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K
ing plot theory kept alive at R

ay m
em

orial 
Fam

ilies of slain rights leader, 
killer lam

ent failure to get trial 
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Jam

es E
arl R

ay 
w

as rem
em

b
ered

 T
h

u
rsd

ay
 in

 a 
m

em
o

rial serv
ice d

o
m

in
ated

 b
y
 

questions of w
hether he w

as the 
real assassin

 o
f M

artin
 L

u
th

er 
K

ing Jr. 
"O

n this occasion w
e renew

 our 
determ

ination for a full investiga-
tio

n
 to

 seek
 o

u
t th

e tru
th

 ab
o

u
t 

th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 o

f M
a
rtin

 
L

u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr.." said

 C
o

retta 
S

co
tt K

in
g

, w
id

o
w

 o
f th

e slain
 

rights leader, in a statem
ent read 

at the service by a nephew
 of her 

late husband. 
"W

e w
ere saddened by the phys-

ical pain and suffering Jam
es E

arl 
R

a
y
 e

n
d
u
re

d
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 la

st 
m

o
n
th

s o
f h

is earth
ly

 life," sh
e 

added. 
-"W

e
 a

lso
 sh

a
re

d
 ... a

 d
e
e
p
 

regret at the tragic failure of the 
crim

in
al ju

stice sy
stem

 to
 g

iv
e 

him
 his day in court, w

hich is the 
birthright of every A

m
erican? 

• R
ay died of liver failure at age 

7
0
 last m

o
n
th

 w
h
ile serv

in
g
 a 

9
9

-y
ear p

riso
n

 sen
ten

ce after 
pleading guilty to the K

ing assas-
sination in M

em
phis on A

pril 4. 
1
9
6
8
. B

u
t h

e recan
ted

 alm
o
st  

im
m

ediately and until the end of 
his life had sought a trial 

H
e claim

ed he w
as a paw

n in a 
larger conspiracy w

hose organiz-
e
rs re

m
a
in

 u
n

id
e
n

tifie
d

 a
n

d
 

u
n
p
u
n
ish

ed
. C

o
retta K

in
g
, so

n
 

D
exter and other fam

ily m
em

bers 
also

 b
ack

ed
 a trial, claim

in
g

 th
e 

true story about the assassination 
has yet to be told. 

"T
h

e h
ard

est p
art fo

r u
s ab

o
u

t 
all o

f th
is ... Is th

at it m
ak

es it 
h
ard

er to
 g

et at th
e tru

th
." said

 
Isaac F

arris, a n
ep

h
ew

 o
f K

in
g

 
and chief operating officer of the 
K

ing C
enter in A

tlanta_ 
F

arris sp
o
k

e to
 a b

lack
 an

d
 

w
hite crow

d inside M
etropolitan 

Interdenom
inational C

hurch near 
dow

ntow
n N

ashville. T
he church 

ag
reed

 to
 h

o
ld

 th
e serv

ice after 
tw

o other m
ostly black churches 

in N
ashville declined. 

F
arris said C

oretta and D
exter 

K
ing could not be present because 

they had planned to be in W
ash- 

in
g

to
n

 to
 m

eet w
ith

 P
resid

en
t 

C
lin

to
n
 o

n
 th

e co
n
sp

iracy
 q

u
es-

tions. 
H

e said
 th

e m
eetin

g
 w

as can
-

celed
 at th

e last m
in

u
te b

ecau
se 

T
hursday's nuclear tests by P

aki-
stan had occupied C

linton's atten-
tion. 

B
u
t h

e said
 A

tty
. G

en
. Jan

et 
R

en
o

 b
ad

 called
 th

e fam
ily

 an
d

 
th

e to
n
e is sh

e m
ay

 b
e m

o
v
in

g
 

to
w

a
rd

 re
c
o

m
m

e
n

d
in

g
 so

m
e
 

action? 
K

in
g

's w
id

o
w

 h
as called

 fo
r a 

"truth and reconciliation com
m

is-
sion" to investigate the assassina-
tio

n
, w

ith
 im

m
u
n
ity

 fo
r an

y
o
n
e 

In
v
o
lv

ed
 w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 co
m

e fo
r-

w
ard. F

arris said no new
 date had 

b
een

 set fo
r th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se 

m
eeting, 
S

ev
eral o

fficial in
v
estig

atio
n
s 

over the years concluded that R
ay 

k
illed

 K
in

g
 an

d
 th

at h
e h

ad
n
't 

been part of a plot. 
B

ut som
e books and R

ay's ow
n  

actions have kept the conspiracy 
fires binning. 

A
t T

hursday's service, in w
hich 

R
ay's ash

es rested
 in

 a ceram
ic 

u
rn

 in
 fro

n
t o

f an
 altar w

ith
 red

 
and pink flow

ers and a single red 
can

d
le, co

n
sp

iracy
 in

tersp
ersed

 
w

ith
 p

ray
er an

d
 so

n
g

 w
as ag

ain
 

the them
e. 

R
ay w

as "a gentle, caring m
an, 

v
ery

 w
ry

, h
u
m

o
ro

u
s m

an
, w

ith
 

tenacity? said R
ev. Jam

es L
aw

son 
in

 h
is eu

lo
g
y
. "H

e w
as n

o
t th

e 
assassin of D

r. K
ing." 

L
aw

so
n
, p

asto
r o

f H
o
lm

an
 

U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch in L

os 
A

ngeles, w
as involved in the 1968 

strike that brought the civil rights 
leader to M

em
phis. H

e has long 
m

ain
tain

ed
 th

at R
ay

 w
as in

n
o
-

cen
t 

R
ay

's b
ro

th
er. Jerry

. to
ld

 th
e 

assem
bly "the sad part is that all 

th
is never should have happened. 

M
y
 b

ro
th

er d
id

n
't d

eserv
e to

 b
e 

th
ere. ... H

e sh
o
u
ld

 h
av

e h
ad

 a 
trial y

ears ag
o

. If Jam
es w

ere 
h

ere h
e w

o
u

ld
 th

an
k

 all o
f y

o
u

 
personally for being here." 

R
ay's ashes w

ill be scattered in 
Irelan

d
, h

o
m

e o
f h

is an
cesto

rs, 
Jerry R

ay said_ 

as photo 
Jerry R

ay (left), brother of Jam
es E

arl R
ay, and Isaac F

arris, a nephew
 

of M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr., pray during Thursday's m

em
orial service. 


