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Clinton eying new
 inquiry into King slay 

TH
E

 A
S

S
O

C
IA

TE
D

 P
R

E
S

S
 

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 P

resident 
C

lin
ton

 told
 th

e R
ev. M

artin
 

L
u

th
er K

in
g Jr.'s w

id
ow

 yes-
terd

ay th
at h

e w
ou

ld
 con

sid
er 

h
er req

u
est to ap

p
oin

t a com
-

m
ission

 to tak
e a n

ew
 look

 at 
h

er h
u

sb
an

d
's 1968 assassin

a-
tion. 

C
oretta S

cott K
in

g, accom
-

p
a

n
ied

 b
y

 th
ree o

f h
er ch

il- 

d
ren

, said
 sh

e u
n

d
erstood

 th
at 

C
lin

ton
 n

eed
ed

 tim
e to "

see 
w

h
at h

is op
tion

s are."
 

She added, "W
e w

ouldn't re-
sp

ect h
im

 a
s a

 lea
d

er if h
e 

m
ad

e all th
ose k

in
d

s of d
eci-

sio
n

s w
ith

o
u

t a
n

y
 co

n
su

lta
-

tion
s."

 
W

h
ite H

o
u

se sp
o

k
esm

a
n

 
B

a
rry

 T
o
iv

 sa
id

 C
lin

to
n

 is 
w

aiting for the Justice D
epart-

m
en

t's review
 of th

e fam
ily's 

req
u

est an
d

 for ad
vice from

 

W
hite H

ouse law
yers. 

"
H

e has en
orm

ou
s resp

ect 
for M

rs. K
in

g an
d

, of cou
rse, 

for D
r. K

ing," T
oiv said. "E

m
o-

tion
ally, h

e w
as m

oved
 b

y th
e 

feelin
g

s th
a

t sh
e ex

p
ressed

, 
an

d
 h

e is look
in

g forw
ard

 to 
g

ettin
g

 a
 reco

m
m

en
d

a
tio

n
 

from
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t"

 
C

o
retta

 S
co

tt K
in

g
, a

lo
n

g
 

w
ith

 h
er ch

ild
ren

 B
ern

ice, 
D

exter an
d

 M
artin

 3rd
, sp

en
t 

40 m
in

u
tes in

 th
e O

val O
ffice  

w
ith

 C
lin

to
n

, ex
p

la
in

in
g

 3
0

 
years' w

orth
 of p

ain
 over th

e 
lo

ss o
f K

in
g
. T

h
ey

 a
lso

 to
ld

 
C

lin
ton

 th
ey b

elieve th
at th

e 
late Jam

es E
arl R

ay, th
e m

an
 

w
h

o p
lead

ed
 gu

ilty to th
e slay-

in
g, d

id
 n

ot act alon
e. 

"
E

ach
 on

e of u
s d

id
 sp

eak
 

ab
ou

t ou
r feelin

gs ... th
at w

e 
tried

 to ign
ore th

is for years 
b

u
t it w

ou
ld

n
't go aw

ay,"
 C

or-
etta Scott K

ing said. "It's diffi-
cu

lt for m
e to ap

p
reciate th

e  

fa
ct th

a
t o

n
e lo

n
e p

erso
n

 
cou

ld
 en

gin
eer w

h
at [R

ay] d
id

 
in

 term
s o

f h
is esca

p
e, a

n
d

 
w

hat I know
 about him

 not be-
ing a good shooter. W

e w
ant to 

know
 the truth." 

R
a

y
 co

n
fessed

 in
 1

9
6

9
 to

 
sh

o
o

tin
g

 K
in

g
 a

s th
e civ

il 
righ

ts lead
er stood

 on
 th

e b
al-

con
y of a M

em
p

h
is h

otel. B
u

t 
R

ay recan
ted

 th
ree d

ays later 
an

d
 m

ain
tain

ed
 h

is in
n

ocen
ce 

u
n

til h
is d

eath
 in

 A
p

ril. 


