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A
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ITIN
G

 TO
 H

A
P

P
E

N
: D

r. K
ing is flanked by Jesse Jackson (left) and 

R
alph A

bernathy at the Lorrain M
otel on A

pril 3, 1968 —
 the day before he w

as slain. 	
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K
ing's w

idow
 seeks new

 probe 

A
s K

ing's fam
ily prepared 

for a private cerem
ony at his 

to
m

b
 to

d
ay

, C
o

retta S
co

tt 
K

in
g
 called

 fo
r a n

atio
n
al 

co
m

m
issio

n
 to

 in
v
estig

ate 
the m

urder of her husband, 
w

ho w
as gunned dow

n A
pril 

4
, 1

9
6

8
, w

h
ile stan

d
in

g
 o

n
 

the balcony of the L
orraine 

M
otel in M

em
phis. 

H
er fam

ily had previously 
c
a
lle

d
 fo

r a
 n

e
w

 tria
l o

f 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay
, w

h
o

 co
n

-
fessed

 to
 th

e m
u
rd

er, th
en

 
recanted. 
"W

e h
av

e w
itn

esses w
h
o
 

have com
e forth and told m

y 
fam

ily they w
ould like to tell 

w
h
at th

ey
 k

n
o
w

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
case, but nobody w

ill listen to 

C
O

R
E

T
T

A
 K

IN
G

 
S

ees fed coverup. 

B
y A

N
D

Y
 SO

LTIS 

them
," M

rs. K
ing said. 

"T
hese are very, very credi-

ble w
itnesses." 

O
ne of them

, L
oyd Jow

ers, 
has claim

ed m
eetings to dis-

cuss the assassination w
ere 

h
eld

 in
 a M

em
p
h
is restau

-
rant in the days before K

ing 
w

as killed. 
P

rosecutors have dism
issed 

Jo
w

ers' acco
u
n
t, say

in
g
 h

e 
appeared to be trying to sell 
his story. 

Jow
ers' law

yer, L
ew

is G
ar-

rison, said his client has not 
sought m

oney, only im
m

u-
nity from

 prosecution. 
"It's clearly

 a co
v
eru

p
," 

M
rs. K

ing said. "T
hey have 

tried to discredit anyone w
ho 

com
es forw

ard. 
"If they aren't afraid, w

hy 
don't they have a hearing so 
these people can be investi-
g

a
te

d
 in

 a
 c

o
u

rt o
f la

w
?
 

T
hat's the w

ay w
e do things 

in
 th

is co
u
n
try

. It's called
 

due process." 
M

rs. K
in

g
 said

 sh
e h

ad
 

been reluctant to talk about 
the m

urder for 30 years. 
"I ju

st d
id

n
't w

an
t to

 d
eal 

w
ith

 it," sh
e said

. P
art o

f it 
w

as just the pain associated 
w

ith it." 
B

u
t sh

e said
 sh

e b
eliev

es 
the governm

ent has know
n, 

at least since 1969, that R
ay, 

w
h

o
 is serv

in
g

 a 9
9

-y
ear 

term
 after confessing to the 

slaying, did not act alone. 
A

 congressional investiga-
tio

n
 tw

o
 d

ecad
es ag

o
 co

n
-

clu
d

ed
 R

ay
 w

as th
e so

le 
killer. 

B
u
t M

rs. K
in

g
 said

 sh
e 

w
an

ted
 a p

an
el sim

ilar to
 

S
o

u
th

 A
frica's T

ru
th

 an
d

 
R

econciliation C
om

m
ission, 

that w
ould provide im

m
unity 

for anyone w
ith inform

ation 
about the crim

e. 
"I believe that such a com

-
m

ission could m
ake a m

ajor 
co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 to

 in
terracial 

healing and reconciliation in 
A

m
erica," she said. 

T
alk of a possible conspir-

acy
 d

o
m

in
ated

 a th
ree-d

ay
 

co
m

m
em

o
ratio

n
 o

f K
in

g
's 

death that began yesterday 
in M

em
phis. 

T
he R

ev. Jam
es L

aw
son, a 

clo
se K

in
g
 asso

ciate, en
-

dorsed the call for a fresh in-
vestigation of the assassina-
tio

n
 a

t a
 k

ic
k
o
ff c

h
u
rc

h
 

service yesterday. 
'T

he issue is not, has there 
been a conspiracy. T

he issue 
is, w

ho killed M
artin L

uther 
K

ing Jr," L
aw

son, pastor of 
H

o
lm

an
 U

n
ited

 M
eth

o
d
ist 

C
hurch in L

os A
ngeles, said. 

"W
e
're

 n
o
t g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e
 

closed dow
n . .. W

e w
ill not 

perm
it the crucifixion of M

ar-
tin

 L
u
th

e
r K

in
g
 to

 b
e
 

buried," he added. 
T

h
o
u
san

d
s o

f su
p
p
o
rters 

w
e
re

 e
x
p
e
c
te

d
 to

 m
a
rc

h
 

to
d
ay

 alo
n
g
 th

e ro
u
te K

in
g
 

to
o

k
 in

 su
p

p
o

rt o
f strik

in
g

 
garbage w

orkers shortly be-
fore his death. 

E
D

IT
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R
IA

L
: Jam

es 
E

a
rl R

a
y
, lo

n
e
 

g
u

n
m

a
n

/ P
a
g

e
 1

2
 

into death 
O

n
 th

e ev
e o

f th
e 3

0
th

 an
n

iv
ersary

 o
f h

is assassi-
n
atio

n
, M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
's w

id
o
w

 accu
sed

 th
e 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f a m

assiv
e co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 co
v
er u

p
 

evidence in the case. 


