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Tuesday, A

pr9 4, 1978  
ou

san
d

s to m
arch

 in
 M

em
p

h
is 

on
 an

n
iversary of K

in
g's slayin

g 

< 

B
y The A

ssociated P
ress 

T
housands of persons are to m

arch in 
dow

ntow
n M

em
phis on T

uesday in w
hat 

is expected to be largest observance in 
the country of the 10th anniversary of 
the death of D

r. M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr. 

T
he m

arch, sponsored by the A
m

eri-
can

 F
ed

eration
 of S

tate, C
ou

n
ty an

d
 

M
unicipal E

m
ployees L

ocal 1733, is one 
of several activities in

 M
em

p
h

is an
d

 
oth

er cities m
ark

in
g th

e d
ate th

e civil 
rights leader w

as shot on a m
otel balco-

n
y w

h
ile in

 M
em

p
h

is in
 su

p
p

ort of a 
sanitation strike. 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay p

lead
ed

 gu
ilty to 

k
illin

g K
in

g an
d

 is servin
g a 99-year 

sen
ten

ce at B
ru

sh
y M

ou
n

tain
 S

tate 
P

rison at P
etrol. H

e later recanted his 
confession. 

T
he R

ev. Jam
es L

aw
son, a leader of 

the 1968 sanitation w
orkers stake and 

now
 pastor of H

olm
an U

nited M
ethodist 

C
h

u
rch

 in
 L

os A
n

geles, w
ill lead

 th
e 

com
m

em
oration in M

em
phis. 

In A
tlanta, C

oretta. K
in

g, th
e civil 

righ
ts lead

er's w
id

ow
, M

artin
 L

u
th

er. 
K

in
g S

r., an
d

 oth
er m

em
b

ers of th
e 

fam
ily, w

ill lay a w
reath on K

ing's tom
b. 

A
 fam

ily spokesm
an said a brief state-

m
ent w

ill be issued. 
A

 m
arch

 w
as p

lan
n

ed
 in

 G
ad

sd
en

, 
A

la., to honor K
ing and to bring atten- 

N
on .to dem

ands am
ong som

e blacks that 
six p

olicem
en

 b
e. su

s-
p

en
d

ed
. A

 co
u

n
ty

 
grand jury cleared the 
six in the fatal shooting 
of a 27-year-old black 
follow

ing a high-speed 
chase. 

A
 m

em
orial tribute 

w
as held in C

leveland 
at the C

ity H
all rotun-

da on M
onday, and an 

ecu
m

en
ical m

em
orial 

service w
as scheduled 	

K
ing 

for T
u

esd
ay at th

e T
rin

ity
, E

piscopal 
C

hurch. A
ll of the city's m

ore than 800 
clergym

en w
ere invited for the service 

T
u

esd
ay to b

e con
d

u
cted

, b
y B

ish
op

 
John H

. B
urt of the E

piscopal D
iocese of 

C
leveland. 

T
h

e ob
servan

ces in
 M

em
p

h
is w

ere 
scheduled to begin M

onday night w
ith a 

service at the M
ason T

em
ple C

hurch of 
G

od in C
hrist C

hurch, w
here K

ing deliv-
ered his last speech. F

rom
 there, a group 

w
ill m

arch to the L
orraine M

otel, w
here 

K
ing w

as shot, for a 24-hour vigil begin-
ning at m

idnight M
onday. 

T
he dow

ntow
n m

arch w
as to begin 

at the C
layborn T

em
ple A

M
E

 C
hurch at 

noon and last about four hours. 
H

igh school students from
 M

em
phis 

an
d

 S
h

elb
y C

ou
n

ty w
ere in

vited
 to a  

rally T
uesday m

orning at the C
ook C

on-
vention C

enter in m
em

ory of K
ing's life 

an
d

 w
ork

. T
h

e R
ev. Jesse Jack

son
, 

director of O
peration P

U
SH

, w
as to ad-

d
ress th

e rally, sp
on

sored
 b

y P
U

S
H

, 
W

H
B

Q
 radio, and First T

ennessee B
ank. 

M
em

phis State U
niversity also sched-

uled "A
 T

ribute to M
artin L

uther K
ing 

Jr." N
o official city or county observance 

w
as planned in M

em
phis, but public em

-
ployees w

ere perm
itted to use a day of 

sick leave, annual leave or bonus leave 
to take part 


