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• Prosecutor: Ray killed K
ing and that's that 

M
E

M
P

H
IS

, T
enn. (A

P
) —

 T
he district attor-

ney yesterday said a re-investigation of the m
ur-

der of the R
ev. M

artin L
uther K

ing Jr. found no 
evidence that anyone other than Jam

es E
arl R

ay 
com

m
itted the crim

e. 
"T

h
ere is sim

p
ly

 n
o
 cred

ib
le ev

id
en

ce to
 

su
p
p
o
rt a n

ew
 trial fo

r M
r. R

ay
," B

ill G
ib

b
o
n
s 

said. "T
he evidence against him

 is overw
helm

ing." 
G

ibbons' probe began last year after K
ing's 

w
idow

, C
oretta S

cott K
ing, and son D

exter said 
R

ay
 sh

o
u
ld

 receiv
e a trial to

 clear u
p
 lin

g
erin

g
 

suspicions of a conspiracy in the A
pril 4, 1968, 

assassination in M
em

phis. 

H
e said

 h
is in

v
estig

atio
n
 w

as lim
ited

 to
 

w
hether R

ay had an accom
plice, and did not go 

in
to

 w
id

e-ran
g
in

g
 co

n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
ries alleg

in
g
 

in
v
o
lv

em
en

t b
y
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 o

rg
an

ized
 

crim
e. 
"A

ny such investigation is for som
eone else 

w
ith a different m

ission or purpose," he said. 
R

ay, now
 70 and in poor health, avoided a 

death sentence by pleading guilty in 1969 and w
as 

sen
ten

ced
 to

 9
9
 y

ears in
 p

riso
n
 after a rifle 

belonging to R
ay w

ith his fingerprints on it w
as 

found at the m
urder scene. 

R
ay

 later recan
ted

 h
is co

n
fessio

n
 an

d
 co

n
- 

ten
d
ed

 h
e w

as fram
ed

 b
y
 an

 u
n
d
erw

o
rld

 fig
u
re 

nam
ed R

aoul. 
G

ibbons' investigation found no evidence such 
a m

an w
as involved in a plot. H

e also dism
issed a 

claim
 by a M

em
phis cafe ow

ner w
ho said he had 

received $100,000 to arrange K
ing's m

urder. T
he 

m
an apparently m

ade up the story to try to m
ake 

m
oney, G

ibbons said. 
G

ibbons said his investigators w
ere not able 

to take a new
 statem

ent from
 R

ay because of his 
condition. R

ay suffers from
 liver disease and been 

in and out of a com
a in recent m

onths. 


