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i'lartin Luther Ring, Jr.  

INTRODUCTION  

Pursuant to the direction of November 24, 1975 of the 
Attorney General, a review was undertaken of the files of the 
Department and the FBI that pertain to Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The purpose of the review was to cake a ricrtmmend-JcitIn ns to 
N.-7:.t7g7 -EFirinvesti-ratio 	 ,,qnation 7.7 or- Rimo- 
should 	be reopened. On December 1, you elaborate ou the 
Attorney General's direction and set as goals for 4;he revie 
the answering of two questions: (11) 

1) What action, if any, was undertaken by 
the FBI which had or may have had an 
effect, direct or indirect, on the 
assassination of Martin Luther X1ng? (V) 

2) Uhat action, if any, was undertaken by 
the FBI which hat; or may have had any 
other adverse effect, direct or indirect, 
on Martin Luther King?(u) 

At various times you, Mr. Turner and I participated in the 
review. I saw nothing in the files that I read that 1a4.cates 
any invol7ement of tae FBI in the assasaination ct: Dr. MIng, 
lopwever, there -4es a campaign by the FPT to 	 and to 
nelttralize Dr. *King and to r:move him fro 	le.,d:!rsliin —ole 
in the civil rights movement. There art ,Jany c..::111'ipix:ts of 
7...mpropr FBI al.!tivity that --ere 	 Dr. ain3, 
hia associates and the Southern Christian Lf2,..decahip Confere-nce 
(SCLC), (1..) 
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- 	The 'Zsl..rst step in our review was to find out the extent 

of .the ISsreauls files on Dr. lang, his family, associates and 
relevant organizations. We learned that the relevant files are 
voluminous. For ..-.ample, at FBI Readsuarters the so-called 
security investigation of Dr. in consists of 94 sections or 
volurses, cosTrisies 3967 serials (=emeralds); files on SCLC con-
sist of 106 sections of 3249 serials; files captioned Communist 
Influence in Racial Matters consist of 162 sections of 3767 
serials; files captioned Cosrannist Party, USA - Negro Question 
consict of 49 sections of 2254 serials; files on the assassina-
tion investigation consist.-of 84 sections of 6003 serials; files 
on Mrs. King consist of three sections of 75 serials; files on  
jstelsed pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552(13_17)0a. 	. •  • 	. .  

.)--There are more files on more associates 

47-?/ 

ss Dr. Kins consists of BO sections of 8321 serials; the Msmphis 
sor example, the Atlanta file of the security issvostisation of 

There are more FBI files in the various field offices. 

file of the assassinacion investisation consists of 120 sec- 
-.7%,stic:Is of .1.1493 ses•14s, Ideleted pursuant 'to 5U.S.C. 052(b)(7)(C)] 
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ZN ar ss es7-11t4onsl F7T 	 4ft-1-!4--= 	nue% 
as "subfiles" ,-sus.1 7 y ns-ssclips, end "Issns" files ususlly 
unsanitised memos regarding microphone or to 	surveillance. 
Addisionally, there are 707B files with hundreds 7sste sGetfcns 
in the Department itself which consist primarily of that the 
FBI has provided and which,'therefore, era sanitized and not as 
informative as the FBI's filcs.r9 

Prior to reading any files, we pet with ~toss members 
of the staff of the Church Committee ullo had been working for 
several months on matters relating to Dr. Kisg. They advised 
us that they had found noshing to implicate th Bureau is 
Dr. King's death. As they put it, they hail found "no smoking 
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pistol". Rowever they had found evidence of the Elareau's cam-
paign against Dr. King and, through public tc-,stimany, have 
alrcady publicized that fact. On Monday, March 22, I rear' the 
draft of the Committee's report dealing with this matter: I:4 

vitakfri 	/14:0. A -V-4/44 

401,1Az 	44,4 
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ONCLASSEED 
III. KEY PEOPLE IN THE DErA:ZTMENT 

Cr  JUSTICE. FBI  

AND SCLC  

Robert F. Kennedy was Attorney Gene
ral from January 21, 

1961 to September 3, 1964; Nicholas
 deB. Katzenbach was either 

Acting Attorney General or Attorney
 General from September 4, 

1964 to October 2, 1966; Ramsey
 Clark was either Acting Attorney 

General or Attorney General from Oc
tober 3, 1965 to January 20, 

4- 1969. During this same period,
 the Deputy Attorneys General 

April 13, 1962), Katzenbach 0.1ay 3
, 1962 - February 10, 1965), were Supreme Court Justice Byron R.
 White (January 24, 1961 - 

Clark (February 11, 1965 - March 1,
 1967), and Warren Christopher 

(July 24, 1967 - January 29„, 1969). The Assistant Attorney 

General for Internal Security was D.C. Court of Appeals Judge J. 

Waiter Yeagley. The Assistant Atto
rneys General for Civil Rights 

were Burke Marshall' (1961-1964), J
ohn Doer (1965-1067) and Stephen 

J. Pollak (1967-1969). 

Hoover. The Associate Director was
 Clyde Tolson. Hoover and 

At'all relevant times the FBI was h
eaded by J. Edgar 

Tolson are both dead. The Assistan
t to the Director, responsi-

ble for all investigative matters d
uring this period, was Alan 
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During this period the Bureau had s
everal operating divi-

wero headed by an Assistant Directo
r and a deputy 

celled a 	one =an. Cart  h- naLoach w
es assietant directo;: 

in charge of the Crime Records D
ivision. His Nur.ber one man was 

11E. Wick. DeLoach has retired and
 has a corporate joh. In 

addition to records work this divis
ion handled congressional 

liaison, White House contacts, publ
ic informaceon and press re-

lations. During the Kennedy Admini
stration the principal con-

tact for the Bureau and the Attorne
y General was Assistant 

Director Courtney EvanstA) 
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The major operating division on this matter 

Domestic Intellif;ence Division head by Assiste.nt 
William C. .:-;ullivan :Lnd number one man Joseph A. Sizoo. 

• . . [ deleted 'pursuant to (b) (7) (C) . 	 
tired . . 	. . . . 	, 	. _ 	. 	The sections in 
this division :that were involved are the Subversive Control 
Section, which focused on individual. sezurity subjects and the 
Internal Security Section which focused on organizations and 
certain key individuals. This section, for example, handled 
the Smith Act prosecutions. 1rien the bureau first started its 
coverage of Dr. aPing, it was handled in Subversive Control; 
when the investiga:ton was intensified it was transferred to 
Internal Seaurity(Tai 

The Subversive Control Section was headed by James 
Bland whose number one man was Paul Cox. Both are now retired. 
The Intornsl Security Section was headed by Fred J. Baumgardner, 
assisted first by Dick Corman and later by Charles Brennan. 
Baumgardner is retired, . . . [deleted pursuant to_jb)(7)(C)] 
	  Corman and-BreEian-WiFE-b-RPH-r-aired. Within 

that section the ang case was handled initially by William 

e 
F=C11tc : 21 	1 Y. j 

deleted 
C) unit chief   

The SCLC was headed by Dr. Kin;. His principal ass.-,clates 
in SCLC inciuded Rev_ Ralph Absrm.tthy, Con;an. AnUrcw 7.0ms 
and Congressman Waiter Fauntroy I.  _ _ 	(b) (7) (C) 	  

.e/  Sullivan was later fired and ....... 	. . 
Sizoo has re- 
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IV. INVESTIGA.TION OF MARTIN LUTHER XING'S DEATH 

BY THH FBI 

A. Adequacy of the Investieation  

My reading of the assassination investigation leads me 

to conclude that the Bureau's investigation was comprehensive, 

thorouh and professional. Every conceivable lead seems to 

have beeie pursued. Great numbers of persons who were known to 

dislike blacks were checked out as suspects. All Bureau field 

offices were put on alert to participate in the investigation 

and each SAC was held personally responsible for seeing that 

leads in his area were rundown. I have talked with three 

attorneys who at various times, had responsibility for moni-

toring the lr.vesti;;ation and all are satisfied that the FBI 

had nothing to do with Martin Luther Xing's assassination. (Ci..,) 

B. Indications of Bureau Involvement in the 
Assassination  

There are none with the exception of the COINTELPRO 

activity of proposing that a blind memorandum be sent to a 

J'ei.eiephia paper to eiabarraee icing into meving ieco che Ierraina 

Hotel where he was shot. That has been investigated previoueey 

an'e its purpose is subject to a different interpretation, dis-

eneecd belc.w(CA4 

Evidence exists that the FBI was net involved in Xine'e 

aesassination. On April 2, 1963 Attorney General Ramsey 
turned down an FBI request to tape the telephones of SCLC in 

Atlanta and Washington to learn about plans for the Poor 

People's Campaign. This request indicates that the FBI expected 

no change in SCLC's (and King's) plans. The attempt to dis-

credit King by planting an embarrassing story in the Memphis 

papers indicates a continuation of the Bureau's campaign against 

lane. Logic eeegests that the last thing J. Edgar Hoover wanted 

was to make King a martyr, thereby enhancing his Image, This 

runs counter to years of effort by the FBI to discredit and 

neutralize 'King. Finally, the investigation was so massive and 
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ASSITIO uih. • 
intense that FBI involvement was likely to be discovered, un-

less one believes that virtually the entire tureau was corrupted
 -

which I do not.4-) 

Finally, even to the present time -se investigate allega-

tions that persons other than James Earl Ralr may have assassinat
ed 

Xing. None of these recent investigations have uncovered any 

facts which indicate that someone other than Ray was involved.
)  
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V. 	RI's CAHPATCN TO DISVIEDTT OR NEUTRALIZE 

-?,54 RTIN I.UT747'7  V.TC, JR • 

fj 	1 will set out in a chronological narrative the FBI's  
interest in, and investigation of, Dr. King. It began a 
security ;.nvescigation co determine wbether he was a communist 
and the extent of cornraunist influence pa him. It was corrupted 
internally by the FBI and largely became an effort to find out 
facts eiltbar.zassing to Nina ' . +ignt e use■ t.o 
from a leadership r. in the civil rights movement. The 
attached Report E-4 ibit should be read in conjunction with this 
narrat:Lve as an aid in recognizing peaks and valleys in the ' 
Bureau's cainpaign against Dr. King. (C) 

Aid+ Simi> 
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In February 1961 King wrote an article in the Nn.tion 

regarding the dearth of black federal agents, including F6I 

agents. The thrust of the arricie appears to have been an 

appeal to Prer..ident Kennedy to issue an Executive Order inte
-

grating federal law enforcement agencies. In Uovember A::Tan
ta 

advised Headquarters that there was no information on which 
to 

base a security matter inquiry of King.(74 

B..._ • 

CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET _ 

[exempt- 5 USC §552(b)(1)] 
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Hoover also sent a memo to the SACs in Atlanta and New 

York on February 27, 1962, It instructed them to review the
ir 

files and to prepare a report suitable for dissemination whi
ch 

TOP SECRET 
1,, 



- 10- 
L. L. 

should include all information of a security nature, plus 
complete background data, or King. No cpan investigat ion was 
to be conducted and all inquiries ware ECT-Ea limited to esta-
blished sources. The review was ordered, accofding to Hoover, 
because of widespread use of King's name by communist front 
groups and because of King's constant association with Con....--u-
fist Percy meinbers(C) 

CLASSIFIED: SECRET 

EXEMPT 5 USC §552(b)(1) 

SECRET_ EXEMPT:.  5 1TSC §552(b) (1) 
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In April, the Atlanta office.of t he ,z37 submitted a 

37 page monograph on Dr. Kin which inc111Aed a statement that 
information obtained during a three year neriod ending in 
September 1961 indicated no communist iatlnance on King or 
SCLC. On Nay 10, FBI Headquarters advised the SAC in Atlanta 
that his conclusion was not consistent with facts mentioned 
elsewhere in the monograph and instructed him to delete that 
conclusion from the monograph. The next day, Hoover placed 

King in Section A of the Reserve Index, labeled Communist. 

CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET 

EXEMPT PURSUANT.TO S USC §552(b)(1) 
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In June 1962 the SAC 	New  York sent—memoranda to 

ttc '21.1rztz. reporting that King nnd[(b)(7)(Clad mot nrd 
[(b)(7)(c) .. 	  

Cie speculated about whether the Attorney General might be able 

LO [ (b)(7)(c)• • • •.• •. ...... OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO „• • • • • • • •,.• • • OOOO 
This .po4nts up an lnconsisL.ency in 

	1 In others he was cited as part of the proof of 
(0)(7)(c) 	 ] The Bureau cis° 

reported King's reaction to stories that [ (b)(7)(C) 	 

NiAttiwit 	L 	14,14,41  cp4.4,4,7  -110 
4%. (Li  aoludt i211,40. 	a,„ti tAhl. Sul 

414-10, 
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the attitude of the Bureau concerning LOIX/Xcl.Cri one hand, 
COBV)a)],was referred to in some Bureau memos as1(b)(7)(c)... 
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Ne.reportedly stated, "No matter what a man wa
s, if he could 

stand up now and say he is not connected, then
 as far as I 

am concerned, he is eligible to work for me."
 in October 

1962, articles appeared in the Augusta, Georg
ia Chronicle, 

the St, Louis Globe Democrat end other papers 
exposing 

1(b)(7)(C) 	 1 SCLC connections. The Bureau acv s that
 

the article was the result of a COINTELPRO a
ctin' . The recom- 

mended action was to send public source info 
	Ion to friendly 

media in these southern sta es w c. 	
ties that 7Ing* 

had announced would be targets of efforts a
t integration.104( (7 

resigned in November from SCLC.00 714,44 	01,_ 14% frfr 11-4 

In October 1952, the FBI began its security in
vestigation 

of King. 62) 	 "at korA444-4- f FdlCia€4 ro414.4i 414-  
AMit- 044k. tf64° VP% 	0444 	"JeCkt /1/ ilti-P44/'"ft4t " 	Lrf 

(14 7. 	0.44 444r-P-04/-1144 

CLASSIFIED: -SECRET 

EXEMPT- 5 USC §552(b)(1) 

In late 1962 King publicly criticized the ur
ea by 

stating that agents in thp South were southern
 born rand unsvm-

patfhetic to the civil rights movement and, th
erefore, unable 

to protect Negroes or to investigate their cla
ims of police 

brutality. 	IF 1444 il IA itA/14141 iytt A. 14 1.4 

htywyroil—AN  0 4,1  &t in- Oh.  ik Ut/iq)  " W11410 	i s  io. 
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CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET....EXENPT- 5 USC $552(b)(1) 

"CS) 

II% July Attorney General Kennedy r--;vzd 
t":7:e Direct= reporting a rcauest from Senator Nonroney 
ft.= in.:iormation ccnceraita zaeial agitation and coauileaisc in-
J:.uence im racini matters. (Sanator Ma;nuaon (D-Was:a.) made 
a similar inquiry a few days later). The Senator's request was 
apparently prompted by testimony by Gov. Ross Barnett of Missis-
sippi against an administration public accommodations bill. 
Barnett had raised the question of communist influence. Two 
days later Gov. Wallace of Alabana testifiad in similar fashion. 

TOP SECRET 
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)mpor  

to the Attorney General stated that the 4mt-1'vz 

Conanunist Party was not able to assume a leader hip role in "1"frr■ d f g1.44.1 

racial unrest at that time but hoped to =pipit the situation 

[deleted pursuant_ to._(0 (7)(0_ 	) 

On July 16, 1963, Attorney General Kennedy apparently 
initiated a discussion with his FBI liaison, Courtney Evans,  
concerning the Zeasibility of electronic surveillance on 
Dr. King because of possible communist influence on King. . 
Evans disccuraed the Attorney General, weighing the risk of 
public disclosure against the difficulty of electronically 
surveilling King who moved about the country so much but 
stating that a feasibility.study could be done. After tine 
Atlanta office reported that electronic surveillance was 
feasible and secure, the Bureau prepared the necessary 
authorization papers for a tesur on King's resident or at 
any future address to which he may move, and for a tesur on 
SCLC or any future address to which it may move, and sent 
them to the Attorney General on July 23. On July 25, the 
Attorney General declined, believing it to be ill advised. 

On July 17, 1953, President Kennedy answered a vas-
, ti on at a press conference to the effect that there was no 
evidence that civil rights demonstrations were communist 
inspired. It was in this same month Chat the FBI opened 
an investigntive file called "CnmTunist Influence tin L,ani -̀i 

Matters". On Jnly 18, the Direetnr sent a man  tn nil SAns 

4-4-----"ng them to be alert to nay infernacicn cencerning 

si,ch influence. The Atto,-nce Gan=al saizl in an17 that the 

FBI had no evidence that any civil rights leaders were con-
trolled by Communists. Letters similar in tone were sent to 
Senators Magnuson and Monroney on July 23, On July 29, 
Hoover sent the Attorney General an 18 page memorandum cap-
tioned; "Martin Luther King: Affiliation with the Conmainist 

Rovement". deleted_ pursuant to (b),(1_). 	CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET 
	  J The Attorney General was upset, n  

particularly in view of his recent public statements. lie IGhL,  

,N‘wfs 	 fivtrt tub tr-061/ 	P‘t 
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bzzlic7cd that caztain people .0,31.1 fu,l hi oas protecting King. 

He si!nt Cnu MekV,0 t)uck to pha 73f 	 cuentati n 
.allc;;atioas about Kinl. 1 _ I CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET 	  

EX.E1PT- 5 use (b)(1) 	  

CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET-  EXE:[PT-  (b)(1) 

(TS) 
Also in August 1953, thc Tdeleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C) 

. 	  A conversation bZ7wnt king 
:tad act ci:la12-of-SCIX-7.:::::::,ThilEiheard as a result of a i.:esur 

on • ..a,,y-txt) • • • homa which Attorney General Kennedy had 
authorized in July at the sure time he had refused authorizing 
on Kin!,•; [deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C) -Jr 

Theii a 
Department. rn the sane month,  

satien 'retween(OM:) and C=don Has1:011 of the ACLU that the 
Attorney General or Edward P.. Nurrow, then head of the USIA. 

P5zht g4v,.  K4-13 lnard 017: b-half of th ACLU. 'a an 	  

to praw,nt the l'esen:-..Itioe, Darrott; ,fas sent a S7COET lector 
adv!,sing 'atm that Haskc;11 ai be=r, elected chairmau tZ 

Indapzad=nt Socialist Lua;ue about s year:; 

It was also in August 1963 that the Domestic Tatalli-
gence Division of the FBI, head,ed by Willy Sullivan prepared 

a memorandum analyzing the coununist party's efforts to er.ploit 
Negroes. The mermr:andum concluded that the nifort vas largely 
unE:uccessful -cut should be closely watched. It stat,ld that the 
Cot:al:mist Party re;;arded nrig as the most likely vehicle 	ough 
which it could achieve its goals. It contained no iler informa-
tion about King and did not colIclude that he was a comunistick.) 

TOP SECRET 
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Hoover rejected the memo with a sarcastic reminder that the 
same FBI personnel had once said the same thing about Castro. 
Sullivan apologized saying the Director was right and is and 
others ware wrong. Sullivan called King the most dangerous 
Negro in the country from the standpoint of c=munism, the 
Negro an national security. The memo disclosed that five 
people were working full time at Headquarters on the Negro-
communist influence- question 

c,.̀a 
Z 	In September the substance of more overheard converse- 
51,1-lions were reported to the Attorney General. It appears that 

I 
b,4*-a.t this time King had stopped talking  directly with coe00 4 qr` 

-- -0 4 because of the pressure from the Kennedy administration. 
1.1'...a :,4,3  However, indications are that King communicated with 0007)421 .1--.E.  
czt.,• _: . ..(k)eWLI who had now become counsel to King. , Indeed, 
3-- eE.King asked ..a000a) this time if his "friend", . ..ownocc, .. 
i'll  *ID understood why King had not called him. King said he wan tea ....14 * to wait until the civil rights debate was over. The Attorney 

	

.... 	— 
Z)4General was advised that (0410) was overheard talking with King, 

	

go 	.- • 

	

-"C. 	LikADoeta and [E6) 	various matters including the aiming- 
1 
. 7-, ham bombing, a replacement foram-ow. making money from a 

.> irecord o-c. KIng's sp.leches and a fortnes=ng toet of 1::-7..; 1  .45i;f' L.L. 
,..  

--.4  — 	In Septe:7:iter fluregm Hearlve,-*e,-s 4nctructeol i-s field 
of ices in At 	and New York to do a feasibility study en . t 

IN4Nmil technicalsurveillanee on King and SCLC in bon. eitif:s, citing 

OA 	[ deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C)  -- - i 	Oa September 16, 
es thelr justificLoion not. only alleged communist influenc•?. 

Sullivan proposed increased coviiEfie of tl,e Cotmunist Party's 
efforts to influence Negroes. Hoover rejected the proposal 
sarcastically saying  that it would be a waste of resources in 
view of the earlier memo of Sullivan's Division. On September 
25, Sullivan apologized again and renewed his proposal for 

. intensified coverage. Hoover approved the proposal on October 
1, 1963.6-) 
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(42  ' On October 10, 1963 Attorney General Kennedy approved 
the rer!ueat on a trial basis (he also approved a tesur on SCLC 
in z;;;- York city at the same tire; on October 21, he approved 
on2 on SCLC in Atlanta) saving to continue it if productive 
result:: and asking to be .advised if pertinent information de-
veloped on coTmunist connections. Attorney General Kennedy 
had e:cprossed concern about a tap on King's home atom a secu-
rity standpoint, He told Evans, "the last thing we could 
afford to have would be a discovery of a wiretap on King's 
residence". After receiing Evans' assurance of security, 
Kennedy said that he recognized the importance of coverage if 
subscaatial information was to be developed about the relation-
ship between King and the Ccx=unist PF-rty. Although the file 
1.-..!:1.zats the coverage was to be evaluated after 30 days because 
of Kennedy's uncertainty about it, there is no record that the 
_..beau ever vent heck to `t e. Attorney General for approval or 

Rennc..dy inaLin!d about the results. HoweIrer b3s brother 
was assassinated soon after the 30 day evaluation was corn-
niAted. The evalwatinn T-as ;_nte-nal and it reol.:1=cd in o 9C 
day outensi.on, largely because of info-mation obtained that 
had nothing to do with communist influence, for example, - 
(deleted-(b)(7)(C),..iSCLC finances and King's travel prkTs..) j 

Bureau records indicate that seven wiretaps and sixteen Gam' jI 
microphones were used against King or SCLC over a two year 

' period 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Wiretap Surveillance of Dr. Kira; avid the SCLC 

Discontinued 

4/30/55 
. 9/8/64 

4/26/64 
7/9/64 

8/27/64 
6/21/66 
1/24/64 
7/31/64 
• 60  

Micronhone Surveillance of Dr. King: Jan. 64-Nov. 65 

Location 	 Installed  

Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C. 	1/5/64 
.Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee 	 1/27/64 
(Hilton Hawaiian Village. Honolulu 	2/18/64 
' Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles 	 2/20/54 
Hyatt House, Los Angeles 	 2/22/54 
Sratler Hotel, Detroit 	 3/19/64 
S 	 4/2/6enator Motel, Sacramento 	 3A 
Hyatt Nouse Motel, Los Angeles 

mger Hotel, Savannah 	
7/7/64 

.9/28/54 
Pa   Sheraton, Nsw York 	 ' :x/31 G5 
Americana Hotel, New York 	 1/28/65 
Park Sheraton, New York 	 3/29/65 
Sheraton Atlantic, New York 	 5/12/65 
Astor Hotel, New York 10/14/65 
New York Hilton, New York  10/28/65 
Americana Hotel, New York 	 11/29/65 (- 

( À l 

iti 

	 ITCLASSIFIED 

L'?211ti-1a Installed 

King's home 11/8/63 
New York City apartment 8/14/64 
Hyatt House, Los Angeles 4/24/64 
Hyatt Nouse, Los Angeles 7/7/64 
Claridge Hotel, 
Atlantic City 8/22/64 
SCLC, Atlanta 11/8/63 
SCLC, New York 10/24/63 

•- 7/31/64 

• 
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In Oc°-",..r the Attorney General was advised that King 
and 000v14;ain discussed a replacement for OWfWi and thee 
00C0'4) sad he would discuss it with Kirg's "friend". Kenc&edy 
was nico advised that King had received a telegram from a 
Russian poet. 

In October the Bureau sent to various government offi-
cials a monograph captioned: ommuniom and the Negro Movement-- 
a Current Analysis. It concerned King primarily and contained 
unfavorable references to him, including  Personal conduct un-
related to any association with the Co=munist Party. The 
Zurcau knew it wou.::d upset th2 Attorney General. It did. lie 
ordered all copies recovered. They wera.M 

-5-1' 

4- 

 
In November the Bureau had the tesurs in pL-..ce at King's 

home and at SCLC Headquarters and they ben to everhear Kinz, 
-. 	talking [ 	 (b)(7)(C) 	 l 

--) and recounting pu!,t meet.Lngs. They also overheard conversations Z7  -4 between King and Cb)CM) about a forthcoming  book and a meeting  
-a-, in rew York with ...(b)C1X0 • - • • • (photographs were taken 

A  _ 	showing  King, - •WC1)(0 • • 
•
• •

•
• together in New York) and about 

a fund ra.Laing party for King. r- CLASSIFIED: SECRET 	 
LAr.;:17-(b)(1) 	  5) )7 ..-- - 
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Returning to December 1963 the Bureau learned through 
one of the taps that King was going to ;a2:tt with President 
Jollnr.on. Hoover approved sending to th:$. White House the mono-
graph about King that had been orevlously disseminated but re-
c:-.11cd by Attorney Gcneral Kennedy. Hoover did not advise the 
Aztorncy Ccneral of his intention. In fact, for some ti ms 
lrter President Kennedy's essat.sination, Hoover cemmuniczted 
•iirecrly with the White House and did not always inform the 
Attorney General of what he was doing fL,.) 

$* 

S 

TOP SECRET 
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Also in December, presumably sensing an opportunity 
because of a new President to beccme more aggressive in their 
effort to discredit Xing, the Bureau had a one day conference 
at -Headquarters to explore the communist influence in racial 
rAtters end to "discuss avenues of approach to exposing King's 
unholy alliance with the CPUSA". A 21 item working paper was 

141  prepared in advance cf the meeting. Sullivan characterized 	41  
King as a "dupe of the communists but also a man of low char-
acter". Sullivan prepared a memorandum for his superiors re-
porting the results of the December 23 meeting. The meeting 
was attended by two agents from Atlanta, Sullivan and four 
other men from Headquarters. Sullivan reported that the meet-
ing pointed up the need for further information on six points. 
your dealt with SCLC, its money and its personnel. The other 
two dealt specifically with King and his personal life. Sullivan 
stated, "ye will, at the proper time when it can be done with-
out embarassment to the Lureau, expose King as an immoral 
opportunist who is not a sincere person but is exploiting the 
racial situation for personal gain... [We] will expose Xing 
for the clerical fraud and Marxist he is at the first oppor-
tunity". It was agreed to continue the security investizecion 
of King for ninety days and to give the case priority attention fill 

D. 1964 

In January 1964 King was named "Man of the Year" 	Time 
Magazine. On a UPI press riease announcing the selection, 
Hoover wrote: "They had to dig deep in the garbage to come np 
with this one". On January 8, 1964 a memo was prepared by 
Sullivan recommending getting King off of his pedestal and re-) 
placing him with another of the Bureau's choosing. The idea 
was endorsed by Hoover. Headquarters told its Atlanta office 
to start sending daily memos about King. In a follow up to 
the December 23, 1963 meeting the Bureau began a review of 
the tax returns for the previous 5 years of King, SCLC and the 
Gandhi Society; the Director instructed Atlanta to seek infor-
mation of adverse views of King or SCLC from within the Negro 
movement, stating these would be good four counterintelligence;(u) 

IR UNCLASSIFIED 
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the Director instructed New York to stay alert for ta% evasion 

imformation on King or his organizations and to pro-.ide inlarra-

tion of any effort to utilize the media to enhance King's image. 

obviously, these instructions pertained to information that 

mi,Pht be obtained through tesurs and misursiLt) Si-til -n4rniArn iislAid  - ,  
‘.. 

The first microphone surveillances of King occurred in 
January 1964 at the Willard Hotel. An eight page summary of 

the tape as prepared and delivered to Walter Jenkins of the 

White House staff. [deleted pursuant to (b) (7) (C) 

e 

	 ] cover rejectc 

a 1-ecsmmEihdation—tlmt th7!--Attorney General get a copy. Sullivan 

pointed out that Kennedy might reprimand King, thereby fore- 

' 24:Arkt.' 
On January 27, 1964 Sullivan approved another misur at 	 -, - 

a Milwaukee hotel. The recommending memo pointed - out that be-  7 

,•.--a=2 7.1elice would be varby: [ deleted pursuant to (b) (7) (C) --'' 	
.--, 

 . 	. 

	  I 

 

	

4. .4on u share aleconjecture - 	  

. 	. 	. 

- 	   

------------------------- 	
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I 	
12134■Kil '. if,vorte,r-.• 

The Attorney General was advised that King met in Ntivy 
• Yr- 1:.:witt...111100)(0.... 	and others in January. Also in Jsaue: 
[(b)(7)(aa overheard calling King a "sucker", "ignorant

", 

"inerl)erienced", a "bad writer"  and 'without business sense".44 

closing the possibility of developing similar information. 

Sullivan said it was important to have such information in order 

to completely discredit King as a leader of the Negro neopl':.1. 
Ia briefing Jenhin-s, Cartha DeLoach acknowledged thaz the Direc-
tor wanted additional information prior to discustng it with 
certain friends-meaning, .among others, the media. ) 

_ 

On January 17, 1954 Headquarters approved discontinuance 

of the coverage at SCLC in New York because of the office's 
inactivity. Coverage was to be reconsidered if the office be-
came active. Hoover testified before the House Appropriations 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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CDm-littee in January and made some off-Line-record remarks about 
Kin?: and the co:y.o%unist influence in t:1- racial movement, which 
caused a public furor when they were discussed in n Josaph Alsop 
aewspaper column in April.CtA) 

CLASSIFIED: SECRET 	EXEMPT- (b)(1) 

v(44104:1  
• a• 

in a memo to the Atlanta 

InttruCtilic-Ataanta to Si alert to [ -( 	 
intellience purposes. He indicated 
it and welcomed suggestions as to how 

• 

On February 13, 1954, Assistant Attorney General Eurk.a 
Marshall sent files to the White House concerning King,[(b)(7)(C)] 

SECRET 
t I 

(;) 
On February 12, 19U. the Director 

office, raferred to a conversation in 
to.(b)(7)(C) 	 

which[ deletedPursuant 
] Hoover 

b)(7)(C)...:Ifor counter- 
-__ 

e wanted to capitalize on 
it could be doae.64 

• 



• t 	• 	• 
..(b)(7)(0,.. ate ma e pa _c 	reference to a September 1963 
memo he sent to the Director concerning his, Marshall's, con-
versation with King in which he provided King with specific 
information about[...(b)(7)(C) 	] 	Marshall wanted President 
Johnson to know of King's baC.,:. r,round. Ha did not know that 
the Bureau had been providing the White House with such infor-
mation. DeLoach sent Hoover a memorandum about Marshall's 
letter and a meeting DeLoach had with Bill Moyers and Walter 
Jenkins about the.letter: He reported th.at the White House 
mistrusted Attorney General Kennedy's motives in providing the 
files, Personal marginalia written on the memo by Hoover in-
dicates his dislike of Marshall and Deputy Attorney General 
Katzenbach.6).) 

In response to infor6ation about a rumored plot to 
assassinate King, Headquarters sent Atlanta a memo,on the 
eighteenth stating that the Bureau was to be advised promptly 
of infomation concerning violence to be directed against King. 
Finally in February the Director advised the New York and 
Atlanta offices to gather all previous references to King's 
forthcoming book and put them in one memorandum so that the 
Bureau could take some action in counterintelligence or other- 

"tc, disclfalt Ring ur ochen.4ise neutralize his effective-
ness because of communist influence on him. "& 

Ring met cn February 29 withr...(b)(7)()....] in Veu 
York City,(9 

When King want to Hawaii in February„ agents from San 
Francisco were sent to the island to install microphones in 
his hotel. Sullivan justified the installation as an attempt 
to obtain facts about King'[..(b)(7)(C).k.o that 	might be 
used against him.(a) 

In March 1964, conversations continued to be intercepted 
and reported. Also in 'March King was approached by two people 
in government: one was an invitation from Sargent Shriver to 
consult on a poverty study being done by 0E0; the other was a 

UNCI.ASSIFIE1J 
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discussion with a member of the State Department (friend of 

the Kennedy's) about King's participating in a civil rights 
memorial for President Kennedy. Among the comments on the 
Bureau memo about these contacts were that it was shocking, 
in view of Attorney General and White House knowledge of King's 

Communist Party connections, that is was disturbing, particu-
larly because King was "...an individual so fraught with evil. 

On March 4, it was recommended to Sullivan and approved 

by Hoover that the Attorney General be given the results of 
the Willard Hotel nisur and more recent misurs in Hawaii and 

Los Angeles, Evans• was to tell the Attorney General that King 
shouldn't be told of the information. He was provided the 
information now because Berl Bernhard was scheduled to inter-

view King in connection with a possible memorial t4) President 
Kennedy and it was thought that the Attorney General might 
cancel the interview. The Wh'te House was also provided with Wt! 

 the more recent information. Ln) • ....„-,---------" LA44,10 keWl.i%). S # G ?" 
On March 9, 1964 (b)t OCn) met with King in Atlanta. In 

March, the Bureau proposed and carried out several significant 
actions against Ying. They installed a misnn ea =.1n114-.--n's 

authorization in a Detroit hotel where King was staying. After 

lezreing that M--qu.. -,. "niv,--s4ty ,::as going to  ..wa-d l'4ng an 

honorary degree, Hoover approved having the SAC in Milwaukee 
give the Chancellor of the University a monograph about King 
that cited his communist party connections and referred to his 	2 

beine5757317T0,70a677577qa71773previousiy honored 	
• 

Hoover and the Bureau memo that recommended this action thougt 

it was "shocking" that the University would also honor Kingru) -k, 

(b)(1)(c) -.• -, whom Xing was considering adding to his 

staff, attended a party in New York at the Soviet Mission. As 
a counterintelligence activity, the FBI provided the New York 

Daily News with this information for a news article which was 
published. The Director turned down a request of Representa-

tive Smith of Virginia for information about...C . • - • 

kt 	uc  dc's 	44c 04)  

tt Imv41s/10 vht-vb  
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wqth the notation, "not now". King was photographed by the FBI 
Loy Angeles with an aide and 

(.1)  

CLASSIFIED: SECRET....EXE2{PT- 5 USC 1552(b)(1) 

In April 1964, Detoach briefed senator Saltonstall (Mass.) 
nnd s::,i113field College Pr.esident Glenn Olds (now President 
of 	State University) about King in an nusuccensfui effort 
to pr.:.vent tha awarding of an honorary degree. Also in April 
Joseph Also!) pub1i.:;h2d the article concerning King, cc=unist 
connections, and Hoover's January testimony concerning ccmmunist 
Lufinence on racial matters. King responded by criticizing the 
aureaul o concern with communism and not with racial problems (a4 
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