
J. E
dgar H

oover had a contract taken out 
on M

artin L
uther K

ing's life through a N
ew

 
O

rleans M
afia connection, and it w

as carried 
out at the L

orraine M
otel in M

em
phis, 

T
en

n
essee on

 A
p

ril 4, 1968...." 
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T
he role of our governm

ent in
 

th
e assassin

atio
n
 o

f M
artin

 
L

uther K
ing has long been 

tinted at in certain circles, but the 
.ecent public appeals by the K

ing 
am

ily for a retrial of Jam
es E

arl 
iay

 h
as th

ru
sted

 th
at th

eo
ry

 in
to

 
)ublic prom

inence. A
ccepting the 

dready w
ell-docum

ented but still 
A

ficially unacknow
ledged facts of 

he F
B

I's involvem
ent in illegal 

w
iretapping, infiltrating, 

'lackm
ailing and other blatantly 

llegal covert operations against 
\m

erican citizens and political 
vganizations since the late fifties 
s only the first step in com

ing to 
!m

brace inform
ation that is no 

onger highly speculative or even 
Jarticularly controversial. Jam

es 
':'..arl R

ay did not kill M
artin L

uther 
K

ing, and his peripheral 
.esponsibility being construed as 
he sole cause of K

ing's death is 
he legacy of the highest figures in 
he A

m
erican governm

ent of the 
'ast half of this century. 

D
eveloping infiltration 

p
erso

n
alities, p

o
licies, an

d
 

intelligence gathering units to 
id

en
tify

 an
d
 co

m
b
at th

e m
ajo

r 
elem

ents w
ithin the C

ivil R
ights 

m
ovem

ent in the early sixties 
b
ecam

e a to
p
 p

rio
rity

 fo
r a v

ariety
 

of governm
ental agencies besides 

the F
B

I, including the U
.S

. arm
y, 

and even contem
porary F

B
I and 

C
IA

 spokesm
en are unable to deny 

that M
artin L

uther K
ing w

as a 
m

ajor target for these activities. 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay, now

 on the verge 
of death from

 liver chirrosis, has 
lo

n
g
 m

ain
tain

ed
 th

at h
e w

as n
o
t 

directly involved in the shooting of 
K

in
g
, an

d
 th

e "th
ro

w
d
o
w

n
 g

u
n
" 

th
at w

as fo
u
n
d
 in

 a d
o
o
rw

ay
 n

o
t 

far from
 the L

orrain H
otel and 

w
as attrib

u
ted

 to
 R

ay
, w

as n
o
t in

 
fact the gun that killed K

ing. 
W

illiam
 P

ep
p
er, R

ay
's atto

rn
ey

, 
has long argued for a new

 trial for 
his client, w

ho recanted his 
adm

ission of guilt and claim
ed 

police coercion in the confession, 
and is lobbying to have new

 
b
allistics tests p

erfo
rm

ed
 o

n
 th

e 

n
tle. 	
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R
ay w

as reportedly held in a cell 
in M

em
phis for eight m

onths after 
his extradition from

 B
ritain. H

e 
claim

s his m
ental condition had 

d
eterio

rated
 d

u
e to

 th
e fact th

at 
the cell w

as brightly lit tw
enty-four 

hours a day, w
ith closed circuit 

t.v. cam
eras, round the clock guard 

and audio surveillance. U
nder 

these conditions, w
ith a continual 

p
ressu

re b
y
 atto

rn
ey

s to
 p

lead
 

guilty, R
ay finally signed an 

ad
m

issio
n
. O

n
e d

ay
 after h

is p
lea, 

having had the lights turned off in 
his cell for the first tim

e in nearly a 
year, he w

rote a letter to the 
presiding judge, P

reston B
attle, 

recanting his plea and requesting a 
trial. H

e claim
ed to be a patsy in a 

larger conspiracy and dem
anded 

to tell the truth before a jury. 
B

attle died w
hile the request w

as 
still u

n
d
er co

n
sid

eratio
n
, an

d
 th

e 
state court ruled subsequently 
ruled against him

. T
he trial w

as 
d
en

ied
, an

d
 h

e h
ad

 alread
y
 b

een
 

sentenced to ninety-nine years. 

T
he bullet rem

oved from
 K

ing's 
body has never been decisively 
proven to have been fired from

 
R

ay's gun. T
he w

eapon in question 
is a R

em
ington G

am
em

aster 30.06. 
R

ay claim
s a m

an w
ho he knew

 
o
n
ly

 as "R
ao

u
l" to

ssed
 th

e 
w

eap
o
n
 fo

r au
th

o
rities to

 fin
d
 as a 

red herring. R
ay's attorneys have 

never been allow
ed to exam

ine the 
rifle, and both the F

B
I and H

ouse 
S

elect C
om

m
ittee O

n 
A

ssassinations w
ere unable to 

determ
ine that the rifle w

as indeed 
the m

urder w
eapon. N

ew
 E

lectron 
m

icroscope technology is assum
ed 

to be able to determ
ine w

hat 
previous optical m

icroscopes 
could not. A

 string of F
B

I 
spokesm

en have long argued 

ag
ain

st the new
 test clatutu kg 

ad
d
itio

n
al d

ata "w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

significantly enhance inform
ation 

previously gathered...". W
hile this 

is d
early

 a stall tactic b
y
 th

e 
agency m

ost likely to suffer from
 

further scrutiny and allegation, 
th

ere is a stro
n
g
 b

ip
artisan

 p
u
sh

 to
 

re-open the investigation. 

T
h
e p

ro
p
u
lsio

n
 fo

r a n
ew

 trial an
d
 

new
 claim

s of R
ay's innocence has 

com
e largely from

 the K
ing F

am
ily 

itself, prim
arily K

ing's son D
exter, 

w
h
o
 h

as rep
eated

ly
 asserted

 h
is 

su
p
p
o
rt fo

r R
ay

, an
d
 h

is firm
 

belief in R
ay's innocence. 

"...as aw
k
w

ard
 as it m

ig
h
t seem

, I 
believe you and m

y fam
ily believes 

you, and w
e w

ill do everything in 
o
u
r p

o
w

er to
 see y

o
u
 p

rev
ail..." 

R
ecently on C

R
O

S
S

F
IR

E
, in fact, 

D
exter K

ing claim
ed to have 

located the real R
A

O
U

L
, although 

he refused to release the true 
identity of the alleged triggerm

an, 
preferring to w

ait until a full trial 
can be convened. S

peculation has 
it th

at "R
ao

u
l" w

as a trig
g
erm

an
 

for N
ew

 O
rleans m

ob bosses w
ho 



w
ith a rifle, and then broke it 

dow
n, hiding it in the trunk of his 

car. S
he claim

ed Jow
ers threatened 

to kill her if she ever revealed w
hat 

sh
e h

ad
 seen

, b
u

t th
is lead

 w
as 

never follow
ed up on, and Jow

ers 
died before he could be questioned 
ab

o
u
t h

er assertio
n
s. 

T
he w

eakest link in the 
investigation has alw

ays been the 
activity of the M

em
phis police. 

T
heir blatant m

ishandling and 
ignoring of evidence is on par w

ith 
the circus surrounding the O

.J. 
trial, and has long been an 
im

pedim
ent to the search for 

an
sw

ers. 
O

n
e rep

eated
 th

eo
ry

 is th
at th

e 
actual shooters w

ere C
IA

 gunm
en 

disguised as M
em

phis police, and 
sev

eral asso
ciates o

f C
arlo

s 
M

arcello, a N
ew

 O
rleans crim

e 
boss, claim

 this to be true. 
Just prior to the killing, despite 
d

o
zen

s o
f d

eath
 th

reats ag
ain

st 
K

ing, the security detail assigned 
to

 p
ro

tect h
im

 w
as red

u
ced

 fro
m

 
eight to tw

o. O
f the tw

o officers 
left, one w

as black. H
e w

as sent 
h

o
m

e b
ecau

se o
f a "th

reat ag
ain

st 
his life". T

his left one rem
aining 

policem
an. 

W
hen a private am

bulance arrived 
im

m
ediately after the shooting, 

M
em

phis police insisted on 
w

aiting for a city am
bulance and 

w
ould not allow

 K
ing to be 

im
m

ed
iately

 tran
sp

o
rted

 to
 th

e 
h
o
sp

ital. H
e d

ied
 en

 ro
u
te. 

C
learly, K

ing w
as a threat to the 

state of the nation as the F
B

I saw
 

it at the tim
e. J.E

dgar H
oover 

publicly called him
 an "agitator" 

an
d
 a "m

o
ral d

eg
en

erate". H
e 

also w
as reportedly furious by 

K
ing's w

inning of a N
obel P

rize, 
and thought that he him

self should 
have been bestow

ed the honor. 
C

learly, K
ing's assassination 

effectively ended a groundsw
ell of 

black political consciousness in 
this country, and thirty years later, 
it still hasn't recovered. 
C

O
IN

T
E

L
P

R
O

 docum
ents have 

p
ro

v
en

 th
at v

ast step
s w

ere tak
en

 
to interrupt, fram

e and even 
m

urder black leaders at the tim
e, 

including trying to blackm
ail K

ing 
w

ith pictures of one of his affairs, 
an

d
 it is n

o
t so

 g
reat a step

 to
 

assum
e that the inconsistencies 

and obvious m
istruths in the 

fram
ing of Jam

es E
arl R

ay point to 
a governm

ent cover-up. A
nyone 

w
ho thinks our governm

ent at that 
tim

e w
as incapable of cold 

blooded m
urder in the nam

e of 

"freed
o
m

" w
as n

o
t stan

d
in

g
 

outside the dem
ocratic convention 

in
 C

h
icag

o
 in

 '6
8

, h
as n

o
t read

 th
e 

h
isto

ry
 o

f th
e d

estru
ctio

n
 o

f th
e 

B
lack P

anther m
ovem

ent, know
s 

nothing about the bom
bings of 

L
ao

s an
d
 C

am
b
o
d
ia d

u
rin

g
 th

e 
V

ietn
am

 w
ar, an

d
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

 v
o

ted
 

for G
eorge B

ush. 
W

hat is truly disgusting is to be 
living in a country th

at h
o

n
o

rs a 
m

an
 w

ith
 a n

atio
n

al h
o

lid
ay

, 
n
am

es streets an
d
 h

ig
h
w

ay
s an

d
 

public schools after him
, yet 

refuses to investigate the 
circum

stances surrounding his 
death. T

here is clearly a m
ountain 

o
f co

n
trad

icto
ry

 ev
id

en
ce th

at h
as 

y
et to

 b
e fu

lly
 ex

am
in

ed
, an

d
 th

ere 
are enough unansw

ered questions 
to w

arrant full scale rioting and 
looting, yet Jam

es E
arl R

ay is 
allow

ed to com
e closer and closer 

to
 h

is d
em

ise, an
d

 w
ith

 it, th
e last 

link to the truth. 
A

t 6:01 p.m
., on A

pril 4, 1968, 
M

artin L
uther K

ing stepped out of 
his m

otel room
 on the w

ay to get 
dinner. A

s he leaned over the 
railin

g
 o

f th
e b

alco
n
y
 to

 sp
eak

 to
 

his chauffeur, a rifle shot rang out, 
knocking him

 back onto the 
balcony floor, w

here he lay dying. 
F

ive years earlier. John F
. K

ennedy 
lay in the back seat of his lim

o in 
D

allas, alread
y
 d

ead
 o

n
 th

e w
ay

 
to

 th
e h

o
sp

ital. 

T
he balcony of the 

L
o
rrain

e M
o
tel 

R
ay and D

exter K
ing 

w
ere contracted by the C

IA
 to 

com
m

it the shooting. 

,C
learly, the H

C
S

A
, w

hose findings 
o
n
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 are sealed

 
u
n
til 2

0
2
9
, d

id
 little to

 u
n
earth

 th
e 

truth surrounding K
ing's death. 

H
C

S
A

 lead counsel, G
. R

obert 
B

lakey held exam
inations in a 

cursory fashion, slanting questions 
tow

ard the intelligence com
m

unity, 
an

d
 if an

y
th

in
g
, th

e co
m

m
ittee's 

so
le p

u
rp

o
se seem

ed
 to

 b
e to

 
exonerate the F

B
I and C

IA
, not to 

find the true killer. 

P
rosecutors claim

 R
ay shot K

ing 
on the balcony of the L

orraine 
M

otel from
 a boarding house 

b
ath

ro
o
m

 w
in

d
o
w

 acro
ss th

e 
street, d

esp
ite th

e fact th
at a b

an
k
 

of trees block the view
 of the 

balco
ny

 from
 that angle, as w

ell as 
num

erous w
itnesses w

ho claim
 to 

have heard the shot com
e from

 
ground level. L

ess than a m
onth 

after th
e assassin

atio
n
, M

em
p
h
is 

city m
aintenance w

orkers 
inexplicably cut dow

n the trees, 
photographs of w

hich w
ere never 

introduced as evidence in an effort 
to prove R

ay could never had 
m

ad
e th

e sh
o
t as p

ro
p
o
sed

. R
ay

, 
w

h
o

 w
as rated

 to
 b

e an
 "av

erag
e" 

m
arksm

an during his m
ilitary 

service, has long claim
ed that it 

w
o

u
ld

 tak
e a ex

p
ert sh

o
t w

ith
 a 

great deal of luck to have 
assassin

ated
 K

in
g

 fro
m

 th
at 

vantage. 

In 1994, a w
om

an nam
ed B

etty 
S

pates, w
ho w

orked at Jim
's G

rill 
w

hich is located next to the 
boarding house containing R

ay's 
alleg

ed
 sn

ip
er's n

est, claim
ed

 th
at 

the ow
ner of the grill, L

loyd 
Jow

ers, ran through the restaurant 
im

m
ediately after the shooting 


