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The No-Conspiracy Theory 
A new book on the King killing is timed just right 

G ERALD POSNER had been un-
able to generate interest at 
Random House in yet another 
book about the killing of John 
F. Kennedy until Oliver Stone's 

conspiracy-churning film "JFK" reignited 
popular interest in who shot the presi-
dent. Published in 1993, two years after 
the movie came out, Posner's "Case 
Closed" went on to become a best-seller as 
it convinced numerous doubters that Lee 
Harvey Oswald really had acted alone, pe-
riod. 

For an encore, Posner started to poke 
around Memphis, Tenn., with an eye to-

ward doing a book 
about the assassina-
tion in that city of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. But 
despite the success of 
"Case Closed," and 
the critical acclaim 
for Posner's investi-
gative skill, his pub-
lisher again showed 
tittle initial interest 
in his idea. Whatever 
mysteries surround-
ed King's death in 
1968 were thought 

by Random House to intrigue readers far 
less than the circumstances of that fateful 
day in Dallas. 

Instead, Poener wrote "Citizen Perot," 
a book about the billionaire who would be 
president that was published in 1996. 

What then altered Random House's 
thinking about a King book, and got 
Posner a contract last spring, was the 
King family's outspoken belief in the in-
nocence of James Earl Ray. First he had 
pleaded guilty to killing the civil-rights 
leader, then he recanted, claiming that a 
shadowy "Raoul" had ordered him to 
buy the murder weapon and set him up 
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A new book by Gerald Posner, below left, got 
new interest from Random House alter Dexter 
Scott King, below right, told James Earl Ray, "I 
believe you, and my fami y believes you." 

Chnomplwrt 	 olly 

as a patsy. In a stunning encounter that 
took place in March, 1997, at a Nash-
ville prison hospital, Ray proclaimed his 
innocence to son Dexter Scott King, who 
told him: "I believe you, and my family 
believes you." 

Posner, however, does not, and the evi-
dence he amassed now puts him at awk-
ward odds with the much-respected King 

roily. 'loaner's "Killing the Dream,, ' 
pu, jailed on -April 4, systematically pre-
sents the case that Ray, who died last 
Thursday, was the shooter. In one of the 
many conspiracy theories that Posner 
throws up and knocks down, he meets the 
supposedly notorious "Raoul," a retired 
auto worker, and describes how the man 
could have had nothing to do with the as-
sassination. 

If there was a conspiracy, as the King 
family and others contend, Posner further 
reports that the scheme probably was no 
larger than Ray's wish to collect a $50,000 
bounty that was being offered by a segre-
gationist in St. Louis to anyone who might 
kill King. 

"A crude family plot seems more likely 
than a sophisticated operation involving 
the Mafia or some government agency," 
Posner concludes in his book. He suggests 
that Ray may have remained silent about 
his own role in King's death in order to 
protect his relatives, "the only people he 
ever trusted." 

Nevertheless, Coretta Scott King, 
King's widow, extended sympathies to 
Ray's family when he died from liver fail-
ure at age 70. She added: "America will 
never have the benefit of Mr. Ray's trial, 
which would have produced new revela-
tions about the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr., as well as establishing 
the facts concerning Mr. Ray's inno-
cence." 

Mrs. King has called on President Bill 
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