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Today's "'he iing Verdiet" editorlaly underscores one of the Post's major
Ladlings of wy Long 1ile as a Post subseriber and it repoats that failure in
writivg without the lmouled;e required if the Post ixﬂénded to serve tlilgfrgnl
purpose of the vress in o gociety like ours.

That edigbrinl also confuses two quidte sepurate 1.} l’ opper uake
oub n case for a conspivacy emd wad there, in establiuhed fac? consplracy.

1,2 pulit.m 1 assasainations, of videh that of King: was one, without the
ubmwunmw th: Post turuud the eowitry arownd.

The assassination ul any prosient is, in our society, a de factof coup
d'etat.

ilideh the Post also did not tell its readers.

There was an earlier testing of a nmuwiber of elements in the King assassi-
nation that the Post did covere I wa conlident that Paul Valentine, who covered
it, still has some recollection of it.

Hanting our system to work, as it did not when the President wes assassi-
nated, L was able to arcange, vitbout heving seen or spoken to Ray or to any
but one mewber of his fandly, to provide him with counsel other than those of
the extreme right Le had used, in an eflort tv get him a trial. I was the ind
vestigator vho did tlw vork that got him a habeas corpus victory when earlier
efforts lad failed. 1 also did the investipating for those two weeks of eviden-
tlalldlu}ur{/hl Hewplins in about 193,

Jim Lesar, then junior counsel, and I ezercised two days of discovery and
with senior counsel nbroudjﬁupamd for that learing. lesar took the law and I
tovk the fact. The arpwwnt was that day had not had effective asaistonce of
cotnsel and that his plea was not voluntary. With the lawyer wno coerced dlay
into agrecing to tlns})lea the cowntry's then most famous eriminal lawyer, Percy
Poreman, I could think of only one way to prove that he had not rendered effect-
tive agsistance us counsel: try the case in m:ino?‘ature and exculpate Ray-with
what wos avellable to Foreman. In abbreviated form this is what we did and we
did it so eftectively that the Judge, in his decision, felt compelled to say
that guilt or lnnecence vere nol bLefore hime. lad he held other then he did in
denying Hay the trial he never had he would have been luecky to survile in liew™
phis in those days.

Thuth is= and I can docwnent this anfall 1 say with official proofg- ;fbhat

A



the prosecution could not even place 8oy in “enphis at tie time of the crime.
The official proof is that the lay rifle ddd not fire the bullet that killed
King. There is wmore for wikch I do not take your time.

The Pest had so litile interest in the official fact of the crdime, the
official fact that could not by avglded when a real indtstigation was avoided-
vas never ol any interest to the Post. Lhere must have been close to fifty
ptatus callo in that YOLA lavswit, CA TH-1996,and no reporter was at any one
of them. Not even when the judge agreed to a LJ reguest and appointed me, the
plogntdff ( and :fnot o lucyer) to counsel the defendant! The defendant h%l:i.ng
claimed that 1 lmew what it and tho MBI did no# and thus necded to draw on my
lmowledge. Hor uas 1t neus that when the IJ promisedl.gche court to pay me for
uy time, alter I turned my consultant's report in it refused to pay me, The
LJ actually arguod that the assistent division chief did not have the &fthority
he teld {le coubt he had, to authorize paying me. (sl ﬂu:)miyf llnd met uﬂ‘U/ ] “'ﬂ?

Dut I did got in that litigation, aside from my own work product, about
elghty thousand pages that hud been withheld, Even withheld was what our
governuent gave the British courts, ‘gsml publicly and reported in England, to
got Uay extradicled. That was actually classified Secret until I got it dis-
closed,

A1l of these unusual things end many more like them and other things that
were even worse, more anti-dmericen, were, becuuse there is, and this is the
literal truth, no case against Ray at alll

It was all made up.

The ¥'BI ever withheld it from the lemphis prosecution until that district
attorney general complainedf to WJ. The F8I then let the llemplis prosecution
havd only a frsction of what I wound up with when there remained major and
wrongful withhofdings £gmn me.But that the FBI had refused to give its case
to the prosecution is a dependable evaluation of that cases none at alll

Yet the DJ got tho King family and friend§ +to agree to the plea by telling
them they hal Ray dead to rights, 8o they asreed to the plea because bing and

they did not approve of capital punislment. and that UJ lie, and a bigger lie
1a not easy to coneceive, is why the system of justice was not allowed to Work.

And why there wa’$ such fierce and not infrequently dirty determination
tflg;bc};g 'l([:t Ray have the trial that, without any doubt at ally he was coerced

—into by I‘i’is lawyer who had done sindlar favors for the governuent before?
(Foreman fled a Ti( studio when hé‘zﬁ:'ha was to confront lne.)

There is the official transcript of those two weeks of hearings in
federal district court in Tiémp]:ia. The unrefuted evidence is that the cr:l.ma’
as attributed to llay was a complote physical Lmpossibility. LN'LP“'MQ ;




llard as it may be for yuu to belioeve 1t, there is nothing at all that
can be cL_'Uetl ovidence tlmymaker. Way puilty. 1t is all made up or imagined.

Vel (11#3;!.1.:: the ldstory since that assassination, the editorial refers
tp lay as "the real killer" when the actual evidence is that he was not.

It says"tlere was no govbrnment conspirucy” but aside from the actual
killing it was all governwent conspiracy. They all knew better than what they
qﬁld and did,

he editorial says truthfully that "The deceit of history, whether it occurs
in the context of the lollocaust denial or in an effort to rewrite the story
of Maog's death, is a dangerous impulse for which those comnitted to reasoned
debate and truth camot sit still." Thiv is why, at 86, frail and unwell and
still wanting to do what the %tlia should have done end did not do, wake that
record for history, I now take {this time knowing that if you loock at it you
will pay no attentlon to it. Yhe Post, and not it alons, has a long history
of this.

But who among you knows what the truth is? Who enpgaged in any "reasoned
debate" and with whom who had ahy real factual l-mowledgez

liot one of you know enough to justify most of this editorial. Not one of
you made tle slightest effort to learn. &ud the Post knew very well that all
I have 1 moke availnlle to all. In the past this often included the Post. It
elao knew that 1 had conducted the habea—xsﬁorpus and evidentiary-hearing in-
veatigations and had filed tho FUIA lawsuit that broke so many suppressed
poges free.

As onv example of what is in those records, the IFBL did not even test &
the so-called doath rifle to determine i{ it had been fired since the last time
it was cleaned. “his io a simpl)e inexpensive and usually automatic test Jof
passing a cotton swab through the barrely to pick up traces of firing. But it
did that with a vifle it lmew had not been used and which could not have been .
fived-gver = because the lUiring wechanism vag i‘mmn by an excess of i ‘:.w

In this, and L mean no personal insulf, you havo started on the path that
earlier was token by Fravda and the Volkische deobachter. You did that with
the JIK assassinetion, teo. The stories on that, Post stories, I spare you.

liow can ou¥ soviety fwwtion as the founding fathers intended when a major
element of the redia, typical of 1t all, misleads the people as you do in this
editorial and have done so often and for so long on this subject? How can
reprosentative soclety work when it is so overwhelmingly ndsinifoﬁed? Do

any of you ever think bf this and what you do to vepresentative uaocie{‘y it?
Sincerely, MW

Harpld Weisberg :
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i 3y account of all the gimmicks used,

13uy cap next year will be even tighter, If .
| Dongress does no more than increase this
spending by the rate of inflation—a
I.:rnl‘ assumption, in that, in real terms, the

‘ EIOW—
overshoot the target by more than $50
in. To get down to the cap would require
' If defense - were

. txempted and domestic programs had to bear-
i thielfull burden, the cut would have to be about

; that. It isn’t going to happen. So much

| 10, much, also, for the projected surplus in
cﬂ.hprthnn Social Security funds, which the
_ their presidential; candidates al-
updyhaveapeutwmwﬂmm.Moat of

: only materializes if the spending
the caps are made. No cuts,
ﬁghtena:, up again—unless, of
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\ORMALLY, 'A'{JURY. verdict—even
‘one that seems uncomfortably at vari-
- ance with the publi¢ record—is due a
erable amount of deference. The deci- .

1 kbt last week by a jury in Memphis, however,
- +thilt’the assassination. of Dr, Martin Luther

K icy. should

- paspssination. It's’ not that
: ; based on the eviden

Jr. was the result of a vast governmental
alter, no one’s view of the,

ce presented in

* ! court, it was an open-and-shut case. Rather, :

" thé'problem is that nothin
"-'vedl history: of  the
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| defendant, Loyd Jowers, was the

g approximating the
el b tion was ever
e Ring ey, g gty &
£ ing A p
‘¢laim of innocence of the. real killer, the
grJames-Earl Ray, was represented in the
tion by Mr. Ray’s lawyer, a conspiracy
rist named William Pepper. The wppos;ad
rofa
since discredited tale about ing a part
lw"qonspimcyto kill Dr, King. His defense
With'not based on historical truth—that there

no government consp

oW involveq:?gti_f: l:.i.lcyelg‘edmmpira-:cy
. other words, the King family sued for

| in: damiagés ‘a man who did not even .

oontest their false thesis. The litigation in

Memphis, therefore, involved no party that '
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. FTER A good three decades of surveys,
\ reports, maps,: charts, pleadings and
. Catatonic state administrations, Greater
to begin addressing in

their

The King Verdict
the jury. misbe-".
embraced l
cy—merely that *

* ber
. Wasliington Board of Trade. This would link

‘ut even with the revisions, next year will
again be tight if they propose not to touch the
Social Security surplus, Both parties will be
faced in'a highstakes election year with a
Zero-sum game in w
fpendoi?g increae;eh;iﬂ have to be offset—un-
ess, of course, plunge once again into

Bet on the gimmicks, This year they met

nextﬂsmlym.ﬁsthiayearwindsdownmd
they need extra room in next year's budget,

they’ll move the spending back. All manner of
ordlnaryspmdingwﬂlonceagainbedeemed, '
“emergency,” which under the budget rules

(but not in the real world) means it doesn’t
count. Election-year proposals will be heavily
backloadedtonmktheirh-uemat.lt’sawnrld

in which the truth is what they say it is, and no'
assertion has m_llve beyond Election Day.

would go to bat for history. Meanwhile, the
judge admitted a pile of hearsay evidence, even '

some “testimony” that had been given in a

mock trial staged a few years back by HBO."
Both judge and jury are reported to have

nodded off during the proceedings. The inevi-
table result of such a sham trial isa jury verdict
that—to those who have not-studied the

peculiar circumistances that gave rise to it—

may give to a wild conspiracy theory “the
imprimatur of a legal finding. It should not be
allowedtodoso, . - :

" 'The deceit of history, whether it occurs in

the context of Holocaust denial or in an effort
to rewrite the story of Dr. King’s death, is a
dangerous impulse for which those committed
to reasoned debate and truth cannot sit still,
That it has, in this case, been perpetrated by
Dr. King’s nearest family in a court of law
makes it, in’ addition, a mystifying act of

 self-deception and an abuse of the legal sys-
.tem. That the King family has a movie deal .
with filmmaker Oliver Stone gives the whole °

affair, to add insult to injury, a commercial
feel. The case, in short, had nothing to do with
law, and it had nothing to do with truth, The.

more quickly and completely this jury’s dis-| -

credited verdict is forgotten, the better.

any sizable tax cut or - |

target by moving some spending into.
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To Get the Region Moving ||

'region’s 'popu‘ktion now living outside the'

Capital Beltway. By 2020 the figure is estimat-
ed at 63 percent. Relief? Build a Northern
Techway Connector, as supported by a pum-
of groups including the Metropolitan

the Dulles/Reston area directly with Rock-

vﬂle{_Gaith:rshurg. with a river crossing that

peers are feuda
remnants and an affront to democra

" Toward Pe
' The Nov, 29 eiortal Mnitoring
suggests that the United States
.ﬂ:q.beenthevhimmlmdahthe
U.N.SemruyCmmdlmdinghgq,

" battling the nce of Russia,
In fact, Russia and
France have been working earnestly
toward a peaceable end to the stale-

;- mate over weapons inspections and
to the nine-year-old sane-
tions regime that has led to the deaths
1 of hundreds of thousands of Iraqls. .
* The United States has obstinately
" opposed any move toward legitimate
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