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C
onspiracy  theorists tackle K

ing killing 
INN 

T
E

L
E

V
IS

IO
N

 
R

ay R
ichm

ond 

Special fails 
to prove w

ho 
pulled trigger 
(
.1

7
 o

n
s
p

ir
a
c
ie

s
, 

c
o

n
s
p

ira
c
ie

s
, 

co
n
sp

iracies. D
o
esn

't 
a
n
y
o
n
e
 a

c
t a

lo
n
e
 

anym
ore? 

J
o
h
n
 F

. K
e
n
n
e
d
y
's

 
assassination w

as, of course, the 
result of a still-unclear conspiracy 
involving (take your pick) the C

IA
 

or M
afia or C

uban extrem
ists or 

a
n

 a
s
s
o

rtm
e
n

t o
f b

a
d

, 
u
n
co

n
n
ected

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 en

jo
y
 

firing guns from
 grassy knolls. 

R
obert K

ennedy w
as killed by 

political enem
ies of one stripe or 

an
o
th

er. S
irh

an
 S

irh
an

 m
erely

 
took the patsy rap. 

A
t 9

 to
n
ig

h
t, F

o
x
 tro

ts o
u
t a 

special that effectively acquits the 
	

 

S
ela W

ard and P
eter D

obson star in "K
iller R

ules," at 9 p.m
. 

S
unday on K

N
B

C
 (C

hannel 4) 

T
reat W

illiam
s, seated, stars w

ith G
race Z

abriskie, S
teve R

ailsback 
and H

al H
olbrook in "B

onds of Love," S
unday on K

C
B

S
. 



p
re

s
u
m

e
d
 k

ille
r o

f m
a
rtin

 L
u
th

e
r 

K
ing Jr., Jam

es E
arl R

ay. A
nd of 

course, the point of "W
ho K

illed 
M

artin L
uther K

ing?" that airs on 
K

T
1-V

 (C
hannel I I) is that K

ing 
w

as the victim
 of —

 all together 
now

 —
 a conspiracy! 

It m
ight have been the F

B
I that 

pulled the trigger in this case, since 
J. E

dgar H
oover seem

ed to have it 
in

 fo
r K

in
g
. Y

et. "W
h
o
 K

illed
 

M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
?" d

o
esn

't 
really m

ake a case for w
ho done 

the deed, m
erely w

ho didn't. 
T

he hour, hosted w
ith dram

atic 
intensity by "B

oyz N
 the H

ood's" 
L

arry F
ishburne, is actually quite 

w
ell-produced. T

his is no tabloid 
sleaze-a-thon. It m

akes its points 
w

ith balance and logic. 
B

olstering the argum
ent's credi-

b
ility

 is e
x
p
e
rt te

stim
o
n
y
, 

interview
s and a chillingly realistic 

d
ram

atic re-creatio
n
 o

f K
in

g
's 

m
u
rd

er as th
e g

reat civ
il rig

h
ts 

leader stood chatting w
ith aides 

(including the R
ev. Jesse Jackson) 

on the second floor of a M
em

phis 
m

otel nearly 25 years ago. 

T
h
e co

n
clu

sio
n
 is th

at R
ay

 
co

u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 th
e trig

g
erm

an
 

b
u
t p

ro
b
ab

ly
 w

asn
't, sin

ce h
is 

"assassin's nest" perch in a nearby 
flo

p
h
o
u
se

 w
o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 

aw
kw

ard. A
 further point is that 

th
e o

n
ly

 ey
ew

itn
ess acco

u
n
t 

connecting R
ay to the scene w

as 
that of a drunken m

an w
ith poor 

eyesight. 
M

o
reo

v
er, th

e d
u
m

p
in

g
 o

f 
R

ay's rifle and possessions on a 
n
eig

h
b
o
rin

g
 sid

ew
alk

 h
ad

 th
e 

earm
arks of a fram

e-up. 
(F

o
r h

is
 p

a
rt, R

a
y
 h

a
s
 

m
ain

Ifin
ed

 h
is in

n
o
cen

ce sin
ce  b

riefly
 p

lead
in

g
 g

u
ilty

 after h
is 

capture. H
e's never stood trial for 

the crim
e.) 

T
here's m

ore, of course. "W
ho 

K
illed

 M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
?" 

needs to fill up an hour, after all. 

B
u
t in

 its zeal to
 tak

e R
ay

 o
ff 

the hook, the docum
entary fails•to 

co
m

e u
p
 w

ith
 a tru

ly
 p

lau
sib

le 
altern

ate scen
ario

. C
o
n
sp

iracy
 

theories rarely do. It is, how
ever, 

in
tellig

en
tly

 p
resen

ted
 fo

o
d
 fo

r 
thought. 

G
o

o
d

 s
to

c
k
 in

 'B
o

n
d

s
': 

T
reat W

illiam
s —

 as a m
ild

ly
 

retarded rom
antic? I don't think 

so. Y
ou have to believe W

illiam
s to 

fully enjoy the T
V

 m
ovie "B

onds 
o
f L

o
v
e
" th

a
t a

irs a
t 9

 p
.m

. 
S

u
n
d
ay

 o
n
 K

C
B

S
 (C

h
an

n
el 2

), 
a
n
d
 h

e
's sim

p
ly

 n
o
t te

rrib
ly

 
co

n
v
in

cin
g
 as an

 o
v
erp

ro
tected

 
m

an
 b

u
rd

en
ed

 w
ith

 a slo
w

 w
it 

w
ho falls in love w

ith a "norm
al" 

w
om

an. 
T

h
at w

o
m

an
 is p

o
rtray

ed
 b

y
 

K
elly M

cG
illis w

ith an affecting 
raw

 en
erg

y
. H

er su
p
erio

r w
o
rk

 
h
e
lp

s th
e
 film

 so
a
r, u

n
til its  irrita

tin
g
 p

e
n
c
h
a
n
t fo

r 
heart-tugging bathos does it in. 

In "B
onds of L

ove," W
illiam

s is 
R

obby S
m

ith, a gentle soul w
hose 

loving parents (w
ell-played by H

al 
H

o
lb

ro
o
k
 an

d
 G

race Z
ab

risk
ie) 

have sheltered him
 from

 life in a 
w

ell-m
eaning gesture to keep him

 
from

 being institutionalized. 
T

heir careful control evaporates 
w

hen R
obby m

eets and falls for a 
w

o
m

a
n
 (M

c
G

illis) w
ith

 a
 

c
h
e
c
k
e
re

d
 p

a
st. S

h
e
's b

e
e
n
 

d
iv

o
rc

e
d
 tw

ic
e
 a

n
d
 h

a
d
 h

e
r 

ch
ild

ren
 tak

en
 fro

m
 h

er b
y
 th

e 
authorities for alleged neglect. 

T
his naturally sits rather poorly 

w
ith R

obby's folks, w
ho figure any 

w
om

an —
 particularly a tainted 

one like this —
 is out to either hu-

m
iliate or hurt their boy. N

o good 
can com

e of it. 
B

ut R
obby's in love. and so is 

sh
e. A

n
d
 n

o
 o

n
e, in

clu
d
in

g
 h

is 
w

ell-m
ean

in
g
 law

 o
fficer o

f a 
b
ro

th
er (S

tev
e R

ailsb
ack

), can
 

keep them
 apart. 

"B
o
n
d
s o

f L
o
v
e" altern

ates 
b
etw

een
 ten

d
ern

ess an
d
 g

u
sh

y
. 

m
elo

d
ram

a, an
d
 it d

o
es so

 in
 a 

fa
sh

io
n
 th

a
t's tra

n
sp

a
re

n
tly

 
m

an
ip

u
lativ

e. It h
elp

s little th
at  the star-crossed tale drags to-such 

a predictably m
audlin conclusion. 

It w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 easier to
 

take if W
illiam

s w
ere m

ore adept 
at playing a m

entally challenged 
m

an struggling to live his ow
n life. 

A
 nice career m

ove, inadequately 
executed. 

B
en

d
in

g
 th

e `R
u

les': T
he T

V
 

m
ovie "K

iller R
ules" that airs at 9 

p.m
. S

unday on K
N

B
C

 (C
hannel 

4) is an exam
ple of a concept that 

had to look positively foolish on 
p
ap

er b
u
t so

m
eh

o
w

 w
o
rk

s o
n
 

screen. 
I m

ean, puhleeze! H
ere w

e have 
a L

ondon investm
ent executive 

w
ho doubles as a

 m
o
b
 h

it m
an

 
("S

h
a
n
n
o
n
's D

e
a
l's" Ja

m
e
y
 

S
heridan). H

e is assigned to rub 
o
u
t a w

o
m

an
 (S

ela W
ard

 o
f 

"Sisters) w
ho is being protected by 

a
 U

.S
. Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t 

operative (P
eter D

obson). 
S

o
 w

h
a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
s?

 T
h
e
 

investor/killer falls in love w
ith his 

ta
rg

e
t. S

o
 d

o
e
s th

e
 Ju

stic
e
 

D
epartm

ent guy. A
nd then, just 

for added spice, w
e subsequently 

learn that these guys happen to be 
brothers separated at birth. 

O
h
 su

re, th
at so

u
n
d
s lik

e a 
m

ig
h
ty

 co
n
ceiv

ab
le scen

ario
. 

M
ore plausible possibilities are 

hatched on Jupiter. 
Y

et, "K
iller R

u
les" w

o
rk

s 
because of its attention to style, 
p

lay
in

g
 w

ith
 th

e sam
e riv

etin
g

 
p
acin

g
 o

f th
e fin

est m
y
stery

 
thrillers. 

T
h
e film

 also
 h

as th
e ad

d
ed

 
a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e
 o

f a
 ric

h
 Ita

lia
n
 

backdrop that som
ehow

 fuels the 
sense of intrigue. It deftly w

eaves  elem
ents of dram

atic tension and 
ro

m
an

tic p
assio

n
 in

to
 th

e m
ix

, 
p
u
llin

g
 it o

ff w
ith

 a laid
-b

ack
 

charm
 rem

iniscent of S
heridan's 

best "S
hannon's D

eal" episodes. 
A

ll three of the m
ajor protago-

nists perform
 splendidly in "K

iller 
R

u
les," an

d
 p

aired
 w

ith
 R

o
b
ert 

E
llis M

iller's classy direction, they 
create a view

ing experience that's 
far tastier than anyone had a right 
to expect. 

T
H

E
 F

A
C

T
S 

• 
T

h
e sh

o
w

: 
"W

h
o
 K

ille
d
 M

a
rtin

 

L
u
th

e
r K

in
g
?
" 

• 
W

h
en

: 
9
 to

n
ig

h
t. 

• 
C

h
an

n
el: 

K
T

T
V

 (C
h
a
n
n
e
l 1

1
). 

• 
H

o
sted

 b
y: 

L
a
rry F

ish
b
u
m

e
. 

• 
O

u
r ra

tin
g

: k
ir 

• 
T

h
e sh

o
w

: 
"B

o
n
d
s o

f L
o
ve

." 

• 
W

h
e
n
: 9

 p
.m

. S
u
n
d
a
y. 

• 
C

h
a
n
n
e
l: K

C
B

S
 (C

h
a
n
n
e
l 2

). 

• 
S

ta
rrin

g
: T

re
a
t W

illia
m

s, K
e
lly 

M
cG

illis, S
te

ve
 R

a
ilsb

a
ck, H

a
l 

H
o
lb

ro
o
k a

n
d
 G

ra
ce

 Z
a
b
riskie

. 

• 
O

u
r ratin

g
; 
*
*
 

• 
T

h
e sh

o
w

: 
"K

ille
r R

u
le

s." 

• 
W

h
e
n
: 9

 p
.m

. S
u
n
d
a
y. 

II C
h
a
n
n
e
l: K

N
B

G
 (C

h
a
n
n
e
l 4

). 

• 
S

ta
rrin

g
: Ja

m
e
y S

h
e
rid

a
n
, S

e
la

 

W
a
rd

, P
e
te

r D
o
b
so

n
, S

a
m

 

W
a
n
a
m

a
ke

r, R
icca

rd
o
 G

a
llo

n
e
 a

n
d
 

A
n
ita

 Z
a
g
a
ria

. 
• 

O
u
r ra

tin
g
: *** 

**** —
 d

o
n

't m
iss {t; *Irk —

 w
o

rth
 yo

u
r w

h
ile

; 

—
 h

a
s rts m

o
m

e
n
ts; * —

 it yo
u
 m

u
st: 0

 —
 

don'i hoM
er.  

B
olstering the argum

ent's credibility is expert 

testim
ony, interview

s and a
 chillingly 

realistic dram
atic re-creation o

f K
in

g
's 

m
urder as the great civil rights leader stood 

chatting w
ith aides on the second floor of a 

M
em

phis m
otel nearly 2

5
 years ago. 


