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The Memphis Field office 'Ifilés designed "Sub" under the "Murkin" acronye of File
44-1987 is not in any way rmfl;ctéd in what is alwgys represented as the F3I's major

or central and all-inclusive files, those of S0G designated as of "FBIHG." When about

20 months after lhe FEI swore to total compliance with my request I obtained these redords
it even then was

only efter I refused to zccept FBI assurances that these files merely duplicated what
those in headquarters held.

Clearly they were written later, whether or not from contemporanecus notes. Clearly
they also are self-serving in the fyp¥oma:ner typicel of tle FEI. *t makes and hides
all kind of racords for later retrieval and self-gerving uses. In this case the first of
the uetios # are dated by date but not by hour.

14 is obvious from the first record in this file, Serial 1, that the Sepcial Ascnt
in @herge did not pick up his trusty dictabelt as asson as "LI. ARKIN, Intelligence Divi-
gion, Fervhis ED, telephonically advised SA LOWE at ap,rexinately 6:05 this date that
inforuation had been received that Rev. HARTIN LUTHER KIUG ¥ had been shot. ...reportedly
sssby & well dressced white male who ran south on Mzin Street.”

This excerpt from the first paragraph iz charecteristic of the covering up the FBI
prepared spontenccusly - at least at the beginning - to cover itselg againust any later
contingsncy. Characteristcally also, it states both the impossible and raises a quespion,
"who was in charge of the store" If with all the tumult sorround King appearance in
Hemphi . the Special #gent in Cherge was not at his post to receive the message.

Also provocative is it that of all the many agents assigned to the “evphis field
ofice Howell Lowe, one of thus sssigned to domes ic political intelligence is the one who
received the first word from hig police counterpart and colleague.

At the specified timc no single withness had been ijterviewed by anyone.

This means that eitherik the “emphis police had begun a cover story of its oun at
6305, less than five minutes aiter the shooting, including the time required to notify
Lowe, the tiie stated is false or both.

Jensen notes that he iumediately phoned ("telephonically contacted") "ight Duty
Supervisor lickhff¢ GUIRE, Division #5, st Beat of Governmont," (2ka Washington, L.C.;
ake Fol Feadquarters.).

Jensen then assigned SA Howard D. Teten %o maintain contact with 1FD Homicide
Bureau, simultaneously sending 8is Joe Hester and __Boyls to St. Joseph's Hospital.

4% says in Serial 1, anywaye

Serial 2 repressuts itself as having been writtea inediztely after 6335, © e tine
PAEELERAAL ) 10/ I/ LIRELERY. "assisten to the Divector DeLOACE UALIAL/ A

call.d and advised s: followss" In the great rush of such events the F3I is verbose in the

zanner ordainz’ by Hocver? ¥ot likely in hasty notes - if they were hasty and of the moment



ra

representou,

‘“ere what is NOT at-ributed to Yelouch is more inpirtant than what was:

"evehe had already notified the Director and the Attorney Yeneral of the reported
shooting of Dr, KIliG. Mr, DeLOACH sedid we sre to enter the investigation i ediately end
in ths event any reyuest for informbtion is réceived from nevwspapers or othe:: sources
ve are to advise that we arc investigating ot the specific request of the 4ttorney Venspal.®

0dd how no such record exists in F# the suposedly all-inclusive "Seat of Govern—
ment files,"

Jensen represents that Delcach anticipete. there would be questions asked. ThALE
The one question specified is of jurisdiction. The obvious and what would heve been an
enfirely proper response by Jensen would have been to cits an applicable federal crime,
suspicion of conspirecy to deny Xing's civil righ's. ©his is the one law that makes murder
of other than official a federal crime. Instead Dsloach told Jensen to pin sny kickbzek
thet might follow on the Attorney General.

NOTl 70 JL: THER. EAS Tu BE 3C:E KIND OF AG R.UCORDY THAT Agi COMP+RABLE, ARE I'F HISTORIC
INFPORTANCE AND REMAIN WITHHELD,

The problem with citing the eivil-rights statute is that it involved an FIT nono in
bolitical assassination, ¢ mspiracy. Murder slone is not a civil-rights crime. Conanirine
to murder is such a crine.

"AT 6:48 PM Si JCE C. HESTER telephonicelly ad:r:;.;ed/ that the shot was fatal was fatal,
Jemsen writes "The abobe information was telephonically furnished fo Supervisor & ROGE
C. lOOHS, Seat of Government, &t zpproximately 6:51.

0f these first three memos only a siggle copy was made. lione to o to I or snywhere
else. :one. in fact, to go onto the main “emphis field office file on the crime and its
investigation, only a single copy to go into one of the 1it-le-known "Subs." In examinstions
of wahy thousszuds of FBI redords in the investigetion of President Kennedy I found no
gingle reference to such & tiing as a "Sub."

Jensen was so careful at the outset he did not even mfEir stert & file under the
civil rishts code nwhber, 44, Instwad he put this under their categorizing of King,

a 100 rile, "Internal security." It bezian as 100-4105.
NOI'E TO JL: MY REQUESTS COVii. 4Lu POLITICAL FILSS RELEVANT T0 KING AL THs ASUASSTNATION,
ON Tz FIRST OF THE MONTH ASK FOR 4 COPY OF EVERY RICORD IN 0 100-4105.

“y the time Teten filed his i'irst report, of which two copies were made, the file 44—
1987 was set up.

Hovever, no copy of this report is in that file, nono in headguarters file, either.
PTeten's repurt, clearly not written that night with all else he had to fo, is more en

sccount of what he did than of the crime. Ie does not say so, plsin Gnglish being anathena
to the I'BI but the import of his vords are that he went %o police hesdgusrtors and hung



Homicide, being all three monkey at one time, seeing notling, hearing nothing edfsay
ing pothing at a1l during all those momsntous - snd entirely unspecified - mom-nts:

"...this Agent set up liaison contacs vith Homicide Bureau. Contact was maintained
itk at the Horicide Bureau until relieved by another Agent at which tim: this Agent
scconpanied kpxmmilme police photographer to scene of shooting." mmirc

Only %o (iscover what it did not endanger the ¥BI to deal with in specifics of a sort,
thet "photographs both et the point whers Dr. KING had falled snd at the point where it
was believed t e perpetrator had fir-d the shot" hed already been taken by the IED
Indentification Division.

The tiwe at which there were conversations with Seat Uf Government is essential in
FBI criminal investigations; the time at which Teten ¥= .ot to the scene of the crime
is not. The difference is that from these records it is impossible to determine when the
police decided on "the point at which the perpetrator had fired the shot." Naturally
it is not important to report the basis for the police belief,

By this unspecified time and on tie basis of what turned out to be a total absence
of proof it hed been decided that the shot was from thet bathroom and eas fired by the
man who had rented /// Room 5B.an 422 1/2 South Lein Street.

Still not specifying when "Agent accompanied Inspector M8 ADEN (lik- this time £ll
caps and with this spacing) to an area betwesn the buildings,..wherve plaster casts werszs teken
of 2 footprints..." Then "this Agent accompanied police photographer to St. Josegh
Hospital and then to the morgus et Joln Ga:ton Fospital where photographs were taken of
Dr. KNG to show the area and extent of the wound. (sic)"

4s Teten left the morguc he "nated that Dr. FRaICISCO was taking color phobpgraphs
of the body." 411 of this and *eten's depurture wes prdor to svilorization of an BUTOPSY .

"this egent was also advised that it was 205 feet and 5 inches from the second floor
rear Bathroom window to the point where Dr. KING WAS struck by the bullet."

For even the fabled FBI this is mugicel, “obody know exactl y vhere “:an, wae standing
and nobedy was or is able to position the jaw in terms of inches from any point in the
world, balhrooms included.

FOTE T0O SZLF: VHLN WvaS THE SURVEYILNCG DONE? Check Extradition and Hester report
Tiles, T think it wes not until deylight.

aleo magical i how on th: nizht of the 4th, the dating of Teten's report, the results
of subscquent surveying by city surveyors was already known.

These first few of the F5I instent record-gencration output all bejong in & special
Hoover file for which there is no FEI code. it 7 is "Cover tke FBI's Ass."

fnother of the earliest redords is of an effort to bring a speeial and ultrs-super

“'hicago "racial" informer down to kemphis, That surely is what solviag the crime needed!
Sa Robert Pitzpetriclk, wio wes soon to euplane for Washington, was told by the &cting
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Inscrt

Control - w.th deniability.

The F5I was in the casc and could control it easily, as it then proceeded to do.
At the same ftime it contrived for any kickback to go over it and hit the Attorney General
because it let the wrold know before the attorney General could speak for himself that
he was responsible for the FBI being in the case. It put Hoover in a no-lose situation:
whatever happened he could be ahead of the game. If he solwed the case the glory was his,
regardless of how he got into t+e case. If there were to be criticism it would go past
him &nd the FBI and devolve on the atiorney Generszl.

It happened that Soover detested both the Attorney General and King, the victim.



Speeial Agent in Ohevge of the Chicago office "that efforts to locats this informant
negative but continued efforts would be made...to bring him to lienphis re racial maiters
at bewphig"

Jensen sent Lim '
According 1o a memo writte by Sa Robert F. Boyle )ié and Legter ﬁ,lfﬁ/ﬁﬂﬁ,t’ to the
at 6145
hospital at 6:15 p.m. \Serial 15) after lesrning tiue medical opinion/they procecdci to
the flophouse. (Serial 15)
The sane night someone directed the Fbi's suspicions toward Hefifro Hays, sxuxx
an unlicensed private detective who was later engaz-d by Arthur lenes, Ray's first lawyer.

Serial 16)

Jouveph “ouw was in Memphis cove ing King's activities there uudexrroz
for Public lelevision. The FBI's indifference to him and more, o the picturcs ne took,
is not because they did not have early knowledge that he tovk pictures. 4t 1330 z.m. on
the fif'th Hex Satchelor of Breniff Airlines phoned from +the airport to report mxwimgzover-
dmExdzd that "J. LOUW made the remark o UBWAYNE HARTSOE," also & Branift employes. “ouw
and his companion, snother young black, leit for Washington and Hewark, N.J. on Flight
610. It wa;m:cheduled to reach Neward until 5:22 a.m., which guve the FEI plenty of time
to meet it and ask tu see Louw's pictures, but that the ST did not fo. The e is no record
of any more then SPC Curtis Fitzgerald malking a note of the proper notification of the
alert citizen Batechelor.

dhat realiy reguired the tiue and attention of the FSI's thp brass is normal house-
keeping details, as recorded in this nemo by ASAC C.0. Halter: "Assistant to the Director
Cobo LE LOACH telephonically comuunicated witi: me at 1:50 A.M." to imk have yue hemphis
Filed Office send two cars tc the Naval air Station at nearby Miliington for "M'we Attorney
General, I, DE LOACE, MARK WILKINS, Civil Rights Division, CLIFF SESSIONS » Press Rep-
resentative of the Department, snd CLIFY ATEXANDAR, President's 1& legal Counsel,"
(Serial 18) Nobouy of lower rank in ths FEI could attend to such details with a crime
of t!is magnitude to be solved.

although S4 andrew Sloan did not record the matter until the fifth (Serial 20) he



"contacted"
did see to it that a little of the parancia of the momcnt was not lost. The F:l PRERER

Americen sirlines at the Hemphis Airport, one whose neme is withheld on the clained right
to privacy and as an only source in a criminal investigation. Sloan was tul. that Stokely
Carmichael, in Dalla., Lexas, has asked for resewvetions for himself and three others,
all named. Sloan's source "advised the airline woulu not mgzj}?ﬁ regervations

and he personally took :ﬁsl'ligh‘t and CallTCHASL was not on it."

Tnere you have the perrormance of duty above and beyond what American Airlines could
rightly expect from its most diligent,

There was early indicetion of tue absence of any eye-witness identification of the
_ alleged kil.er even if, as was presumed, he had dm pulled the crime from the flophouse
‘ LEIRBEI X ?:/ BOAER/LAIA/BELELEL SA Cyril F, Busch was "At lemphis FD on evening of 4/4/68.
I talxed im with two persons who lived at 422 1/2 So. lain (from which fatal shot believed
to nave been fired) * WILLIAN CHARLSS ANSCHUTZ and GRACE EAYS STSPHENS - naither of
wiom coulc furnish desoriptive data of identify Subject." (Serial 22)

lonetheles=, according to the next record (Seriasl 23) the //P FBL Exhibits Section
sent #f two agents on an after-mignight flight to "make an artist's conception or the
UNSUB" as well as XMexs a diasgram of the scene. On the fear "that there might be
difficuity #{fA in obtaining public transportation" with all the investigatine the crime
required the Hemphis office was to send an sgent and a car to picic them up. Then in the
last minute these men werc sent to Birmingham instead.

S=veral record reflect the determimtion of liemphis homicids ’Fo regerd an innocenent
man as the killer, Becauss Ray used the name of Williard in tar}f:?zznfha room from irs, Lessie
Brewer ahd because 10 years ago another man name Willard had been rrested in Lemphis 3=
Bmm this real Willard became a real suspsct.

Wrong Willard was righted in the records (Serial 28) when at 5:05 p.:me April 5 S4a
Richard F. bates phoned fraw the field ofiice and told 5S4 ¥.L.Johnson that tho P

fingerprints liftec from the slieged murder weapon did not match the prints of Real Willard.

Vr geveral other susoscts.



lothing was outside the FIl's investigation - and buildings of statistics zbout

the number of pages of reports an. the hours of time devoted o solving the crime.
Phe othpr cares of the sccond day after the assassination did nat lkeep A5AC C.O.Holter
too bust to spend a page and a half, single spaced, in detailed accounting of a phone
call from & women who reported having e vision during her extensive travels for the
Wihanber of Comn ree imxpremsiiagx sdvertising the Sante 'z Trail." Her contribution and
Holtex'™ is that on the night of the crime, while she was sitting in a uotel at Boise
uity, Uklahoma mnd locking et TV with her friend the motel manager "a pictureof a Hegro
spoeared on the television screen. She imrediarely commented that the Negro had been killed."
How did she kmow? Well, she claim:d not to h ve heerda the radio or to have had any knowledge
that Ur. Sin had been killed. "She stat-d the reason she knew this is that while driving
on a hizhway in Sente Fe ,N.M., she had a vision on Tuesday 4/2/69, of a white man with
a lon: rifle lkilling a Negro by shooting him in the neck."

This 1 dy offered the FOI any help she coula provide. Halter does not make it clear
that the FBI considered it could not use a vision in ths future.

Seat of Govomment was interested in other aspects of the King assassination.
Solving the crims wes not its only concern when at 9 a.m. the morning of April o it
Welarifisa" several calls to ;emphis oi the ni ht before. These had to do with the captiomwing
of teletype messages from “emphis to Weshington. After clarification it is that "ell
ects of violence at Mashville, “emphis or any other city in the Femphis Yjvision, if
it pelates to the KING incident, should be sent to the Dureau under the title "4 SSASSINA
TION OF MARTIN LUTHER XING,JR -RACIAL MaTTwiS" rather than WSANTTATION WORITRS STHIKE,
MEIPHIS, TENIESSEE, RI." (RM is racial matters.) In the compilation of statistics nothing
was overloolrd. Attributing violence to the King assagsination became more important thah

llocating it to the sanitation woriers' strike, to wiich it all had beesn attribut.c.
(S:risl 43B3)



Widle the FBI stoutly meintzired its records do no. include any trmmexwipirm=x
as

dubs of the police znd sheriff's radio broadeasts It iid in facl have them and SA Jack
W Vehrenwald didxferxaxd recorded in an internal iFO memo to Jensen, "The Log is
.nclosed in s 1-A envelope." (Serial 52) He continued this practisc with another instal-
m nt. (Serial 57)

Serial 90 is a svbdued version of a llatt Herron tape.

Serial 99 should be comaprea with time to e. if coincides with Ray *sbruary presence
generzl arec.

SUB BOL 2 serials 181-307
In 173 Howell S, wowe lists 17 “"racial informents" re Murkin. Nemes withhzld.



