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Family’s Fee Request
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In a written statement, the King
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The King family won a lawsuit in
1982 that prevented a businessman
from marketing plastic busts of
sponsorship of the project. ment will be reached, although he  national memorial in Washingtonfor  King.
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commercials for Cingular, a cellular
telephone company, and: Alcatel, a
French telecommunications compa-
ny.
“Certainly, as a result of those crit-
icisms, we are overly conscious that
we aren't going to do anything that
will spark further criticism,” Harris
said. “We don’t want to exploit the
estate. . . . We don’t want Dr. King
on a soda can or on the side of a bus.”
A fee from the memorial founda-
tion also would help offset any de-
cline in fundraising that the center
might suffer because of donations to
the Mall project, Harris added.
“Tt’s been very difficult for us,” she
said. “We want to see this project
happen, but we want people to real-
ize that Dr. King’s legacy is a living
legacy.”
Johnson, a Houston lawyer, said
he remains optimistic that an agree-

needed.

“T believe our intent is to use the
images in a very responsible man-
ner,” Johnson said. “I am very confi-
dent we will build a memorial and
that will happen in the best interest
of the American people.”

The King memorial was autho-
rizedbyOongremforaMaIllomtnn
in June 1998, and the Tidal Basin
sttewasapprovedbyseveralfedaal

" commissions in December 1999.

The proposed design, which has
yet to receive official approval from
the commissions, features a figure of
King emerging from a rough-hewn
boulder within a landscape of large

" stones, flowing water and cherry

trees.

On April 4, 2000, the 32nd anni-
versary of King's death, Coretta
Scott King visited his crypt and said
she was pleased with the plans for a

called it “umquely beauhiul and
meaningful.”

ButtheKingfamilyalsohasbeen
aggressive in seeking to control the

mission, dropping the suit in 1993 in
exchange for a payment.
In July 2000, the family accepted a

cash payment in exchange for drop-
ping a suit it had brought against
CBS News for including excerpts of
the “I Have a Dream” speech in a
documentary on Mike Wallace's ca-
reer. The news corporation was sell-
ing the documentary for $99.95.

Researchers Karl Evanzz and
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