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JL- Attached to this is an extra copy of a page that took my eye as I was beginning a
check of the contents of what camr today and is provided to you along with this. I
suppose Lardner checked it with you. I tried it out on him to see if we can use it in
$he suit for the remission of fees. We have again forced something new out, significantly
new is subject to varying interpretations. I'll read the entire file by or on Wednesday.
The reverse of this is an imperfect copy of another pesge.

For all my whacking away at Jerry he is friendly, for him respectful in the tape
I received today. It may have significance from these facts:

He did it on Monday the 13th. He did not mail it until Friday the 16th, from Petros.

My hunch is that he checked with the seer of Brushy Mountain before mailing it.

Most of tue tape is clowning, a bit of caterwauling of Apartment Hoe 9 and the
pretense of a press conference, intended as a joke and clearly not a rsal one. However,
he begins it by saying he had flown to L.A. for one.

He was on his way down to Stoner's. I guess JB, who hates to drive and indulges
other laziness, has himself an experienced gofer/chauffeur.

At this time I do not regard that as bed, Right now Stoner may be a saving influence
on the incredibly stupid and self-important Jerry.

On the tepe Jerry compares me favorably with Stoner. From him that is high praise.

He was still stroag for Lane on it, tou. Bul as you'll see, he has rad an abrupt
shift on the assessins committee. Methinks it comes from Fark, not Jerry. On that hunch
I%ve writien him as I have.

Here you phoned.
m 12/19/77



CUnited States Department of Justice

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530

DEC 15 1977

ASBISTANT ATTORNE Y GENERAL

James H. Lesar, Fsquire
c/o Mr. Harold Weisberg
Route 12 -
Frederick, Maryland 21701

.Dear Mr. Lesar:

Pursuant to the decision of the Deputy Attornev
General regarding your administrative appeal from the
Civil Rights Division's partial denial of your February
7, 1977 Freedom of Information Act request, the previously
withheld March 31 and April 9, 1976 memoranda are disclosed
herewith, subhject to certain excisions.

As you were advised by the Neputy Attorney General's

. " letter of October 31, 1977, the Civil Riaghts Division has

: declassified most of the information in these documents.

| The remaining classified information has been found by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Department Classification
Review Committee to warrant continued classification under
Sections 5(B) (2) and (3) of Fxecutive Order 11652. Therefore,
the subject portions of these documents will continue to be
withheld pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552(b) (1) and are so indicated
in your copies of the documents.

The declassified portions.of the March 31 and April 9,
1976 memoranda are released suhject only to excisions of
names and other identifying data the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of the
personal privacy of Dr. King's family and/or certain third
parties. This information is not known to be ‘within the
public domain and is exempt from disclosure pursuant to
5 U.8.C. §552(b) (7) (C). ALl excisions are clearly indicated
in vour copies of the documents. )

Please find enclosed copies of the following intra-
agency memoranda with excisions as descrihed supra:

o 2 ORI 22 o AT SO BMOA o M M




1 2 Intra~agency Memorandum for the Pttorney General s

dated Apri] 9, 1976, from J. Stanles Pattinger, Assistant o

Attorney General, civi) Rights Piviginn, (10 pages) ;:

25 Intra-agency memorandum dateq Mareh 37, 1976, to E,

J. Stanley Pottingar, Assistant Attorney Ceneral, rivij i

Rights Division, from Robert A, Murphy,(hipf, Crimina) i

Section, (51 pages) 4

s

3. Infra-agency memorandum dated March 31, 1976, &

to I, Stanley Pnttinger, Assistant Attorney General, Civil o

Rights Division, from Rohert A. Murphy, Chief, Criminal -

Section. (¢ paces) 3 . S

Pursuant ta 24 C.F.R §16.9{h}(1}, 4 copying fee i

of $£0.10 bPer vage, or $6.70 for sixty~-seven Pages, mav he S

charged for duplication of the documents responsive tn this 3

request. Since this Copying fee ig minimal, 1 have determined =

that the fee should be wWaived in this case B

&

As you know, judicial review of the action of the “

Deputy Attorney General ang the rivi} Rlnhts Division on s
this administratjve appeal is availaple to you in the United
States District Court for the Judicial district in which you

reside or have Your principal Place of business, or in the i

District of Columhia, .

ncerely, H

)

Az ir

ames P, "rurner L

Deput Assistant Attorney General ot

"1vil Rights Division o
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MEMORANDUM TOR FHIS ALTORNEY CENERAT i .

Re: Martin Intier King Report [

In November, 1975, al your direction, ve underitook Lo ‘
review and investigate various mwatters pertaining to Dr. Martin i s
Tuther King. Specifically, we songht to detormine vhether the

Mi3L harassedl or coumitted olther illegal or .iii!p"(u—'t’ acts

against Dr. King during his Life, and whethes the MBI was
implicated in his death. Implicit in this review was an ¢flort
to determine whether the FBI's investigation of King's death

wvas thorough and honest, or whether it was tainted by the carlier
efforts to discroedit King as discussed bolow. ()

In corducting our review, we relied primarily upon Ul

Martin Luther King files at the FBI headquarters in Washinglon. 2
" These files are voluminous, and we were unable to review them >a ki .
all. 1/ We reviewed none of the files in Atlanta or I«.e.rrp}us, ;/ ;
and we did not undertake a program of interviewing key witnassses. &7 1

We did cooperate with the staff of the Senate Select Comnittee
on Intelligence, and they with us, and we have recently had the -
benefit of seeing the findings and conclusions in their upcoming
report. (In gensral, they confirm our own views independentlw
arrived at.) (v

Based upon this selective review, we have found that the
FBI undertook a systematic program of haraszuent of Martin Luther
King, by means both legal and illegal, in order to discredit him
and harm both him and the moverent he led. (uv)

- AT e

. We have not found a basis to believe that the FBI in any

bV way caused the death of Martin ILuther King. (v)

/ -

T
1/ f=e the atteched wemorandiun, Muwphy Lo bobtingsr, Muioch 31, 274,
L..‘-,gc'.‘r-s 2 ord 3, for duescrivtion of files rovie =d.

J‘\:P(;” 1: ‘\:\\{T
Cl'l..»\aL'J. W on: u[(t{n_
Todem\i .. Author m T89
- - I
Myrsuant £t 24 LW UR,L 517028, vaarbionn o LRde J-\"u nevirk
e roclassi Fioed, DATE OF WECTLASISROAT TOWs A AL 277
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% P2 have also foung
b ¢f tha as::assination of
Lonest, 2Q)

Harassmeht Cf pr, Martin Luther King
reviey cenfirms

N0 evidence that the FBI'g investigatim
In Luther King wag ROt thorough anrd

Our £t from the late 195014 until pp, King'g
death, tha Director of the Inr ang 4 group of pjs Subordinatas
Carried out 5 Systematia ign of hars SSment againgt Dr. King

and, by J'rﬂirection, Several of hig es.
51-page MO randym from Robar+ Marphy +o M2 of Mapg

S in soma C=tail the events yhich mede up thig Campaign. p
brief Cutline of gy firdings follm.s.(&)

*++-CLASSIFIED; 1gp SECRET. ... EXENPT- (1) (1) ?

inal investigation into
ions the possinge

King'g deathn, th !
i ith James par) Ray, h of

AnVodvenaqt of ¢

has heep Pramtly inya :

Divigion, includ'ing O02 which was Campletey- only.a fay, wesks™
- &d ancriyer which iz Currentiy Underway,  q cther rds, the

Mortin Iither King f£i1a is stily Oren, and hag Never baen closed,

In thig Sense, any furthe :'.nvestigation, as recommended 4

DIrOrandian, should nex be characterized

assass.i.nation caze, hyt ratker ag g &dditicnay or Continuing

mx-*estigation 1tD aress either alreagy Covered in

™t covered at all. /Ty :

wh‘r" "%
recods. J
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In addition to this reason, howevar, the carly files L’-ﬁd”' f M by
reve2l that wmuch of the King lnvestigation was based upon & . 1 i f// A
perception, xeal or imagined, that King was using his influcnce Vi dst i< &

to discredit the FBI and cause Hoover to be replaced. To the EORPIUN " /)
extent that this was a cause for the FBI's investigation, plainly F}" u/ ‘4
it was an extra-legal one which was not justified even by the o A
.sanevhat different stardards of operation ard perceptions which !( - ‘hﬂﬂ
prevailed in the Bureau at the time. (’QL) , ;s/ﬁ“ A 4’
The nature of the Bureau's investigaticn significantly . C ?
changed when in 1964 Attorney General Kennedy authorized the _ i
viretapping of Dr. King, and thereby gave official sanction to the gf ’ﬂ“
Bureau to intensify its surveillance. Again, this authorization, b { W
when viewsd by the law enforcement standards of the tie, appears I Va4 *
to have been withih the authority of the ttorney General. While T B,
his judgment in authorizing it might ncw be questiored, one must f ‘

TR

conclude that at the time the authorization was technically legal(a_ 3

—

"\--.\_\

. The wiretaps scon led the FBI to add a new dimension to itz W
. Jdnvestigation, the collecting of perscnal information ab~t Dr. L
King through microphone surveillances (misurs) of his hatal cormg e o o
The ezidence of ... (b)(7)(C)....... +ss.]stms to have con- .
firmed Hoover's belisf that Xing was a dancerous (YD E©)] = .
revolutionary who should be exposed and replaced a lesper in

the civil rights mvar:::r:t(a) Dyes MJ“'! i"s-.ﬁf iz“ . E:ﬁ:{éh!;fﬁﬂeé ‘? ‘;ﬁ/

- . Itis i. this ensuing long campaign to discredit King that b{/ﬁv
the pureau mest clearly oversteppad its investizative and law I, .]}.Jf_,_r,#_‘ el
enforcerent functions. This is not a judgment which rests upon d gy BT
the benefit of hirdsight. As ah investigative agency, the FEI [W' ke /.
had no legal authority to make such determinations nor 10 act W
upon them. For reasons beyond the scope of this analysis, the _ #
historical fact is that the Department did not control the FBZ : ' 20
effectively in such matters. We have seen no records in the files i
that the Attorney General or other key departiwent officials were .
advised of the actions taken to discredit King, although certainiy -2 &t
the product of the microphone surveillances was known o Attorney “ N\
Gereral Kennady and the White House. Tha Attorney General did L
retrieve th2 distribution of a "monogragh" or memorandum cutiining
allegations of Camunist connections and highly personal ard

dercgatory information about King, but it is unclear vihiether this

was dore primarcily to curb the Bureau's improprioty or to prossrve

the credibility of the Attorney General's earlier public conclusion %
that Xing vps free from Communist Party influence. ) 45
. e
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Prosecution Potential

Based uoon cur pPresent level of knowled e, most if not
a].l.o{:' the FEI officials who participated in the King case at a
dec.lsmn-making level are as follews:
| 1) J. Bdgar Hoover, Director (deceased)

2): Clyde Tols:mi, Asscciate Director (deceased)

3} Alan Pelmont, Assistant to the Director: (retired)

4) Cartha D\-‘.-I..:\acﬁ, Assistant Dirvector (retired)

5) Courtnev E.‘vans, Assistant Director (ret:ired)

6) William Sullivan, Assistant Director (retired)

7} James Bland, Chief, Subversive Control Section (retired)

B) Joseph A. Sizoo, Assistant to the Assistant Directer (rotired)
' 9)  Fred J. Baumgardner, Chief, Intermal Security Section (revired) /‘)

‘The exchances of meroranda anong these mon and oXiers could
establish the existence of a concert of action jin which each
participated. Most of the briefings of Congressman, Somators, Whaits i
Houso aidss, press, ad others vere handied by Cartha Deloanh,
Williem Sutli-zn spearently concsived and executed tne maiiing of
the comrosite tape to o, Ring, crocossed ard approves! the mizponhone
surveiljances to gather information to ke usd acainst Kirng, and
wWas active in orher Ceintelpro-type activities. Belmirt, Blard,
Sizoo, ana Baumgardnes rarticipazed requiarly in producing tha
varicus internal memcrarda. e would have to now nore about. these
men's actual roles in tha Bureau's effort in order to sstimate their
culpability. Courtney Evans appears more as an honest broker
between Hoovar and httorney Cereral Kennedy than as a prircinal,
+"although his actuai role would have to bz examired further to ba
urderstood, (&)

: The files reveal that Hesver ard this relatively smail groun
of Bureau officials mada +: critical decisions arg authcrized tha
critical actions which were than executed kv a core of wali-trainsg

and disciplinsd agonez. 6 have 7ot attemsted o idontify eash
agant who particinated at the direction of hexdquartors, nor o
assess wiather they also nave disd or retired, ard if nct, ::hei.z:
calpability or exposura to Forwal ciscipline. (See Hecomerdations
for further §iscussivn cn *his point.) (C“-J

]
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The major statutory violations to considar in this matter
would be 18 U.s.c. §241 angd §242. 3/ As a citizen, br. King had
federally-»protected rights to freedom of speech and associaticn,
to privacy, to interstate travel without interference, and frem
unreasonable searches and seizures. The FBI's pProgram to discredit
ard neutralize Kirg included ceprivations of each of these rights,
and perhaps others.((; ) o o

_An examination of the law reveals t any prosecution
contemplated under these acts is now barred by the five-year statute
-of limitations (18 U.S5.C. §3282). The only possible exception
would be proof of a continuing conspiracy to violate rights which
has continued into the statutory pPericd. We do not know of any -
such-pyoof at this time, althcugh one can speculate that it i
Possible-that more intensive investigation would disclose itfw

In conclusion, it is our opinion that there are identifiable
violations of law against Dr. King that cannot now be prosecuted
because of the statute of 1imitat'_i.ms-and, in some cases, because
of the death of the subjects. ) ; CEE ‘¢

Death of Martin Luther King

As the Murphy memorandum indicates, we were unable tc fin2

any indication that the FBT actually caused Dr. King's ascassinaticn,

: On the contrary, if one can rely uron lcgic as helpful, indicationg

| are that ithe Far probably did not want King's death because it

wld bring him +hs Tartrdam and favorable irace which the entire
Bursau canpaign wes de ignad to prevent. lievertheless, the long
CITaign of haraszment fairly aives rise to the question whether it

“uliinaced in some action which caused hig death, and logically

rzizes tha question whether the investigation by the Bureau into

~ his death vas tainted by its institutional dislike for King. &)

Recorrmesﬁation -

thile we have been able to ascertain a great deal about the
relationship between the FBI and Dr. King threugh our review, and

3/ Section 241 is violated when "two or more Persons conspire to
Injure, oppress, threaten or intimidate any citizen in the free
exercise or enjoyment of any right cr orivilece secured to him
by the constitutional laws of the United States. . " Section 242
piohibits essentially the same conduct by an individual acting

. under color of law, as the Frincipals involved were. ((1

?
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< - . Task Force and Advisory. Committee Charter

The general charter of both the Task Force and the Advi
Comittee would, as 4 icated, be to carmplete an investigation
of the file ang witnesses as they bear upon the questions posed
hy your November, 1975, directive. fThe Task Force ard Advisory
Cammittee would have complete and total access to all files,
igomation, data, bemoranda, personnel, witnesses, and any
other. irformation, both in ard out of government, ralevant to
their tasks. The Task Force would also have ordirary litigating
Division access to current FBI assistance and other normal
resources of the r:epartnent@) 1 : -
e In completing the King review, there are Saveral spacific
w00 tasks which the Tasik Force and Advisory Committee ought to -
- address; (ﬂ) _— ' -

A) Field Offica Reviews

“.. ¢ 'We.have not read any of the files in ke field. Aithough ve
" have no basis to believe that these files will disclose new cr .
v significant additicnal information, the recent dizclosures of
" the 92 Surreptitious entries acainst the Socialist Workers Party
« - 3n New Yook, which were aprarently discovered Cily by a carepi]
. review of field office files, suggest that a review of such files
|| ‘concerning Dr. Kinc is aleo in order, It is possible that ithese
files would contain r=cords of actiong against Dr. ¥ing which
h23 not been Sanctinned by headquartarg, although thig ig curely
speculative, A comlete review would require the Task Force to
read the field offics filee om at lesss Dr. Xing, the sGC, ad
other related subjects as thev aorear from theose files.Cuq .

B) Headguarters Files

We have not read a1l headquarters files on pr. Ring -~
L) (7 (©).. -] We have only soot-checked and folleved cross-
refefences €3 files on SCC, CPUSA, Commuinist Intluence on Racial
 Matters, Mrs. King, [.-.__(1:12‘(_?_)__(_6_)"_..‘_.._,_:,.__._..‘]‘ar‘.d a2 few other
related filos, There has been no urcertaking a2s jet to reviewr
- files in order +o determine whether similar eownterintelligence
- Campaigns were directed at other civil rights activists such as
Dr. Ralph Abernathy, pr. James Farmer, or cthers. The likeiihood
a review of all such materials would lead to prosecutive
or disciplinary actions seems to be remote in light of the passage
of time and the adeption of the Attorney Ceneral's new guidelires.
Nevertheless, fow of us Suspected the scope of the FBI's ), J
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activities as thev have now been revealed in related matters,
$0 a complete evaluation would recessarily require a total . .
review of hsadquarters files. &,) ;

) Findings of wrongdoing which may be the subject of .
possible criminal prosecution and are not time barred should '
be referred to the Criminal or Civil Rights Division a2s their
interest may appear (| Y , W
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D) Disposition of Martin Luther Xing Tapes R : m,?

. ) 1o/ Y X

The FEI aocuired tapes, oroduced transcripks, oand placad
infarmation in the Siles throush improper and illegal investigative 2
astivities. Th~ question therefore arises as to the proper ard : »
legal dispozition of these moterials which were irgroperly cotained i
and which are scurrilous and immaterial to any preoer law enforce- e
ment function or historic purpose. As you know, CLC has ta
researched this issus in connection with the destruction of {Ben
improgerly acquirsd materials relating to (...(b)(7)(C)..) 1 4
would suggest that OLC, the Task Force, and the Advisory Committee o
jointly work our a procedure for reviewing..these tapes and
related matsrials for curposes of recamrarding which might ke o
destroyed, taking into account the requirdrents of the Privacy o
Act, the Freedom of Information Act, and the Federal Records Act. 4/ iy
Tt may aiso ke approprizte to consult the King family concerning "
the destruction of some or all of these materizls. (ie have %)
been informed that family representatives mav have indicatsd such
a preierence during contacts with the staif of the Senate Select
Committee.) In addition, because some of the informaticn in 65,
- . . L
ki 2 ?I(‘.

4/ Deputy Assistant Attorney General Mary Lawton indicates pre-
liminarily that this approach is plausible althougn there ray be some P s
requirements or infommation calling for consultation with the Archivist..q, )
g T k
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question would be treated in a sensational fashion if "leaked"
to the public, broczdural safequards would have to be carotully
followed. Meedless to say, it would be highly improper if thig

Other than principals, we have not identified agents who
took illegal or improper action against King, or the extent of
their culpability. In Iy opinion, the FBI should be directed

to urdertake thig assesavent itself, and report to you its firdings

ard any disciplinary acticn proposed or taken. The Task Force
and Advisory Committee shon refer any information it discovers
indicating a potential for discipline to the FBI for appropriate
follow-up. Your of‘ice and the Bureau would, of course, also
be free to consult the Task Force and Committee concerning

the discipline issue generally or on a case-by-case bas:.s(u)\

F) Potential Remedial Action

Assuming the validity of our conclusion that the FzI
. repeatedly viclated pr. King's federally-protected rights; that
Prosecutive action is time varred; that death and retiremnent

prevent effective disciplinary action: amd that the new gquidelines

pPraclude zay recurrance of thiz kird of activity, the question

arises whether “ha Department has an obiigation to make My Earhhae
effort o do justice in this matter. fThe Question is especialily

xclevant here because the Ring family will be unlikely to ssek
civil redracs in demages for fear of further publicizing the
scwrrilous nature of the information acquiral, and booatizs wha
full extent of the viclations are known only to the government.
Moreover, the FBI files show that the carpaign against Xing did
"Succead to the point of causing him serious ard prolonged mental

anguish. The files reflect that the Bureau's action, especially

the mailing of the tape, occasioned [...........(b)(?){C)..:
ceeseseas] and professional discord--all injuries that couid

be compensable in a private damage action urder 42 U.5.C. §1983.4

On the other hand, one can arque that in'spite of the.
attempts to discradit Dr. King, his reputation in the communi ty
~ has rot been damaged in any measurable way by these actions.

On the contrarvy, it might e argued that damage will occur cnly by

publicly raising the King file through a continuation of 't‘.'v'_;
investigation. gf{ W) : o

.

5/ Primarilv for this reason, the Chief of the Criminal Section,
Robert a. Marphy, recommends against further inquiry by Task Force

or 2dvisory Camittee. @‘
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- Under these circumstance-s, I suggest that it is proper
for the Tasik Force and Advisory Comitten to consider th. fou::ibility
and Propriety of canpensating King's Swrvivors or, perhaps with '
their Oncurrence, tha King Fourdatig +_This could pa accomplished
either by direct PXTent or u private bill, Precedent for such
Copensation exjigts in the settlemant of the CTA's cage involving JL
the 1sp exXperiments, and in casos involving uncuthorized disscming- m
tion of informatjion by the Bureay, Contrary debate is also
eccurring with resard to a privage bill to curiensate victimg
‘of the Wounded Knee Massacre. Jf this issye ig made a part of the
Task Force's ang Advisory Committoa's Charter, they shonla consider
all factors, for ang against, andg rescrmnni accordingly. /2 )

o
J. Stanley Pottinger
Assistant Attorney Generaj
Civil Rights Division

Attachment

1
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Ir April, the Atlanta office of the #3I submitte d a

37 page monrograph on Dr. King which included a statement that.
information obtained during a three year period ending in
September 1961 indicated no communict infinense on I Kiag or i
SCLC. On May 10, IFBI Headguarters advised the 5S40 '171 Atlanta
h*t ‘his conclu.-.mn was mot consistent with facts wentioned =~ |
elsevhere in the monegraph and instructed him to delete that :
conclusion from the monograph. The next day, Hoover ralaced !

King in Sectwn A of the Reserve Index, labeled Communi @)
g
5 3 T 5 R - . ‘ .'
. ... CLASSIFIED; TOP SECRET . _
7. . . _EXEMPT PURSUANT TO 5 USC §552(b) (1) " ek

- (s) kW

‘In June 1962 the SAC in "Tﬂu ‘?ov"* sent memorenda +a

thc Buroan reperting that Xing and [(b) (7) (¢)d =ot and thas
[(b)(?)(c) .U’l...CC.......-...l.‘ICOOCCIl.l.l.ll.‘..l... 3
. he speculated about whethser the Attorney General wight ba abls
kL :é Lo [ (b)(7)(c)..l-!OOIIOOctﬂootooscacvuotvvcoa'lt L

cececrascancaceanreacass.] TS points up an inconsisre:
the artitude of tha Bur2au conseraing [(53(7)(()] Cun onz h :
. [®0XA)] was referred to in some Rureau memwos as[(b)(7)(e)... -

...l...."....ll...I......I.'OI.O..'...0‘!......‘..'.....1!..1

see --*-“-1 In cthers he was cited as part of the proof of
I[( 7)(c)ocaoo¢--nooot-.ooto.occnt.oootoooco] :‘,‘h"a Bfl'}.'...&u t.;].a')

reporied XKing's reaction to stories thoit [ (B)(7)(C)eeevvses.]
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Ta ,mlv Attorney General Kennedy »
| tize Dizector regorting a raz zquest f'L‘O".I Sen 10
for information conceraing vacial azitasion and CouElEn:
flvence in racinl matters. (S.:::u.....:' Mamsaass (D“‘n‘-oug) cade |
a similar inquiry a few days later). The Senator's request was
apparem.]y proupted by testimony by Gov. Ross Barnett of: dissis-'
sippi against arn administration public acccmmodations bill,

- Bamnett had raised the questicn of communist infiuence. Two

"days later: Gov. Jallace of Alabaza testified in similar fash:.on.
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'Hocver sent the Attorney General an 1€ page memorandun cap=- |

:l‘...looolnvl.ll;-tnto_J The ;&tto&.;e? Geﬁernl Wwas “PS‘-"S R
iparticular‘y in view of his recent pub ic statements. l *;

lﬂ\whm\JW{wnMM«‘r%M&ﬂn }
WWWMMq Mae Wt Whan ]\)m'ﬁ deWﬁ *

The Director's mexzo to the A::crncf General statad that the s«t/'ve Rveof
Coununist P'Ltv was not able to assume a leaderhip cole in I defad
ractial varest at that time but hoped te axpioit tie situztion

ldeleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C).ocesecess. s el

-_.-.9'..'_...-.-_----];

_ On July 18, 1963, Attorney Genaral Kennedy apparently
initiated a discussion sLth his FBL liszison, Courtney Evans,
concerntng the f2as5ibility of clectronic surveillance on
Dx. Ring lLecause of possibile cowrmunist influence on King.
Evans disccuraged rhe Attorney General, weighing the risk of
public dis clcsure against the dlffi&ul»y of electronically |
surveilling King who moved about the country so much but
stating that a teaalbilitj study could ba done. After %ne
Atlanta office reported that electronic surveillance was
fez2sible and secure, the Bureau prepared the necessary
authorization papers for a tesur on King's residesns or at
gay future address to which he may move, and for a casur on
SCLC or any future address to which it may move, and sent
them to thz Attormney General on July 23. On July 25, the.
Attorney general declined, believing it to be ill advised.

On’Julj 17, 1983, President Kennady answered & gues-
tion &t a press conference to the effect tnar there was no
evidence that civil rights dewonstrations wera communist
inspirad. It was in this same month that the FBI openad

an investigative file cailed "Communist Influsnce in Raci
Matters'., On July 128, the Direstor ssac a mema ts 2il 34
instyuctise thom 2o Ba glect t¢ oy inisraaticn ConcoTaing

such influence. The Attowney Conarcl soid in July thot the | [?P/F) !

FBI had no evidence that any civil rights leaders were com--
trolled by Conmunists. Letters similar in tore wara snnt to
Senators Magnuscn and Monvoney om July 23. On July 29, f

tioned: "Martin Luther King: Affiliation wita the Coszmmist
Mc»ement". [Heleted pursuant to (b) (1)......CLASSIFIED: TOQP SECRET
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baligved that corsala beople would feel he wes protecting ¥ing, PF
He sent the peno back to the =3[ demandiny documencation of the

allezacicns about ¥iny. | . [ CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET.......... _
a....-..-.-.-.....Em‘LPT- 5 USC (b)(l) 5 . I‘I_.I

LU I L B L B B R B I A A Y

...“.l....l......ll..l...l....l...‘l.l...lC.C".‘.....‘...-]:.’{'-'Tsj ;

CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET- EXEMPT- (b) (1)

(TS

Also in August 1953, the Tdeleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C) [7
) _._!-‘:h:‘l-_.-"l P ?..‘ e a. s e s e n: :_q ® -:-: ..._]_' A COnVQI.‘SGEiﬂn bg":{!",r{ ‘(J,'n,g e
and an crpleyiE oL "SCLE Va5 ovarheard as a rosult of a tasur #
on . ..CePXe) -+« home which Attoraey Gereral Kennedy had b&/ﬂj/

T
cuthorlzed in July zt the sume time he had refused authorizing g/ ,0
on King; [deleted pursuant Ea AB)(TINEY s v s 6550 iR oo mmns |

———— na . T e e — s

- ——— T o s

a .-o..o-o-.o-ouoooo;oo-‘ .\‘ '
setecsscessascnanss]  These convarsacicni Tars ranielzd to tha T"&/M/E L
- bepazimene,  In the same monch, the Puvearn. nyorbra=d = conves- m I#ﬁ

saticn belween (M) and Gordon Haslell of the ACLYU thar tha ﬂ/,,"l ' &
Attorney Gereral or Fdward &, Murrow, then head cf shn BsYA, Jo A I8
might zive Wine an 2uward on bohalf o2 tha ACLY, In =n zffoaxt
te prevani the presentaiion, Murzow was sent a SEoRET letger

“dvising him that Haskell Lad besn elscted chzimmas Of vie |

rndapa

adent Scelalist League about sin years prev.:.:-.;slg.}'f W

It was also in Augusc 1963 that the Domestic Tntelli-
genee Division of the FBI, headed by Willizm Builivan prepared
a memorandum analyzing the corsunisc party's eifcrcs to exploit
Yegroes. The mermorandum concluded thot the effort was Llangely
unsuccassful tut cheuld be closely watched, It statcd thas the
Corminist Party regarded King as the wbst iikely veliicle ithvough
vaich it could achieve its goais. It contained no new informa-
tion about King and did not conciuda that ke was a communist(ﬁ;;-

| TOP SECRET
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Hoover rejected the memo with a oarcasrxc rom
: Same FEI persoanel had once said the same thing about Castsro,
Sullivan apclogized saying the Director was rizht and he and
others were wrong. Sullivan called King the most dangeroug
Negro in the country from the stands point of cormunism, the
Fegro and national securz;y The memo disclosed that five
people were working full time at Headquarters on the Nagro-
. commun;sL.lnfluence queSLionfﬁgj # ’ ]

"‘:& .

= "In September the substance of more overheard conversa-
$tions were reported to the Attorney General., It appears that
'g;:;at this time King had stopped talking directly with (ﬂﬁ)&)

qbecau.,e of the pressure from the Kennedy administraticn,

¢ However, indicaticns are that King communicated with tb)(‘”&')

» + +X?3e) vwhe had now become counsal to King. « Indeed, |
Ring asked ..(DC) this time if his “Erddnd®, . . .(g(-;)(n sonih
' understood why King had not called him, Kin" said he wanted
to wait until the civil rights debate was over. The AtLornﬂy
Ceneral was advised that @) was overheard talking with Kirg,
e DDE] and [<W(()Jabout various matters ineluding the Birming-
ham bc_roj.nc,.h 4 replacement for QYXC), making money frcma @
record of E\fnu 8 sneeches and a forthcs::.:a"- Lc*“ of I{Lﬁg'cﬁl’f 78

inder that the
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| es thexe 3 ot cnly alleged communist ing

AR L L deleted pursuant to (b)(7) ©).:i...]  On september :.5,
i Sm.la.van Propused incresased covarage of the Cozmunist Party! a

efforts to influsnce Hagroes. Hoovor rejected the proposzal ? :
sa:ca..(.icnlly saying that it would be a waste of resources in
view of the earlier memo of Sullivan's D;.\.«.Lsz.on. On Septe:aner
25, Sullivan apologized agein and ra n\_med his ‘proposal for |

:.nte'm:.fz.ed coverage. Hoover approved the proposa.l on octobs-r
1, 196305
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Lwellucts the coverage was to be evaluzted after 30 days becausa

|| war assagsinated anon after the 30 day evaluation was com-
-

~ day cxtension, largely because of information obtainzd tha

CONFIDENTIAL

CLASSIFIED: EXEMPT UNDER (b) (1) - BT

— o . _ " ® | \
(fOn Octobar 10, 1963 Attorney General Kennedv appraved
the renuest cn a trial basis (he also apprcvad a tasur on SCLC
ja Naw Yorik City at the szme time; on October 21, he approved
on2 on SCLC in Atlanta) saying to contirme it if productive /hm B
results and asking to.be advised 1f pertinent information de- |/ k.
veloped on communist connections. Attorney General Kennedy
had expressed concern about a tap on King's here frem a secu-
rity standpoint., He tcld Evans, "the last thing we could |
afford to have weuld be a discovery of a wiretap cn King's
residence". After receiving Evans' assurance of sscurity,
Kennedy said that he recognized the importance of coverage if
substantial information was to be developed abont the ralaticm-
ship between King and the Communist Darty. Althcugh tha file

of Xenmedy's uncertainty about it, there is no record that ths
Fareat sver went bask to the Attommey Genmeral for uoproval or

Fo DT

o
tiat rennedy inquired about the results. However his brether

- plated. The evalwation was internal and it recuized in 5

(2]
-
-

- had nothing to do with comrunist influznce, for example, .
~_[deleted-" (b)(7)(C)...]SCLC finances and Kiag's travel pIZrs, (w)

: Bureau records indicate that seven wiretaps and sixte
' microphones were used against King or SCLC over a two year L

. periodtpﬁ) ) |
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Llretao ‘:u*veil ance of Dr. Riug and the SCLT
Location | Instalied Discontinued
King's home 11/8/63 4/30/85
New York City cpartment 8/14/64 9/8/64 £
.+ | Hyatt House, Los Angeles 4124/ 64 412666 |
. Hyatt UOUSu, Los Ar-g,ele., 7/17/64 7/9/64 1.
.. Claridge Hotel,
Atlantic City _ . 8/22/64 8/27/64 P
SCLC, Atlantza ' 11/8/€3 6/21/65 !
"l SCLC, New York 10/24/63 17247645 |
T 3 ' i 7/31/6# 7/31/64
Micrarhcne Survullance of Dﬁ. _i. Jan. 6%4-Nov., 63 .
| Location - Installed |
“ . -Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C. © 1/5/64
- ‘Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee - o 1/277164 ;
. Hilton Hawaiian Village, Honolulu 2/18/64 ?
'+ Ambassader Hotel, Los Angeles J2]20/54% ;
_Hyatt House, Los Angeles 2122784
Statler Hotel, Detzoit 3/12/5%
Senzter Motel, Sasvamento 4/23)5%
Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles o 1171584
¥-nger Hotel, Savannah -.".-9(28/54
L Fark "'*_......e;., Yew York ©5.48/65
" . . Americapa Hotzl, New York. 1/28/55
Park Sheraton, New York '3/29/65
Sheraton Atlantic, New York 5/12/65
 Astor Hotel, New York - 10/14/65
New York Hilton, New York 10/2&/65

. URCLASSIFED

Americane llotel, New Yozk =
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¥ ¥ In November the Bureau had the tesurs in plsc° at King's
3 < home and at SCLC Headquarters and thsy beran to cverhear King

y Jﬁ' talicing [...................(b)(?)(C)..........................]
o and reeounting past meetings., Toey alsc overheard conversations
- .5 betveen King and (LXDEK) about a forthcomlﬂg book and a m2eting

% ot iIn New York wit OO ... ,(photo"rhpbq were taken

3\ = ghc,wj_ng I(;mg, ...(b)('))(o s e e e toaethhr in New Vork) axd about
)'@% & fund ralsing party for King. r"CLASSIFIEIJ' bECRET..........,.

CU..Q/V{ ﬁw /f\'vrw% dLIB’ - WY A l/h

wie o TRTOPSECRET

In Octcber the Attorney Genersl was advisaed that Ring
aad (B #zain discussed a veplaceument for W) and that
XE) snid he would discuss it with Kirg's "friend”. Renno 2dy
was also advised that King hkad veceived a telegram from a '
Russian poet.

In October uhe Dureau sent to various gaovernment offi-
cials a monogroph captioned: Communicm and the Hegre HMovement -~
& Current Analysis. It concerned King primarily and contained
unavorable references to him, including persecnal coaduct un-

releted to any associlation thn the Communist Party. The
curcau kmew it would upset tha Attorney Geneval, It did. He

~ordered all copics recovered, They uor“1ﬁk)

HIT-(b](1)lc..aa.olllo..C.tOl.O.C.o-.a-o.o.c...to..j\fs)
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| Returning to December 1963 the Bureuu learned through |

one of the taps that Ring was going to mect with Presideat
Jomson, loover approved sanding to the lhite House the wono~
f=3ph about King that had been previcusly disseminated but re-
€ziled by Actomey General Xeanady., Hoover did not advise the
Attomey Ceneral of his intention. In fact, for some time
3ftef President Kennedy's assassinatien, Hoover ccomunicatad
?chctly with the White House and did not a ways inform the
A~tomey General of what ke was doing({i)
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two dealt specifically with King and his personal 1ifs. Sullivan

: ?of K;ng fg; n;gety.dayg and to giva ;he case priority attention

- UNGLASOIFER * -
' 1aL3d. .
Also In December, presumably saensins an opnortunity

' -‘\IJ
because of a new President to beccme more aggressive in theiz

 effort tc discredit King, the Burcau had a one day conferance
at ‘Headquarters to explore the communist influence in racial
mAatcers cnd to ''discuss avenues of approzch to exposing King's
unholy aliiance with the CPUSA". A 21 item working paper was
propared in advance of the meeting. Sullivan characterized
Ring as a ''dupe of the communists but also a man of low char-
acter". Sulliven prepared 2 memorandum for his superiors re-
porting the results of the December 23 weeting. The neeting
was dattendad by two agents from Atlanta, Sullivan and four |
other men from Headquarcers. Sullivan reported that the meet-
ing pointed up the need for further information on six points.
Four dealt with SCLC, its money and its personnel. The other

stated, "We will, at the proper time when it can be done with-
out emdarassment to the Dureau, expose Kingz as an immoral
opportunist who is rot a sincere person but is exploiting the
racial situation for personal gain... [We] will expose King -
for the clerical fraud and Marxist he is at the first oppor- ok
tunity". It was agreed to continue the security investigacion’ 1 E )
{w

In January 1984 King was named ‘Man of the Yeur' by
Magazine. On & UPI press rlease announcing the seleciionm,
Hoover wrote: "They had to dig d=ep in the garbage to coma u
with this one”, On January 8, 1984 a memo was prepared by
Sullivan reccmrending getting King off of his pedestal and
placing him with ancther of the Bureau's choosing. The idea
was endorsed by Hoover., Headquarters told its Atlanta office
to start sending daily memos abount King. In a follow up to |
the December 23, 1963 meeting the Burezu began a review of L
the tax returns for the previcus 5 years of King, SCLC and the
Gandhi Society; the Director instructed Atlanta to sa2ck iufor-
mation of adverse views of King or SCLC from within the Hegro
movement, stating these would bs good four counterinrelligence;(u)

ST




TP il

I the Director instructed New York to stay aluvt for La evaslon
- information on Xing or his crgenizatiocns and to provide informa-
; tion of any effort to utilize the media to enhance Xing's image.
; vaiouslv, these instructions pertained to inEo:ratLon that o
s wignt be obtained through tesurs and mizurs ") St mo mehm A}Slkk%q
- The first micrpphone surveillances of King nccurred in m‘m;&
e January 1364 at the Willard Hotel, An eight page summary of | b ?ﬁ
',  the tape was prepared and delivered to Walter Jemlirs of the Llom fﬁ
. White House staff, [ “deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C). nﬁg*ﬁ
Bt etesceetuiiteetiieiiecittiiaitaseissanasasss] GOVEr TEjocEe
| a recoEmendation—tWat THe Attornay Genaral gat a copy. Sullivan
4 0 pointed cut that Xemnedy might reprimend Kiag, the~may fore-
- closing the possibility of developing similar information.
Sullivan said it was important to have such information in order
"  to completely discredit King as a leader of the Negro pzople.
-§_ ' Xa briefing Jenliins, Cartha DeLoach ac?ﬂowlﬁdged that the Dirvec-

.'..Qﬂ'.

A B
SEin

» 234
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e

3,

o aretire]

tor wanted addicional informaticn prior to discusging it with 3

'cerualn friends-meaning. -among others, the media. )

i On January 27, 1964 Sullivan approved ?notu»; misur at
a Milwaukee hictel. The racommending memo pointed’ sur that be-
Lzauze pelice would b2 mearby, [ deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C) —

.
.lcl...GOt.ool‘lcccooooncotaoocooollotiooo‘d.c.u..t'OIOQQOOO[

-

SOV ET Waves: L Jdon't sudrie the conjeciure = sececscecasecs

"..l..0.I....l‘..'.l..‘...l.dl‘D..O....I.l.-] \}—‘)

‘The Attomey General was advised that King met in New
Yr-le wich L M) ..., and others in January. Also in Janu_a'.: 2
[(b) (7) (€@hs overheard calling King a “'sucker', ignovant®, -
Hinexparienced', a "bad writer" and "without business sanse" 6%
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On January 17, 1964 Headquarters approved discontlﬂuance
of the coverage at bCLC in New York because of the cffisa's
inactivity. Coverage was to be reconsidered if the offica be-
came active. Hoover testificed before the House Approw.la igns
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Committee in January and made scue off-the-record remarks about
Ring and the comsunist Influence in the racial movement, waich

4 | caused a public furor when they were discussed in a Josaeph Alsop

newspaper column in ﬁpril.(}&)

CLASSIFIED: SECRET........EXEMPT- (b)(1)
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. On February 12, 19¢3 the Director in 2 mems to the Atlanta
officze, roferred to a conversation in which[ deleted pursuant

to (b)(7)(C).... e cressccessssass] Hoover
instiuctéd Atlanta to be alert to [=(b)(7)(C)....]for counter-
Intelligence purposes. He indicated Re wanted to capitaliza on
it and welcomed suzgestions as to hou it could be doae.ﬁ}J

() Lom b2
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On February 13, 1984, Assistant Attornsy Gereral Burks
~ Marshall sent files to the White House concerning King,[(b)(7)(C)]
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= J--(b)(?)(c)-- e made b reference to a Septowber 1263

~memo he sent to the Director concerning his, Marshall's, con-

) versation with Ring in which he provided King with specific
information °hoa~[...(b)(?)(C)....-]. Maxrchall wanted President
Johnson to know of Kirg's baci sground. Ha2 did not krow that

- the Bureau had b2en providing the White House with such infor- y;
- mation. DeLoach sent Hoover a nemorandum about Marshall's @_(
% | letter and a meating DeLoach had with Bill Moyers and Walter
: Jenklns about the letter., He reported that the White House
' alstrusted Attorney General Kennady s motives in providing the
- £iles, Personal marginalia written on the memo by Koover in-
- dicates his dislike of Marshall and Deputy Atterney Ceneral
| Katzenbach. b*) ,

An response to inEormaLLon about a rumored plct to S o 0
assassinate King, Headquarters sent Atlanta a memo-on the A
eighteenth stating that the Bureau was to be advised promptly
of information concerning violence to be directed against King,
' Finally in February the Director advised the New York and
Atlanta offices to gather all prev1ous references to King's v
- fortheooming bosk and put them in one memorandum so that th

5Bureau could take some action in counterxn;c1llgencv or other-
Sloe "o disecrodit Ring or otherwise neutralize his effeclive-
mess becauqa ¢f communist influence on aim.'(?;)

: Zing met en Februzry 29 with [...(d)(7)(C)....] ia New
| York Cx:y.(}) :

i " Vhen Xingz went to Hawaii in eebrua s» agents f=om San

~ - -Francisco were sent to the island to install micrephonas ia
bis hotel. Suilivan justified the installation as an attempt
‘to cbtain facts about King [..(b)(?)(c) to that ..., might be
‘used agaant hﬁm.cl) :

In March 1904, conversations contlﬂdnd to be JnLeLLaoted
" and reported., Also in March King was approached by twoc people,
in government: one was an invitation frbm Sargent Shriver to
consult on a poverty study being done by OEO; the other was a

SAG ANV PR L0 ks 15
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discussion aith a member of thg State Departmnﬂ* (friend of )F#)
the Kennedy's) about King's participating in a civil rights $ i
memwrial for President Kennedy. Among thz comments on the
Burezau mamo absut these contacts were that it was shecking,

In view of Attorney General and White House knowledze of King's
. Communist Party cormections, that is was dls*urbing, particu~,
| larly becauee King was “...an individual so fraught with evzl.tab

On March 4, it was recomrended to Sullivan and approved
by Hoover that che Attorney General be given the resulis of
 the Willard Hotel nisur and more recent misurs in Hawaii and |
! Los Angeles., Evans.was to tell the Attorney General that King
shouldn't be told of the information. He was provided the
. informaticn now because Berl Bermhard was scheduled to inter-
*view King in connection with a possible memorial te President:
Rennedy and it was thought that the Attorney General mizht
cancel the interview. The White House was also provided with

= e = "; = z i ° ' I
Cok im s iEEaRSR ) g o b Sl 2

’"‘"‘"‘h
- On March 9, 1964-0ﬂ¢0(£) mer with King in Atlanta. In
faron, the Bureau proposed,ﬂnd carried out save*al significant
| gectiors against King, They installed 2 misur on Sullivan's

i+ authorization in a Detro-t hotel where klng was staying. After’
it ,uov-\aﬂg L‘na,_ M""’qu“‘t"e ""'IJ.VE 'f“tr vtar-' ng'-\-rv trs urva-r-l| t‘:_y:g an

i
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honorary depree, noaver'apnro ed ha\r:'m'Jr the SAC in pilwaukee
i give tha Chancelior of the University a monogrash spoui King
| that cited his communist parhy connections and raievred to ils
being a moral degenerate. Marquette had previously honored
| Poover and the Bureau memo that recommended this action thought
il it was "shocking" that the University would also honor King{ts)

(b)CT)CCJ -+ +, whom King was considering audlﬂo to ais
staff, attendead a party in New York at the Soviet Mission. As
. a counterintelligence activity, the FBI provided the New York .
4 Daily Mews with this information for a news article which was
published. Thae Director turned down 2 request cf Representa-
tive Smith of Virginia for _nformatzon about YO
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' with the notation, "not now". King was photographad by the FBI ’
in Loy Angeles with an aide and -- .
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In April 1964, Deloach briefed Senator Saltonstall (Mass.)
and Sprinzfield Coliege Pfresident Glenn Olds (now President
of Xent State University) about King in an unsuccessful effort .
to provent the avarding of an honorary degrees. Also in April
Josepa Also» published the article concerning Kinz, commmist
cercections, and Hoover's January testimony concerning cormmunistc
iamfluence on racial matters. King responded by criticizing the
Buzzauv's concern with communism and not with racial :GblEMﬁﬁjJ}
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On April 23, 1964 Sulllvan authorized & misur on King -2
in Los Angeles and one in Sacramento. Also in April lloover
agprovad permitting the State Department's Bureau of Intolli-
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gence and Reszarch o read the '"recalled" monograpn about Iinh. ~
The White House and Attorney Geaeral were told that King, in §_;E
.a mear intoxicated state, said he was going to go on a hunger ==
e"tr;kt in D.C. and die unless the Civil Rights Bill was passed. wy.
\ttornay Genmeral Kemnedy was advised that King had refused to :§
fdebatc Maleolm X. King confused tha Director when, for unknowvn § 3
reascns, he had his secretary advise the FEI he was zoing to "
‘give a cpeech in the Philadelphia area. Apparenily this was = <
‘the first time King had told the Bureau of his plaus and the | 3 <
S =

‘Divector wanted to know why., In later months_znd years, King :??15
‘usually told the Bureau of.-his travel plaus(?&)

| The pace of Bureau activity concerning King then seems =
R to have slackered for a few months. 1In fact, in ay 1964 S

sghe Atlenca office was told to ieave persoundl muierial zueut |

fghzng cnby in intra-Bureau communicaticns and not in anything |

 Chat migui e disseminated, However, the FNew York oificze vas |

'3&i“'“:"4 t2 caavass New York banks to fiad any accsunts oif

Kizng. An updoted prafile of King was pyepared in ey aad Saved
‘23 :h: J"”C‘flcatlu” for koepive Wins dn Ssction A of the Bosorre !

Lidex bacause of "subject's position as Presideat of SCLC arc
11} L

‘he centinues tc be controlled by Communists. The summazy
thp pT O*ila D“lvlﬂallf containea statement that King ".
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In May 1964 King repeated an earlier criticism of the
FBI's conce:n with ccommunist influence on hir and the ra clal
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