
Church service unites K
ing, Ray 

friends in doubts about slaying 
N

A
S

H
V

IL
L

E
, T

enn. (A
P

) —
 F

riends of Jam
es 

E
arl R

ay and of M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr. gathered In a 

predom
inantly black church yesterday for a m

em
orial 

service for the civil-rights leader's confessed killer. 
S

peaker after speaker said they still believe K
ing's 

killing w
as the result of a conspiracy in w

hich R
ay played 

a sm
all part, if any at all, and that their quest for the 

truth did not end w
ith his death. 

"In spite of the various w
ays he m

isled his life, 
;Jam

es E
arl R

ay w
as not the assassin of M

artin L
uther 

K
ing," said the R

ev. Jam
es L

aw
son, him

self a civil-rights 
leader w

ho w
as w

ith K
ing w

hen he w
as killed and later 

becam
e R

ay's m
inister. 

H
e asked those in attendance to pray for the K

ing 
fam

ily "as they pursue this m
atter•." 

A
bout 100 people w

ere at the M
etropolitan Inter-

denom
inational C

hurch, w
hich agreed to hold the service 

after tw
o other m

ostly black churches in N
ashville 

declined. 
R

ay confessed to killing K
ing in M

em
phis on A

pril 4,  

1968, and w
as sentenced to 99 years in prison. B

ut he 
quickly recanted and spent the rest of his life trying to 
gain a trial. H

e died A
pril 23 of liver failure at the age of 

70. 
T

he K
ing fam

ily supported R
ay's quest for a trial. 

K
ing's w

idow
, C

oretta Scott K
ing, and their son, D

exter, 
have said they believe R

ay w
as innocent and a scapegoat 

for conspirators. 
A

t the service, K
ing's nephew

, Isaac Farris Jr., read 
a statem

ent from
 M

rs. K
ing to R

ay's fam
ily: "W

e share 
w

ith your fam
ily regret at the tz - agic failure of the justice 

system
 to give him

 his day in court." 
F

arris said M
rs. K

ing and D
exter K

ing did not 
attend the service because they w

ere trying to m
eet w

ith 
P

resident C
linton about their request for a new

 federal 
investigation into the assassination. 

W
hite H

ouse spokesm
an B

arry T
oiv said M

rs. K
ing 

did not m
eet w

ith C
linton yesterday. H

e said no decision 
has been m

ade on w
hether to grant her request for a 

m
eeting. 

Associated Press 

Isaac Farris Jr., right, em
braces W

i-
liam

 P
ep

p
er, attorn

ey for th
e late 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay, at a m

em
orial service 

for R
ay. F

arris is th
e n

ep
h

ew
 of th

e 
R

ev. M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr. 
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