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TUdnY El "'Cho king Verdict" editorial/ underscores one of the Post's major 
failings of ry long life nu n Ana subscriber and it rootlets that failure 
writing without ritct knowludo3 required if the Pest iniended to serve the real 

Purpose of the press in a society like ours. 

'flint onk.F.rial aloe cot:fuses two quite separate things: • Pop-per make 
c4,4  1``e x-'t 	c 

out n carte for a conopiraey and wad there, in established fac; a conspiracy. 
T,,e aolitic:.1 assassinati.om., of uldch that of KUL; was one, without the 

' L-fs rt 
obseevation)by U.. Poet jturited the country around. 

The asnassination of any presiient is, in our society, a de factoffi coup 
fro tat. 

■1h.i.ch the Pout also aid not tell its readers. 

There was an earlier testing of a mother of elements in the ang assassi-
nation that the Post did cover. I en confident that Paul Valentino, who covered 
it, still has come rocullection of it. 

:',Ianting our system to work, as it did not when the President was assassi-
nated, I was able to arvanget without hadng seen or spoken to hay or to any 
but one member of his family, to provide him with counsel other than those of 
the extreme right he had used, in. an effort to get his a trial. I was the in-} 
vestigator who did the uork that got him a habeas corpus victory when earlier 
efforts had failed. 1 also did that investigating for those two weeks of eviden-

I44-,, 
tiarJ) hearg' in 1.1emottias is about 191:5. 

Jim Lesar, then junior counsel, and I exorcised two days of discovery and 
Lu-t; 

with senior counsel abroad pr,.ipared fur that hearing. Lunar tool: tiro law and I 
took the foot. The erg-Labia was that hay hind not had effective assistance of 
counsel and that bin plea was not voluntary. With the lawyer wile coerced Ray 
into nixecting to thoplea the country's thou' most famous criminal lawyer, Percy 
Foreman, I could think of only ono wvy to prove that he had net rendered effect-
tive assistance an counsels try the case is minelature and exculpate Ray--with 
what was available to Foreman. In abbreviated form this is what we did and we 
did it so effectively that the judEo, in hits theision, felt compelled to may 
that guilt or innocence were not before him. had he hold other than ho did in 
donyini; Ray the trial he never and he would have been lucky to ourvibe in Mem"' 
phis in those days. 

oti 
Muth is and I can document this an/a11 I say with official proofs— 4that 



the prosecution could not oven place day in "eraphis at tie time of the crime. 
The official proof is that the day rifle did. not fire the bullet that killed 
King. There is more for dd_ich I do not take your time. 

The Post had so little interest in the official fact of the crime, the 
official fact that could not b3 avoided when a real inhtstigation was avoided-
was never of any interest to the Yost. There must have been close to fifty 
status eallo in that l'UIA lauaui.t, CA 75-11)96,and no reporter was at any one 
of them. Not even when the judge agreed to a Al request and appointed me, the 
plaintiff ( and ;knot a bre:jar) to cowisel the defendant! The defendant likving 
claimad that 1 Juan/ what it and. the 1.15.1 did nok and thus needed to draw on lay 

knowledge. Nor ,ias it noun that when the DJ prmisedthe court to pay me for 
hy time, after I turned my conoultant' a report in it refused to pay me. The 
Al actually argued that the aasistruit division chief did not have the althority 
he told the court he had, to authorize paying MO. a),A, iiik•jvi fly 4.4(4444( 

But I did mt in that litigation, aside from rUr own work product, about 
eighty tousarat pages that had been withhold. Even withheld was what our 
govemment gave the British courts, used publicly and reported in England, to 
get day extradicted. That was actually classified Secret until I got it dis-
closed. 

All of these wiasual things and many more like them and other things that 
were even worse, more anti-iunorican, were because there is, and this is the 
literal truth, no case against day at all! 

It was all made up. 

The YBI ever withheld it from the liemphis prosecution until that district 
attorney general complained, to 1)J. The FBI then let the klemphis prosecution 
Neal only a fraction of what I wound up with when there remained major and 
wrongful withhotdingo fijr' a me.But that the AU had refused to give its case 
to the prosecution is a dependable evaluation of that case; none at all 

'let the DJ got the King  family and friend!? to aaa-oe to the plea by telling 
them they hail Pay dead to right:), So they agreed to the plea because king and 
they did nut ap)rove of capital punishment. And that DJ lie, and a bigger lie 

is not easy to conceive, is why the system of justice was not allowed to work. 
And why there warms such fierce and not infrequently dirty determination 

not to lot day have the trial that, without any doubt at allip he wan coerced a dr c f,4, I,  
:ants by Mu lawyer who had done similar favors for the government before. 
(Foreman fled a T' studio when he know he was to confront me.) 

There is the official transcript of those two weeks of hearings in 
federal district court in tlemphia. The =refuted. evidence is that the crime 
as attributed to day was a complete physical impossibility. 	 / 



Bard as it may be for you to believe it, there to nothing at all that 

can be called evidence 0z:tin:ekes .itay guilty. ±t is all made up or imagined. 

Yet diespito tht: history since that assassination, the editorial refers 

to Hay as "the real. killer" when the actual evidence is that he was not. 

It says"thero was no government conspiracy" but aside from the actual 

was all governocnt conspiracy. They all knew better than what they 

scud and did, 

The editorial nays truthfully that "The deceit of history, whether it occurs 

in the context of the hollocaust denial or in an effort to rewrite the story 

of willies death, is a dangerous impulse for -which those committed to reasoned 

debate and truth cannot sit still." This is why, at 8G, frail and unwell and 

still wanting to do what the 	should have done end did not do, make that 

record for ld.story, I now take this time lotowing that if you look at it you 

will pay no attention to it. The Pout, and not it alone, has a long history 

of this. 

But who among you knows what the truth is? Who engaged in any "reasoned 

debate" and with wh..m who had any real factual knowledge./  

Not one of you know enough to justify most of this editorial. Not one of 

you made the slightest effort to learn. And the Post know very well that all 

have I make available to all. In the past this often included thu Bust. It 

else knad that i had conducted the habeasiborpus and evidontiary—hearing in-

vestigations and had filed the FulA lawouit that broke so many suppressed 

pages free. 

As ono example of what is in those records, the 	did not even test t 

the so—called death rifle to determine a it had been fired since the last time 

it was cleaned. 	is a simplio inexpensive and usually automatic test of 

passing a cotton swab through the hermit to pick u1 traces of firing. But it 

did. that Leith a rifle it knew had not been used and which could not have been . 

fired—over ••• becauso the firing mechanism was fres= by an excess of soranoTine. 
In this, mid. I mean no personal itieult, you have started on the path that 

earlier was taken by Pravda and the Volkische .doobachter. You did that with 

the JFL assassination, too. The stories on that, Post stories, I spare you. 

How can alai. Flueinty function as the founding fathers intended when a major 

element of the media, typical of it all, misleads the people as you do in this 

editorial and have done so often and for so long on this subject'? How can 

representative society work when it is so overwhelmingly Wain/Termed? Do 

any of you over think If this and what you do to representative esociecy in  irk it? 

Sincerely, i/tIM,& 

Harold Weisberg 



o Get the Region Mom 

;401 account 01 all the gimmicks used. 
Itdrlie cap next year will be even tighter. If 1 COngress does no more than increase this year's spending by the rate of inflation—a 

tral assumption, in that, in real terms, the 
errunent would neither shrink nor grow—. 

will overshoot the, target by more than $50 
'on: To get down to the cap would require about an 8 percent cut. If defense were eiternpted and domestic programs had to bear thOull burden, the cut would have to be about 
e that. It isn't going to happen. So much the caps.  
,much, also, for the projected surplus in 

Oer . than Social Security funds, which, the :palitiels and their presidential, candidates al-
' aindy have spent so many times over. Most of 

1 111elsurplus only materializes if the spending 6W implied by the caps are made. No cuts, 1.a 'the budget tightens up again—unless, of 

01/4"V .4341  

ORMALL , "A. ( JURY verdict—even 
'one that seems uncomfortably at vari-al . ante with the publiC record—is due a 

..eiibliderable amount of deference. The deci- iii.511 Last week by a jury in Memphis, however, „ill* = the assassination of Dr, Martin Luther 
' Jr. was the result of a vast governmental kikviracy. should ,alter no one's view of the ssination. It'i not that the jury misbe:' 7fg1; based on the evidence presented in court, it was an open-and-shut case. Rather, . tiutproblem is that nothing approximating the MU . history : of . the assassination was ever 
nted to the jury. 
e King family, hiving publicly embraced 

g` claim 	innocence of the. real . killer, the 
iffJames -Earl Ray, was represented in the 

don by Mr. Ray's lawyer, a conspiracy florist named William Pepper. The supposed defendant, Loyd Jowers, was the peddler of a ' lonig since discredited tale about being a part fa conspiracy to kill Dr. King. His defense not based on historical truth—that there . no government conspiracy—merely that Vefpvm involvement in this alleged conspiracy limited. 	: , • 
6-,;p other words, the King family sued for , &WO. in daniages a man who did , not even 
*test their false thesis. The litigation in „Memphis, therefore, involved no party that 

. ' illin'''',,  ' 

• t4pitr■''. 
'''.firlf':''; 

. 	; ■ z' 	' 

nut even wan the revisions, next year will again be tight if they propose not to touch the Social Security surplus. Both parties will be faced in a high-stakes election year with a 
zero-sum game in which any sizable tax cut or 
spending increase will have to be offset—un-
less, of course, they plunge once again into ginunlckry. 

Bet on the gimmicks. This year they met 
their target by moving some spending into 
next fiscal year. As this year winds down and 
they need extra room in next year's budget, 
they'll move the spending back. All manner of 
ordinary spending will once again be deemed 
emergency," which under the budget rules 

(but not in the real world) means it doesn't 
count. Election yearproposals will be heavily • backloaded to mask their true cost. It's a world 
in which the truth is what they say it is, and no assertion has to five beyond Election Day. 

would go to bat for history. Meanwhile, the 
judge admitted a pile of hearsay evidence, even ' 
some 'testimony" that had been given in a 
mock trial staged a few years back by HBO. 
Both judge and jury are reported to have 
nodded off during the proceedings. The inevi-
table result of such a sham trial is a jury verdict 
that—to those who have not studied the 
peculiar circumstances that gave rise to it—
may give to a wild conspiracy theory the 
imprimatur of a legal finding. It should not be 
allowed to do so. 

The deceit of history, whether it occurs in 
the context of Holocaust denial or in an effort 
to rewrite the story of Dr. King's death, is a 
dangerous impulse for which those committed 
to reasoned debate and truth cannot sit still. 
That It has, in this case, been perpetrated by 
Dr. King's nearest family in a court of law 
makes it, in addition, a mystifying act of 
self-deception and an abuse of the legal sys-' 
tern. That the King family has a movie deal with filmmaker Oliver Stone gives the whole 
affair, to add insult to injury, a commercial 
feel. The case, in short, had nothing to do with 
law, and it had nothing to do with truth, The 
more quickly and completely this jury's dis-
credited verdict is forgotten, the better. 

region's population now living outside the' 
Capital Beltway. By 2020 the figure is estimat-
ed at 63 percent. Relief? BUN a Northern Techway Connector, as supported by a num-
ber of groups including the Metropolitan Washington Board of Trade. This would link the Dulles/Reston area directly with Rock-ville/Gaithersburg, with a river crossing that 

LETTERS T( 

London's Lt 
Congratulations to Mary McGror 

for adding perspective to an impo. 
tent British political event, 'reform 
in the ancient House of Lords." M 
McGrory in her Nov. 21 colum: 
asserted that Britain's lords "bay 
done no cosmic harm' 

The British Labor Party, however 
believes that, at best, hereditary peer 
are guilty of dotty behavior, such a 
proposing the "muzzling of pet cats h 
'stop the agonizing torture of mkt 
and small birds.' " 

At worst, the British Labor Part,  
believes, hereditary peers are feuds 
remnants and an affront to demoar. 

Toward Pe. 
The NOV. 29 editorial "Monitoring 

Iraq" suggests that the United States 
has been the visionary leader in the 
U.N. Security Council regarding Iraq, 
battling the intransigence of Russia, 

. France and China. In fact, Russia and 
France have been working earnestly 
toward a peaceable end to the stale• 
mate over weapons inspections and 
to the devastating nine-year-old sanc-
tions regime that has led to the deaths 
of hundreds of thousands of Iraqis. 

The United States has obstinately 
opposed any move toward legitimate 

Why Nor() A.D.? 
A simple way to bridge the gal 

purists regarding the end of the deco 
Counting?' Metro, Nov. 271 would 
Dionysius Exiguus by inserting a ye 

All dates before 1 AD. would be 
date of Julius Caesar's assassination 
B.C.; all AD. dates would remain till 
• I've tended to be in the purist ca 
sense to regard 2000 as the beginnir 
of the 1990s. Why should our or 
conventions of a 6th century monk? 

How to 'T. 
As a teacher. I have followed with 

interest the front-page article [Nov. ' 
141 and leiterc Mau 95.1 rnM  

3. ITTER A good three decades of surveys, I, reports, maps, charts, pleadings and 
Catatonic state administrations, Greater 'Wahhington has yet to begin addressing in kktiest its ever-worsening ..transportation 

Oftiblems. Proposals have piled up to the point w ere too many elected officials simply look at 
price tags, declare them out of sight and gone some other loriadietiva will 

e King Verdict 

r---. 


