Er, Quinlan J, Shea Rt. 12, Frede-ick, “d. 21701
Director, POIA/PA Appeals 3/31 /78

Department éf Justice

Washington, D.C. 205%0

Dear My, Shea,

While this letter deals with C,A.79-1996, I write it pursuant to a phone call from
“in “sgar this afternoon. That eall followed conversation with Doug Mitchell of your
staff with regard to the enclosures. Here is the bagkgrounds

A roporter apent much of last Saturday here going over eoue of my } 6858983 NA~
tion files. In the course of seeking those rascords of intorest to him [ found a cony
of an OFR record I had wade for checking for which I had not found time. I had read
every word in all the MURKIN files 1 received and I recalled no rocord as is doscribed
in this OFf record. The marks in the msrgin were made as reminders to me when I did the

checking.
Thia OFR record is its sumoary of Section 78 of FBI Hy MURKIN records.

The language 1 did not recall having seen in any form is "In connection with
conspiracy claims note the memorandum (Serial 5651) that Correta Kimg snd Rev, ibermathy
wanted to keep the conspiracy possibilities alive for SCIC monetary support reasons. The
basis for this allegation is s wire tap."

4 check of Serial 5651 shows fhere ia 5o such gontent in it. So I chacked the worke
sheets. As is not uncomson with the coples provided to me this one ia quite unolear. I
have put en arrow in the margin to direct your attention to the right one.lt describes
this record as an internal memo of 5/17/69. It r«flects that the memo was of but a
aing%e)pam and that this page was released to me, with excisions under elaim of (7)(C)
and \D),.

But the page relsased to ue not only says no such thing - thers are no excisions!

_ 1 feel reasonably certain that if you obtain the full Serdal you will find that it
consists of more than a single page snd that it does have tho content reflected in the
UFR notes. If this ias the case then the FBI was pretty dirty 4in this. It then has to have
lied about the number of puges and to have withheld what refleots Fisl wire-tapping the
year after Dr. King was killed, almont a full year later. all but 16 days of a year,

Tou can decide for yourself whether (7)(P) also is apjropriate for such withhiolding,

When 1 loarned this I took it up with Jim. Today he told me that “oug Mitchell had
checked and found that Halph “apr's records reflect the record was of but a single page.
Howover, the analyst was Higsins, not Harp, as the workshoet shows.

It appears to me that this shows that the worksheets am esseniial in such canes and
that the FEI may well have reasons other than conveyed to you for rafusing them to me
in the JFK releases. Without the worksheets it ils fupowsible to kaow whet exempiion is
claimed, how many pages way be withheld and even if not recorded serisls mre withheld,
Those not recorded are not mumbured, -

I have not sent copies o “rs. &ins or Dr. abernathy 1n the belief that the Dapart-
went might prefer doing this, I also have not told anyone else to protect the rights of
the reporter in question.

I vould aprreciate a clear copy of the full Serial and of a corrected worksheot.

Sincerely,

ce! Jim Lepar o Harold Weisberg
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(- | SECTION 78 o
i
Almost all of the serials in this section of the King

|
|
| ansasslnation file carry dates fubscequent to the March 10,
\

1969, conviction and suntencing of Ray on his plea of guilty, b

| The Bureau's emphasis shifted to the conspiracy leads and
11 Possibilitices. Two FBI interviews of Ray are reported. They ‘

|
i were vague although the existence of somcone other than himself

. |
as the triggur was repceated by Ray. In cunnection with conspiracy

claims nofe the memorandum [Scrial 5651) that Correta King and

Rev, Abcrnathy wanted to keep the conspiracy possibilities alive - ’

111 ! for scLe mOneLuly EUpPpOrt reasons. The basis for this allegatIOn i!
- | ‘ [
'ﬁwi'i is a wire;tap. ‘
R"\% .
|

ki- The Burcau also seeks to capitalize on the publicity ’
by getting a book written by somcone such as Jim Bishop. i

|
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