglA 
yera," Jackson -said. The 	arc 
quittal on state charges in the bestir 
of the motorist, Rodney Xing,* 
off thd bloody'liott last- year 
claimed 53 

.; Speaking  laiiiiiProaoat ja4:Nm  
on called On-Prgnident,B' Clintdri'W.1 

hold a 	Meeting in South Ceni 
i  tral Los Angeles before the lierdiO3*71::, 
the beating case  are readrki:* 

4 
L'*4. 	4:4,r • 

,tt•-,  

•••' r-  "The-  same plan to rebuild Moscow 
must apply to rebuild America," 

he said, a reference to the weekend 
summit between Clinton and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin.. 	' • 

In Atlanta, Coretfa Scott King, 9-Ar 

Threaking-With a tradition of remaining 
silent on the anniversary of her hus-

t„- 
wr 

 halide death-, called for a new mass 
movement to complete the unrmished 

,"African Americans . . still suffer 
pervasive economic discrimination," 
King said in remarks at the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, where her husband 

was once pastor. While blacks have be-
come enfranchised politically, the in-

. come gap between blacks and whites 
remains nearly as wide as it was in 
1968, said King, who heads the Atlanta-
based Martin Luther King Jr. Center 
for Nonviolent Social Change.,-,t 

Wang's remarks came after aceremo-
ny in which a wreath was placed at her 
husband's grave in Atlanta. She called 
on followers to give the anniversary 
meaning by joining a march on Wash-
ington. Civil rights groups and their al-
lies have planned the demonstration 
for Aug. 28, the 30th anniversary of the 

1963 March on Washington in which 
her husband attracted world attention 
with his "I Have a Dream" speech. 

A poll published yesterday confirmed 
that many black Americans believe 
race relations have gotten worse since 
King's death_ The New York Times-
CBS Poll of 1,368 adults found that 52 
percent of black respondents said race 
relations are the same or worse than 
they were in 1968. Forty-five percent 
thought things had improved. Among 
whites, 42 percent felt things were the 

Please see SING on Page 2:2 

- 	- 
same or worse, and 54 percent felt things Worn 
better. -  

The poll was taken March 28731 and had a. 
Margin of error of plus or minus 3. percentage  
points for whites and 6 percentage points for 
blacks, Since fewer blacks were interviewed. 

In ,ittemphis, outside the, NatiOnal Civil 
Rights Museum, about 300 people stood in 4e4:1 
steady rain for a candlelight prayer:vigil and 
moment of silence in King's honor. The muse-
inn is on the site of the former Lorraine Motel; 
where a drifter, James Earl 84j:shot King' to '53 
death. The 1964 winner of the -Nobel Peace 

Prize; in Memphis to iniiiiihrea stiilcebY sinitaf 
Lion workers, was 39 at the time of his issassi- 
nation. Ray is serving a 943-year prison sentence 
for the killing,-  though he sought to recant his 
guilty plea shortly after entering it: ...J=k34:4:;::,! 
,sz.'In New York City, Mayor David N. Dinkins 
joined several hundred people in a march by the 
United Nations to honor and remember the civ; 
ii rights leader.' A memorial seriiceitt United 
Nations Chapel also drew formerlioieri Muf 
hammed All and Floyd Pattersoh ancl viiiters 
Norman Itlai.ler,'Derek Walcott, Aliai Walker 
Gloria Steine.in and Toni Morrisontil 

revir - 	 - kfiss8  stPrY was !!IPPTrle
rte :7.!VDr: 



X
, 

.-- chided R
ay shot K

ing; but that he m
ay have had 

h
elp

- an
d

 th
at th

e in
vestigation

 'sh
ou

ld
 h

ave 
B

e
n

ja
m

in
 H

o
o

ks sp
e

a
ks in

 M
e

m
p

h
is ye

ste
rd

a
y 	

T
he 10-day, unscripted m

ock trial w
as film

ed \:-_;looked m
are closely at B

ay's brothers. -  

4
4

414A
d

a
ta

te l
 
4
r
 

• 

u
r
 

- 
.,4,
,

mphili .,„.„  
in January w

ith a real judge, 
-.-.130,,  Y

 - 
1
1
 1

4
  
 

. M
em

phie, T
een: --- Jam

es E
arl R

ay w
ale at-,,,, law

yer real w
itnesses and an out-of-atate'' 

quitted of allaying the R
ev. M

artin L
uther T

ang Ir,,f: T
he broadcast w

as produced by T
haniell:T

el 
Jr. during a m

ock trial in a cable T
V

 apecial last W
ild= of L

ondon. B
oth defense and prone cation 

night. - ;: .,-.,.-. 	
, •-,. . _,,i 	

....., - .:-:.:.-7.1.1*e4r:1).-ticip
ated

 in
 - ed

itin
g 06 hours i-of testiin

on
 

1
 

: T
h

e th
ree-h

ou
r program

, "G
uilt or Inno-. into the three hour%

 .:*-2 :- 2.--,-. 21,4* 
 

-'141 -, 
cen

ts: T
h

e T
rial of Jam

es E
arl R

ay,"
-w

a s -;T
h

e:p
rogran

i-*
ill be aired four m

ore tim
 

broadcast on H
B

O
 on the 25th anniversary of7-.: this m

onth. : .,....-:,..!-- -'...::. - -; -:,.: - - . 	
' :: :- 

K
ing's slaying. T

he verdict has no legal w
eight. 	

R
ey-  rep

eated
 h

is claim
 th

at a m
ysteriou

s 
R

ay, serving 99 years for shooting the civil,.-3"gunniinier nam
ed "R

aoul". m
anipulated him

 
rights leader in 1968 w

hile K
ing stood on a inotel.and M

t hire up to take the blam
e. H

e Said his ' 
balcony, testified in the m

ock trial by satellite vguilty plea w
as coerced. ' ....V;-g.4V

.444P
,k.,_--;-4:,./ 

from
 R

iverbend State Prison in N
ashville..:%

_ 

	

	
'.-.In 1978, a U

.S. H
ouse special com

m
ittee con- 

, 
..,,..-.,_ ,...,.g'1"..-. , 
	',... 	

'
- , 

- - 	
,••■ 

A. -., 	
'4' 

In 1969 R
ay pleaded guilty to the 

., .i...1-_-'..r, 	
-:),,,,.......—

 -,- ,r.1". . 	
. x'..."

A
P

 P
h

oto :later tried to recant his plea. ..7.... 	
,741.:   



Bells tolled and tapa were played at a 	. Among the speakers was Siena,. Da- ..: 
Copiague church last evening in mem.... via, president of the Central Long Is- :. , 
ory of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. land branch of the NAACP, who said, 

"I hope I played well to honor his leg- . "The destiny of King's dream is not for-
acy," said Marais Lightbourne, 13, a gotten . . . " 1' = , -t. - - .-1 -  

student at Copiague _JUnior Hight - She rioted that the Rodney ICmg.af-
Who played the mournful call ': fair in L68 Angeles has beena distor-

Cui i trumpet at ., the Bethel AMR:iiitii of King's .dream. ‘`Now we are 
church. "I was very influenced by that, r: waiting  with baited breath for the out- , 

- and how African-Americans are trying : COMO of the federal Case," she said; 
to gain equality m Ainerfea." 7 ' , r  --.4.., Davis said that with the -reival of in-

About 
 

 130 pee& attended the ser,  terest in Black Muslim leader Kidcelm z 
,., vice; _includiag NarMaii. , Mayo, 67, of ; X, whOgie phijostiphYle:pftenTaikeidered 1 4..... 

NOrth Babylon. "iie'i not really dead," diametrically opposed' Inneg;i3e0Ple F. '.. 
''..._;-:)&itiO said of Ir.mti.1.11e'S so much alive, ..:, are beginning.lii go back to bin, go  :.c.:- 

.I haii.aliiiia walked ii, his footstepi -:. beric.16:ruits Omni, of justice and g ,  
and I. see his dream al? much ;give. We :'; eil'Ualitallive-ii=:?-1.rfflt,ii,'IMILrs'.,  
love rie him and *el continue to followrb7z, She addidetFar i time thee we had . <.,;.. 
hiniiiklw.(3.11,..4.:4„,_%!--4-..: :,r-d;,,.. ??4f.. gotten away: fiord family values;  the 

The, aiiiihiiist-04 the Rev. FlOYd :'-r concept of thtecianded faMily and the  p-.; 
14.6dgri Bin nlivitc), it,' Bail4leedii service: which was ''dignity Of affoli weer it's at the top : sn'', 
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