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Dear Jim, re FBI/DJ Withholdings relating to surveillance and classifications 4/12/78 

While resting from exertion nd still wanting to get some work done on the 

xonsultancy I decided to check some sources, which did not require dictating, and to 

have these sources available for citation. 

The source I used in this case is the Church Iteport Vol.III and in connection 
with what I recall telling Jehn 2artingh and am sure I wrote him. The pages are 
attached. 

What I was looking for and did find is not, however, the reason for ey sending 

you these pages now. Rather is it for use in court cases, as with CRD withholdings. 

(It also relates to the miidentified Serial in the OPR appendix, I think 5654.) 

You will find that classification was used improperly, that TOP SECRET claseifi-
cation was used on memoranda Aor tee sole purpose of hiding FBI illegal activities 

against Dr. 'ing. In this case buggig  

If they had by any onance become legal with the authorization of the AG, it is 

clear he did not authorize them. 

It also is clear throughout this part of the report that there was no basis for the 

"national security" claim and that it was, rather, used for political purposes. Theca 
are spelled out by the Fill in terms of its concept of Dr, King's private life end its 

i

e: 	determination to destroy him and his leadership. 

You heard no tell 'J ohn that 1 knew the FBI used other than FBI agents for con-
ducting some of its surveillances. "eve that also is explicit, with descriptione ofnthe 

people they used. And, of course, citations to FBI files, as is true of the entire 

Church report. 

It thus becomes a simple matter for the FBI to bug and tap and not have the acts 
e  listed in its logs of its own !authorized" bugging and tapping. 

The Church report is also explicit on the end of "authorization" lone before 
the time reflected in ;serial 5654 and the oveeheard conversation of Arbenatha end Coretta. 
Yet that record is explicit, the information, if it oan be called that, was the result 
of a wire—tap. In fact authorization had been asked and refused at that time. Dut there 

is, nonetheless, the fruit of that tap. 

These items are also useful in my PA requests, in 1996 in connection with the 
surveillance items, on classification and its legitimacy and es a general characteri-

zation of the attitude to.ard compliance and toward the court. 

heetily, 

Ya 
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-ord
ered

 its field
 offices to review

 th
eir files foi "

su
b

versive' in
forz 

m
ition -abont- D

r. - K
in

g an
d

 to-su
b

m
it th

at in
form

ation
 to F

B
I h

ead
-__ 

q
u

arters in
 rep

orts "
su

itab
le for d

issem
in

ation
."

 "
 

T
h

e B
u

reau
 h

ad
 ap

p
aren

tly also b
een

 en
gaged

 in
 an

 exten
sive su

r. z  

- veillan
ce of D

r. K
in

g's civil righ
ts activities sin

ce th
e late 1950s 

under an F
B

I program
 called "R

acial M
atters." T

his program
, w

hich 
w

as u
n

related
 to C

O
M

IN
F

IL
, req

u
ired

 th
e collection

 of "
all p

ara.-, 
n

en
t in

form
ation

"
 ab

ou
t th

e "
p

rop
osed

 or actu
al activities"

 of in
d

i-
vid

u
als an

d
 organ

ization
s "

in
 th

e racial field
."

 211  S
u

rveillan
ce of D

r. 
K

in
g's civil righ

ts activities con
tin

u
ed

 u
n

d
er th

e R
acial M

atters p
ro-

gram
 after th

e C
O

M
IN

F
IL

 case w
as op

en
ed

. In
d

eed
, th

e O
ctob

er 
1962 m

em
orandum

 w
hich authorized the C

O
M

IN
F

IL
 case specifically 

p
rovid

ed
 th

at "
an

y in
form

ation
 d

evelop
ed

 con
cern

in
g th

e in
tegra-

tio
n

 o
r ra

cia
l 

activities 
o
f th

e S
C

L
C

 m
u

st [a
lso

] b
e rep

o
rted

 
[u

n
d

er a] R
acial M

atters cap
tion

."
 "

 
T

h
e first F

B
I allegation

s th
at th

e C
om

m
u

n
ist P

arty w
as attem

p
t-

in
g to in

filtrate th
e S

C
L

C
 ap

p
eared

 in
 a rep

ort from
 th

e F
B

I to 
A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral R

ob
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y, d
ated

 Jan
u

ary 8, 1962."
 T

h
e 

rep
ort stated

 th
at on

e of D
r. K

in
g's ad

visers—
h

erein
after referred

 
to as "A

dviser A
"—

w
as a "m

em
ber of the C

om
m

unist P
arty, U

SA
." " 

W
ith

in
 a few

 m
on

th
s F

B
I rep

orts w
ere d

escrib
in

g an
oth

er of D
r. 

K
ing's associates—

hereinafter referred to as "A
dviser B

"—
as a "m

em
-

b
er of th

e N
ation

al C
om

m
ittee of th

e C
om

m
u

n
ist P

arty."
 '=

 T
h

e 
allegation

s con
cern

in
g th

ese tw
o in

d
ivid

u
als form

ed
 th

e b
asis for 

op
en

in
g th

e C
O

M
IY

F
IL

 in
vestigation

 in
 O

ctob
er 1962. 

It is u
n

clear w
h

y th
e F

B
I w

aited
 n

in
e m

on
th

s to op
en

 th
e C

O
M

IN
 

F
IG

 in
vestigation

."
 T

h
e B

u
reau

 m
igh

t h
ave b

een
 h

op
in

g to acq
u

ire 
n

ew
 in

form
ation

 from
 m

icrop
h

on
e an

d
 w

iretap
 su

rveillan
ce of A

d
-

viser A
's office, w

h
ich

 w
as in

itiated
 in

 M
arch

 1962."
 H

ow
ever,it d

oes 

"
M

em
o

ra
n

d
u

m
 fro

m
 D

irecto
r, F

B
I to

 S
A

C
. A

tla
n

ta
, 2

/2
7

/C
. T

h
e in

stru
ctio

n
s 

d
id

 n
ot d

efin
e w

h
at w

as m
ean

t b
y "

su
b

versive."
 R

ep
orts from

 field
 offices d

u
rin

g 
- th

e en
su

in
g
 m

o
n

th
s co

n
sid

ered
 a

s "
su

b
v
ersiv

e"
 su

ch
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 a

s th
e fa

ct th
a
t 

D
r. K

in
g b

ad
 b

een
 on

e of 350 sign
ers of a p

etition
 to ab

olish
 th

e H
ou

se C
om

m
ittee 

o
n

 U
n

-A
m

erica
n

 A
ctiv

ities. (F
B

I R
ep

o
rt. N

ew
 Y

o
rk

. 4
/1

3
/0

2
) T

h
ese in

stru
ctio

n
s 

to
 th

e field
 w

ere issu
ed

 o
n

 th
e first d

a
y
 o

f D
r. K

in
g
's tria

l in
 w

h
ich

 h
e a

n
d

 sev
en

 
h

u
n

d
red

 oth
er civil tigh

ts d
em

on
strators w

ere ch
arged

 in
 A

lb
an

y, G
eorgL

a.,_w
ith

 
p

a
ra

d
in

g
 w

ith
o
u

t a
 p

erm
it (A

tla
n

ta
 C

o
n

stitu
tio

n
. 2

/2
8
/6

2
. p

. 1
.) 

F
B

I M
an

u
al S

ection
 122. p

. 5. T
h

is policy w
as later in

terp
reted

 as req
u

irin
g 

"
co

v
era

g
e"

 o
f d

em
o

n
stra

tio
n

s, m
eetin

g
s, "

o
r a

n
y

 o
th

er p
ertin

en
t in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 

concerning ra
cia

l a
ctiv

ity
."

 (M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 D
irecto

r, F
B

I to
 S

A
C

, A
tla

n
ta

, 

6
/2

7
/6

3
.) 

"
M

em
o

ra
n

d
u

m
 fro

m
 D

irecto
r, F

B
I, to

 S
A

C
, A

tla
n

ta
, 1

0
/2

3
/6

2
, p

. 2
. 

'O
n

 th
e sa

m
e d

a
y
 th

e S
o
u

th
ern

 R
eg

io
n

a
l C

o
u

n
sel-a

 resp
ected

 civ
il rig

h
ts 

stu
d

y
 g

ro
u

p
-issu

ed
 a

 rep
o
rt criticisin

g
 th

e B
u

rea
u

's in
a
ctio

n
 d

u
rin

g
 civ

il rig
h

ts 
d

em
o
n

stra
tio

n
 th

a
t w

ere th
en

 o
ccu

rrin
g
 in

 A
lb

a
n

y
. G

eo
rg

ia
_
 T

h
is rep

o
rt is d

is-

cu
ssed

 at p
p

. 89-90. 
	

- • M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 D
irecto

r, F
B

I, to
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
era

l, 1
/5

/6
2

. 
M

em
o

ra
n

d
tu

n
 fro

m
 F

red
erick

 B
a

u
m

g
a

rd
n

er to
 W

illia
m

 S
u

lliv
a

n
, 1

0
/2

2
/6

2
. 

- -"
 F

B
I h

ea
d

q
u

a
rters first req

u
ested

 th
e field

 o
ffices fo

r reco
m

m
en

d
a
tio

n
s co

n
- 

	
A

rm
in

g
 w

h
eth

er • C
O

M
IN

F
IL

 in
v

estig
a

tio
n

 sh
o

u
ld

 b
e o

p
en

ed
 o

n
 J

u
ly

 2
0

, 1
9

6
2

. 
T

h
is w

a
s th

e sa
m

e d
a
y
 o

n
 w

h
ich

 o
fficia

ls in
 A

lb
a
n

y
, G

eo
rg

ia
, so

u
g
h

t a
 ju

d
icia

l 
b

a
n

 a
g

a
in

st d
em

o
n

stra
tio

n
s led

 b
y

 D
r. K

in
g

, a
lleg

in
g

 th
a

t N
eg

ro
es h

a
d

 b
een

 en
- 

- d
a

n
g

erin
g

 th
e liv

es o
f p

o
lice o

fficers "
a

n
d

 a
g

en
ts o

f th
e F

ed
era

l B
u

rea
u

 o
f In

-
v
estig

a
tio

n
."

 (N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 T
im

es, 7
/2

2
/6

2
). 

"
A

 m
icro

p
h

o
n

e w
a
s in

sta
lled

 in
 A

d
v
iser A

's o
ffice o

n
 M

a
rch

 1
6
, 1

9
6
2
 (A

irtel 

fro
m

 S
A

C
, N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 to
 D

irecto
r, F

B
I, 3

/1
6

/6
2
) a

n
d

 a
- w

iretap
-
w

a
s in

sta
lled

—
 

	
en

 h
is office telep

h
on

e an
, 3/20/82 {A

irtel from
 S

A
O

, N
ew

 Y
ork

 to D
irector, F

B
I. 

• -
-
-

3
/2

0
/6

2
). T

h
e w

ireta
p

 w
a
s a

u
th

o
rised

_
 b

y
 th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

era
l (M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 
fro

m
 D

irecto
r, F

B
I to

 A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

era
l 3

/6
/6

2
). T

h
e m

icro
p

h
o
n

e w
as A

pproved 
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• 
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not appear that these surveillances collected any additional inform
a- 

tion
 b

earin
g on

 th
e  F

B
I's ch

aracterization
 of A

d
viser A

 as 	a
  "com

- 	—
 

m
u

n
ist: 

	

D
esp

ite th
e goals an

d
 p

roced
u

res ou
tlin

ed
 in

 th
e C

O
M

IIS
T

IL
 sec- 	

 
4
11  

tion
 of th

e F
B

I 
	the B

ureau's investigation of D
r. K

ing did not 
focu

s on
 w

h
eth

er an
y of h

is ad
visers w

ere actin
g u

n
d

er C
om

m
u

n
ist _ 

P
arty d

iscip
lin

e an
d

 con
trol or w

ere w
ork

in
g to en

ab
le th

e C
om

m
u

-
nist P

arty to influence or control the SC
L

C
." T

he m
icrophone w

hich 
had been installed in A

dviser A
's office in M

arch 1962 w
as discontinued 

b
efore th

e C
O

M
IN

F
IL

 in
vestigation

 b
egan

,"
 an

d
, alth

ou
gh

 w
iretap

 
coverage of A

dviser A
 continued—

and even intensified "—
the infor-

m
ation

 ob
tain

ed
 ap

p
ears to h

ave related
 solely to h

is ad
vice to D

i'. 
K

ing concerning the civil rights m
ovem

ent and not at all to the alleged 
C

om
m

unist P
arty origins of that advice." T

w
o F

B
I reports prepared 

in
 su

cceed
in

g years w
h

ich
 su

m
m

arize th
e F

B
I's in

form
ation

 ab
ou

t 
A

dviser A
 do not contain evidence substantiating his purported rela-

tionship w
ith the C

om
m

unist P
arty." 

W
ithout full access to the B

ureau's files, the C
om

m
ittee cannot de-

term
in

e w
h

eth
er th

e F
B

I's d
ecision

 to in
itiate a C

O
M

IN
F

IL
 in

vesti-
gation

 w
as m

otivated
 solely b

y sin
cere con

cern
s ab

ou
t alleged

 com
-

m
u

n
ist in

filtration
, or w

h
eth

er it w
as in

 p
art in

flu
en

ced
 b

y D
irector 

H
oover's an

im
osity tow

ard
 D

r. K
in

g.. T
h

e F
B

I D
irector's sen

sitivity-
to criticism

 and his attitude tow
ard D

r. K
in

g  are docum
ented in sev-

eral events w
hich occurred during the period w

hen the F
B

I w
as con-

sidering initiating the C
O

M
E

C
F

1I. investigation. 
A

s early as F
ebruary 1962. D

irector H
oover w

rote on a m
em

orandum
 

that D
r. K

ing w
as "no good." 'o 

In
 Jan

u
ary 1962 an

 organ
ization

 called
 th

e S
ou

th
ern

 R
egion

al 
C

ou
n

cil issu
ed

 a rep
ort criticizin

g th
e B

u
reau

's in
action

 d
u

rin
g civil 

righ
ts d

em
on

stration
s in

 A
lb

an
y, G

eorgia."
 A

n
 u

p
d

ated
 version

 of 
that report w

as released in N
ovem

ber 1962. A
 section entitled "W

here 
w

as the F
ederal G

overnm
ent" m

ade the follow
ing observations about 

the F
B

I : 

on
ly at th

e F
B

I d
ivision

 level (M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 Jam

es B
lan

d
 to W

illiam
 S

u
l-

liv
a

n
, 3

/2
/e4

). 
"

F
B

I M
a
n

u
a
l S

ectio
n

 8
7
, p

p
. 1

 1
3
, 8

3
-8

5
 F

o
rm

er A
ssista

n
t D

irecto
r S

u
lliv

a
n

 
testified

 : "
If a

 m
a
n

 is n
o
t u

n
d

er th
e d

iscip
lin

e a
n

d
 co

n
tro

l o
f th

e C
o
m

m
u

n
ist 

P
a

rty
. ip

so
 fa

cto
 h

e is n
o

t rea
lly

 a
 m

em
b

er o
f th

e C
o

m
m

u
n

ist P
a

rty
_

 T
h

e P
a

rty
 

d
em

a
n

d
s th

e m
a

n
's co

m
p

lete d
iscip

lin
e, th

e rig
h

t o
f co

m
p

lete d
iscip

lin
e o

v
er a

 
P

a
rty

 m
em

b
er. T

h
a
t is w

h
y th

ey h
a
v
e th

e g
ra

d
u

a
tio

n
s, y

o
u

 see, th
e fello

w
 

tra
v
eler, n

o
t a

 P
a
rty

 m
em

b
er, b

eca
u

se h
e w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t a

ccep
t th

e en
tire d

iscip
lin

e 
o
f th

e P
a
rty

. T
h

e sy
m

p
a
th

izer, a
n

o
th

er g
ra

d
u

a
tio

n
 o

f it, w
h

a
t w

e ca
ll th

e d
u

p
e, 

th
e v

ictim
 o

f C
o
m

m
u

n
ist fro

n
ts a

n
d

 so
 fo

rth
. T

h
e k

ey
-I a

m
 g

la
d

 y
o
u

 ra
ised

 th
is 

q
u

estio
n

-th
e k

ey
 to

 m
em

b
ersh

ip
 is d

o
es th

is m
a
n

 a
ccep

t co
m

p
letely

 th
e P

a
rty

 —
 

d
iscip

lin
e_

 If h
e d

o
es n

o
t, h

e is n
o
t reg

a
rd

ed
 a

s a
 g

en
u

in
e m

em
b

er."
 

II/1/75. p
. 18.) 

"
It w

a
s d

isco
n

tin
u

ed
 o

n
 A

u
g
u

st 1
6
, 1

9
6
2
. S

ee A
irtels fro

m
 S

A
C

, N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 to
 

D
irecto

r, F
B

I, 8
/1

6
/6

2
 a

n
d

 1
1
/1

5
/6

2
, a

n
d

 M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 D
irecto

r, F
B

I to
 

S
A

C
. N

ew
 Y

ork
. 11/23/62. 

'T
h

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

era
l a

u
th

o
rized

 a
 w

ireta
p

 o
n

 A
d

v
iser A

's h
o

m
e telep

h
o

n
e in

 _
 

N
o
v
em

b
er 1

9
6
2
 (M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 D
irecto

r, F
B

I to
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
era

l, 
1

1
/2

0
/6

2
). 

 

'R
t., M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 D
irector, F

B
I, to A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral K

en
n

ed
y. 

"
In

d
eed

, in
 A

p
ril 1964 a field

 office rep
orted

 th
at A

d
viser A

 w
as n

ot u
n

d
er th

e 
in

flu
en

tsof th
e C

om
m

u
n

ist P
arty. M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 S
A

C
 N

ew
 Y

ork
 to D

irector.  
4

/1
4

J
6

4
- 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 Jam
es B

lan
d

 to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
. 2/71/62._ 	

 
S

p
ecial R

ep
ort, S

ou
th

ern
 R

egion
al C

on
n

ell, 1/8/62. 
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In
 late Ju

ly 1863, th
e F

B
I op

en
ed

 a file en
titled

 "
C

om
m

u
n

ist In
-

fluence in R
acial liatters,"_and closely m

onitored preparations for the 
A

u
gu

st 28 C
ivil R

igh
ts M

arch
 on

 W
ash

in
gton

. T
h

e. F
B

I's D
om

estic 
In

telligen
ce D

ivision
 in

form
ed

 D
irector H

oover sh
ortly b

efore th
e 

M
arch

 th
at C

om
m

u
n

ist in
flu

en
ce in

 th
e civil righ

ts m
ovem

en
t w

as 
n

egligib
le. T

h
e D

irector d
isagreed

. T
h

e h
ead

 of th
e D

om
estic In

telli-
gence D

ivision, W
illiam

 Sullivan, responded by recom
m

ending m
ore 

intense. F
B

I surveillance of the civil rights m
ovem

ent. 

A
. T

h
e Ju

stice D
epartm

en
t W

arn
s D

r. K
in

g A
bou

t A
dvisers A

 4,4 
B

 Jan
u

ary 1962-Ju
n

e 1963 

T
h

e K
en

n
ed

y ad
m

in
istration

's con
cern

 over F
B

I allegation
s th

at 
C

om
m

unists w
ere influencing the civil rights m

ovem
ent led the Justice 

D
ep

artm
en

t to m
ak

e several attem
p

ts to p
ersu

ad
e D

r. K
in

g to sever 
h

is relation
s w

ith
 A

d
visers A

 an
d

 B
. In

 Jan
u

ary 1962. H
oover first 

w
arned A

ttorney G
eneral K

ennedy that A
dvisor A

, a m
em

ber of the 
C

om
m

unist P
arty, U

.S.A
.. "is allegedly a dose adviser to the R

everend 
M

artin L
uther K

ing." " Shortly afterw
ards. A

ssistant A
ttorney G

en-
eral B

u
rk

e M
arsh

all of th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t's C
ivil R

igh
ts D

i-
vision

 told
 D

r. K
in

g th
at th

e B
u

reau
 claim

ed
 A

d
viser A

 w
as a com

-
m

u
n

ist an
d

 ad
vised

 th
at th

ey b
reak

 off relation
s."

 A
ccord

in
g to an

 
F

B
I m

em
oran

d
u

m
, D

ep
u

ty A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral B
yron

 R
. W

h
ite also 

con
sid

ered
 sp

eak
in

g w
ith

 D
r. K

in
g ab

ou
t A

d
viser A

, b
u

t d
ecid

ed
 

again
st d

oin
g so w

h
en

 told
 b

y th
e F

B
I th

at rev
ea

lin
g
 too m

uch of the 
F

B
I's inform

ation m
ight tip off D

r. K
ing or A

dviser A
 to the identity 

of certain
 F

B
I in

form
an

ts."
 

D
r. K

in
g
  gave n

o in
d

ication
 of b

reak
in

g off relation
s w

ith
 A

d
viser 

A
. w

ho w
as a close friend and trusted advisor. H

e did, how
ever. appar-

en
tly con

sid
er th

e ad
verse effects on

 th
e civil righ

ts m
ovem

en
t th

at 
h

is association
 w

ith
 A

d
viser B

 m
igh

t cau
se."

 In
 Ju

n
e 1962 th

e F
B

I 
intercepted a

 con
versation

 "
 in

 w
h

ich
 A

d
viser A

 recom
m

en
d

ed
 th

at 
D

r. K
in

g in
form

ally u
se A

d
viser B

 as h
is execu

tive assistan
t, n

otin
g 

th
at "

as lon
g as A

d
viser B

 d
id

 n
ot h

ave th
e title of E

xecu
tive D

irec-
tor. th

ere w
ou

ld
 n

ot b
e as m

u
ch

 ligh
tn

in
g flash

in
g arou

n
d

 h
im

."
 D

r. 
K

in
g w

as rep
orted

 to h
ave agreed

, rem
ark

in
g th

at "
n

o m
atter w

h
at 

a m
an w

as, if he could stand up now
 and say he is not connected, then 

as far as I am
 concerned, he is eligible to w

ork for m
e." 47  

O
n

 O
ctob

er 8, 1962, th
e F

B
I's D

om
estic In

telligen
ce D

ivision
 p

re-
p

ared
 a m

em
oran

d
u

m
 su

m
m

arizin
g accou

n
ts th

at h
ad

 p
reciou

sly 
ap

p
eared

 in
 n

ew
sp

ap
ers con

cern
in

g A
d

viser B
's alleged

 C
om

m
u

n
ist 

an
d

 an
d

 h
is association

 w
ith

 D
r. K

in
g. T

h
e D

ivision
 for-

w
a ed

 th
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
 to C

arth
a D

. D
eL

oach
. h

ead
 of th

e C
rim

e 
R

ecord
s D

ivision
, th

e F
B

I's p
u

b
lic relation

s arm
, for "

p
ossib

le u
se 

b
y h

is con
tacts in

 th
e n

ew
s m

ed
ia field

 in
 su

ch
 S

ou
th

ern
 states as 

A
lab

am
a w

h
ere D

r. K
in

g h
as an

n
ou

n
ced

 th
at th

e n
ext targets for 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 D
irector, F

B
I to A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral 1/8/62. 

"
B

u
rk

e M
arsh

all testim
on

y, 3/31/76, p
. 10. 

• M
em

orandum
 from

 C
ourtney E

vans to A
lan B

elm
ont, 2/6/62. 

• A
llegation

s con
cern

in
g A

d
viser B

's m
em

b
ersh

ip
 in

 th
e C

on
u

m
m

ist P
arty had 

received
 w

id
e p

u
b

licity in
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

ers. T
h

ere w
ere n

o su
ch

 p
ress allegation

s 
ab

ou
t A

d
viser A

. 
• A

driaer A
's phones w

ere covered by F
B

I w
iretaps. See p. 88. 

• M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 N

ew
 T

ort F
ield

 O
ffice to F

B
I H

ead
q

u
arters, 8/21/82, p

. 6. 
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 C
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 F
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R

A
T

IO
N

 
O

V
E

R
 A

L
L

E
G

A
T

IO
N

S
 O

F
 C
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 C

IV
IL

 R
IG

H
T

S
 

M
O

V
E

M
E

N
T

, A
N

D
 T

H
E

 F
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R
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O

C
T

O
B

E
R

 1963  

in
trodu

ction
 an

d S
u

m
m

ary 
T

h
is ch

ap
ter exp

lores d
evelop

m
en

ts in
 th

e M
artin

 L
uther K

in
g  case 

from
 th

e p
eriod

 p
reced

in
g th

e F
B

I's op
en

in
g of th

e C
O

M
IN

in
i in

-
w

eaigation
 in

 O
ctob

er 1962 th
rou

gh
 th

e F
B

I's d
ecision

 to in
ten

sify 
its in

vestigation
 of su

sp
ected

 com
m

u
n

ist in
flu

en
ce in

 th
e civil righ

ts 
m

ovem
ent in O

ctober 1963. P
articular em

phasis is placed on the inter-
n

al reason
s for th

e F
B

I's in
ten

sification
 of its in

vestigation
 of D

r. 
K

in
g
  an

d
 on

 th
e in

terp
lay b

etw
een

 th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t an
d

 th
e 

F
B

I d
u

rin
g th

is p
eriod

. 
In

 su
m

m
ary. th

e evid
en

ce d
escrib

ed
 in

 th
is ch

ap
ter estab

lish
es th

at 
th

e F
B

I b
arraged

 th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t w
ith

 a stream
 of m

em
o- 

ran
d

a con
cern

in
g th

e C
om

m
u

n
ist P

arty's in
terest in

 th
e civil righ

ts 
m

ovem
en

t an
d

 D
r. K

in
g's association

 w
ith

 tw
o in

d
ivid

u
als, referred

 
to

 in
 th

is rep
ort as A

d
visers A

 an
d

 B
, w

h
o w

ere alleged
 to h

ave stron
g 

ties to th
e P

arty."
 In

 resp
on

se to th
e B

u
reau

's w
arn

in
gs, th

e Ju
stice 

D
ep

artm
en

t en
d

eavored
 to con

vin
ce D

r. K
in

g to sever h
is relation

s 
w

ith
 th

ose in
d

ivid
u

als, b
u

t m
et w

ith
 on

ly m
ixed

 su
ccess. D

r. K
in

g 
con

tin
u

ed
 to tu

rn
 to A

d
viser A

 for ad
vice; A

d
viser B

, w
h

ose asso-
ciation

 w
ith

 D
r. K

in
g an

d
 allegedly w

ith
 th

e C
,om

m
on

ist P
arty h

ad
 

been picked up by the press in late 1962, publicly announced his resig-
n

ation
 from

 th
e S

C
L

C
 in

 early Ju
ly 1963, alth

ou
gh

 h
e ap

p
aren

tly 
con

tin
u

ed
 to associate w

ith
 D

r. K
in

g on
 an

 in
form

al b
asis. 

D
u

rin
g h

earin
gs over th

e ad
m

in
istration

's p
rop

osed
 p

u
b

lic accom
-

m
od

ation
s b

ill in
 Ju

ly 1963, critics of th
e b

ill ch
arged

 th
at th

e civil 
rights m

ovem
ent, and D

r. K
ing in particular, w

ere influenced by C
om

- 
m

u
n

ists. D
r. K

in
g's p

lan
s for a civil righ

ts m
arch

 on
 W

ash
in

gton
 in

 
A

u
gu

st w
ere receivin

g in
creasin

g p
u

b
licity. O

n
 Ju

ly 16, th
e A

ttorn
ey 

G
en

eral raised
 w

ith
 th

e F
B

I's Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t liaison

, C
ou

rtn
ey 

E
van

s, th
e p

ossib
ility of a w

iretap
 on

 D
r. K

in
g an

d
 on

e of h
is legal 

ad
visers. 
T

h
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 d

a
y
 th

e F
B

I sen
t a

n
 a

n
a
ly

sis o
f its C

O
M

IN
F

IL
 

in
form

ation
 to th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t. T

h
e ad

m
in

istration
 d

ecid
ed

 to 
con

tin
u

e its p
u

b
lic su

p
p

ort of D
r. K

in
g. D

u
rin

g th
e en

su
in

g w
eek

, th
e 

P
resid

en
t in

form
ed

 th
e p

ress th
at th

ere w
as n

o evid
en

ce th
at civil 

righ
ts d

em
on

stration
s w

ere C
om

m
u

n
ist-in

sp
ired

 ; th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
- 

era 1 an
n

ou
n

ced
 th

at th
e F

B
I h

ad
 n

o evid
en

ce th
at an

y civil righ
ts 

lead
ers w

ere con
trolled

 b
y C

om
m

u
n

ists; an
d

 th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral 

rejected
 th

e F
B

I's req
u

est for au
th

ority to w
iretap

 D
r. K

ing.  
In

 A
u

gu
st 1963. th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t received

 a rep
ort from

 
sh

e F
B

I w
h

ich
 ap

p
aren

tly con
tain

ed
 allegation

s extrem
ely u

n
favor- 

ab
le to D

r. K
in

g. T
h

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral told
 C

ou
rtn

ey E
van

s th
at h

e 
..ced im

peachm
ent if the report w

as "leaked," and dem
anded that it 

b
e resu

b
m

itted
 w

ith
 a cover m

em
oran

d
u

m
 d

etailin
g th

e factu
al b

asis 
fo

r the allegation
. T

h
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
 su

b
m

itted
 in

 r esp
on

se to th
at 

req
u

est con
tain

ed
 n

o in
form

ation
 con

cern
in

g D
r. K

in
g th

at h
ad

 n
ot 

already been know
n to the A

ttorney G
eneral in July, but the A

ttorney 
G

eneral perm
itted the investigation to proceed. 

• T
h

e m
em

o
ra

n
d

a
 a

lso
 con

tain
ed

 in
form

ation
 ab

ou
t  the d

ell tigh
ts in

ateizien
t-
 

-et con
sid

erab
le p

olitical valu
e to th

e ad
m

in
istration

. 	
• 

94 
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in
tegration

 of u
n

iversities are located
."

 D
eL

oach
's sign

atu
re an

d
 th

e_ 
n

otation
, "

h
an

d
led

, A
u

gu
sta - (illegib

le) A
tlan

ts, 1–/19"
 ap

p
ear on

 
th

e recom
m

en
d

ation
."

 
T

h
e article w

as ap
p

aren
tly d

issem
in

ated
, b

ecau
se an

 O
ctob

er 25, 
1962, article in

 th
e A

u
gu

sta C
h

ron
icle d

escrib
ed

 A
d

viser B
 as a m

em
-

b
er of th

e C
P

U
S

A
's N

ation
al C

om
m

ittee w
h

o w
as servin

g as D
r. 

w
in

g's "
A

ctin
g E

xecu
tive D

irector."
 D

r. K
in

g p
u

b
licly responded, 

on
 O

ctob
er 30, th

at "
n

o p
erson

 of k
n

ow
n

 C
om

m
u

n
ist affiliation

"
 

cou
ld

 serve on
 th

e staff.of th
e S

C
L

C
 an

d
 d

en
ied

 an
y k

n
ow

led
ge th

at 
A

d
viser B

 h
ad

 C
om

m
u

n
ist affiliation

s. D
r. K

in
g also an

n
ou

n
ced

 A
d

-
_riser B

's tem
p

orary resign
ation

 from
 th

e S
C

L
C

 p
en

d
in

g an
 S

C
L

C
 

in
vestigation

 of th
e allegation

s. 
A

 stream
 of m

em
oran

d
a from

 th
e F

B
I, h

ow
ever, w

arn
ed

 th
e Ju

s-
tice D

ep
artm

en
t th

at A
d

viser B
 con

tin
u

ed
 as an

 associate of D
r. 

W
in

g  d
esp

ite h
is ap

p
aren

t resign
ation

 from
 th

e S
C

L
C

. In
 D

ecem
b

er, 
D

irector H
oover w

as cau
tion

in
g th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral th
at A

d
viser B

 
con

tin
u

ed
 to "

rep
resen

t h
im

self as b
ein

g affiliated
 w

ith
 th

e N
ew

 Y
ork

 
O

ffice of th
e S

C
L

C
 an

d
, d

u
rin

g late N
ovem

b
er an

d
 early D

ecem
b

er 
1962, w

as actively en
gaged

 in
 th

e w
ork

 of th
is organ

ization
."

 ea  A
 few

 
d

ays later. th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral w

as in
form

ed
 th

at• A
d

visers A
 an

d
 

B
 w

ere p
lan

n
in

g a "
closeted

 . . . critical review
"

 w
ith

 D
r. K

in
g con

-
cerning the direction of the civil rights m

ovem
ent. K

ennedy penned on 
th

e m
em

oran
d

u
m

 : "
B

u
rk

e—
th

is is n
ot gettin

g an
y b

etter."
° 

In
 early F

eb
ru

ary 1963, D
r. K

in
g ask

ed
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t 

for a. b
riefin

g on
 A

d
viser B

's b
ack

grou
n

d
. ap

p
aren

tly in
 resp

on
se to 

n
ew

sp
ap

er articles ab
ou

t A
d

viser B
 resu

ltin
g from

 th
e B

u
reau

's cam
-

p
aign

 to p
u

b
licize A

d
viser B

's relation
sh

ip
 w

ith
 D

r. K
in

g. A
ssistan

t 
A

ttorney G
eneral M

arshall noted in a m
em

orandum
 that he had "been 

in
 tou

ch
 w

ith
 th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral on
 th

is m
atter an

d
 is an

xiou
s to 

h
ave it h

an
d

led
 as soon

 as p
ossib

le."
 "

 S
om

etim
e later in

 F
eb

ru
ary. 

M
arsh

all sp
ok

e w
ith

 D
r. K

in
g ab

ou
t severin

g h
is association

 w
ith

 A
d

-
visers A

 an
d

 B
. M

em
oran

d
a from

 D
irector H

oover to th
e Ju

stice D
e-

p
artm

en
t d

u
rin

g th
e en

su
in

g m
on

th
s. h

ow
ever. em

p
h

asized
 th

at D
r. 

K
in

g w
as m

ain
tain

in
g a close relation

sh
ip

 w
ith

 b
oth

 m
en

. T
h

ose 
m

em
oran

d
a to th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t con

tain
ed

 n
o n

ew
 in

form
ation

 
thstantiating the charges that either w

as a m
em

ber of the C
om

m
unist 

P
arty, or th

at eith
er w

as carryin
g ou

t th
e P

arty's p
olicies."

 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 F

. J. B
au

m
gard

n
er to W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

, 10/8/62, p
. 2. 

M
ae m

em
oran

d
u

m
 b

ears th
e cap

tion
 "

C
om

m
u

n
ist P

arty, U
S

A
, C

O
IN

T
E

L
P

R
O

."
 

T
h

is Is th
e first in

d
ication

 of a cou
n

terin
telligen

ce p
rogram

 d
irected

 again
st A

d
-

vtaer B
. A

d
viser A

 b
ecam

e th
e su

b
ject of su

ch
 a p

rogram
 in

 1966. F
or a d

iscu
ssion

 
if th

e F
B

I's C
O

IN
T

E
L

P
R

O
 effort, see staff rep

ort on
 C

O
IN

T
E

L
P

R
O

. 
• M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 D
irector, F

B
I to A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral, 1/23/83. p

. L
 

'M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 D
irecto

r, F
B

I to
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
era

l. 1
/1

0
/6

3
. T

h
e A

t-
atten

ey G
en

eral w
as su

b
seq

u
en

tly told
 th

at A
d

viser B
. D

r. K
in

g, an
d

 A
d

viser A
 

.n
tafferred

 w
ith

 oth
er m

em
b

ers of th
e S

C
L

C
 on

 Jan
u

ary 10 an
d

 11. (M
em

oran
d

u
m

 
ft-oat D

irector. F
B

I to B
u

rk
e M

arsh
all, 1/31/63.) 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 A

lex R
osen

 to A
lan

 B
elm

on
t. 2/4/63. 

O
n

 M
arch

 10 th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral w

as in
form

ed
 th

at A
d

viser A
 an

d
 D

r. 
h

ad
 en

gaged
 In

 a len
gth

y con
versation

 con
cern

in
g an

 article th
at D

r. B
an

g 
yeas p

rep
arin

g for T
h

e N
ation

. (M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 D

irector. F
B

I to A
ttorn

ey 
:&

en
eral, 3/12/83) O

n
 Ju

n
e 3. th

e D
irector sen

t th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral a n

in
e-

p
age "

con
cise su

m
m

ary"
 of in

form
ation

 ab
ou

t A
d

viser A
. em

p
h

asizin
g h

is role 
.,as D

r. K
in

g's ad
viser. (M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 D
irector, F

B
I to A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral, 

s-m
isa.) 

A
n

 F
B

I  m
em

oran
d

u
m

_in
.early Ju

n
e rep

orted
 a d

iscu
ssion

 b
etw

een
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T
h

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral's -con
cern

-over D
r. K

in
g's association

 w
ith

 
the tw

o advisers continued. A
 m

em
orandum

 by H
oover states that on 

June 17, 1963: 
T

h
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral called

 an
d

 ad
vised

 h
e w

ou
ld

 lik
e to 

h
ave A

ssistan
t A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral B

u
rk

e M
arsh

all talk
 to 

M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g an

d
 tell D

r. K
in

g h
e h

as to get rid
 of 

[A
dvisers A

 and B
], that. he should not have any contact w

ith 
them

 directly or indirectly. 
I pointed O

ut that if D
r. K

ing continues this association, he 
is goin

g to h
u

rt h
is ow

n
 cau

se as th
ere are m

ore an
d

 m
ore 

C
om

m
unists trying to take advantage of [the] m

ovem
ent and 

bigots dow
n South w

ho are against integration are beginning 
to ch

arge D
r. K

in
g is tied

 in
 w

ith
 C

om
m

u
n

ists. I stated
 I 

thought M
arshall could very definitely say this association is 

rath
er w

id
ely k

n
ow

n
 an

d
, w

ith
 th

in
gs crystalizin

g for th
em

 
now

, nothing 	
r. 

cou
ld

 b
e w

orse th
an

 for D
 

K
in

g to be associ- 
a
te

d
 w

ith
 . 

 
M

arsh
all su

b
seq

u
en

tly sp
ok

e w
ith

 D
r. K

in
g ab

ou
t A

d
visers A

 an
d

 
B

." In a follow
-up m

em
orandum

 w
ritten several m

onths later M
arshall 

stated
: . I b

rou
gh

t th
e m

atter to th
e atten

tion
 of D

r. K
in

g very 
exp

licitly in
 m

y office on
 th

e m
orn

in
g of Ju

n
e 22 _p

rior to a 
sch

ed
u

led
 m

eetin
g w

h
ich

 D
r. K

in
g h

ad
 w

ith
 th

e P
resid

en
t. 

T
his w

as done at the direction of the. A
ttorney G

eneral, and 
th

e P
resid

en
t sep

arately [an
d

] stron
gly u

rged
 D

r. 'K
in

g  that 
there should be no further connection betw

een A
dviser B

 and 
th

e S
ou

th
ern

 C
h

ristian
 L

ead
ersh

ip
 C

on
feren

ce. D
r. K

in
g 

stated that the connection w
ould be ended." 

D
r. K

in
g later told

 on
e of h

is associates th
at th

e P
resid

en
t h

ad
 told

 
h

im
 "

th
ere w

as an
 attem

p
t (b

y th
e F

B
I) to sm

ear th
e m

ovem
en

t on
 

th
e b

asis of C
om

m
u

n
ist. in

flu
en

ce. T
h

e P
resid

en
t also said

, assu
m

e 
you know

 you're under very close surveillance.' " " 

A
d

viser A
 an

d
 D

r. K
in

g con
cern

in
g w

h
eth

er D
r. K

in
g w

ou
ld

 ap
p

ear on
 a tele-

vision
 p

rogram
 in

 con
n

ection
 w

ith
 a p

rojected
 article in

 th
e S

a
tu

rd
a
y E

ven
in

g
 

P
oet. D

r. K
in

g accep
ted

 A
d

viser A
's recom

m
en

d
ation

 th
at h

e read
 th

e article 
b

efore com
m

ittin
g h

im
self b

ecau
se th

e rep
orter "

raised
 a lot of q

u
estion

s ab
ou

t 
[A

d
viser B

) an
d

 th
at k

in
d

 of th
in

g."
 (M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 D
irector, F

B
I to 

A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral, 6/7/63.) 
"

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 J. E

d
gar H

oover to C
lyd

e T
olson

. A
lan

 B
elm

on
t. C

arth
a 

D
eL

oach
. A

lex R
osen

. W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
. 6/17/63. D

u
rin

g th
is p

eriod
 th

e A
ttorn

ey 
G

en
eral req

u
ested

 a rep
ort from

 th
e In

tern
al S

ecu
rity D

ivision
 con

cern
in

g D
r. 

K
in

g. T
h

e rep
ly, d

ated
 Ju

n
e 28. cited

 A
d

visers A
 an

d
 B

 as th
e ch

ief sou
rces of 

alleged
 C

om
m

u
n

ist in
flu

en
ce on

 D
r. K

in
g. (M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 T
. W

alter Y
en

g-
ley to th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral. 6/29/63.) 
"

A
n

d
rew

 Y
ou

n
g, w

h
o w

as p
resen

t at th
e m

eetin
g w

ith
 B

u
rk

e M
arsh

all. testi-
fied

 th
at M

arsh
all h

ad
 said

 th
at th

e B
u

reau
 h

ad
 in

form
ed

 th
e Ju

stice D
ep

art-
m

en
t th

at th
ere w

as in
 fact C

om
m

u
n

ist in
flu

en
ce in

 th
e civil righ

ts m
ovem

en
t. 

an
d

 b
ad

 exp
licitly m

en
tion

ed
 A

d
viser A

. W
h

en
 Y

ou
n

g ask
ed

 M
arsh

all for p
roof. 

h
e said

 th
at h

e h
ad

 n
on

e. an
d

 th
at h

e "
cou

ld
n

't get an
yth

in
g n

u
t of th

e B
u

reau
."

 
Y

ou
n

g recalled
 th

at M
arsh

all h
ad

 said
. "

W
e ask

 (th
e B

u
reau

) for th
in

gs an
d

 
w

e get th
ese b

ig m
em

os. b
u

t th
ey d

on
't ever really say an

yth
in

g."
 Y

ou
n

g testified
 

th
at M

arsh
all "

w
as ask

in
g u

s to d
isassociate ou

rselves from
 [A

d
viser A

l alto-
geth

er."
 (A

n
d

rew
 Y

ou
n

g testim
on

y. 2/19/76. p
p

. 40-44) 
- "

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 B

u
rk

e M
arsh

all to 5. E
d

gar H
oover. 9/12/63. 

" Y
oung. 2/19/76, P

. 40. 
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told

 h
im

 th
e D

irector h
ad

 th
is in

 m
in

d
, h

ow
ever, h

e also iie- 
lieved

 w
e sh

ou
ld

 ob
tain

 ad
d

ition
al in

form
ation

 p
rior-to aro- 

cu
ssin

g it w
ith

 certain
 frien

d
s.'" 

T
h

e F
B

I w
as ap

p
aren

tly en
cou

raged
 b

y th
e in

telligen
ce offen

d
ed

 b
y 

-"
b

u
gs"

 an
d

 b
y th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se's recep
tiven

ess to th
at typ

e of in
for-

m
ation

. A
 m

icrop
h

on
e w

as in
stalled

 at th
e S

h
roed

er H
otel ia M

il-
w

au
k

ee tw
o w

eek
s later, b

u
t w

as d
eclared

 "
u

n
p

rod
u

ctive' lw
cau

se 
"

th
ere w

ere n
o activities of in

terest d
evelop

ed
."

 "4  D
r. K

ing's xi:Sit to 

H
o

n
o

lu
lu

 in
 m

id
-F

eb
ru

a
ry

 1
9

6
4

 w
a

s co
v

ered
 b

y
 a

 sq
u

a
d

 o
f 

su
rveillan

ce exp
erts-b

rou
gh

t in
 for th

e occasion
 from

 S
an

 F
irin

cisco. 
O

n
e of th

ese exp
erts w

as d
escrib

ed
 in

 a B
u

reau
 m

em
oran

d
a n

n
 as th

e 
"

m
ost exp

erien
ced

, m
ost in

gen
iou

s. m
ost u

n
ru

ffled
. m

ost com
p

eten
t 

sou
n

d
 m

an
 for th

is typ
e of op

eration
 in

 th
e S

an
 F

ran
cisco O

ffice;"
 

another w
as chosen because he had "show

n unusual ingenuity. persis-
tence, and determ

ination in m
aking m

icrophone installations .;• and a 
th

ird
 h

ad
 "

b
een

 ab
solu

tely fearless in
 th

ese typ
es of op

eration
s for 

over tw
elve years."

'"
 M

ore th
an

 tw
en

ty reels of tap
e w

ere oloain
ed

 
d

u
rin

g D
r. K

in
g's stay in

 H
on

olu
lu

 an
d

 h
is sojou

rn
 in

 L
o A

n
geles 

im
m

ed
iately afterw

ard
."

' D
irector H

oover agreed
 to sen

d
 a rop

y of a 
m

em
oran

d
u

m
 d

escrib
in

g th
e con

ten
ts of th

e tap
es to Jen

k
iirs an

d
 

A
ttorney G

eneral K
ennedy in order to : 

rem
ove all doubt from

 the A
ttorney G

eneral's m
ind as teethe 

typ
e of p

erson
 K

in
g is. It w

ill p
rob

ab
ly also elim

in
ate _irg 

from
 any participation in [a m

em
orial for P

resident K
ennedy 

w
h

ich
 th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral w
as h

elp
in

g to arran
ge]." 7  

D
r. K

in
g's stay in

 L
os A

n
geles in

 Ju
ly 1964 w

as covered
 b

y b
oth

 
w

iretaps and m
icrophones in his hotel room

_ T
he w

iretap w
as intended 

to gain intelligence about D
r. K

ing's plans at the R
epublican N

ational 
C

onvention. M
icrophone surveillance w

as requested to attem
pt to ob-

tain
 in

form
ation

 u
sefu

l in
 th

e cam
p

aign
s to d

iscred
it h

im
 n

 S
u

lli-
van

's m
em

oran
d

u
m

 d
escrib

in
g th

e coverage w
as sen

t to H
oover w

ith
 

a recom
m

en
d

ation
 again

st d
issem

in
ation

 to th
e W

h
ite H

om
e or th

e 
A

ttorney G
eneral : 

as in
 th

is in
stan

ce it is m
erely rep

etitiou
s an

d
 d

oes n
ot h

ave 
n

early th
e im

p
act as p

rior su
ch

 m
em

oran
d

a. W
e are co/d

im
-

in
g to follow

 closely K
in

g's activities an
d

 givin
g con

sid
era-

tion
 to every p

ossib
ility fo

r fu
tu

re sim
ilar coverage th

at w
ill 

add to our record on K
ing so that in the end he m

ight be dis-
credited and thus be rem

oved from
 his position of great Stat-

ure in the N
egro com

m
unity.'" 

'
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 C
arth

a D
. D

eL
oach

 to J. E
d

gar H
oover. 1/14/81. Jen

k
in

s 
told

 m
em

b
ers of C

om
m

ittee staff in
 an

 in
form

al In
terview

 th
at h

e b
ed

 n
ever 

su
ggested

 d
issem

in
atin

g d
erogatory m

aterial.ab
ora D

r. K
in

g to th
e m

em
 (Staff 

sum
m

ary of in
terview

 w
ith

 W
alter Jen

k
in

s, 12/1/75, p
. 2.1 T

h
e C

oioafftee d
id

 
n

ot tak
e Jen

k
in

s testim
on

y b
ecau

se Jen
k

in
s in

form
ed

 th
e C

om
m

ittee th
at b

e 
w

as ill. 
-- 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 W
illiam

 -S
u

lliran
 to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t, 1/29/84_ 
A

irtel. S
p

ecial A
gen

t in
 ch

arge, S
an

 F
ran

cisco, to F
B

I D
irector, 2/75/84. 

"
 T

h
e F

B
I also covered

 D
r. K

in
g's activities w

ith
 p

h
otograp

h
ic sorielin

an
ce. 

• 
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
. 3/4/64-

e m
em

oran
d

u
m

 d
id

 n
ot allow

 b
ow

 th
e in

form
ation

 b
ad

 b
een

 ob
tain

ed
_ 

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
. 712/84. 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 -S
u

llivan
. 7/15/84. 
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H
oover w

rote on
 th

e m
em

oran
d

u
m

, "
S

en
d

 to Jen
k

in
s."

 T
h

e su
m

-
--m

ary -m
em

oran
d

u
m

 -an
d

 -a-cover -letter-w
ere sen

t to -Jen
k

in
s on

 
Ju

ly 17.1"
 

It should also be noted that. D
r. K

ing's activities at the D
em

ocratic 
N

ation
al C

on
ven

tion
 in

 A
tlan

tic C
ity, N

ew
 Jersey in

 A
u

gu
st 1964 

w
ere closely m

on
itored

 b
y th

e F
B

I. M
icrop

h
on

es w
ere n

ot in
stalled

 
on

 th
at occasion

, alth
ou

gh
 w

iretap
s w

ere p
laced

 on
 D

r. K
in

g's h
otel 

room
 p

h
on

e. T
h

e stated
 ju

stification
 for th

e w
iretap

 w
as th

e in
vesti-

gation
 of p

ossib
le com

m
u

n
ist in

flu
en

ce an
d

 th
e fact th

at D
r. B

in
g

 
"

m
ay in

d
u

lge in
 a h

u
n

ger fast as a m
ean

s of p
rotest-

  "
 A

 great d
ea 

of p
oten

tially u
sefu

l p
olitical in

form
ation

 w
as ob

tain
ed

 from
 th

is 
w

iretap and dissem
inated to the W

hite H
ouse.um

 
T

h
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
 au

th
orizin

g m
icrop

h
on

e coverage of D
r. K

in
g's 

room
 in

 S
avan

n
ah

. G
eorgia d

u
rin

g th
e an

n
u

al S
C

L
C

 con
feren

ce in
 

S
ep

tem
b

er an
d

 O
ctob

er 1964 d
escrib

ed
 su

rveillan
ce as n

ecessary b
e- 

cau
se it w

as "
exp

ected
 th

at attem
p

ts w
ill again

 b
e m

ad
e to exert in

-
fluence upon the SC

L
C

 and in particular on K
ing by com

m
unists." '83  

T
h

e seven
 "

b
u

gs"
 in

 D
r. K

in
g's room

s d
u

rin
g visits to N

ew
 Y

ork
 

from
 Jan

u
ary to N

ovem
b

er 1965 w
ere ju

stified
 in

 con
tem

p
oran

eou
s 

in
tern

al F
B

I m
em

oran
d

a b
y an

ticip
ated

 m
eetin

gs of D
r. K

in
g w

ith
 

several p
eop

le w
h

om
 th

e F
B

I claim
ed

 h
ad

 affiliation
s w

ith
 th

e C
om

-
m

u
n

ist P
arty.'"

 N
o m

en
tion

 w
as m

ad
e of th

e p
ossib

ility of ob
tain

in
g 

private life m
aterial in m

em
oranda concerning these "bugs.-

  "" 

2. E
viden

ce B
ear;rig on

 W
h

eth
er th

e A
ttorn

eys G
en

eral A
u

-
th

orized or K
n

ew
 A

bou
t th

e M
icroph

on
e S

u
rveillan

ce of 
D

r. K
in

g 
In sum

m
ary, it is clear that the F

B
I never requested perm

ission for 
installing m

icrophones to corer D
r. K

ing from
 A

ttorney G
eneral K

en-
nedy, and there is no evidence that it ever directly inform

ed him
 that 

it w
as using m

icrophones. T
here is som

e question. how
ever, concerning 

w
h

eth
er th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral u
ltim

ately realized
 th

at th
e F

B
I w

as 
u

sin
g "

b
u

gs"
 b

ecau
se of th

e n
atu

re of th
e in

form
ation

 th
at h

e w
as 

being sent. 
E

vidence concerning A
ttorney G

eneral K
atzenbach's know

ledge of 
m

icrophone surveillance of D
r. K

ing 'is contradictory. In M
arch 1965, 

K
atzen

b
ach

 req
u

ired
 th

e F
B

I for th
e first tim

e to seek
 th

e Ju
stice 

D
epartm

ent's approval for all m
icrophone installations. T

he F
B

I has 
given the C

om
m

ittee docum
ents w

hich indicate that K
atzenbach w

as 

L
etter from

 J. E
d

gar H
oover to W

alter Jen
k

in
s. 7/17/64. 

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
 to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t, 8/21/64. 
T

h
e F

B
I's su

rv
eilla

n
ce o

f D
r. K

in
g

 a
n

d
 o

th
er civ

il rig
h

ts lea
d

ers a
t th

e 
A

tlan
tic C

ity D
em

ocratic N
ation

al C
on

ven
tion

 is d
iscu

ssed
 at len

gth
 in

 a sep
arate 

staff rep
ort d

ealin
g w

ith
 electron

ic su
rveillan

ce. 
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 9/28/64. 

M
em

oran
d

a from
 Josep

h
 &

zoo to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
. 1/8/65, 1/29/65. an

d
 

5/13/65; m
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

 to A
lan

 B
elm

on
t. 10/14/85; m

em
o-

ran
d

a from
 F

red
erick

 B
au

m
gard

n
er to W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

. 10/29/85 an
d

 11/29/85. 
P

oseib
le reason

s th
at th

e m
en

tion
 of th

e collection
 of p

rivate life m
aterial 

w
as d

rop
p

ed
 from

 F
B

I m
em

oran
d

a d
u

rin
g th

is p
eriod

 in
clu

d
e (1) th

e "
tru

ce"
 

b
etw

een
 D

r. K
in

g an
d

 th
e F

B
I after D

ecem
b

er 1964 (see, p
p

. 183 et R
eq.) an

d
 

(2) th
e fact th

at after M
ay 1985 th

e F
B

I w
as req

u
ired

 to in
form

 th
e A

ttorn
ey 

G
en

eral of m
icrop

h
on

e su
rveillan

ce an
d

 d
id

 n
ot w

an
t to leave a "

p
ap

er record
"

 
referrin

g to th
e F

B
I's p

rogram
 to d

iscred
it D

r. K
in

g. 
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in
form

ed
 sh

ortly after th
e fact of th

ree m
icrop

h
on

e in
stallation

s on
 

D
r. K

in
g, th

at h
e d

id
_n

ot ob
ject to th

ose in
stallation

s,_an
d

 th
at h

e 
u

rged
 th

e F
B

I to u
se cau

tion
 in

 its su
rveillan

ce activities. K
atzen

b
ach

 
d

oes n
ot n

ow
 recall .h

avin
g b

een
 in

form
ed

 ab
ou

t th
e F

B
I's m

icro-
p

h
on

e su
rveillan

ce of D
r. K

in
g. 

(a
) 

A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral R
obert F

. K
en

n
edy.—

T
h

e F
B

I m
ak

es n
o 

claim
 th

at A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral K
en

n
ed

y w
as exp

ressly in
form

ed
 ab

ou
t 

the m
icrophones 'A

im
ed in D

r. K
ing's hotel room

s. T
he only F

B
I claim

 -
th

at A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral K
en

n
ed

y m
igh

t h
ave b

een
 aw

are of th
e m

icro-
p

h
on

es is a D
om

estic In
telligen

ce D
ivision

 m
em

oran
d

u
m

 w
ritten

 in
 

D
ecem

ber 1966, w
hich states : 

concerning ,  m
icrop

h
on

e coverage of K
in

g, A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral 
R

obert F
. K

en
n

ed
y
 w

as fu
rn

ish
ed

 th
e p

ertin
en

t in
form

ation
 

ob
tain

ed
. p

eru
sal of w

h
ich

 w
ou

ld
 in

d
icate th

at a m
icrop

h
on

e 
w

as the source of this ieform
at 

N
ext to this entry, H

oover w
rote : "w

hen ?" A
 m

em
orandum

 from
 the 

D
om

estic Intelligence D
ivision a few

 days later explained : 
A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral R

ob
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y w
as fu

rn
ish

ed
 an

 eigh
t 

p
age "

T
op

 S
ecret"

 m
em

oran
d

u
m

 . . . d
ated

 M
arch

 4. 1964. 
T

h
is m

em
oran

d
u

m
 is a su

m
m

ary of m
icrop

h
on

e coverage ... 
in

 th
e W

illard
 H

otel. W
ash

in
gton

, D
.C

. H
ilton

 H
aw

aiian
 

V
illage, H

on
olu

lu
, H

aw
aii: A

m
b

assad
or H

otel, L
os A

n
geles, 

C
aliforn

ia ; an
d

 th
e H

yatt H
ou

se H
otel, L

os A
n

geles, C
ali-

forn
ia. T

h
e w

ord
in

g of th
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
 is cou

ch
ed

 in
 su

ch
 

i 
a
 m

a
n

n
er th

a
t it is o

b
v
io

u
s th

a
t a

 m
icro

p
h

o
n

e w
a
s th

e 
sou

rce?"
 

T
h

e q
u

estion
 of w

h
eth

er A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral K
en

n
ed

y su
sp

ected
 

th
at th

e F
B

I w
as u

sin
g m

icrop
h

on
es to gath

er in
form

ation
 ab

ou
t 

D
r. K

ing m
ust also be view

ed in light of the A
ttorney G

eneral's express 
a
u

th
o
riza

tio
n

 o
f w

ireta
p

s in
 th

e K
in

g
 ca

se o
n

 n
a
tio

n
a
l secu

rity
 

grou
n

d
s. an

d
 of th

e F
B

I's p
ractice—

k
n

ow
n

 to officials in
 th

e Ju
stice 

D
ep

artm
en

t—
of in

stallin
g m

icrop
h

on
es in

 n
ation

al secu
rity cases 

w
ith

ou
t n

otifyin
g th

e D
ep

artm
en

t. -W
e h

ave exam
in

ed
 th

e B
u

reau
's 

claim
 w

ith respect to A
ttorney G

eneral K
ennedy's possible know

ledge 
ab

ou
t th

e m
icrop

h
on

es an
d

 h
ave fou

n
d

 th
e follow

in
g evid

en
ce. 

A
s n

oted
 ab

ove, on
 Jan

u
ary 13, 1964, W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

 recom
-

m
ended to H

oover that P
resident Johnson's assistant, W

alter Jenkins, 
b

e given
 a cop

y of a m
em

oran
d

u
m

 d
etailin

g in
form

ation
 d

iscovered
 

th
rou

gh
 th

e W
illard

 H
otel b

u
g.'"

 S
u

llivan
 exp

ressed
 d

ou
b

ts, h
ow

-
ever. ab

ou
t w

h
eth

er th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral sh

ou
ld

 b
e given

 th
e in

-
form

ation : 
T

h
e attach

ed
 d

ocu
m

en
t is classified

 "
T

op
 S

ecret"
 to m

in
i-

m
ize th

e lik
elih

ood
 th

at th
is m

aterial w
ill b

e read
 b

y som
eon

e -- 
w

h
o w

ill leak
 it to K

in
g. H

ow
ever. it is p

ossib
le d

esp
ite its 

classification
, th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral h
im

self m
ay rep

rim
an

d
 

K
in

g on
 th

e b
asis of th

is m
aterial. If h

e d
oes, it is n

ot lik
ely —

 

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 C
h

arles B
ren

n
an

 to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 12/15/66, p

. 2. 
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 C
h

arles B
ren

n
an

 to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 12/19/66. 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

 to A
lan

 B
elm

on
t, 1/13/64. T

h
is in

cid
en

t 
Is discussed, at p. 121. 

125 

in
 w

ill d
evelop

 an
y m

ore su
ch

 in
form

ation
 th

rou
gh

 th
e 

in
ean

s_em
p

loyed
. Ito h

igh
ly-im

p
ortan

t-th
at-w

e -d
o d

evelop
 - 

fu
rth

er in
form

ation
 of th

is typ
e in

 ord
er th

at w
e m

ay coin
-

-p
letely d

iscred
it K

in
g as th

e lead
er of th

e N
egro p

eop
le. 

N
ext to Sullivan's recom

m
endation that C

ourtney E
vans hand-deliver 

a copy of the m
em

orandum
 to the A

ttorney G
eneral, D

irector H
oover 

w
rote: "N

o. A
 copy need not be given the A

.G
." 1"

 _
 

- - Jen
k

in
s w

as su
b

seq
u

en
tly sh

ow
n

 a cop
y of th

e rep
ort, b

u
t w

as n
ot 

told the source of the inform
ation. 

S
h

ortly after th
e H

on
olu

lu
 b

u
g, S

u
llivan

 ch
an

ged
 h

is m
in

d
 an

d
 

--recom
m

en
d

ed
 th

at th
e A

ttorn
ey-G

en
eral b

e in
form

ed
 of in

form
ation

 
gathered by both the W

illard and H
onolulu bugs to "rem

ove all doubt 
from

 th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral's m

in
d

 ab
ou

t th
e typ

e of p
erson

 K
in

g 
is." "° Sullivan suggested : 

M
r. E

van
s p

erson
ally d

eliver to th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral a 

cop
y of th

e attach
ed

 "
T

op
 S

ecret"
 m

em
oran

d
u

m
. It is also 

believed that M
r. E

vans should indicate to the A
ttorney G

en-
eral that if K

ing w
as to becom

e aw
are of our coverage of him

 
it is highly probable that w

e w
ill no longer be able to develop 

su
ch

 in
form

ation
 th

rou
gh

 th
e m

ean
s em

p
loyed

 to d
ate an

d
 

th
at w

e, of cou
rse, are still d

esirou
s of con

tin
u

in
g to d

evelop
 

such inform
ation. 

D
irector H

oover w
rote next to this recom

m
endation "O

.K
.-
  A

 notation 
in

 th
e m

argin
 states: "

D
on

e. 3/10/64. E
[van

s].-
  T

h
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
 

sen
t to th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral d
id

 n
ot state th

e sou
rce of th

e in
form

a-
tion that it contained. 

W
hen show

n Sullivan's m
em

orandum
 by the C

om
m

ittee. C
ourtney 

E
vans testified that he did not recall delivering the m

em
orandum

 about 
D

r. K
in

g to th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral. b

u
t th

at I assu
m

e I m
u

st h
ave in

 
view

 of th
is record

."
'"

 H
e d

ou
b

ted
 th

at h
e h

ad
 sp

ok
en

 w
ith

 th
e A

t-
torney G

eneral about the substance of the m
em

orandum
, how

ever. be-
cau

se "
if I d

id
 h

ave a con
versation

 w
ith

 h
im

. I b
elieve I w

ou
ld

 h
ave 

w
ritten a m

em
orandum

 as to that conversation."'" W
hen asked if he 

recalled ever telling the A
ttorney G

eneral that the m
em

orandum
 con-

tain
ed

 in
form

ation
 ob

tain
ed

 th
rou

gh
 m

icrop
h

on
e coverage, E

van
s 

testified : 

N
o, I d

o n
ot. A

n
d

 con
sid

erin
g th

e ten
or of th

e tim
es th

en
. 

I w
ou

ld
 p

rob
ab

ly h
ave b

een
 very circu

m
sp

ect an
d

 told
 h

im
 

S
u

llivan
 m

em
oran

d
u

m
. 1/13/64. S

u
llivan

's rem
ark

s in
 th

is p
assage u

n
d

er-
score th

e ten
sion

 gen
erated

 b
y th

e m
u

tu
ally In

con
sisten

t p
olicies of th

e F
B

I 
an

d
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t tow

ard
 D

r. K
in

g. S
u

llivan
 view

ed
 th

e F
B

I's task
 

as gath
erin

g in
form

ation
 w

ith
 w

h
ich

 to d
iscred

it D
r. K

in
g. H

e p
erceived

 th
e A

t-
torn

ey G
en

eral's goal w
as to p

reven
t D

r. K
in

g from
 b

ein
g d

iscred
ited

. S
u

llivan
 

feared
 th

at if th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral w

ere told
 of th

e d
erogatory in

form
ation

 ab
ou

t 
D

r. K
in

g, th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral m

igh
t rep

rim
an

d
 D

r. K
in

g. T
h

u
s, th

e F
B

I w
ou

ld
 

b
e th

w
arted

 in
 its goals if it gave th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral in
form

ation
 w

h
ich

 h
e 

—
needed to ensure that D

r. K
ing not be discredited. 

"
' B

au
m

gard
n

er m
em

oran
d

u
m

, 3/4/64. S
ee p

. 122. T
h

e m
em

oran
d

u
m

 alas 
stated

 : "
W

e avoid
ed

 m
en

tion
in

g sp
ecific d

ates as to w
h

en
 it took

 p
lace or m

en
-

tion
 of w

h
en

 th
e in

form
ation

 w
as received

—
th

u
s to avoid

, if p
ossd

b
le. a goes' 

H
on

 b
ein

g raised
 b

y th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral as to w

h
y h

e w
as n

ot told
 earlier of 

th
e W

illard
 in

cid
en

t"
 	

-- 
"

B
au

m
gard

n
er m

em
oran

d
u

m
. 3/4/64. p

. 
"

 C
ou

rtn
ey E

van
s testim

on
y. 12/1/115. P

. 20. 
	

 
—

"" E
vans, 12/1/75, p. 20. T

he F
B

I has told the C
om

m
ittee that no such m

em
oran-

dum
 exists In Its A

les 


