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On April 23, 1964 sullilvan authorized & misur on King
in Los Angeles and one in Sacramento. Also in April Hoover ,
approvaed permitting the State Department's Bureau of Intelli- c§§
gence and Research to read the "recalled" monograpn about King.
The Write Bouse and Attorney Geaneral were tuld that King, in
a mear intoxicated state, said he was going to go on a hunger
strike in D.C. and die unless the Civil Rights Pill was passed.
Attorney Gemeral Keanedy was adviced that King had refused to
debate Malscolm X. King confused tha Director when, for unknovn
reascns, he had his secretary advise the FPI he was going to
give a2 cpeech in the Philadelphia area. Apparently this was
the first time King had told the Bureau of his plans and the
Divector wanted to know why. In later months and years, King
usually told the Bureau of-his travel plans(?&)

The pace of Rureau activity concerning King then seons

b

o have slackered for a few months. In fact, in Hay 1964
the Atienca office was told to ieave pevsonal muisrial zuout
£ing only in intra-Bureau communicaticns and mot in anything
thet migul be disseminated. However, the Few Yorx cifice was
Gircotad ts czavoss New York banks to fimd any accounts of
og.,  An updared profile of King was prepared in i and sorysd
23 the juscificaticn for keeping Wing in Secticn & i ‘the Rogsroe o
T.dex because of "subject's positiom as Presideat of SCLC anc iz
" The summnary of Lo it

he ccntinues te be controlled by Zommuaists.

LTS T N

othe profile originally contained a statement that King "... :

& ‘ : ’ ! ’
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In May 1964 King repeated an earlier c

— .’Gﬁ.
riticism of the
d tha racial

FBI's concern with ccmommist influence on him an
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movernwni Dy saying that the Bureau should be more concerned with
such things as bombings against black people. Also in May, the
Director congratulated LHe Atlonrca office for some investigantive
worlk that appeared to indicatel(b)(7)(R)d prepared a letter fox
Xing in February. Hegdquarters considered tnis & most importaant
de"ciopm;nh whick showed continuing ties between (b)(7)Cznd King.
On May 18, Headquartexs told New York to update their informniion
‘on O‘De_;.UL)

Ia June 1964, a Wew York attorney, Harry Wachtel, seeus
to have become an advisor to King. Ian the White Heuse, Lee
¥hite, lztexr to bacome Chairman of the Federal Power Commission,
 had become the liaison with King and civil rights groups. When
~his nzme appeared, Hoover- asked, 'What do we know about Lesa

White?" He was provided with background informatien. that sams
day. On June 3 and &, 19€4 the White House and tha Artcimey
General respectively were given double or tripel hearsay infor-
mation about [.....(B)(7)(C)evreercaccsccssessccssoccanccsacasnnsse

2 TR EN e A

cecesesceses] ON June B, HeadquaTLErs seut another memo to
variocus fisld offices ramlndlng them to be "...extremaly zlert
o any and all information avsilable bearing upon the matter
of [eeeieee®(T)(C)eeeserese]l Ye should be alert to any sitre- -

_ticn woich m;gh: nmerit e: ploiha ion by the Bureau at the propez
~time..." Silenificantiy, nown"er, on the eleventh, Haadquariars
asont 2 memo to field offices in Jacksonville (St. Augustine
was the seemne of civii rights dswonstratisas et that Lime),
Atiznta ané New York ewphasizing the necessity of advi c=2l

3 =
police cificials, wilitary and secret sexrvice personne el whenevar
the Bureau received informaiion concerning a threat to King's
1ife. The memo indicated it would be ewbarassing to the Dureau
if there were claims cf inaction oxr delay concerning such threatq1;)

On June 12, 1964 SulllVau prepar d 2 mero for A en Belmont,
telling of Sull‘Vdﬂ s meeting with a Dr. Espy, the General Secre-
tary of the National COEn“ll of Churches of Christ. Dx. Espy
wantad £o kKnow of King's comnunist ries., Sullivan told him of
‘that and of King's personal life. In the memo, Sullivan wrote,

Uy think that we have sowed an idea here which way do some good.?@u
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In July, an internal Bureau memc justifled the contiu-

vacce of tesurs pravisusly ocutheriz ed on King. On July 17,

the Wnite licuse (Jonsluﬂ}, ot lloover's direction, was given a ,'VQ
descrintive summary of [.....(b)(?)(C)...................... @L<
ceeess] The Attorney Gereral was notkLl) T

g

In mid-aLly King was to appear in Greenwood, Mis sissippi
shortly after it was learned that. three civil rights workers
were mlssan" in the Philadelphia, Mississippli area. Hoover did
not want to afford protehtlon to Dr. King and he spoka separately
with the President and the Attorney General. The President
finally tc*& ioover he waated the FEI to be with King and to
make & statement that they would investigate violations of federal
law in that ragard(?lJ . : S -

-

On July 23, whiie listening to Ring's th_zphone the

Bureau heard of 2 report of plans to kill King. The rumor was
checked with negative results. The Bureau was provided with a
report of checks drawn in June from Xing's New York bank account.
The Bureau priefed Congressman Pucinski of Illinois of scms of
King's background. And on July 29, 1964 King was overn akd _
,.'..'.-?111‘:'1'3, .-(b) (?) (C)--} he did not -_ha.nn Lz shouid opc—c’.-. in dr I LEm .
» or Bedford - Scuyuabaat (waere thers had been racial rﬁorlﬁg} :
Lossuze the Y, ..communists groups wouid do ever }"u.:u..ux_g, r..m::y L..J"J..‘J.

to discredic me”'UiJ

In August snd September 1964, Hoover asperoved propes2ic

s
£c hava anm ASAC in New York try to get Cardimal Spe1L“aa to L EpEe
prevent &ne Pope from granting an audience to King, to have s

DeLoach go to former Eisenhower Press Sacretary Jares Hagerty
to prevant ABS from doing & teiavisicn biograph of King, aund
to have Deioach go to the Chairman of the Board of Curtis
Publishing Company walch published tha Saturday Evening Fost to
pravent the publishing of an article by King in thﬂ magazine.
becording to Durezn memcs, “lthcugn the Cgra:na as “'gratified
that the Director thought enough of him' to uonvej rhe informa-
tion, the cudience was granted. Hoover wrote, “astounding" on
wo news articles whlch reported the audience. Cn a third, he
wrote "I 2= umavud that the Pope gave aa audience to such a
degenera;e.LLk
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Attorney General Kennedy resigned in September ond he
gave Courtrey Evans the material about King's hotel acrivit
provided him on two earlier occasions by the FBL. Xennedy
rot want the material in Department cf Justice files ard heo

i=s3
aid

yocoumended that the FBI destroy it. Heoover refused to do so

and directed that it be retzined in & secure loc:-:.t:’.sn.(’& )

CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET- EXEMPT-(b) (1)
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When King ﬁas overbeard telling (now Congressman) Haitgr
Fauntroy he was not sure he would attend a ''get out the vote":
neating of clergymen in New York becausez of Cardinal Spellamaun's
conservatism, Hoover wrote, "Have (SAC) Malone alert the Cardinal. W’

In October 1964, Jzwes Bland of the FBI recommended that
the tesur be kept on &_“;‘s home. On October 11, two more in-
ternal Bureosu memcs defined the procedure to £s5llow when the
FRBI was notified about threats on King's iife. The Buvreau was
to aotify the Atlanta police and appropriate local police,-as
vwell as federal agencies. ‘The FBI would not notify King, leav~
ing that to localpolice. WHeadguarters instructed Chicago to

check on a possible account of King's at a Chicago bank. Eight
days later, Chicago recomnsnded against the attenpt ch“uvv they
had o eﬂtﬂﬁlzchci zsources in this "Mezre bank in 2 Negre naicn-

vorheod," Hoover wrete, YShamefull™ on two news' articles. one’
announcing Ring winning the Mobel Peace -Prize arnd sne, an adi-
torizl, praising Xing and the civil rights mnvemant.ﬁl;

The ¥BY stepped up its campaign
nent thres months in probable reaction ting
Price. "3y thi= tins Hoeholos deB. Katzenbaeh vas-zc:;ng Attch

ney General., On the third of November, Hoovar =dvised the White
House and the Aeting Attorney Fcﬂeral.of King's fertheceming
Saturday Evening Post article but he said nothing about his
attempt to prevant its publication. On November 5, a telephone
. cenversation between XN ind King wzs overlhieard by the FBI.
In the conversation, (b)(7)(C)was referred to by both men as
e B)(M(C)eeese oo pointed out that (b)(7)(Crad abidzd by
carlier decisioas but now they were not in the same sitaution
as they were with the Kennedy &dministration and that the Civil

jh\ » . .. 
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ssess’ in the hope that the paper would expose King's possible
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Rights Act had been passed. He said that MHNCO wanted t

meet with Xing. King said that the matter could be discussed
o

in a forthcoming meeting in Hew York and that, "...after
clection, it would be a new situation"™. The UhiLa House and

Acting Attorney Ganeral were advised of this informatlon.(aa

CLASSIFIED: EXEMPT UNDER (b) (1)
| W s

. .On Hovember 12 information was given to the [ ® Zngg_}]

and profo,“tlve[.........................(b)(T)(C)...........L

Tha State Department asked for s~cur3*y lnzormarwo- ahout
Ying bzcause of the 0sleo trip. On-November 13, ia 2 meme to
th= Deputy Acsistant Sserstary of State for Seeu rity, tha Daraan
diseussad culy [0 (B)(7)(C)i:h.] He was cailed [eeeeeeceeacnann-

<

................................(b)(?)(C).......TT?TTTTTTTTTTT..

..I...l'l....t..Illlllll.‘....IC“.C...I.....OI.QI.QI...“ld..‘.

oo-o--o-ooquoa-oaoac.--.o-o-.o‘c:.:..-.]. Alsc on cne thﬁ’ cile | .- -
Legde Lo LUNUGh was cold to “ddvise the U.S. Ambassadors ©o - :
England and Nerway of Kiﬁﬂ s bnckgrcund in an effort to fore~- .

1 x 3 ¢ o i

On November 16, 1964, a memo was prepared which pulled
together recent infowmation indicating "further evidences of
the influences in hizh places wiaich Martin Loether Xng, Jr.,
and his associatas are able to wield." On the 18th, iHoover

b
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met with a delegation of several women reporters. ¢Ca the recoxd,

he callad King "a notoriouvs liar™. Hoover's remarl: caused a

sensation. Off the record, Hoover said of King: "He is

the lowest characters in the country'. Later one of these re-

porters apparently asked to cover a proposed meeting botw

Hoover and King. Hoover wrote on the memo reporting the r e4uest
* "I have no appcintment with King and I do not Lntend to make
'.one"(ﬁj

On November 19, 1564, Frederick J. Baumgardner sent a
memo to Sullivan reporting a discussion between Wachtel and
Rustin as to how to respond to Hoover's "liar" statement. The
memo indicated that an investigation was being cenducted to
determine Wachtel’s connection with the communist movement.. In. .
a rather lengthy cbservation, Baumgardner-wrote:(an - el

~"The significant thing involved here
is not that these individuals have
jumped quickly tc King's defense,

but rather that they are seizing the
opportunity, in line with a long-held
comnﬂnls* abjective, to launch a _

. campaign to ocust the D*:e-tor_as hiead .
of the ?bl(?l} ' .

The important thing at this
point ILs to follow this matrer
_clcse*w to determine the degrea
to wnich King follows cheir
advice in regard to issuing the
statement prepared by Wachtel
for we will thern have further
evidence of the extent to which
king is being used by communist
symaptnizers in support of com-
munish objectxves.({l)

-
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King sent haﬁve* a telegram responding ta the Diruzta-’.,
calling him a '"motorious liar". On November 20, it was recoa-
manded that Hoover igncre it. Hoover wrote: "OK. But I can't
understend why we are unable to get the true facts“before the
public. We can't even get our accomplishments publishud, U
arc never taking the 2zgressive but allow liss to ramzin un-
ansuwaercd”. A new 51 page prcfile of King was prepared oa thce
23rd, ©On the same day, Sullivan authorized the State Deporinent
to brief the USTIA sacurity officer about King. The security
officer then w-*q*mstr\:l supporting data so that he could disuurie

JLSTA- €ram oponsering King or a trip through Eurors, SEming Bre

the Hear Eabb.‘ u&llﬂ()ﬂt uppro‘-’\-h dlaSE—Iﬂl’lauang t..l.le maora.lucg.bﬂ. )
'\

CLASSIFIED: SECRET....EXEMPT UNDER (b)(1).....

On movpm\er 27, ;964 Roy Wllk*ns reqLest ed and was
oxanted a meecing with Deloach after Hoover had given a speech
at Loyola University in Chicasgo in which he :efcc"ed to ”camhal
degenerates” in civil rights groups. According o 2 meFEeT ancun

prepared by DeLoach of the meeting, Wilkins asked that the F3I
not ruin King because thac would ruin the civil rigats msvenlni.

SECRET
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- because of color. He gave King scme advice: register Negroc

The memo states that Wilkins said he would try to get Ying to
rctxre. DeLoach wrote that he chastized Wilkins for his com;ents .
bout Heover and the FBI. He said ha warmed Wilkins chat 1f $
Klng wanted a war with the FBI, they had the ammunition hnd would
win. Wilkins was reported as saying he knew King was 2 liar a2nd
had sympathies toward the cemmunist movement. Eoover. aenu a

letter to President Johnson about ‘the moetinﬂ.éf)

.. -

On November 30, permission was given to the Legat in London
to-brief U.S. Ambassadors in Sweden and Denmark about King. Cn
the sams day King asked ®WUX to discuss his five minute accep-
tance szpeectn with .. . OO -+« « = =+« He also said he was
going to ask Andy Young and Harry Wachtel to write a 5 minute
spench ﬂucn(u) - I Ll B :

- -
: Andrbw Yourﬁ ca1led DeLoach on Dpcnmber o . 1904 and re
qnesgpd a2 meeting between King and the Director. Young aaLd
that King wanted to talk about the future and not the past.
‘DeLoach said ke told Young that the "...crusade of defomation
against Mr, Hcover and the FBI... [the] campaign of slander and
defamation against ths Dirsctor ond the FBI..." by King ani.
.his oxganization behird "our® backs, musz be dropped. Isccver
ana King met iu Hoover's oifice -on Decepber 1. Deloach sat in
on the meeting and wrote 5 10 page mémo to Mohr about the maer-
ing, ne and one half pages covered vhat ‘-ng saﬂd' tah Test
covers waat Hoover said. Tails may actuall
tive amounts of conversation. King was cv

k]

ta?king Lo a raporier and £Q %atvy Wachiel

50 minutes. »urmng thﬂ 2eting K_wz sa&d he could mever bhe 2
communist ‘and be referred to his removal of . - - COXDCC) -~ - -
.Heoover covared many subjects, including FRI infiltration of the
Kldﬂ, upgrading of local police, psycheneurotic tendzncies of.

- Gov. Wallace, assignment cof nortne:n agencs- to the Scuth, some
'cases,'Selma, that Aubrev Lewis (a black man) was an agent,
that there were 10 or 11 indian agents and 'Mexican-blcoccded"
agents, and that the Bureau couldn't lower its standards ju

ra
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and educate Negores in certain skills. Hoover said he was 1n
favor of equelity ir schools and restaurants bur against busiag.

He mentioned a shoesihine boy in Florida whem he knew who was a

docter. He told King to advise him of any bias or nrejudice

by an agent. He told King that agents investigate and do not
rovide protection. lle concluded by talking about hew good
agents were with guns u%

On the same day Deloach met wi "h James Farmer at Farmer's
request It was similar to DeLoach‘s meeting with Wilkins.éaa

Hoover 1em011alized a call he had frcm Kgrznabech who
“had inquired about the meeting with King. He told Katzenbach
. that King was a persuasive speaker. Katzenbach-answered by -
‘+ _saying that's all he could say about King. Hoover"told Katzenbach
that King and Abernathy praised the Bureau and that he (Hoover)
. 'had "taken the Eall away from King'" at the beginming of the wmeei-
.ing. Hoover sent a letter to ?res;denL Joﬁnson and descrivad
the meeting as most am*cable.(ﬁy ' LS et :

On the same day, Joseph $izoo of the FBI sent Sullivan
. ~a memo suggesting that selectead Hegro loaders ecoma o Lhe PHL
:-on -the pretext of 1ea-n1ng the facts about what the FII was
doing under the Civil NABW,s statntes, ?hﬁv then would he
tcld of Xing's background in an =£foxrt to have him vemoved.
The Whits Nouse wculd not be advised. Thea sugwsstion appaays
to Be a follew-up to Delcach's meeting with WZ&\‘uS in lazs
..November. .The 1dz; apparent;y amd ao;.ge» DPyond aiix\ AR ang

::i

was not executed i ; R
" on Dehembbr - 1964 the Bureau obaerved pzcsa react;oh
. to -the meetlng A colum1zst who took Hoover's sida was sent a
~letter of appreciation; a TV cormentator who said King had
"turned the other cheek" by seeking the meeting was seat nothing.
On the third, the Bureau was advised by a police officer who
was assigned to protect King in Cincinnati that King had told

© o ACLASSIFED
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him he had no con;zoversy with Hoover: that he did not want to

= become involved in any controversy with Hoover; that he would
be a "“fool! to bLecome so_involved; and that he would, thereuoae,
avoid press conferehces a}

.On December 4, 1964 Wachtel told King that Nelson
Rockefelle* might contribute $250,00 to King and that. Rockefeller
‘bad invited King to lunch. On December 11, Headquarters sent
material to Albany for former SAC Corneljua to brief Rochefeller
about Iing's background. This acticn revealed that rhe Bur
had not changed its attitude about King &s a result of K,.ﬂfr s !
meeti ng nocver.él) ' . x : ;' :

% " "!Also on December é,.l?ﬁ%, Moyers called DaLoach and
said that he and the President felt that an updated 13 page
mono graph on King should be disseminated to approp :xiate govern-
ment officials if it was in the interest of internal security.

It had been sent to the White House about two weeks nvedisuaﬁy ; o
~with a request that Moyers advise whether it should be dissemi- -~
nated. It was sent to Justice, State and Defense Deparcments,
- CIa, USIA, and wmilitary intelligence cfficers om December 7.
,On Deczuber 10, after Hoover approved it .. DeLoach. brmefﬂu e e
- mermtexs of tha Baptist World Alliance abo"t Eiag's ' :
in an effort to ,cr“stall on invitation for ¥ing #o p zx [
the ﬂrcﬂp. DaLeach had given a similar briefing six momihs
sariicr £c the Assceciate Genmeral Sacretary of the ALL
B noovar had iisapﬁroved a proposal to permit the Assscizte
¥ uenera’ Secretary and anotner to 1i te~ to tapes ox nlrg(::J

: , On.December_IO, 1964 wacntel advibed K*na that Attorney
' Genmeral Katzenbach had called Jack Greenberg of the NAACP -
Legal Defense Fund to discuss 'clearing" soms one for the o i
. Fifth Circuit. Xing said he would back whomever druenderg- . <
wanted. Hoover wrote on the memo: "This is shocking™. The e
information was forwarded to the White House and the Acting ;
Attommey Geg:eral.@,]




-gpropasal n term, of a conflict with K_n5~t&; I

o . this Bureau has not yet emerged vic-

g 0 -, SHEN

Also on December 1C, after some internal discussion over
whether the Willard tapes should be complerely transcribed,
Deloach said: "I fully agree that this werk should eventuzlly
be done, particularly if an additional controversy arises with
King. I see mno necessity, however, in this work bzing done

"at the present time inasmuch as the controversy has quieted
down considerably and we are not in need of transcriptions
. yight now., ...hold off... until there is an actual need’.
Hoover wrote: 'I think it should be done while it is f“esh
in the minds of the specially trained agents. "H"., It was done;AI)

On December fourteen, Baumbardner characterized a pro-
poszl by SCLC to pnt pressure on white businesses to support
.a homeroming fer King's return from Norway as: "Sad commentary
on tactics..." On the samé& day Headquaxtars was provided with
a listing of checks drawn on King'’s New York account and the
- SAC in New York was- instructed to uncover.any possible paramour
of Xi c‘s on Long Island. Also on .the l4th Sullivan vroposed

to B nt that letters be sent te the White Housa and the
Acting At torney General in response to an editorial critical
- of Hoover and to & preposal by SCEF to send ietters critical
.of Hoover to the White House. Sullivan characterized the 3CEF

Iﬁ'lS'EV10°nt from the encﬁoseu...' '
that it will be given widespresd cdissem~
ination. This just highlighis what to
me is an indispucable faet aad that is

“torious in its conflict with Mnrtin
Luther K_ng. I think we are deludi
ourselves if we believe that King and
his followers and supporters around the
" - country have run for cover and are not
" attacking the F3I in one way or another.
In view of this situation, realism makes
- it wandatory that we take every prudent
step that we can take to emerge com-
.pletely victorious in this conflict.
'We should not take any ineffective or
halfway measures, nor blind ourselves
to the realities of the situationY(CA

useui.m)biHEn SRR




& oIflifn S 5o |
On Decenber seventeen, Hoover sent a letter to Moyers : Rk
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3e°cccesecssesecoasssccssscsosacssas (b)(?)(C)....‘ :;ppa‘en‘-},w
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cessssssssessssassssss. 0 the nindteenth the monegraph about e
King was sent to the birector of - the National Science Foundation
in an effort to stop them from using SCLC as a recruiter cf
black applicants for southern schools in their scholarship
program. /[y : . o

" On December 21, 1964, NSF's Director, Leland Heworth,
was sent more information about King's personal iife by Hoover.
[ .oacl.(b)(?)(C)anaooootu.-o--o-oc-o.oatcoto-.-c-.ocoontoqg&.

Co——————— soses

On the twenty-rirst, satzendach was aavised oy
. Hoover of an incident which was said to have occurred several
. years before in Memphis during a MNegro Baptist. Convention.

[.......l....‘...‘......-...'..-.(b)(7)(C)..I......‘...l....... ;
e TH 1,1'1:0 rmabion seses
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ZS 1964, Headquarters was advised by Atlenta

O Dece cn:;
of twe conversatiocas invoiving Coretia King, one with Kinz’s
secretarv and one with Andrew Young. They discussed ripyg’s

mental state Lis rarbling conversaticns in New Yook, an atiempted -
fight with Abamnathy in Londen and the Hoover confliat. ‘They :
dibcuu. ed how Klnv m;gat.ac reliieved of some pressures. The
transnission from Atlanta noted: "The above informetion is being
furniished for thes Bureau's information to acquaint thes Jureat
low shaken Dr. King has bacome as a result of recent events
‘and as a further ind cation of an area where h2 may he valnerable
: to fu"‘thar pressures [........-.....-......(b)(?)(C).........

...U‘...O...O.U..I..lll...'.‘.l.......l.‘..t..l"....l.b..'..l..

I‘I..l..lIC.......Ill....'l..l.!.l.....l..t......‘.l....‘.......
" b
C...0‘.0..0...........‘.0.0'.1};‘
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E. Early 1953 65

- Ca January 5, 1965, Atianta advised Headquarters that
Zing was becoming more and more upset, that he blamed the FBI -
and felt his phone was tapped. On the same dgy a report was
made on the previonsly ordered review of Xing's wiritings and
books in an effort to detect possible communist influence.
The conclusion was that there were certain paralilels but no
casual link. On January 6, New York was directed to dis=-
creetly cover King in New York by physical and electronic
survaillance because he might meet a woman there. The memo
indicated, "securicy is paramount” Also on the sixih the
SAC in Atlanta callied the Bureau and reported that the wire-
taps indicated tha: King was very nervous and upset and was
not sléeping well. He believed the Burcau had his“phone

tapped.. King said’a tape and letter which referred to.the. ¥}
R < 5« > 1 (& TR badoee*l}j}w "
o sent to his home and his wife had read tha letter. King 24 ‘.\

satd: "They are out to bresk me'.  The SAC knew nothing of
the tape. King said in a tapped conversation that he neede d
 to talk with Hoover or DeLeach./s, )
L et

- The so-cal led- &)(1)(0- .e o had ac tua 1}' been mailed in

late Movember 1964 by Lish Whitson, a former asgeat who flew
to Flovida az Suliivan's instructions. Sullivan had previcusly
told[. . . (). . ... to kesp the mizrophere tapss togothor.
railiips was told to g:.v- some of the tapes to Joha Matier of
tha. lzb. He now thinks he. . .7 « . (b)f?)(c wEE & E

ke P Py
ee = & ® 8 B og ‘:vnen Mat"” %ﬁ s;ed I...ao— t.-ﬂ-pci‘).’ bs-aa.-— Wad \A.

composite added. Sullivan had [(bI‘I)CC)] get hin non-watemarkod
statidnery. Sullivan took the tapes and the stationery and
later gave [(b)(7)4)] 2 package to deliver to Whitson. The tape
was accompanied by a -letter advising King that ™ *° ° ° °° il
c e e e e DR e e
Apparently King did not listen to the tape unt:.‘ he returned

roz Cslo. liis ":.fe lS oupposed to have L.stenad to it also. @ }

[RCLASSIFED
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On January 6, 1965, Atlanta advised Headquarters and
New VYork that King had been restinz zt 2 housz and enly about
two people lnew about it. While he was sleeping [..(b)(7)(C)..]
fire trucks arrived but there was no fire. Xing beiieved —-
the FEI sent th2 trucks., IHe believed that either the FBT or
the Georgia Dureau of Investigaticn was tapping nis phone. He
sald that Abernathy had received anonymeus calls. He talked
about the tape that had been mailed and wanted Young and
Abernathy to see Hoover. '"They are out to get me, harass me,
break my spirit." He said that they must go te Hoover as _
there just wasn't any privacy. 'WWhat I do is only between me
- end my God,'{ &) . _ . '_ s '

" On January 7, 1955, an internal FBI ‘zemo prgoposed that
letters be sent to the White House and the Acting Attorney
General about King's condition. The memo referred to the taps,
harassment and a forthcoming meeting between King and the Direc-
tog. The lettexs were sent to the White House and the Acting
Attorney General on the eighth but they menticned only Xing's

_ becoming emotionally upset, his use of medication, oo oenyi

......:...;.....................(b)(?)(g)..........::TTTTTTTTTT

= - mms = o e ——
a.c.on.oo.nollvoovvvocooo-ooonaoct-oooooolooaoctonsﬂclcctoao..}

There was no ceation of the taps and harassmant. /g

.

+ 2bout this time, an aide of King's czlled Cougressman
Dizgs and asked for advice about how to deal with Hoover. liggs
suggested seeing Hocver with ministers and telling him that
. 1

the Bureau's harassment of King was immoral. The RBureau unoted
that Pigzs referred to Hoover as '"old man" and "3ig Daddy",

- . and mentioned the existence of Foover's files. Hoover wrote:
"nd I thought DeLoach had commitment from Wilkins and Farmer
that King would cease any further attacks on FBI. Yet King is
spear heading this present agitation against FBI"élJ '

- URUSFED
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January 8, 1965, Young called DeLoach and requested a
weeting with Hoover or DeLoach. It was set for January 11.
DeLoach told Mohr that Youns would ba toid on the eleventh w
that the Diracter was out. He suggested that he andeintaten
.  meet with Young. Hoover approvead. Leinbauch was the origina-
¥ tor of the Lorraine Hotel COINT L°R0 activity. G&!

: on January ? 1965, a report from two NAACP contact
. in M;..TJ:;".".S said '{l"l"' oto-t-oo-c--Ib)(7)(0)-a.ass---cooco.

Clloooloooonootctoooa..oo.t.oooootn.-ooont..ac.toovvo..-.-a.

_..-.......................................................J Thase
“centacts werE Being developed as part of an FBL program, "Lizison
~with Groups Sponsoring 1ntngrat101” On the same day, Huad-

 quarters received a report “of checks drawn on Klng New York

bank in Nbvembﬁr 1964. ﬁ; : N = »

Jaﬁaary 8 1965 Milton Jones of tbe FBI gave Delsach
an Italian mapazmne artlc e about King's trip to Eurcpe. The
article is very racist in tone; the editor of the magazine
had been a Fascist. It was read by Hoover. Jones forwardad
the article with a note: "it appears the article... contains

sexcellent wublic source material for our comtacts in this )
- country wie would be interestad in the true baskground of Mertin
tarthay K‘ing-"@\ ’ : ; - L i il Rl W

Joseph: Zizoo advised Sullivan on Jaauary 8 that he had

euthorized misurs in King's and Young's hotel rcoms in ow York.
On rhe tenth a three paga memorandum wis preparad Srsm the pro-
- ducts of the micrephenes. King, and perhaps Young and Berudss
~Lea, an SCLC aide, discuss phons taps and information the Fureau
“had and how DeLo@ch and Hoover should Fe approached. Some men-
tion was made of Joe Rauh and the Bureasu characterized him as
being associated with communist causes and as being critical
. of the Burecau. The bugs alsc recorded King characterizing the
malling of the tape as, "God's out to get you', and as a wara~
~ing irom God that King had not been iiving up to his responsi-
bilities in relation to the role in which hﬁstor} had cast hinm,

l.l_l_l B8 0 B OO0 O 9-0- TR0 - e-9-0 8488 0.0 0 (}ll(_?) (C) . B = O T S e e o-';'o-—g
——-l-..t._.:_‘_:_.'...!-’..l-&]-‘ {'k\
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On January 11, 1965 Delcach sent Ms hr an extraordinary
memo about his (and Leinbaugh's) meeting wilth Abernathy and
Young. UPeloach said Abernathy could not ‘'cope' and that Young
had to take over the conversation. Both were said to be un-
able to bring themselves to talk directly about King's personal
iife but kept alluding to it. DeLoach took obvious delight
in their discomfort. When Young asked what could be done to
protect SCLC from communist infiltration, DeLoach told him to |
go to HUAC for information because FBI files were confidential.
On at least two other points, Deloach lied to them: he told
Abernathy that SCLC's funds were of no concern to the FBI; and,
he said the FBI had taken no actlon On rumoxrs regarulpg King's
Persoral llfe.(?a . - : . '

_ “on January 12, 1965 ] wn K IVCEY s v s dlscussed a meet-
ing - -oooq'bau attgnded with King and others to talk about
Mississippi. ﬁlso on the twelfth a proposal was made to attempt
i op St. Peter's College from giving KLng an honorary degree.
The i dea wae scrapped tecause the FBI didn't know anyone at

St. Peter's well enocugh, [................(b)(?)(C)..........

R

" {o giwve a speech but not to embarass the Bureau. King na

..I.l......Il..0.'.....ICC.lC.D.‘..l.l..l........ld.l...i.......

'...I‘.'.l."l..lI....'...‘..‘.‘.......‘....‘..‘.....l..l........‘
e

.o.ot..-o.oo..uo.o..oc'..-l !TL‘

On January 19, 1965, ﬂeadqua*ters sent: a memo to Denver
instruccing zgents to cover King's actions while in the 2
assaulted whilez in Seima and there were news phetos of tae
artack. [ visaumoss e v vonswsen st LIIRCFuwsnms wnmwmmemn g
seeevensacil] On January 21, Headquarters told Atlanta to
[..(®)(EC).ceec]. Also on the twenty-£first, Sullivan sent
Belmont a memo of his meeting with Ralph tieGill, Publisher of
the Atlanta Constitution, who had been told by the Bureau about
King's personal lifa., McGill said he was concermed and wanted
to get Kiang our of tha Civil Rights movement. He said he had
been talking with Adlai Stevenson, Bill Meyers, Ralph Bunche
and Harry Ashlnre about it. Hoover sent a letter forward;nﬂ
McCill's views to President Johnson?ﬂ;)

" NGLASSIFED
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«Campaign. On December 7, 1967 the Burean zlerted various f£iald
~ offices and told them tc develop ghetto informants, if they

. DAL T ssepem— ¢ TSR

~ ground in an effort to tone down 'Martin Luther King Day"(ilj_

-t""g'wi \M

On January 25, 1965, Atlanta requested a 96 day extension:
of the misur on King's house. Omn the twenty-sixth, Sizoo advised
Sullivan he had authorized misurs of King for two days at a
hotel in New York because of the pctential for developing intell
gence information.tux

; Sclected memoranda batween February 1965 and December
1967 indicated that the Bureau contifued its campaign to discre
i and newvtralize King. In February 1965 Atlanta was repri-
manded for not forwarding information about King quickly enough
In February the Bureau proposed to seek Cardinal Spellman's hel
in preventing the Davenport, Iowa Catholic Inter-racial Council
from giving King an award. Hoover szid no. But in March, Gov.
Volpe of Massachusetts was briefed by the FBI about King's back-

A (7
I

IR 7 4
7o

F. Early 19567-1968 &

" The primary concerns of the Pureau relating to Dr. King

at this time were his anti-Viet Nam statements and his planned
Washington Spring Project which later bscame the Poor People's

had nene, and to report weekly on plane for the PBrgicet, On
December 20, 1967 an updated mcnograph of King was preparad.s”

B CLASSIFIED: EXEMPT UNBER (b)(1).seeenreennens . A Y

G

____ | o It also referred to King': statements
-about Viet Nam and the Spring Project.(&) 8 T

In December 1967, King was preparing a taped series of
lectures for Canadian radio. The Director imstructed the Legat
in Ottawa to determine who made the arrangemeats, including
financing, for the series. The justification was to find the
souvrce of funds to fimance a "new program... of massive civil
disobedience demonstrations which may result in riots'. The
Director was referring to the Spring Project in which King had
threatened continuing demonstrations until Congress passed a
progran designed to help blackstf&, :

e
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i, Cn January 3, 1968 Attorney General Ramsey Clark turned

) down a Bureau reauest to tap SCLC. In January Semator Robert
Byrd {D-W.Va.) attempted to enlist Deloach's assistance in pre-
paring a speech for Byrd to deliver in Congress to help King ;
meet his "Waterloo" before the Spring Project. DeLoach refused./ Tl
'Other January memos dealt principally with the Project.(u) :

- In February 1268, the Bureau learaned that King had met
- in Washinzton with H. Ralph 3rown and Stokazly Carmichael to ;
discuss the Project.’ King was angry that the two might attempt J
~to foment violence. On February 2CG, 1968, at the request of
- the White House, the Bureau interviewed a former baseball player.
. _The ball player apparently had no respect for King,_qL:.t....._? IeLJrL‘
.‘.O...o.lcl...0.o.onll.(b)(?),(C)..-tooﬂll..ncooouloocton--0-.00. 2

'-h:-_lioccto...i...cv.o-L‘_‘.o.]Jt)ﬁ-) : 3 s ,__.-,..:,.\

; . Hoover approved another updhtlng of Kan's wmonograph,

to be comple*ed by March 14, 1968 so that it could be dissemina--
Led to government officials before the Sprlng Project to remind i
.thenm of "the wholly disreputable character of King". It was - jﬁm
‘also wecommended aﬁd approved to advise the White House and the e
- Attormey General of the involvement of[(b)('!’) @.ovennn oo ]omitinn
;ln the Project te show ''the communist help King 13 zece*v1n~ in
. his proposed ! HWa sh1ngto1 Sorznv Pro;ect" (_) = '

Fh i

\-1 .

On Maxch 20, 19¢8, Poover ﬂnn*c"eﬂ brﬁ_,irg Cardinz

izhop Loxd o‘ washington about thz potential
fe Spring Project and asking them to call for
viclencz, On darch 21, the Director semnt an "Urgant' tele:
" to various field offices reminding them to carry out previo
instructions concerning the Project. On March 25, the Pres
" ‘wac advised by the Buveau that Rebert Kennedy (D-N Y.} had
‘attempted to contact King before he armounced for the Presidency.
" The next day an updated 39 pzge monograph about King was dissemi-
_M';zu"ted and (b)(7) (Cras overheard discussing plams and fund raising
e | uor tHe ?rOJEct (?4 - T,ffh-':- . e EE e w
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On March 28, 1968 Dr. Klﬂg 1ed a march in Femuu*g. in

% support of strik&no sanitaticn workers. Tne march turned
‘violent and King wzs taken by his aides and the police from the
‘area to a Holiday Inn. As a COINTELPRO activity, Hoover approved

o
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sending the follewing information to ‘frzeadly“ news media: %) kﬁﬁz@
- . Martin Luther King injected himself @h“?Vh
into the strike in Memphis,.. and the ﬁn' 2 1W4r.,;
result of King's famous espousal of : A
nonviolence was vandaglsm, ;ootlng and MA““ s
riot. @\ ‘ .. | W"
Previously, King involved himself Jﬁnlf

in this strike, called for a general
strike, and called for a mass march.
Today he led the mass march in an -
automobile at the head of the line.
.Negroes began shouting 'black power'’
and trouble began. King, apparently °
iy .+ . unable or unwilling to control the
: T2l s .~ . marchers, abseanted himself from the
ST '+ . . scene; window breaking and looting =
N --Jf;broke out. G;) : P AR

i FEm“h*s may Oﬂly be the fob elada
" ite the civil strife in our Naticn's
.. ? H Cm‘p... u..Ol C-\

- On March ”9 and 30, 1968 King engag;d in several overheard

., telepnone. Qonv;reations and meetings, "ome_with_[00(1)(cﬂtp_ _

i discuss the dMewphis violence, He was excremely dejected and -

. 'considered his image and the image of nonviolence to have been -

? adversely affected. The press was critical. At firet he con-

~ sidered abardoning Memohis and the Spring P*Ojtct he considered
‘]t'a public fast. Aides feared for his safety if he returmed tc
0 l"et'}’h“'l-:- m trongly urged him to gc forward with his plans,
' teld King he was not respcns‘ble for the violence of ;
; otbecs. Final;;, after a long meeting in Atlanta with his staff o
o, and (D) (7)(€) Ring decided to return to Memphis. G;J S
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On Apri 1 1, 1963, the Bureau advisad the White Hous&)* }_g%) o 4,’2
but not Attorney General Clark, of a tapped discussion batween~7 *¥ &/
(b) (7) (Cind King concerning the Presidential race batueesx Jomnson,

 Kennedy and McCarthy. On April Z, Attorney General Clark turned /X '
.~ dowvn a request to tap SCLC in Atl:nz:a and t.abhz.ngton.'u 7 mjﬁv

The Bureau directed four specific COINTELIRO act:.‘.ri"" es
against Xing in 1263. Most were clearly designed to have 2n
- adverse effect on the Spring Project, part:.cui.arly with respect
~ to fund raising. 'One, of course, ccmcerned Kirg's Staylﬂwm:é{'ﬁ :
the Holiday Inn in Memphls A sy
Lt o b M"lwv:}mw ot bk, M%W e Y At Gnf A il T
: King was assassinated'in I—Iemph:.s on Apnl 4, 1968\ __inpwvn- {20k
[(b)('”(d]cortlm_ed to give advice to Coretta King, Andrew Youn:
and others. The Bureau continued their campaign against King/:
by various periodic briefings designed to thwart declaxring
 Xing's _rthqay a naticnal holiday. {, :

LPW’h Whedd Wame 0t e wld T /Ur_% _—
/‘}W 71/14;14%14 I Iwwﬁ iy we |
me m W rm’f MW > wz

r‘~ ﬂ«»w ﬁc i’Vm /%
ﬂl;%wmf&zj}ﬂ;{ £ aprf~loAt ofs W . FG/ ézmw‘im
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Aez Markin Luther Ring, Jr. Review

the assassinetion

pow |

I recormend against reopenir
2re i

sat aus2 there ia no evidence thet th: Bursau hed any-
st o with the s hnorlhc of Dr. King. Uaile I believe
zbat's-rfouo invesicns of the priva J of Dr. King and manv others

=

W SCCurred as g “ﬂ”ult of the Bureau's ;1v1ty, T do not recom-

¥ mznd chat any acti : be. taken sgainst any individual for the
toliowing reasons: (i) if criminal acts ocnuxrau, the stature
wi iimitations has long since expired; {2} no one has filed &
¢Ivil £uit agaiast the Department or the HLreau, in spite of
mach publiciry ebout the Bureau's agtivities, so no decision
szad be made s to what pesiticn the De epartmant might take;
«{2) mo Bureasu exployee wWho wss a secric o1 ehicf ar highor wha :
weg luvclved with the King case still works for tue Bureau so .
wn Jisciplizmary zctiso meed be takes. () :

e TR &32inst 2 poblic repev: a;o'ﬁw@“z e
e - o T 3 T - < -
e aptointing of a "blue wibbon" howmlt taren Conmitcea

e
'.1:-£al" performed that functiorn and the x
e the reputations of many peonle is toc 5 ﬂat.- I« .
“ul 21y Leceaueua against my report being made pacilc " lrﬁ f B
K WAl b by ) g o, bpirend, (e MH%EW W}we\z};}m 'f’cfﬂn n

It is clear thgt stnps must be taken to charge Puraay i) {Ej

puocedures to prevent anythi ing like this from ever szpeni.g
again, The Departwent was sericusly at fault in not supsr-
vising tha Eqraau. I have certain ideas in mind about necaseawy
copnges that we can discuss but I have not ser *hem out here

s2 I Believe that most, if mot all, are heim 2 considared

= ¢r wore of the study groups and task forces the Attorney

al has cs*ablished.ggJ
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REPORT EXHIDIT
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fnt;oduction _(pp. 1-11) )

The COMINFIL Investigation is Opened: COctober.

12

62 (pp. 12-23)6;l

Concexn in the FBI and the Kénnedy Administration
Over Allegations of Communist Influence in the Civil

Rights Movement Increases, and the FBI Intensifies

the Investigation: October 1962 - October 1963..
Introduction and Summary (pp. 24- 26)@h

“

'Bo

El

Advisors A and B - Januavy v i 1063

~ (pp. 26 -34) 61)

-&llegatlons About Dr.. Kin g During Hearings on ,'
the Public Accommodations Act 2nd the Admini-
stration's Respense: July 1943 (pp. 3'~Q7; (}

The Attorney Genersl Cenmsiders a Wiretap of
‘Pr. King and Rejects uha 4dhu July 1833

' (np. 3." 40) (EA

The Autorney General V01ces Concexrn Over Con-
tinuing FEI Reports about ﬁlng July ~ August
1963 (pp. 41-@4) @:,

The FBI Intensifles lta InvestxgaLlon of Allewea
Communist Influence in the Civil h_oﬂ_a ¥iovement:s
July - SeptembeL 1963 (pp. 45-57) /4 o ame 4

Tr S

ectronic Surv3111ance of ﬁa tin Luther mth and

the SCLC (B _
Introduction and Summa;y {pp. 58-59) -

(b
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B.

. New Negro Leader: . January 196§h{(pp. 9%;96)"9
g . = - \.“ 5 _ o

1. Reasons for the ¥BI* s Mmcrophone Surve*llnnce

» Tue FBI's Lffor
?;Inhraduhtion and Summarv (pv. 81-88 G

' The FBI-Dlssemlnates Lhe Flr5| klnw hona aph"

" The FBI Plans Its Canpa:,pn o] D., SCr“d}_t DI‘. ’\'.1‘[‘10'" F i

- FBI Headquarters Order the Field QOffices to

UNCLASSIFED

Legal Standards Governing the FBI's Duky to
oF

Inform the Justice Department Wl etaps and
Microphones During the Period of the Martinp

Luther King Investigation (pp. 60”62)/ij

Wiretap Su"vexl;enua o; Dr. King and the SCLC
(pp. 63-70) (&

Microphone Surveillance of Dr. FLHE' January‘
1964 - November 190q (pn. 70- ?1)éa

of Dr. King - (pp 71-75) (a.

e

2.3_EV1dcnc Bearlnp on Vnehuer tnh éruovneys
General Au*horircg or Knew About the Nlcro~
phone Survelllance of D*. Klng(gzi ;

a.' Atto*ney Genern# Robert F. Kennedy
~ (pp- 76-80) (G, :

" Attorney General Nicholas des.

i~ Katzezbach ~ (pp..89-85) ("

I“l

T ks C S x e ] - = -
t0 Uiscredit Mariin Lyprhere King:

—amad,

and At torneyIGeneral Robart F. Lunneav Orue o
It nﬁcalled' Oﬂtober 1963 (pp. 89~ 1)9\

o-'

Decembe:. 23, 1963 (ep© 91-94) (,Z

Wllllam Sulllvan.Propqsed a_Plan to Promote a

Intensify Efforts to Discredit King: April - . S §
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E. Steps Taken by the FBI in 1964 to Discredit
Dr. King (p. 1C1) /4,

e |

i. Attempts to Discredit Dr. King with the
White House (pp. 10] ~-102) (ﬁl

M
°

Attempts to DlscredlL Dr. King w1th tbe:_‘
Congress - (pp. 102- 103)6;, -

3. Attempts to Discredit Dr. King w1th
: Unlvnrsmtmes (pp _103 104)/"

_T: Attempts to Dlscredlt‘Dr; Klng w1th
Churches (pp. lOﬁ 100; (:1 '

AttempLs to Dlscredlt Dr, King umth tﬁo ',;'”
~Pope  (pp. 106-107)@“ i

The ‘Attempt to Discredit Dr. King Durlngi
2 His Receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize
f-___”__(pp. 107 110} (G\ : £

~'At*empts fo Plock Dr, King s Pu _lcatLonq "
(pp. 110 1il) é:)

“"Atgewﬁ* to Undmrmlne ine ﬂa_honhl bci?ncc
T

< Dai A <% =

P U1successfu1 FBI . Attemn;s to Loca & Bhngi s
- edal. ImprOprletles (Pp- 112~114) &a :

;?'F.f#”he'\ueatlon &€ Whether Governﬁavt Officials - -« im0 ;
.| .Outside of the FBI VWere Aware of the FBI's RN B
| Bffors to Diseredic Dr. King (e, 1e-Lzsjiu) T 1L ;

o0 _IVI A

The hoovnr-KLng Controversy Becomes Public and a

Truce is Called: April. - December 1864 5?9 ke
Summary (p. 129) (g‘ L1
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T_ﬁ:Z(pp. L54 lba) élﬁ
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irst Steps in the Public Feud: April - November

Firg
1964 (op. 139«13&} £

Tapas are Mailed to Xing: nNovember 21, 1964

(pp. 135-140) Gk,

Attempts by the FRI to "Leak" to Reporters Ta
Recordlngs Fmbarraselno to Ring (pp. 140- L#l)(al

Roy Wilkins of NAACP Meets with DelLoach to
Discuss Allegations Abour King: November 27,
1954 (pp. 1«41 -144) @,

King and Hoover MEet-5 becember 1, 164 (pp. 144-

153 Lo

Civil nghts Leaders Atthnpu o Dissuade the FBI
From Discrediting Xing:" December 1964 - May_196
(pp. 153- -154) @\ . 10 -

1. Farmer - DeLoach daefﬂnv - December 1, 1964

2..‘20Lpo --&bernathv - DEL o
January §, 1955 (pp. 139—15?}
el
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"..3. -Carey - DaLoach Heeting: Hay 19

o s °

(nn. 159-161) (m
FBI P*ocram Avalﬂst KLng(b\lQGS -1968 (p, 162}

e

Major EfForLs 1"c) DlS”redlu Dr. King 1905 1908

(. 162), s\m

1 AtueﬁUlS to Uvscrndlt ﬂr. Xing with Churches
- (pp. 162-164) Qf\
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