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N
ation and W

orld 

Jury: K
ing victim

 of m
urder plot 

M
E

M
PH

IS, T
enn. (A

P) —
 A

 jury 
hearing a law

suit filed by the R
ev. 

M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr.'s fam

ily
 

fo
u
n
d
 W

ed
n
esd

ay
 th

at th
e civ

il 
rig

h
ts lead

er w
as th

e v
ictim

 o
f a 

vast m
urder conspiracy, not a lone 

assassin. 
T

he K
ing fam

ily had sued L
oyd 

Jow
ers, a retired businessm

an w
ho 

claim
ed six years ago that he paid 

so
m

eo
n
e o

th
er th

an
 Jam

es E
arl 

R
ay to kill K

ing in M
em

phis in 1968. 
T

h
e fam

ily
's law

y
er claim

ed
 th

at 
the FB

I, C
IA

, the M
afia and the m

il-
itary w

ere involved. 
T

h
e fam

ily
 w

an
ted

 th
e ju

ry
 to

 
find evidence of a conspiracy and 
lend support to their call for a new

 
investigation into the killing. P

rose-
cutors have long said that they are 
convinced R

ay fired the fatal shot 
and that they could find no evidence 
anyone else w

as involved. 
T

he K
ings asked for only a token 

am
ount in their w

rongful-death law
-

suit. A
fter three hours of delibera-

tions, the jury of six blacks and six 

w
hites aw

arded the fam
ily $100 in 

dam
ages. 

"I'm
 just so happy to see that the 

people have spoken," K
ing's son 

D
ex

ter said
. "T

h
is is w

h
at w

e'v
e 

alw
ays asked for." 
R

ay confessed to shooting K
ing 

and w
as sentenced to 99 years in 

prison. H
e spent the rest of his life 

claim
ing to be innocent and trying 

to get a trial. H
e died of liver dis-

ease last year. 
R

ay
's g

u
ilty

 p
lea w

as u
p
h
eld

 
eig

h
t tim

es b
y
 state an

d
 fed

eral 
courts. A

 congressional com
m

ittee 
concluded in 1978 that R

ay w
as the 

killer but that he m
ay have had help 

b
efo

re o
r after th

e assassin
atio

n
. 

T
he com

m
ittee did not find any gov-

ernm
ent involvem

ent, 
W

illiam
 P

ep
p
er, th

e K
in

g
s' 

law
yer, told the jury that M

r. Jow
ers, 

73, w
as part of a conspiracy involv-

ing the M
afia and federal agents to 

kill K
ing because of his opposition to 

th
e V

ietn
am

 W
ar an

d
 p

lan
s fo

r a 
huge m

arch on W
ashington. 

D
r. M

A
R

T
IN

 L
U

T
H

E
R

 K
IN

G
 Jr. 

4.. - 
In his closing argum

ent, M
r. Pep-

per said the order to kill K
ing cam

e 
from

 the head of organized crim
e in 

N
ew

 O
rleans to a M

em
phis produce 

dealer w
ho got M

r. Jow
ers to handle 

the payoff and m
urder w

eapon. A
n 

A
rm

y sniper squad w
as in place to 

shoot K
ing if the M

afia hit failed, 
M

r. Pepper claim
ed. 

L
ater, the F

B
I, C

IA
, the m

edia, 
A

rm
y
 in

tellig
en

ce an
d
 state an

d
 

city officials helped cover up the 
assassin

atio
n
, said

 M
r. P

ep
p
er, 

w
h
o
 also

 rep
resen

ted
 R

ay
 in

 h
is 

effo
rts to

 g
et a trial. M

r. P
ep

p
er 

told the jurors they could rew
rite 

history. 
L

ew
is G

arriso
n
, M

r. Jo
w

ers' 
law

yer, told the jury that w
hile they 

co
u
ld

 reaso
n
ab

ly
 co

n
clu

d
e K

in
g
 

w
as the victim

 of a conspiracy, his 
client's role w

as m
inor at best. 

In 1993, M
r. Jow

ers said on A
B

C
-

T
V

 that he hired K
ing's killer as a 

favor to an_ underw
orld figure w

ho 
w

as a friend. H
e did not identify the 

purported killer, but said it w
asn't 

R
ay. M

r. Jo
w

ers, w
h
o
 h

as n
ev

er 
rep

eated
 th

e claim
 b

u
t h

as n
o
t 

recanted it either, w
as sick for m

uch 
of the trial and did not testify. 


