i'on O'Dell.OL)

' his nzme appeared, Hoover asked, '"What do we know about Lee

i .__Of [.c TEREX] (b) (7) (C) sadas sy l] 'LIe Shol_‘l_lfj bl‘?, alert to ﬁ'\_‘!‘:rl' Sj'{:!vi_a_-
¢ tilon which might merit exzploitation by the Bureaw at the
Cotime..." Sienificantiy, howavew, on the eleveath, Haadguartars

e~ T

SO BEeRa

moveneni by saying that the Bureau should be more concerned witk
such things as beombings against black pcople. Also in May, the
Director congratulated the Atlania office for some investiganive
work that appearcd to indicatel (b)(7)(B)d prepared a letter for
King in February. Headquarters considered tnis 2 most importaat
development whick showed continuing ties between (b)(7)Cand King,
On May 18, Headquartexs told Mew York to update their iaformation

P

-

r

In June 1964, a lNew York attormey, KHarry Wachtel, seeus
to have become an advisor to King. Ia the White House, Lee
White, later to become Chairman of the Federal Power Commission,
had become the liaison with King and civil rights groups. When

White?" He was provided with background informatien that same
day. On June 3 and &4, 1984 the White House and the Attermey
General respectively were given double or tripel hearsay infor-
mation about [.....(B)(7)(C)eccceecccecccrcnscscacasaseonssoonnnns
cesesccveses] 0N JuUne B, HeadqUaTTErs sent another memo Lo
varicus Zisld offices reminding them to be "...extremaly alert

to sny and all information avsilable bearing upon the matter

seat & neao to fisld offices in Jacksonwville (St. Augustine
was ths scene of civii rights demoastratisas at thab Liue
3

ki Yt o s-A.ﬁ‘ﬂ.‘..') 3
Atianta ané New York cuphasizing the necessity of advising L

He 0

1ife. The memo indicated it would be embarassing to the Bursau
if there were claims of inaction or delay concerning such threatgiu)

- 4
7

On June 12, 1964 Sullivan preparcd a memo for Alam Belmont,
telling of Sullivan's meeting with a Dz. Espy, the General Secre-
tary of the National Council of Churches of Christ. Dx. Espy
wantad to know of King's communist ties. Sullivan toldé him of
that and of King's personal life. In the memo, Sullivan wrote,

Uy think that we have sowed an idea here which may do some gdod.TLJ

T I
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In July, an internal Bursau memc justified the contin-
uarce of tesurs praevisusly cuthorized on King. On July 17;
the White louse (Jenkins), ot lloover's direction, was given a
descrintive summary of [eeee e BY(T)(C)eeiieereedrocoecnsenes
csesee] The Attornzy Gereral was uat{11) e |

——,
-

. In mid-July King was to appear in Greenwood, Mississippi
shortly after it was learned that three civil rights workers
were wissing in the Philadelphia, Mississippi area. Hoover did
not want to afford protecticn to Dr. King and he spokes separately
with the President and the Attorney General. The President
finally told loover he waated the FEI to be with King and to
make a statement that they would investigate violations of federal
law in that ragard(?la g b

L w : R -7 __-

On July 23, while listening to Xing's talesphone, the = R
Bureau hzard of a2 report of plans to kill Kimg. The rumor was bt
checked with negative results. The Bureau was provided witch a -
report of checks drawn in June from Kirg's New York bank accoumt.
The Bureau briefed Congressman Pucinski of Illinois of some of
King's background. Axnd on July 29, 1564 King was overbeard
3[..(B)(7)(C)..] he did not think he shouid speak in Haooieow
ford - Stuyvesant (where there had been racial rioriag)
¢ the ",..communists groups would Jo everything ihey colid
eredic me“'ﬁid ' ! s Bl 8

[}
fe=t
e
9]

L
AVRE S I -y
1]

&

T et
Q0

In augusc and Sepcember 1964, Hoover aporoved oropesaic
£o hava an ASAC in New York try to get Cardimal Spelluan to
preveat the Pope from granting an audience to King, to have
DeLoach go to lormar Eisenhower Press Sacretary James Hagerty
to prevent ASZ from doing & telavisicn biograph of King, and |
to have Deloach go to the Chairman of the Board of Curiis '
Fublishing Company which published th2 Saturday Evening Fost to
pravent the publishing of an article by King in tho magazire.
According to Durezu memes, although the Cardinal was "gratified
that the Directcr thought enough of him" to convey rhe informa-
tion, the cudicrce was granted. Hoover wrote, “Astounding" on
two news articles which reported the audiemce. £n a Lanird, he
wrote "I zm cmazed that the Pope gave an audience to such a
degenerate@TL”
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CLASSIFIED: EXEMPT- (b)(l)

.@;

: Attorney General Kennedy resigned in September and he

 gave Ccurtrey Evans the material about King's hotel activiti

providad him on two earlier occasions by the FRI. Xennedy a

. rot want the material in Department cf Justice files ard he |

xecoumended thet the FBI destroy it. Heover refused to do so
and directed that it be retained in 2 secure location. W)

b
e hB L
'

5
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. CLAS$IFIED: TOP SECRET- EXEMPT-(b) (1)
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5 ' CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET..,.EXEMPT=(b) (1) - - -’

- T9)

When King was overheard telling (now Congressman) Walter
Fauntroy he was not sure he would attend a "get out the vote" .
neating of clergymen in New York beacaussa of Cardinal Spellmau's p
conservatism, Hoover wrote, "Have (SAC) Malone alert the Cardinal. 'l ;

In October 1964, Jawes Bland of the FBI recommended that
the tesur be kept ori'King's home. On October 1Y, two iwore in-
ternal Bureou memes defined the procedure to £ollow waen the
FPI was notified about threats on Kinz's 1ife. The Buveau was
to notify the Atlanta police and appropriate local police,-as
viell as federal agencies. The FBI would not notify Xing, leav~

- ing that to localpolice. Headquarters instructed Chicago to |
1 check on a possible account of King's at a Chicago bank. Eight
- days later, Chicago recomnendad against the attampt becausa thay
| had no establiched zources in this "Negro bark in 2 Nearc neigh-
- borhend." Hoover vrete, "Shamefull’ on twe news articles, onz
aanouncing King winning the Nobel Peace Prize and sne, an adi- .
torial, praising King and the civil rights movemant.ﬁlg 5

The ¥BL stepped up its campaign against King duwsing the

nexntt thres months in probable reasction to his getiing Wiz hobel
Prize. By thic tinme Nichslas deB. Katzonbach was- acting Attex-
rey General, On the third of Hovember, Hoovar zdvised the White
House &nd the Acting Attornay General of King's fertheeming *
~ Saturday Evening Post article but he said nothing about his |
attempt to prevant its publication. On November 5, a tzlephone
; eenversation batween G ind King wes overheard by the FBI.. .
In the conversation, (b)(7)(Chwas rafarred to by both men as
e e(B)()(C)eu. .. o . pointad out thet (b) (7) (Cad abidzd by .
. earlier decisioas but now they were not in the same sitaution
- as they were with the Kemnedy Administration ané that the Civil

/5 - kil
I B bad iy o sdins aee, Juu |
MVY\b‘ﬁZn foNbMuﬁ‘j WT//M) /| bﬂ'ﬂlz7 [/L M%)) |

T0P- SECRET -




 se:../in the hope that the paper would expose King's possible
-anu prj¢ne?'tive[.‘...........-.‘.;'-....I(b)(?)(c)..‘.‘......"

'srall emaassy receptions for King. ﬂLh

8 together 1ccent 1nfornat10n indicating "further evidances of'

v 3 8 r al - .
CONFIDENTI& &

Rights Act had been passed. He said that (N wanted oo
meat with King._ King said that the matter could be discussed
in a forthcoming meeting in New York and that, ",..after the
clection, it would be a rew situation". The thLn House and
tcting Attorney Ganeral were advised of this information. (@J

.. G)A/w“m}" h ZU\M

@

P .On Hovember 12 information was given to tﬁu [ @ 25?!; H

.

CLASSIFIED: EXEMPT UNDER (b) (1)

...............] (;}

Tha State Denarnm :nt asked for security information a2hout
£ the Osle trip. On Nevember 13, in a2 msmo to
istant: ﬂcratarv of State for Seeurily, tha Dureau
[to.(b)(?)((—!)caoo] HP Was \.al ed [oc-nco-oaooc-on

..............:TTTTTTTZ...(b)ﬂ?)(C).......ZTT.............

R R A KRR R TIT
C..l.c.l..l.ll.to‘:-:-.'l‘al.cocl;;naonbtdl ALSU 51 tne Latus tile

LEZat T LUNUUETWAS E61d 0 advise the U.S. Ambassadors ©o -
England and Nerway of Hing's backgreund in an gfforh to fores .

On MNovember 16, 1964 a memo was prepared which pulled

the influences in hizh places waich Martin Luther Xing, Jr.,
and his associztas are able to wield.' On the 18tk, iHoover
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, met with a delegation of several women reporters. Om the :ecb:&,
> he called Ring "a notoricus liar". Heover's remaric cavsed a

- sensation. Off the record, Hoover said of Xing: "He i

the lowest characters in the country'. Later one of t

1.

(5

hese re-
porters apparently asked to cover a proposed meeting between - %
Hoover and King. Hoover wrote on the memo reporting the rejuest, 4

'.one"(ﬁj i ; 1 o a¥n on oww,_ felld %“

"I have no appointment with King and I do not intend to make

.%‘;- s
T e

S A

: On November 19, 1964, Frederick J. Baumgardner sent a s
.. memo to Sullivan reporting a discussion between Wachtel and e
. Rustin as to how to respond to Hoover's "liar" statement. The R
memo indicated that an investigation was being conducted to %ﬁ

sy

R

‘1 determine Wachtel's connection with the communist movement..fin
. ‘a rather lengthy observation, Baumgardner-wrote:(an S .

%ohe

iy ! -"The significant thing involved here
? | 1s not that these individuals have
! ¥ = ' jumped quickly teo King's defense,
S : . but rather that they are seizing the i
o . | opportunity, in line with a long-held - TR
- . cormanist objective, to launch a e . :
: . campaign to cutst the Dirazior as head . :
of the FBl(?l} S T '

i)

The iwportanit thing at this .

point is to folilow this matcer - i
closely to determina the degrea
to wnich King lollows cheir
advice in regard to issuing the P
statemsnt prepared by Wachtel ' G IEE R i
for we will then have further : f““ng__ﬂ, s
evidence of the exrent to which : o L d S o)
king is being used by communist ‘ .
symantnizers in support of com- s |

munish objectives."ud - '

. SR F—
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o . CLASSIFIED: SECRET...EXEMPT UNDER (b)(1) L3,
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- callirg him a "notorious liar". On Novamber 20, it was recoa-
“monded that Hoover igncre it. Hoowver wrote: "OK. 3But I ean‘'s '
“understand why we are unable to get the true facts‘before tie

- 23rd. OCua the same day, Sullivan authorized the State Departnene
- to brief the USIA security officer about King. The security i

] . « < 2 G ;
SUGTA. E2om oponsorivs Kine on aq£rip fhrouzh Buxnrog Afyiss Aoe

_the Wear East. Belmout approved disseminating the inforuatiun{ ),

.

- prepared by DelLoach of the meeating, Wilkins asked that the F3I
not ruin King because thac would ruin the civil rigats novemnani.

& 38 -

SECRET

CLASSIFIED: SECRET....EXEMPT UNDER (b) (1)

e

King sent Hoover a telegram responding to the Diruszg-',

Es o S g R

public. We can't even get our accomplishments published, Y.
are never taking tha 233ressive but allow lizs to ramuin ua-
ansverad”. A new 51 page profile of King was prepared ca the

officer then requested supporting data so that he could disgusle

. .

|
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!
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CLASSIFIED: SECRET....EXEMPT UNDER (b)(1l).....

Cees s L .
On November 27, 1964, Roy Wilkins requested and was.
grantad a meecing with DeLoach after Hoover had given a speech
at Loyola Uaiverzity in Chicago in which he zeferrad to "sowual
dezgenerates' in civil rights groups.” According to a memerancus
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ling. One and one half pages covered what Wing said; the zest |

URGLADSIFIED

THO memo stnres that Wilkins said he would try to get Xin to.

retire. Deloach wrote that he chastized Wilk ins for his comments .
about Heover and the FBI. He said ha warned Wilkins that 1f By

- King wanted a war with the ¥BI, they had the amwumnition aad would
- win. Wilkins was reported as saying ne knew King was 2 liar and

i
|

i
vl
|
i

l

:that King wanted to talk atout the future and not the past.

e

had sympathies toward the cormunist movement. hoover sent a !
letter to P;esident Jolnson about the meeting,

on Rovembar 30, permission was given to the Le gat in Lordon
to brief U.S. Ambassadors in Sweden and Demmark about Kinz. On
- the same day King asked WO ro discuss his five minute accep-
tance speech with .. . (OO .+« « - =+« He also said he was,

' going to ask Andy Young an¢ Ha::y.Wachtel tg_vrite_a_s minute@'

speech each(yg

Andrew Yourg called DeLoach en Decnmber 1 19a4 and ra-'
QLESuPd a m&etfﬂb between Kin" and the Dlrector. Young said

'DeLoach said ke told Young that the "...crusade of defomation ' -

agaiast Mr. Hoover and the FBI... [the] campaign of slander and

aefamatloﬁ against ths Dirsctor end the FBI..." by King and i
is oﬁgaui_athn behind "our® backs, must be dropped. licover |

- and King met iu Hoover's oifice-on Decembar L. Delosch aat: Lu

! on the meeting and wrote 5 10 page memo to Mohr abeut the méet-

Cecovers wihat Hoover said. 1This way actualiy represent tne rolz-

'tiv: amounts of conversation. K_“g was cverheard {tv 2 L;?}

-~

S talking to a '?-porter an? to Harry Wachfel and he ol
' that he had spoken For. 10 minutes. and Hoover had spck

-
o ‘:'1-.'-"."‘.2
(o]
ar

for 455 T

,50 minutes. Puring the meeting King said he could n»ver be 2
'communish'and he referred to his removal of .. .(HXhoc:)----

..Hoover covered many subjects, including FBI infiltzation of the =
'Klan, upgrading of local police, psychoneurot1c tendencies of .

.Gov. Wallace;, assignment cf northern agencs- to the South, scme

- ‘cases, Selma, that Aubrev Lewis (a black man) was an agent,

. that there were i0 or 11 iIndian agents and "exican-blcedzd"
Eagents, and that the EBureau Louldn t lawer its standards JLau

because of color. He gave King scome advice: re gisthr Negroc L

© NCLASSIFED
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i and educate Megores in certain skills. Hoover said he was
favor of equality in schools and restaurants bur against busiag.
He mentioned a shoesiine Loy in Florida whem he knew who was.a
doctor. He told King to advise him of any bias or prejudice!
by an agent. He told King that agents investigate and do not
1. provide ptotection. lle concluded by talking abou, hew good | |
.| agents were with guns{ﬁl) v B w b e S g ,J*

On the same day DeLoach met with James Farmer at Farmgr s
request. It was similar to DeLoagh's‘meethg with Ul1k1n81yu1;.

: Hoover mem01ialized a call he had from Katznnbach who!
< had inquired about the meeting with King.  He told .Katzenbach
"fﬁ. that King was a persuasive speaker.  Katzenbach-answered by -

| . saying that's all he could say about King. Hoover"told Katzenbach
:that King and Abernathy p:alued the Bureau and that he (hoove*)
~had "taken the tall away from King" at the beginming of the meet-
.ing. Hoover sent a letter to Pres*dent Johnson and de;crzoed '

'the maeting as most amﬁcahle.(ﬁ) S A P

] On the sane day, Joseph Sizoo of the FBI sent Sullivan
,’-_-a memo suggestinz that selecred Negro leaders cﬂmﬂ ta fhe FRT
.- -on the pretext of learning the facts about what the FBI wesigiq]
1r doxvg under the Civil Richizs statntes. THey tﬁ“‘ would he |77
L t51d of Xing's background in an effort to hove him resoved.

' Tﬁc white Bouse mculd not be advised. The sugnsstion dy?ddhﬁ

" . .to be a follcw-up to DeLcach's meeting with Wilkins in lats _ A
... .November. Thc ide (a apparently m-d not get beyond suliivan znd ... |

‘was nol execured

On Decembur 2. 1964 the Bureau obﬂerved presa react;oh :
to -the meeting. A columnlst who took Hoover's sidz was sent a
- letter of appreclatlon* a TV commentator who said King had-
"turned the other cheek" by seeking the meeting was seat nothing.
On the third, the Bureau was advised by a police officer who
was assigned to protect King in 01nc1nnaci that K_ng had told

I B UNCLASSIFIED
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‘him he had no conhroversy with Hoover; that he dLU not want to
become involved in any controversy with Hoover; that ke would
be a "fool" to become 50 _involved; and that he would, thereFOLe,
avoid press conferences u)

-On December 4, 1964 Wachtel told Ring that MNelson
Rockefelle; might conurzbuue $250,00 to King and that Rockefeller
‘had invited King to lunch. On December 11, Headquarters sent
material to Albany for former SAC Cornel:ua to brief Rockefeller
about King's background. This action revealed that rhe Burzau
“had not changed its attitude about King as a result of King's
meeting Haover.@)

4 = I

B s Also on December b, 196& Moyers callad DeLoach and
sald that he and the President felt that an updated 13 page.
mono graph on King should be disseminated to appropriate govern-
ment officials i1f it was in the interest of internal security.
It had been sent to the White House about two weeks previouslj
I‘-fwith a request that Moyers advise whether it should be dissemi-
" nated. I was sent to Justice, State and Defense Deparcments,
- CIA, USIA, and wmilitary intelligence cfficers on December 7.
L, On De mber 10, after Hoover approved it, Deloach briefad two
merbe“" of tha’ “aﬁ“i t World Alliznce about ¥ing's background .
in an effort ¢ For;stall an invitation for ¥ing #o snast T3
the group. D*Lcach had given a similar briefing =iz monihs |
earlier o the Assceiate Generzl Sacratary of the ﬁ_;*ugvg.:
i_ Hoover had dina;nroved a proposal to permit tha Asss:1d:e
' uenerd." bec.re"a.ry and anot.ner I:o 115:3* to tapes oi ;{J:zg

_ On “ecﬂmber 10 1964 Wac&tel advibed K*no that Atuo;ney
~ General Katzenbach had called Jack Greenberg of the NAACP
- Legal Defense Fund to discuss "clearing" soms ose fur the
- Fifth Circuit. Xing said he would back whomever Greenberg.

: i; wanted. Hoover wrote on the memo: "This is shocking". The
information was forwarded te the White House and the Acting
Attorney Gegera;.(?L] _ B -

LSS
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e il . '. .;ifhio Bureau has not yet emerged vic-

Ao Ul o e

wiE

"Also on December 10 after some internal discussion over

'/ whether the!Willdrd tapes sﬁoulu be completely transcribed,

i’DeLoach said: "I fully agree that this work should even*ually
. be done, particularly if an additional controversy arises with
. King. I see no necessity, however, in this work being done "g

f;?f;at the present time inasmuch as the controversy has quieted |
.|, down considerably and we ara not in need of transcriptions |
-+ |.yight now, '...hold off... until there is an actual need". ||

. Hoover wrote: 'L think it should be done while it is fresh o
tn the minds of the specially trained agents. "H“ 1t waa done.ﬂij

- On Decemner fourteen, Baumbavdner characterized a pro-}.r
poshl by SCLC to pnt pressure on white businesses to guppor;f¢a~f
|a homecoming for King's return from Norway as: “'Sad commentary -
‘on tacties.,." On the same day Headqua-tﬁrs was proviced wi:h

‘1.1 @ listing -of checks drawn on King's New York account and the

+ SAC in New! York was instructed to uncover.any possible paranour
. of Xing’s on Long Island. Also on .the 1l4th Sullivan vroposed !
;ito Belmont that letters be sent to the White Hous2 and the ,‘
“Acting Attormey General in response to an editorial critical .

f}{ i of Hoover and to a proposal by SCEF to send letters critical

_of Hoover to the White House. Sullivan’ characterized the SCET
cproposal in texms 0£ a conAllct with King “l RS T g ﬂ{

i It is evident From the enc‘osea...'
o that it will be given widesFreﬂd adissein-

i N - ination, This just highlights whai to

me is an iﬁdispu able fact and that is

;5;ftorioa, in its conflict with Martin : Yoy
:. Luther King.. I think we are deluding N P E ok
. oursaelves if we believe that King and ey R e
.. his followers and supporters around the o
- - country have run for cover and are not

Fr R I ”1;attac zing the F3I in one way or another.

*

SR i ‘In view of this situation, realism makes

R , - it mandatory that we take svery prudent
b "~ . step that we can take to emerge com~
.pletely victorious in this conflict.
'We shnould not take any ineffective or

~ halfway measures, nor blind ourselves
_to the realities of the situationY(fv,

anbtadSIFED
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Decanber seventeen, loover sent a letter to Mb}ers

..noo
I ¢ c‘_,o__.ctq.oa.aooo-r_..qoclloa.-lc‘uot-..oo-..aoon.

L-........‘..........-...-..‘.".....‘.".(b)(7)(c)..... !:'5-5_5';:..—!-13'

....-...l..‘.......'..‘...‘..l...“.............l.............

! ; ....0..‘.‘....0...-.l.ll..lI.l...l.l.’,..l....Co..‘l.!..'.‘.»-"“.

'-:J._,!..LAJ.!)J_.;Q!]..J..lonol..A.M.Motlllotcn.n................... FaT

! ©60000008 0006050000000, oo th\.- nxneteenth “the mmgraph about : o
: ;Kihw was sent Co the Director of ‘the National Science Poundatioa?
:1in an effort to stop them from using SCLC as a recruiter of ' :
black app-ucants fo: pauche*n schools in theinfscholarship

.Ioﬂtn....tc...tott.'..‘o..u.oo.t-noocucco..o.ll.ll..‘ll.lo.la

- Dn Dacembe- 21 1964 NSF's Diractoz Leland Heworth, “‘;;; L
. was sent more infom&tiqn abcmt King's persoaal iife by Hoovez:. 3 i
I[ ..l.m.(‘b)(?)(c).-.colco.-.o-..g.....................'.”_’-.’.. j i3

i

{Teeeeshronels] On the twenty—llrst, ‘atzendach was acvised oy | e

oty A o A —

‘Hoover of & ;
‘years befp:g ia Hamph;s during a Megro Baptist. Canenhion._;Wf

f[OON.OPG-«, .l...0‘00000!!!0000.(‘b)(y)(c)oco.oo‘.oq.lo-o-lol.l
'-o---nno.oooaloaoo.octoa-o-coo.o.-o.oto That Anformabion
i o va!:.*.r\

!'0.‘..I......I.OODl.......‘............l ‘“aﬂs

|...-. =k A

“on Dgcembﬂr 29 1964, H_adqua ‘ters was adviscd by 4
of “uu conversations involving Coretia King, on2 with King's
SPcrvLary and on2 with Andrew Young. 1hey discussed Kir"'s i
_mentzl stete, his rambling conversations in New ¥ock, an atzempt edf-
€ight with Abammathy in London and the Hoover comfliar. They |
discussad how King might be relieved of some pressures. Ihﬂ‘ i
trunsn*ssion from Atlanta noted: "The above information is. uémﬁg
 furnished "for the Bureau's information to acquaint chz 3 ureaw
how shaken Dr. King has become as a result of recent events |«
i and as a fuxfner indication of an area where he may he vuln_:aole

to fuvr_her pressures“ [ooo-oooo-.conotoo.ana(b)(?)(c).oo.oooto '

i_ ....C.......J’.'.I..I...I.I...‘.lIO.l...I.l......l.....'.-....l...

1 |

...........'...............l...‘I..........‘.l....l.-...-.....'
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el Ca | January 5, 1965 Atianta advised Headquarters tnahr_ : _
| King was becoming more and more upset, that he blamed the FBI = | .-
| and felt his phone was tapped. On the same day a report was, | o
. made on the previously ordered review of King's wiritings and = | 30
| books in an effort to detect possible communist influence,
| The coaclusion was that there were certain para]lels but no.
" casual 1ink.. On January 6, New York was directed to dis-
.~ creetly cqver King in New vo k by physical and electronic | |
.-surveillance because he might meet a woman there. The memo || |
.1} indicated, 'security is paramount'. Also on the sixth the |
. SAC in Atlanta called the Burecau and reported that the wire-|;
« taps indicated tha: King was very nervous and upset and was
. not aleeping well. He believed the Burzau had his‘phone -
1-tapped %ing said a tape and letter -vhich referred to.the
. e . CREDEY - o -+ o e e e e s e ses had been
aent to his home and his wife had read tha letter. King
satd: "They are out to break me".- -The SAC knew nothing of =
|| the tape, King said in a tapped conversation that he needed;;
ﬁﬁﬂto talk‘with Hoover or DeLeacnu(” : i

| E.|Early 1965 1965

wl o

Fr . The so-cal }.ed-(b)('D(Q- oy o h&d actt.ally been mailed. i_n ;
‘*’late Movember 1964 by Lish Whltson, ‘a Tormer agent who flew
\to F]orlda as Qulxivan s instructions. Sulliivan had nrevlo“SLy
told [ i {@()&). . . ..] to keep the mizrophere tapes tegzcthor, / i
/ Phillips was told to give some of the tapes to John Matier of | |
tha 1=5, | He mow thipks he. . . °. . . (XMW -:- - = - ¥
e e s o s o - When Matter roturned the tapes, therz was & -+ .-
fcomposite added, Sullivan had [¢eX7)CC)] get hinm non-watermarked
stationery. Sullivan took the tapes and the stationery and = . i
"/ later gave [(8)(7)4)] a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape | . &%
/. wes accompanied by a-letter advising Klng that ' ° ; % s
-:.f. - . ., .i s . . (.m'»(c) . e s a s ® e s = @
/. Apparently King did not listen to the tape until he returned
' frcn Osla.. hLa'wae is aupposed to have lzstened to it also (34__

“ p——, ]
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il there just wasn't any privacy. "What I do is only between me
. and my God.ﬂiu) g NS R s

New Vork that King had been resting 2t 2 housz and cnly abou ;
|

© sald that|Abernatny had received anonymous calls. He talked|

?  Attorney General on the eighth but they mentioned only King's
. becoming emoitionally upset, his use of medication, lecccocces

i Ihere was no mentian of the taps and harassmant"(;J )

?}_that Diggs!refc rred to Hoover as 'old man" and "3ig Daddy", i ;{
‘. and mentioned the existence of Hoover's files. Hoover wrote:

4

On Janaarv 6, 1985, Atlanta advised Haadquarters and

two people knew about it. While he was sleeping [..(B)(7)(C
fire trucks ar Lved but there was no fire. King bziieved —

the FEI sent the cks, le believed that either the FBI or
the Geoxgia Bureal af Investigaticn was tapping his phone. He

about the tepe that had been mailed and wanted Young and
Aburnathy 'to see Hoover. '"They are out to get me, harass me,
break my spirit." He said that they must go to Hoover as |

-;"‘
D T

- On January 7 1965 an internal FBI ‘remo prqposrd thap',?
atters be sent to the White House and the Acting Attorney |
General about King's condition. The memo referred to the taps,
harassmeunt and a forthcoming meeting between King and the Direc-
tor.  The letters were sent to the White House and the Acthg

c.ooaaaaocpuoooaoa.o--cao-.cou-o(b)(?)(C)oa-oooo-oo:o"o_om_.i._'

wmpp—
....‘....q’...ooo...lnaloo-I...lI..0.0....0......'..‘........‘

: gbuuh tnis tnne, an aide of King's called Cohiresamhn
D***s and ab.ced for advice about how to daal with Hoover. Diggs
suggested secing Hocver with ministers and telling him that

the Buceau's harassuwent of King was immoral. The Rureau noted '

“And I thought DeLoach had commitment from Wilkins and Farmer
“that King would cease any further attacks on FBI. Yet King %s
spear head%ng this present agitat;on against FB;"élJ £ _

1
2
|
I
L
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f.lbank in Hovember 1964. @1; R L _3{J_,_ C

|..On rhe tenth a three pags memorandum was prepared from the pro- -
. ducts of the microphones. King, and perhaps Young and Bermazd

_iioF the Bureau. The bugs alsc recorded King characteVLzlnc the
"”f_gmailing of the tape as, "God's out to get you", and as a wara-

|+ meeting with Hoover or DeLoach. ‘It was set for January 11.
.} DeLoach told Mohr that Younz would ba toid on the eleventh

i that the Dirasctor was out. He suggested that he and<Lcinbaued
" meet with Young. Moover approvad. Leinbaugh was the origina-

ﬁ'in‘Mémzlis said (110 '[.---.-......Ib)(7)(0)...............

_l............‘..........l.ll."‘l.lI.l.‘....l‘.....‘.....l...

«i'lo..-ooonoocaoaoao-aaantooco-aoo-nnooo---.uo-.ooooaoo.oo.j Th ﬂe

5 'éﬂou1t"y Who| wol ld be interestad in the true badkgronnd of Ma tin; E;j
Luthar K:.ng " :

- tion was made of Joe Rauh and the Bureau characterized him as |

HED™

January 8, 1965, Young called DeLoach and requested a

tor of the' Lorraine Hotel COINTZLPRO activity.ég)

Cn JQHUnry 7 1965, a report from two NAACP contacts

\"conCactsWerE beiny; developed as part of an FBL program, '"Lizison
'with Groups Sponsoring Integration'. On the same day, Head~
. quarters received i report of checks drawn on King s New Ynzk

2 [
Janaary 8 1965, Milton Jones of the FBI gave DeIoacHu:

'an Italian ‘magazine artxc‘e about King's trip to Eurcpe. Tha

article is very racist in tone; the editor of the magazine |

'_had been a Fascist. It was read by Hoover. Jones foruarded |

- the article with a note: "It appears the article... nonta;nsl:
anﬂelant pub1zr source material for our contacts in this |

LAY
| e )
' |

Josaph 31:00 advisnd Sullivan or Jaauary 8§ that bf?hAQ' i
euthsorized misurs in King's and Young's hotel rcoms inm Mow York.

{Lea, an SCLC aide, discuss phone taps and information the Bureau

*had and how DeLoach and Hoouver should Fe approached. Scm'e'me'[.r i

being associated with communist causes and as being critical |-

ing £rom God that King had not been living up to his responsi-
_bilities in relation to the role in which h*story had cast him.n

.E--l.l.l.‘.ll.‘-.'-‘.-o -r-m-ma.u.n.t.g,,(bzg72(c)o-o:__m&-o-oo e n"og 1‘&-—‘. > '_
'.....1.--- g_;.m] b -

C.
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_ On January 11, 1965 DeLoach sent Mohr an éxtraordina*m
memo about his (and Leinmbaugh's) meeting with Abernathy and
i Young. DeLoach said Abernathy could not “cope" and that Youn
.- had to take over the conversation. Both were said to te un- |
able to bring themselves to talk directly about King's persoﬁal
. life but kept alluding to it. DeLoach took obvious delight
e in their discomfort. When Young asked what could be done toE ;i-;
;| protect SCLC from communist infiltration, DeLoach told him o, | . '
171 go to HUAC for information because FBI files were conr:denuia; 2 l
| Om at leagt two other points, Deloach lied to them: he told |
" Abernathy: ¢hat SCLC's funds were of no concern to the FBI; apd, |-
~he said the FBI had taken no action on rumorg;;ggarding King'ls |
persohal;l%fe.(rh | o, TERELL Sl - ;?LJ' |

/ Om. January 12 1965 ]..(?)(C).......} discassed a meets-
; ;ng--t---mhad attendad w1tn King and othars <o talk about P
| Mississippi. Also on the twelfth a proposal was made to dttqmpt? 2
| to stop St Peter's College from giving King an honorary degree. -
The idea W{S scrapped because the FBI didn't know anyons at | | =’

|

St. 1’91‘.&!‘ Wea.l enoug"l.. [00.-0.0!tll.OOlol(b)(T)(c)lo-loaeo.L

.'.'......-..|..".......-..'.............l.......'......‘..‘..lP._

.'I.........b....'.Ul‘.......-....l..‘....IC.......-‘“‘...‘I.‘.L.'(-

rF =3

..;...'....I‘C..I....I.I..;..] {u‘
“on January 19, 1965, Headquarters sent a memo to Dewv 1
g lns_rucLGg agents to cover Xing's actions while in the axez .
! go give & speech but not to embarass the Bureau. nxng nad oqen|
assaulted while in Selma and there were news photos of the 4
atthcl‘l [...Il.‘ti.i...l..llll.l;.‘l.(‘b)(?)(C)iol.0...-.‘...-_i ’)
i} eesecssecceced On Japnuary 21, Headquarters told Atlanta to
) [,.(b)(?)(G)......], Also on the twenty-first, Sullivan sent
| Pelmont a memo of his meeting with Ralph McGill, Publisher of
the Atlenta Constitution, who had been told by the Bureau abgut
King's personal life. McGill said he was concermed and wanted
to get King out of the Civil Rights movement.' He said he had
‘been talking with Adlai Stevenson, Bill Meyers, Ralph Bunche |
and Harry Ashwore about it. Hoover sent a letter :orward;nﬂl 3
"McGill's views to Presidant JohnsonYAL) :

s
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£ On January 25, 1965, Atlanta requested a 90 day extenslion'
|| of the misur on King's house. O the twenty-sixth, Sizoo advised|y 3=
| Sullivan he had authorized misurs of King for two days at a Ee ’-?-"f;
hotel in New York because of the potential for developing intelli gﬁ;
‘gerce in__fq;-matiou.@\ . Nt é )

Scelected memoranda between February 1965 and December  |=
1967 indlcated that the Bureau continued its campaign to discre} ¥
1l dit and newtralize King. In February 19565 Atlanta was repri-

- manded for not forwarding information about King quickly enough
~ In February the Bureau proposed to seek Cardinal Spellman's hel
~ in preventing the Davenport, Iowa Catholic Inter-racial Council 3o

from giving King an award. Hoover said no. But in March, Gav. &% '
Volpe of Massachusetts was briefed by the FBI about King's back-|S
~ground in an effort to tone down 'Martin Luther XKiag Day"(tu.:‘

—
S
Ko

"-j '

~ F. Early 1967-1968 s o ad il

The primary conceins of the Bureau féiatins to Dr. Kiﬂlg I

- ﬁu :

2t this time were his anti-Viet Nam statements and his planned
| Washington Spring Project which later bescame the Poor People's ;
| «Campaign. ' On December 7, 1967 the Bureau slerted warious figq1a [t vy
- offices and told them tc develop ghetto informants, if they | o Feq
had nonz, and to report weekly on plans for the Proicct, On Y1) bt

December 20, 1967 an updated menograph cf Ring was praparad.

il cuss__:_f[mn: EXEMPT UNBER (5) (1)eevouceeaaonen.

!.'-
i
[l | ) ] It also referred to King': statfar:m'i;;ts :
| -about Viet Nam and the Spring Project.(&) _ A0 Ey :

Tn December 1967, Kiﬁg was preparing a taped series og gg
lectures for Canadian radio. The Director instructed the Legat - B
in Ottawa to determine who made the arrangemeats, including | .
=

- source of funds to finance a "mew program... of massive civil
disobedience demonstrations which may result in riots". Tae |
Director was referring to the Spring Project in which King had

_ threatened| continuing demonstrations until Conmgress passed a| | B o
program designed to help blacks (‘w : . &_? e

finanecing, for the series. The justification was to find the é;
£

i . . - : we 4 I '
1

[ R
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5 On January 3, 1968 Attorney General Ramsey Clark turmed a

1 down a Bureau reouest to tap SCLC. In January Senator Robert °

, ;EByrd (D4W Vh ) ahtempted to enlist Deloach's assistance in pre-
{lparing a spaech for Byrd to deliver in Congress to help King ;

meet his "W terloo” before the Spring Pro;ect Deuoacn re:used

Oth-r Ja :

g} In Fcbruary 1968, the Bureau learned that King had met | L
1 in Hashinﬂt?n with H. Ralph Brown and Stokely Carmichael to |
| discuss the Project.’ King was angry that the two might attempt
| to foment v;olence.: On February 20, 1968, at the request ofjl“ 5
| the White House, the Bureau interviewed a former basebdll playpr.. |5
. The ball player apparently had no respect for King; [.ovosoes] 75§pjf<
”._..lllotcntololocooonoc(b)(?)QC)ooocooccoootll.ot‘oto.ooao.o.oo.l
\_'.acoootcoooo|v¢-‘--o.n.--..]Tt}-} ] ]
| e, nh
i Hoover approved another updating of King's mnnograph i
| to be compl ted by March 14, 1968 so that it could be dlssemzﬂp~“
. ted to igovermment officials before the Spring Project to remi
then of "the wholly disreputable character of King". It was '?'ff”ﬁ_-_
also “ecommended and approved to advise the White Bouse and the g, %
Attommey General of the involvement of£f(B)(7)(Q.. .. ..« . & .Jm/va
in the Project to show "the communist help Kmngkis.recexving zp b
bis pruposeﬁ Washingtan Spr:mo Project" 61) __g_s gnE it -

~fr
i i fiise D

O Ma*ch 90 1968, Hoover apu“cved brizfir" Ca*d1~a1 _
0 Bovla angd Bluhop Lord of Washington about tha potential for|
BE ?iulvuce_i the Spring Project and asking them to call Lor nof=
=il wiclensa. | Om Marxch 21, the Diractor semt an MUrgent" te e“ypa='
"ito various field offices reminding them to carry out previous |
instructions concerning the ProJect. On March 25, th~ ?re«idcnt?"
wac advised by the Bureau that Robert Kenmedy (D-N Y.} had = i
attempted to contact King before he ammounced for the P“esidency.
The next day an updated 39 page monograph about King was dissemi- ;
nated and (b)(7) (Cdas overheard uiscusszng plars a“d *urd raiszng 2
fa. tae Prbject.(ﬁh s : o

' On‘M;rch 28, 1968, Dr. Ki1g 1ed a march in Lempuhs, ,n:
support of striking senitaticn workers. The march turned |
violent and King w2s taken by his aides and the police from the
gzea_tgpa'ﬂplxday Inn. As a COIETELPRD hctivxty, Hoover apnrov




.f--discusa. the Sl
' considered his image and the image of nonviolence to have been /| '

At first he conr i
x|, sidered abandoning Memohis and the Spring Project; he considaved
k- t’a public fast. i

\ 8 otbezs
(b)

- [HCLASSFE)

ding thT followzng information to "frienﬂly" news media 6%>

| . Martin Luther King 1njected h:msplf
into the strike in Memvohis,.. and the
:; result of King's famous espousal of

'nonviolence was vandalism 1ootipg and
riot. @\ g =

:fﬁ Previously, Kino involved himself
.2 idn this strike, called for a general
’éistrike, and called for a mass rmarch,
|Today he led the mass march in an -
-lautomobile at the head of the line, .
;Negroes began shouting 'black powexr'
‘land trouble began, King, apparently °
|unable or unwilling to control the .-
marchers, absented himself from the
.jscene; windo breaking and looting }
*broke out, _

: ,  Hamphis may only be the pr eluda? t?
|to’ the civil strife in our Nation_ﬂ T
_;Gﬂpa.uol. C‘.\ : ] 2o R -

" on ﬂarch ‘28 and 30, 1968 Klng en«aged in avéfal o»¢rﬁeé*é e
| telephone. qonversations and meetings, ~ome with _[(L)('l)(()]tq "
tlewphis violence,

SO R
-

I_adversely‘affected The press was critical,

Aides feared for his safety if he returmed tc.

he was not responsitle fer the violence of '

)fﬁ,) x{ing decided to ret:um to Memphis.@_,)

ety

% MWW}«;{&}W

-,{. - ‘l

S
He was extremely dejected and' i
!

trongly urged him to go forward with his plané..

(?Finally, after a long meeting in Atlanta with his st?fg ”,.m$"'




o f advarse ef‘ecr on the Spring Project, particularlj with respect

R R S T e

:.“‘%':f " "“"T‘dﬂﬂ,SEBREF“@:ﬁ;

1ol On ;\pril 1, 1968, the Bureau advised the White Ho‘:;i{’_ ;Ahm-,}-f/

. . but not Attorney General Clark, of a tapped discussion between '~ Yoo Y
: (b)(7) (Cxad iing concerning the Presidential race between Jonnso*z,

I Iv-“r*edy and McCarthy. On April 2, Attorney General Clark tump&
| .dovm a "eques;. to tap SCLC in Atlenta and I.'aa"t.ngton.{ () -

s The Bureau directed four specific COINTEL®RO activities
 agaimst King in 1263. Most were clearly designed to have an

to fund ra,ismg ‘One, of course, concerned Mj‘{j staying at

tha holzday in Me.mph:.s ( H/ﬂ m fn ’HH“&W M
M d b t’M Ao df b ;W Y4 00w Tkl W A - (in] ;ow ._';-:-_-"
King was assassiuated in Memphis on april 4, 1968 _ v ﬁf%
[(b)())(a]contim_ed to give advice to Coretta King, Andrew Young & R
" and others, The Bureau continued their campaign against King]:

j by various periodic briefings designed to thwa.rt declarmﬂ '
1  King's b:.rthday a national holiday. {,

MWJL ’}14 -l MI/Vn df’ﬂhﬂ
’)WW M{{i kil Mo ne [
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. had ofh ing to de with Martin Luther Xing's assassination.

1

o USSH T Sssae

IV, JINVES'TIGATION OFf MARTIN LUTHER KING'S DFATH

A. Adecuacy of the Investigation

: My reading cf the &assassination investigation leads me
- to conclude that the Dureau's investigation was comprehensive,
thoxough and proiessional. Every conceivable lead seems to
have been pursued. Great numbers of persons who werc known to

- dislike blacks werz checked out as suspects. All Bureau field
¢ifices were put on alert to participate in the investigation
and each SAC was held personally responsible for seeinz that
leads in his area vare run down. I have talked with three
attornays who, at various times, had responsibility for moni-
toring the Investisation and all are satisfied ¢hat tha F3I

B. IﬂdlC&tiOﬂs of" Bureau Involvement in the
" Assassination

“ There are none with the eyceptwon of the COIVTIELPRS
ectivity of prorosing that a biind mamorandum be sent to e

5 paper o embarrass ninZ Into meoviug inre chz Lorrains
where he was shot. That has been investigated previouzii
5 purpesz is sudbject to a difrferenc interpretzticn, dis-
belcw @; . :

Evidencz exists that the FBI was not iavolvad in King®z
aasagsination. On Aprii 2, 1558 Attorney General Zam 57
turned down an FBI request to tape the telephones of SCMC in
Atlantz and Washington to learn about plans for the Pocor
People's Campalgn. This requast indicates that the FBI expectad
no.change in SCLC's (and King's) plans. The attempt to dis-
eredit King by planting an embarrassing story in the Memphis
papers indlicates a continuation of the.Bureau's campaiga against
King. Legic suggasts that the last thing J, Edzar Hoover weanted
was to make King a martyr, thereby enhancing his Image. This
Tuns counter to years of effort by the F3I to discredit and
neutralize Xing. Finally, the investization was so massive and

b mﬂlASSIFIEl]
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J. Sianley Pottinger
3 As3Lls3tant Attorney Geaeral pare: Maceh 31, 1975
Civil Rlghits Division o
-203 1 Dobart A. Murphy Rivlivan
' Clvief
Crimlnal Section
8 Ti_]r {
ctaztia Luther Xing, Jr. ﬁwwj] ey T e s
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I. INTRODUCTION

Fursuant to the direction of November 24, 1475 of the 2
Attomey General, a review was undertaken of the files of the | S
Department and the FBI that partain to Martin Luther King, Jr. :
The purpose of the review was to nake a vaecomeendriion ng o

& waether the investigatic el inssination of r. King
=
e
““—
3

should be reopesned. On December 1, you elaborated on the !
Atrorney General's direction and set as goals for che Teview
the answering of two questions: (U)

1) What action, if any, was undertaken by |—;
the FBI which had or may have had an ww
effect, direct or indirect, on the LW
assassination of Martia Luther Wing? {u) 1.

2) What action, if any, was undertaken by 5

the FBI which hau or may have had any

other adverse effect, direct or indirect, |
on Martia Luther Ring?(v)

At various times you, Mr. Turner and I participated in the _
~review. 1 saw nothing in the files that T read thar lodlcates

-3

1" any involvement of the FBI in the assassination ol Dr. Kiag. . |

| Powaver, therz was a campaizn by the-FaAT to Aigewsd W oo

-| _ neutrvalize Dr. Winz and to romove him T . goder |

| ib the civil rights movement. Thare ars woay o £ |4

.. lmpromar FBI activity that were dirasctad nzainss Kb ¥ &
his associates and the Southern Christian Leadeesiais onfare;‘ma;

- (scre)s €1

e tH . Typed on: 3]/
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oy ¥, 2a,3 R T e Authority: v
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Cn January 5, 1965, Atianta advised Headquarters that

Clnt' 17as becoming nors and more upset, that he blamed the FBI
and falt his pl‘ono was tapped. On the same day a report was
made on the previoinsly ordered review of King's wiitings and.
books in an effort to detect possible communist influsnce

The conclusion was that there were certain parajle;s but ne
casual link. On January 6, New York was directed to dis-
creetly cover Kirng in New Vo:k by physical and electroanic
survaillance because hy-mlght meet a woman there, The memo
indicated, "security is paramount”. Also on the sixih the .-
~8AC in Atlanta calliled the Burcau and reported that the wire-
taps indicated tha: King was very nervous and upset and was
not sleeping well. He believed the Burcau had his“phone
tapped. XKing said a tape and letter which referred to.the

lﬁaﬂ‘..m

E. Early 1965

v e o QXD - s s 0 e s e e s s e had been
sent to his home and hls wife had read tha letter. King
said: "They are out to break me".  'The SAC knew nothing of

the tape. King said in a tapped conversatmn that he needed
to talk with Hoover or De.f_o«_cn.( )

""h-n so-cal lnu- GIND - -- - had actt_al 1}' ben-'s mailed .
late Fovewbar 1964 by Lish Uh1m-on, ‘2 former agent who Llev
to Flovida at Sullivan's instructions. Sulifvan had previsus
told . « & _(hx.’)(C). ¢ o8 -J s} keé‘-n the '5 as Enooarha
s was told to glv‘ soma of tha tapes to Johu Matier of
. He now thinks he . .. . . (W) -+ - -

e+ o » &+ o s, YWhen Matter reoturned the tapss, thers was a .
-composite added. Sullivan had [(sX7)(¢)] get him non-watermarked
staticnery. Sullivan took the tapes and the stationery and
later gavz [(b)('!)(()j a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape
wes accompanied by a letter advising King that ™ " ° * *° -
.-.....(_l.)(-j)('c)-.......-- . -
Apparently King did nct listen to the tape until he returned’

roz Oslo. [ils wife is supposed to have listenmed to it axso.@’;
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