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r. sextter “ing Harold Weisberg

The Ming Center 7627 Old Aesceiver Rd.

444 Aubrrn Ave., Frecerick, N 21702
flanta, G0 50312 3/8/91

Deor liv. Sing,

If hvalth problos had not prevented it I'd have wrditten you as soon as ¥&Em
you and your mother came out for a trial Tor James Larl Ray. I write now, in
violation of doctor®s orders, in the belief + can inform you and to encourage
you not to expect too guch, .crhaps not to expect the ikpossible, should Ray
be granted a trial. Aside from what & learned in witing my book FPrame~Up:
the Martin Suther King/Jemes Eorl Say Unse and what thercafter I leanied as
Ray's investigator, I filed FUIA lawsults againat the govarnmeﬂfr and got about
€0,000 pages of what had beun secret records.You and your center are welcome,
by the way, b copies of ony of this and nothing wimgbe asked in return.

liost of wy vork has been on the JIK assassination. I wrote the first
bool und.I thinlt eight or nine published since thon and do not have a single
letter or phone eczll from any of those of whom I wrote so critically complain-—
ing of unfairness or ,énacmracy by aby one oi theme There was ‘80 many similari-
tﬂea that after your father was assassma‘g/ed * used FOIA to obtain inforvation
ghout that adime and L add its official invejdg-xtlon.

I conducted the inveutigntion for the hobeas corp which we succeeddd
and then for the two weeks of dlﬁ entiary hearing in the phony libéral
Judge found in c%wmdiction to all the evidence and édenied the trial. He did
use the wvords "guilt or innocence" wers "immaterial" +to what was before him,
whether Hay had been ccerced into his plea and whether he had had the "effective
pngsiditanc: of counsel." I have Ws and ﬁ‘ you'd like you can
copy them. I think you should want thoms They are thed'u{g: addressing of the
alleged official evidence under ocath) in a federal court.

Qesuned 3/2. Sorry L had tu suspend. Please readwy enclosed letter to the Wask. Post
about its ﬁday‘s dighonesties.

as best I can now recall after all those years the SCILC was persuaded by
the Lepartmnt of Justice, poas::.b],y by Asgistant sttérney Kenral Vinson, that
they had e soled case against @ay and that he would be electrocuted unless he
copped a plea. In faé'f the& had no case at all ageinst Hay. which is still true,

and they could prevent the disaster of taking a case to court only by getting

lay to ageee to a plea. There Wa& chance at all in 3’,%'36{ days of his being electro—-
cuteds



When my bock was out + tried tu duterest the SCIC and got nowhere. Ditto

for the Dlack Caucus i}{ Congress, other ﬂi:%%a‘o‘wers, who was fine. I sont
copies of the book to itlanta and others also did. No reaction. The chief

lrgwycr wru'l:e}br spoke to you%otlmr for me. We were reforred to [, Wachtel

in New York. ¥wen’c up and got no farthar thanr the reception deske Later he had

a law gtudent phone mo. P’&a never spoke to me or sew me at all or louk:ed at

any evidence.

I lmow nothing sbput this alleged new test but as of several decades ago
it was h}_tut necessary. @

I have no doubt hfhere was tie person “ay refers to as ';{)ual" and he
veiused abgulutely to give me any leads on it. I therefore do nof believe that
he will come up with any now, not any real ones. Or, basebo hopes on that or
an anything lile ite

I dotbt he had any real identification anyviay.

There seoms +o be some black mssunption of Ray's guilt. I am convinced
he was not part of any comspiracy to ldll your father o% widch he knew. Curtisf
in the Hok4llan book mede it all yo and much is ridicukous. Byers did get
leniency for a major criie. I've forgotten the details but he-lied. As s0 many
did hoping for consideratjon in return.

I ask nothinj. of you. Tou arg_ 't-realcoxfz to all off this if you waltt an:, of
it. Lt 1s, L fear, as closo to the fruth)as will b possible because the crime
itself was never investigatede It will all be a public archive at local Hood
College and if you want any infornation about ne I sugzest you ask the history
professor there who will be in chorge of that avchive, Hr. a_erald "‘c&ﬁgﬁu
Bis office phonz is 301/696-3720, His home phone is 301 /4735639,

I did not contiyue t-ri'thﬂ thie work and returned to my work on the dFK
assassination bocause = couldi not develop any interest on the part of any
black person. Othor than Yohn Conyers.

If you ave a lawiger or weuld care to have one look at it I sdgmest you
ask Justice for the file of what it gave London to get “ay extradigted. It is
public although when + sav it was marked secrot. llo case at all, They even
protendod that the nssassination was not a political erime. It was disclosed to
we in CA 718-70. I do not have the copies I used in the book but they are
Yequired to give that filo to you if you ask for it under FOIS because it is
disclosed, is now public inforsation.

Sorry L camot now bz of more help.

ligrold Velsberg



