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assassin
ation

 p
rob

e reop
en

ed
 

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 (A
P) —

 A
ttorney 

G
en

eral Jan
et R

en
o
 reo

p
en

ed
 th

e 
in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f th
e 3

0
-y

ear-o
ld

 
assassination of civil rights leader 
M

artin L
uther K

ing Jr., focusing on 
tw

o
 alleg

atio
n
s o

f a co
n
sp

iracy
 

beyond Jam
es E

arl R
ay. • 

D
espite a narrow

 initial focus on 
sep

arate alleg
atio

n
s b

y
 a retired

 
F

B
I agent and a form

er M
em

phis, 
T

en
n
., b

ar o
w

n
er, "th

e ev
id

en
ce 

gathered by the inquiry w
ill be fol-

lo
w

ed
 w

h
erev

er it m
ay

 lead
," th

e 
Justice D

epartm
ent said. 

In m
eetings last spring w

ith M
s. 

R
eno and P

resident C
linton, M

rs. 
K

in
g
 an

d
 h

er so
n
s h

ad
 so

u
g
h
t a 

national com
m

ission, arm
ed w

ith 
pow

er to grant im
m

unity in return 
for testim

ony. 
T

he fam
ily has expressed doubts  

a
b

o
u

t th
e
 o

ffic
ia

l v
e
rsio

n
 th

a
t 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay, acting alone, shot 

M
r. K

ing on the balcony of a M
em

-
phis, T

enn., m
otel A

pril 4, 1968. R
ay 

d
ied

 in
 p

riso
n

 th
is y

ear serv
in

g
 a 

sentence for killing M
r. K

ing, but he 
had long ago disavow

ed his initial 
confession and spent years futilely 
seeking a new

 trial. 
T

o elim
inate any appearance of 

prejudging the outcom
e, M

s. R
eno 

and FB
I D

irector L
ouis Freeh agreed 

that the FB
I w

ill not participate in the 
review

, Justice officials said. 
T

he fam
ily and other civil rights 

leaders are suspicious of the F
B

I, 
w

hich has defended the official ver-
sion blam

ing R
ay. In the 1960s, the 

F
B

I under then-D
irector J. E

dgar 
H

oover secretly harassed and spied 
on M

r. K
ing and other civil rights  

leaders. 
T

h
e
 tw

o
 a

lle
g

a
tio

n
s to

 b
e
 

review
ed have not been exam

ined 
by previous federal inquiries that 
blam

ed R
ay. T

hey com
e from

 for-
m

er M
em

phis bar ow
ner L

loyd Jow
-

ers and form
er F

B
I agent D

onald 
W

ilso
n

, b
o

th
 o

f w
h

o
m

 su
g
g

ested
 

there m
ay have been a conspiracy 

involving people besides R
ay. 

In
 M

a
rc

h
, a

fte
r 3

0
 y

e
a
rs o

f 
silence, M

r. W
ilson said that after 

th
e assassin

atio
n
, h

e to
o
k
 p

ap
ers 

from
 R

ay's car that m
ight support 

claim
s of a conspiracy. M

r. W
ilson 

claim
ed to have found an envelope 

containing tw
o pieces of paper w

ith 
the nam

e "R
aul" w

ritten on them
. 

In 1968, he w
orked for the F

B
I in 

A
tlanta, w

here R
ay's car w

as found. 
R

ay contended he w
as set up by  a

 sh
a
d
o
w

y
 g

u
n
ru

n
n
e
r n

a
m

e
d
 

R
aoul, a m

an w
hose existence has 

never been verified. T
he F

B
I dig-

counted M
r. W

ilson's story. 
M

r. Jo
w

ers claim
ed

 o
n
 A

B
C

's 
P

rim
eT

im
e L

iv
e in

 1
9
9
3
 th

at h
e 

hired M
r. K

ing's killer, and it w
as not 

R
ay. H

e said he w
as paid $100,000 by 

a now
-deceased M

em
phis produce 

dealer w
ith reputed organized crim

e 
ties to arrange the K

ing killing. 
L

ast spring after a seven-m
onth 

in
v
estig

atio
n
, M

em
p
h
is D

istrict 
A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral B

ill G
ib

b
o

n
s 

reported he could find no evidence 
linking M

r. Jow
ers to the m

urder. 
M

r. G
ibbons noted that since the 

television broadcast M
r. Jow

ers haS
 

tw
ice changed his story 


