
A
P

 P
h
o
to

 
Form

er FB
I agent D

onald W
ilson, right, and attorney W

illiam
 P

epper, w
ho represents Jam

es 
E

arl R
ay, enter the Fulton C

ounty D
istrict A

ttorney's office in A
tlanta yesterday. 

elected officials publicly state their positions on spe- 
a
ttu

r
in

y
 

cific issues. 	
and M

eans com
m

ittee. 	
doing the right thing and the w

rong thing,. 
tie saw

. 

Slips of E
vidence for Jam

es E
arl R

ay? 
B

y M
ichael D

orm
an 

S
P
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C
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R
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A
 form

er F
B

I agent w
ho says he im

-
pounded Jam

es E
arl R

ay's car after the 
assassin

atio
n
 o

f M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
 

Jr. reported yesterday he had found in 
ii
 

1
0
 s  ....,„. 

 
th

e cart yw,socsilaiips ooffpaapco enrstphiartacm
y
 p

 
ya

Bsuut  
.2,  
 

' M
em

p
h
is p

ro
secu

to
r in

 ch
arg

e o
f th

e 
R

ay case said F
B

I files on the car's sei-
zu

re d
id

 n
o
t ev

en
 m

en
tio

n
 th

e fo
rm

er 
4
 1

..._
 	

agent's nam
e. 

 

F
o
rm

er ag
en

t D
o
n
ald

 W
ilso

n
 said

 

B
ut ex-F

B
I agent's story questioned 

h
e k

ep
t th

e slip
s o

f p
ap

er —
 b

earin
g
 

fig
u
res an

d
 w

o
rd

s th
at in

clu
d
ed

 th
e 

n
a
m

e
 "R

a
u
l" —

 a
n
d
 d

id
 n

o
t tu

rn
 

th
em

 in
 to

 h
is F

B
I su

p
erio

rs b
ecau

se 
h
e
 d

id
 n

o
t tru

st th
e
m

. R
a
y
 h

a
s 

claim
ed

 sin
ce so

o
n
 after th

e 1
9
6
8
 as-

sa
ssin

a
tio

n
 th

a
t a

 m
y
ste

ry
 fig

u
re

 
n
am

ed
 "R

au
l" m

ad
e h

im
 a p

atsy
 an

d
 

actu
ally

 k
illed

 K
in

g
. B

u
t in

 th
e th

ree 
d
ecad

es sin
ce th

e assassin
atio

n
 n

ei-
th

er R
ay

 n
o
r an

y
o
n
e else h

as o
ffered

 
ev

id
en

ce th
at "R

au
l" ev

en
 ex

ists. 
A

fter th
e M

em
p
h
is assassin

atio
n
. 

R
ay drove his w

hite M
ustang to A

tlan-
ta, w

h
ere h

e h
ad

 ren
ted

 a ro
o
m

, an
d
 

ab
an

d
o
n
ed

 it in
 a h

o
u
sin

g
 p

ro
ject lo

t. 
T

h
e F

B
I so

o
n
 fo

u
n
d
 th

e car, seized
 it 

an
d
 lifted

 R
ay

's fin
g
erp

rin
ts fro

m
 it. 

W
ilso

n
 claim

ed
 in

 an
 in

terv
iew

 p
u
b
-

lished yesterday in the A
tlanta-Journal 

C
o
n
stitu

tio
n
 th

at it w
as h

e w
h
o
 im

-
p
o
u
n
d
ed

 th
e car. B

u
t Jo

h
n
 C

am
p
b
ell, 

th
e M

em
p
h
is p

ro
secu

to
r in

 ch
arg

e o
f 

th
e R

ay
 case, said

: "W
e h

av
e th

e F
B

I 
rep

o
rts o

n
 th

e seizu
re o

f th
e car, an

d
 

they never even m
ention a D

onald W
il-

son. T
he only tim

e w
e see a D

onald W
il-

so
n
 m

en
tio

n
ed

 is a b
rief referen

ce in
 

co
n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 th

e in
v
estig

atio
n
 o

f 
som

e m
oney orders." 

W
ilso

n
 d

id
 n

o
t e

x
p
la

in
 w

h
y
 h

e
 

w
aited

 3
0
 y

ears to
 co

m
e fo

rw
ard

. H
e 

m
et in A

tlanta w
ith R

ay's law
yer W

il-
liam

 P
ep

p
er, an

d
 th

ey
 sh

o
w

ed
 th

e lo
-

cal d
istrict atto

rn
ey

, P
au

l H
o
w

ard
, 

co
p
ies o

f th
e slip

s o
f p

ap
er. W

ilso
n
 

sa
id

 h
e
 w

a
n
te

d
 to

 d
e
liv

e
r h

is su
p
-

posed evidence to U
.S

. A
ttorney G

en-
eral Jan

et R
en

o
. 

O
ne of the papers w

as a list of nam
es, 

locations and figures that seem
ed to be 

dollar am
ounts, the A

tlanta new
spaper 

said
. A

t th
e b

o
tto

m
 w

as th
e fig

u
re 

4
5
0
,0

0
0
, w

ith
 a d

ate an
d
 an

 u
n
clear 

w
ord that seem

ed to say "R
aul." T

here 
also

 w
as a telep

h
o
n
e n

u
m

b
er an

d
 th

e 
nam

e "R
aul." 

A
n
o
th

er p
h
o
n
e n

u
m

b
er listed

, n
ex

t 
to

 a letter "J," m
atch

ed
 th

e D
allas 

num
ber of Jack R

uby —
 w

ho had killed 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald in 1963. B
ut w

hy 
R

ay w
ould have possessed that num

ber 
in

 1
9
6
8
 —

 fiv
e y

ears after R
u
b
y
 w

as 
jailed and a year after he died —

 w
as a 

m
ystery. 
C

artha D
eL

oach, assistant to F
B

I D
i-

recto
r J. E

d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er at th

e tim
e o

f 
K

in
g
's m

u
rd

er, w
as sk

ep
tical ab

o
u
t 

W
ilson's story. "I doubt very seriously 

th
at it is tru

e," h
e said

. 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay has been critically ill, 
som

etim
es in a com

a in a hospital pris-
on w

ard in N
ashville, T

enn. H
e is serv-

ing a 99-year sentence for the K
ing as-

sassination. to w
hich he pleaded guilty 

in 1969 but soon recanted. 


