
hr. Wayne Chastain 	 4/9/77 
810 Washington St., #408 
Aempbis, T1 38105 

Dear Wayne, 

Relet 4/51 

On tee committfn .ead the stories aoout it, there is nothing I can eldd except that 
most of them certainly have no basis in fact. What may be real is the report about the 
fragments. Seems hard to believe that the doctors would have forgotten but perhaps they did. 
The reality is worse than the cost quoted me on, uuche worse. My opinions about deMohrone 
echildt are inchanged. However, I think I drew a distinction between being a regular 
CIA. employee, like an agent, and being what might be called a source. I cannot imagine 
a man with his experiences not being interviewed on returning home and fully debriefed. 
ihis is the essence of real intellignece coilection. Spooking is not. ior years I have 
known that he wan seen by J. Walton Moore, well-known CIA station chief in at deMin 
line :;f wore. Dothing weong Ate this. It is like a reporter when he has no conflict 
telling police what he thinks they should know. 

I'm :.;ure deM was sick and I'm sure that all the pressure from the nuts had much 
to do with this. I do not know but with what Olstmans has said ane done if you were deg 
would you not be "terrified?" He had beeleeto the committee two weeks before the suicide. 

There is more than a threat against im. Lane is bad, even for Lane, in his book 
about elm. Wrongfully. 1 think that unlikj him you are, innocently, and that the distinction will be clear. However, please understand that in what foliowe when I speak of other", it 
ii confidential. Without my doing this you cannot understand. 

Lane is sick in the head. An odd schiao, able and a fuckup. I once told lea Payne 
that as an inveatigater one could not find pubic heir in an overwprked and undercleaued 
whore house. Les laughed-and added, "At resh hour." I don't know what kind of lawyer he 
is (pisepoor free his writing, thich is no meaeure) but ho is an utter incompetent in 
the work itself. It galls him. ere he is, in his own eyes this great man, the one who 
owns the subject-ask him- and in meaningful aocimplishment he is limited to propaganda. 
In all these years, aside from enriching himself and getting himself known, there is nothing 
of significance he has brought to light. Once when a real story was handed. to him he made 
a mess out of that, the salter bit. When he had made a mess of his JFK efforts on the 
hill there was nothing left but King. This meant thievery. jou know how little he knew. 
He is not a regular tnief so he has to kid himself about his stealing, making the victim 
the villain. in the eing/eay part he has to build himself up. e can do this only at 
4imes expense. 

Heanwhile he has behaves very unethically with regard to Ray. In time you'll know 
what I do. People are turned off by his broadcasts and send me tapes, how I know. 

You recall correctly, it is the part about the ABA supposedly looking into Jim's 
record as Ray's counsel. First of all it does not work that way-et is always the local 
bar. Phan there is no basis for any complaint about Jim. Confidentially he has been 
trying to get nay to fire him and. Ray won't. 

Jhatever you have in mind - and you did not give me the clues you thought you did- 
it has to originate with 'tine. And it has to be the need of his twisted hind. 

1 think Jim will appreciate what you say, in part, so Ill,share it with him when 
he returns from a trip he is now on. What you do not know is that once in started doing 
the real work on the case laud withdrew more and more and turned it over to him. In time 
`imk knew what no other lawyer did, Ile did much work. Bud did inereaeinely little ne his 
paying cliente required more and more time. 

The decisions on who would handle went were bud's. Bud was abroad when jin and I 
tiered down there on diecovery. The only real prepartion time he had was after wo got to 
Nemehle. Before he returned I outline", one cart of the 0,,e.319. But went over it and aL7-ned. 
His examinations at the avid. hearing case from this. Bob vas worse than useless. 411:1 wasted 
much time we did not have. So there was no choice, Jim had to carry the load. There never 
were any arguments between him and Bud on this. Jim did what Bud wanted. Heeded, too. 



I don t 	aryone uf.lt ene7aciate the t emendeoun lord Jim carried at the hearing. 

The amount...of work was incredible. e did not have oven a typist or a clerk. de grew 

no exhaueted that mediention would net out hie to sleep. Under the eireueetences 

believe hia performance wan superb. 
The 3U731 13 true of oral apeeels 0.7211EIPTItS. &d tallme to MO ebeut that. He told Me 

he felt that in Jimell s intereet ,dim had to urge. Jim did not want to because Bud was 

senior end had courteoam experleade Jie leckad. T. cannot seam.) eIth Bad'9 decision enr7. in 

not I agreed with it and told Jim. Bud maid that only Jim knew enough about the fact 

of the ease to be ebb to handle qeestioes. Be wee correct. I were eat there but I do 

know thews was a point at which jim just did not undeestand what ono of the judges 

was caking him about. 
All the decisions were political. Arguments had nothing to do with the end. 

Mane's prejudice was visible frnm the first. But who could do aeything about it? 

Prentice-Hall wan generous with proofs of ,ark's book. It is so bed a book that 

the Enquirer rejected it out of hand as saying nothing. It is worse ia, ways the Enquirer 

does not understand. I bave a set of proofs. This is not know and please do not tell 

anybody. Alen the book is out ie time enough. when it has bean in page for ooze time 

no changes could be made if anyone wanted them made. 
Unfortunately yoe weee right about Kay. Lune uses her and through hie ignorance 

badly. It will be a slight embarrassment to her if this part gets any 41emphis attention. 

I'm iaclined to believe that will not be likely. I wish I could do something becauee Ka 

was always honest with me. And helpful. I like her. I think it in probable that with all 

the taleing her recoliectoon failed her, no mare. But she ie faotually incorrect and as 

queted by lane, in quotes, very wrong. So please do not tell her. If I do get there before 

the book is out, not likely, I'll discuss it with her. 
From Lane's account you would never know, as you now tell me, that Nollomae was 

not in bed with Hoover until he 7.-esigusa or when no eesigned. ,one gets the imeressice free 

Lane, and it is fai*ly explicit in some of his statements outside the book, that "oever 

gent Holloman down to l'Aemphis and olloman see Hoover are responeible for the 4iag kiliing. 

his is really what turned the blacks on. 
The handling of Holloamn is vicious. The haneling or hoItomen and Redittt together 

is even more vicious. 
I have no reason to qoestion your repreeentation of hie. As I've told yau before I 

sometiees disteree with your opinions but I have never known you to tell me something is 

a fact und i 'learned it way not a fact. I have known some very fine people who were 

FBI agents. I em not egin them all. On the other hand I am critical of what some have 

and have not done. On en individual basis. 
P-B was on notice, believe me. Especieley about Lane and his dishaneetiea. At the 

same time I'm sure they have exeerieeced counsel. So :'m not saylue that wilt -ana eine 

in the book is per se libel. I am, however, of the opinion that in the overall he libelled 

Holloman. Amore; others. 
If Holloman would keep to himself anything I would tell him I'd be willing to let 

him know in aevenoe of nublication. This is a book that is going to get a eajor play by 

the publisher. The advance was in six-figures, so you know they have a hell of a lot to 

get back. ibis moans heavy ads and promos. I've ooen a uumbcr of fief-page trade ac-a. In 

addition NBC is doing something. 
.'d ED farthur. I cenne: go there aad 1 can t send copiee of the ;roofs. But if 

holloman ever, gets to Washington we are only an hour away and he can read the whole 

thine. 't won t take that long because he can skip all the Leegory part. 

What makee this much worse is that in the first 75-80V4 of the book the only 'iemphis 

official name is aelloean. This la an old .'ane trick, to focus the reader's mind. In 

this case, with the publisher effort in particular, it will include the media mind. 

Whither or not you discuss t.tis with him I leuva tai.: to you. Z hava not ov;:n a:11.cou 

you how to reach him. I knew Radditt was yanked within a week of the criue. "t is in 

rame-Up. I do not believe that if he knew about it in advance Lolioman did it so "bag 
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could be killed. There could be no coueection between tthu two. On the othar hand, if 
you eo sp '..k to hie, ho should knei the: I thin ell offieieln who hoe any coneection with 
the vino after the fact failed, most of all the FBI. And that I am suing them to obtain 
the withheld recorde. And am getting tlem. 

I will b.:,  writing about thin again. Soon. For my purpeaue I need nothing from 
Holloman, I've gut rdare than I con use tow. 

1 wish the so-called Satabliehment down their could cows into the modern world, 
as I lish the. FBI coule. I could 0A them all over the egony, i'e sure eitLeut poli-
tical consequences in Uemphis and with benefir to the FB1. I guess you've heard me say 
this. before. Ir my are way Ile. geeing tc try 

L.oben article: Bullshit. 

Bethel not only irrelevant but not his first story. In his first there was not 
even a sue.',ection of the its offerin him ee00,000. I'm aura it die not happen. I 
spaee to him about 11/7e. I was not impreseed with his dependability and I was imeree-
Beds with the total irrelevance. What neearsi: to have been the cs,:a in that hc was 
suspectee.of racial dynamitine and 	was tested by the police, not the FBI, with an 
offer to ref rang. 

Whether Begin is a nit of just evil is immaterial. I amm certain Eolloman had }a 
no coneection with the crime, that it wan not kern:obis based and thet the FBI did not do it. 

icee:ver you beleova Seieenthaler thile.ce ealinheen and Are eur were uu ee in I do 
not believe it. 

Id Bob4 Kennedy had bean friendly with the "pokers youtd nevee know it from the 
Rooker record. 

Wiah I had time for more. post and thanks, 



4 /5/77 

Harold, 

I forgot to tell you: don't send your letters to my office, but 
to my home: 810 ashington, Apt. 408, Memphis, TN 38105...My practice non-existent except 
now is milimmipmmorfor a hand full of clients, and legal work farmed 
out to me by other lawyers. I work at home except for a couple wimmemii;Pk  
times per week, I go to my old office to check for mail. That is why 

I lip delayed in responding to your last two lettek--the second of which 
is dated 3/26, 77 and which i did not get until today...4/5/77 

Many things have happened since my last letter: 

Sprague's firing followsIgNinting Gonzalez's almost incredible 
whining before the entire body of Congress and which certainly 

cannot enhance his plesent poor rating among fellow congressman 
...."•""* 

...it goMMIPstruck me as a cry kakby approach. 

')de Mohrenschildt's death and Olthmans story 

:Washington Post's April 3 story pertaining to "Tales 'cold Twice" 
and a quotation from you concerning the sad affsair of the Houses 
].Committee's bungling... 

ftlleGolz's story in April 3, 1977, Dallas Morning 1 ews fi 

concerning statements made by Charles Harbison, Texas Highway 
Patrolman guarding Connally's room at Parkland Hospital, and 
Miss Aubrey N. Dell, supervisor of 	Parkland Parkland 	Operating 

A 

developments. 

1 recall you and I had long conversations about Mohrenschildt. 
As I recall you rather liked him and saw nothing sinttribaMn his brief 
as oci=tion with Oswald and ''arina. 

I 

Room. 

)) Dallas Morning News story, April 2, 1977, reporting that three 

handwriting experts have 1.11111MONIaii confirmed that the handwriting 
in the note to H.L. Hunt was indeed that of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Naturally, I am asking your res onses to all of these new 



2... 

Also, as I recall, you challenged the a-,sumption that Mohrenschildt 
was CIA connected. The cuestion that arises in my mind: why did he 
commit milpfts suicide? Especially when he learned a House assassination 
comvittee investigator was waiting to see him? I can't buy his daughter's 
F.xplanation that he was terrified of Oltmans. why should he be? As far 

t.....ipoit eraminaugsr.rerrni,biTtr—zkigirm.  Chere was no 

talk about his so-called mental instability back in 1963-64? Possibly, 
he could have developed a guilt complex based on the fact he was involved 
in the conspiracy? The fact he went to such inordinate lengths to 
depict Oswald as an unstable, deranged individual before the 'harren 
Commission suggests he was protesting too much. Parts of his testimony 
indicted he liked Oswald because Oswald was "humble." let, there was 
nothing specific he could give the Commission to conclusively prove that 
Oswald did fire the shot into the window of General Balker back in March 
1963. From reading Mohresnchildt's actual testimony, Oswald made a face 
and remained silent when he asked him if he had filed the shot at dalker. 
And what was Jeanne Mohrenschildt doing when she was snooping around the 
Oswald's shack and found the rifle crammed into a closet? Why did the 
MohrFsnchildts take such clntroiroverouseho d, etc, etc? 

as to questions you raised in your 3/26/77 letter: 

1. You wrote: "1 have not made.4osehmout of the threat against Him.." 
The word "threat" threw me. I suppose you mean the statement that 
the ABA was looking into Mples role idly as liay's defense counsel. 
My answer: No, I did not save a carbon copy of my letter. 1 am not 

sure I know what you are actually asking me to do. You have 
convinced me that this was irresponsible nonsense and that my source was repeaing hearsay two an three  times removed. 

j447001 as having a record of 	a mental patient, how valid is that explanation 
for dismissing his possible involvement in a conspiracy? 	 ph 



AV:reasoning. If they did, then Justice Miller and Justice Phillips 
f■ 

did 1P0 degree turns in their legal reasoning of 1973. 
A:fellow a torw, Dave been nut through the same ordeal that ..% ) 
Jim wasp 

r - 
except at a much lower level of the judiciary. i recently 

argued 	case before a Memphis judge. lie is regrded as one of 
the rore ... , 	 judges on the bench, but his mind was closed 
to every point I raised. My arguments were based on lone established 

u,r p 
y • • • 

I think Jim is a fine person and a brilliant attorney. The second 
fact is proved by his excellent a•:ellate brief. As I state in 
my book, he raised all of the pertinent questions in that brief 
and I was appalled that the high court ignored all of them. 

Jim, however, does not escape criticism in my book. I point.oie 
EMIR him, 

that I thought it was a mistake fougiiiimrather  than Fensterwald 
tomilpihw conduct the oral arguments. It was a matter of judicial 
politics.InaMIREffinomanaiiimancalcimionalWensterwald w as highly 
regarded by the late Justice Miller, and is especially UM 
respected by Justice Phil]' s. From my reports, all three of 

01044411~14".•  rauwe-s"42....)  the judges acted in a hostile 	 Lesar, who 	seemed 
to unnecessarily argue with the judge$ when they asked nuestions 
seemingly designed to elicit responses favorable to Ray's cause. 

• It is a matter of common 4twledge that most ar,rellatejudges do 
not read all of the briefs submitted to them. In 75 per cent of 
the cases, they are briefed by clerks and then rely on the oral 
arguments before rendering their final decision. They refer to 
the writtene briefs to answeR or resolve las any questions that 
may remain in their minds 1gir hearing oral arguments. I was hoping 
that because at least two of the justices expressed interest in the 
hay case back in 1973-74, they would have read Lesar's memorable 
brief before hearing arguments. From reading Haynes' brief, 
I am sure the justices did not make up their minds based on 
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legal principles and case 
w
law. This fudge gm does not like me for 
ol 

several reasons 	 il*mmrim- 	would like to think that his dislike 

of me alone would not have promptedAo rule against me. 1 tgliMierfeel that 

he just did not like the result that would flllow if he followed my line 

of legal reasoning. It would have rut him in an uncomfortable political 

nosition. Again, judicial politics, I believe, lay at the basis of his 

decision. I lost the case. It was a civil case and 1 represented thw owner 

of a dog that was shot by two Memphis policemen, who were appal.  ntly drunk 

or high on drugs. Ne could not prove either, but could only create by 

inference that conclusion based on the irrational acts they committed on 

the night in question. As witnesses on my side, we had the Memphis police 
Arkda 

chief and four policemen who testified ow the dead dog was an extremely 
gentle German Shepherd dog. The police chief fired both policemen--a rare 

precedent, but they were reinstated by the civil service commission where 

Ellir
the city attornY 
	

an appointee by the Mayor who in turn is strongly 

supported by the police union)  made a feeble effort to present evidence 

that the officers acted in gross violation of police regulations, gross 

disregard of the civil rights of my clients(one a black attendant, the 

other a white service station owner) etc. Also, note, that the chairman 
of the commission was the appointee of the Mayor, etc, 

This particular judge just didn't want the police union to go 

out and campaign against him the way the union did against my friend, 

and legal 
	

Judge Churchill, who was defeated by 400 votes 

last year. He knew 1 was a friend of Chhill and that was reason enough 
Itye—J a 

for his personal dislike. His decision was noliticly expedient one. 

I believe the °ixth Circuit decision in the Ray as a nautically 

expedient decision. I believe that Judge Mchae's decis on was a politicail3 

expedient decision, and that immense local pressurewas bright to 
GC b441-, although I can't cite one concrete clue to baci imy opinion MIN 

2, What was your impression of Baird? 

3. Cohen article #4, 
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I was not surprised to hear about the Hagin- otlen article which 

they atacmpted to and almost sold to the Tennesaean. I believe Hagin 

led Cohen down the primrose oath on that one. I found out AA he also 
• K 

attempted t se4 qatthestS7to Zodiac press, but good sense prevailed 

% 
/Vtler ,..) 

there, and Joh 'nailed me and asked me AMMIONdOOMiX what 1 thought about 

Hagin. I said e P  had a detailed knowledge of Tennesae politics, especial'y 

about what was hpppening in the legislature, &tut no deep or profound 

knowledge of the Ray case. John told me that Hagin claimed that Ray had 

confessed to his attorney--implying the attorney was Livingston--and 

said that Stoner and Jerry were involved. I checked pith Livingston and 

Livingston said: 1)aay never told him that. 2) Hagin had expressed 

that view on several occasion, based on conversations he had with several 

411111111 state officials in Nashville. Hagin also believed that crank 

Holloman, whom we both discussed inur last two letters, was a 

knowing member of the conspiracy. 	did, not know he had almost suc:-.eatiecl 'air Lat 
in selling it to the Ter 	,ean. I hope it was the good sense of 

jeigenthaler that stopped publication. For good reasons, oeigenthaler 

belie';es that the late Buford hllington(governor of lennesse when King 

was killed) and his public safety MOP commissioner, Claude Armor formerly 
Public:Wafety 

4dijmimmiliii Commissioner of Memphis) may have been involved in 
would hav  a conspiracy to kill King. Their motiveslimm1177TFITTrily political rather 

than racial, as both were conservative Democrats who hated Henry Loeb, 

a political-4 independent, who was drawing conservatives out of the 

Tennessee Democratic Party. Armour had more control over the Memphis 
olloman 

police department 'n Nashville, than either 	or Loeb in Memphis. 

Memphis police and firemen supported Sheriff Morris against Loeb in the 

1967 eledtion. It was itatred of Loeb by Memphis policemen and firemen 

that prompted Loeb's decision to reconsider his decision to run for 
re=election for Mayor in 1971. instead, Loeb stepped down. 



NOTE: Buford Ellington was a very close friend of Lyndon Johnson 
and served as head of the Small Business Administration 

JO i .5.1 0,„ 	while waiting his turn to run for governor in 1906. Johnson flew to Nashville to visit Ellington after he was elected 
1  p01 	and that is when Johnson made his stupid, cruel and 

itically inept speech "Nail the Coonskin to the wall..." 
s one of the last nowerful vestiges of the Boss Crump machine. 

Armour and Armour's father were products of that machine. Ellington 

was a Crump candid to when he first ran for Governor back in the 1950s. 

gehad always carried "emphis until the gubernatorial election of 1966, 
when blacks poured out and carried Shelby County for John °ay Hooker Jr. 

Although Ellington could not succeed himself in 1970, King's assassination 

would have broken up the powerful coalition INIMMEMNft built up in iqemphis 

by Hooker, who had already announced he was going to run again in 1970. 

This coalition involved labor-blue collar and t.lacks. Riots, martial law 

(which only the governor could declare) would splinter the coalition, 

evoke the George wallace racist tendencies of Hooker's blue collar suvort, 

and alienate black political leaders from the mimic Democratic coalition. 

Ellington's motive, of course, would be to allow his ally, former Gov. 

Clement,to win the Democratic nomination in 1970. Clement and Lllington 

had played a game of political leapfrog in occupying the governor's chair 

since 1952, as a governor in l'ennessee cannot succeed himself, but can 

come back four years after he has left office and 	again. 

As far your using the Fanion- dithers incident, It is in the public 

domain. I have used it in my book, and you are welcome to it. 

I do believe that Holloman was genuinely shattered by the assassina- 

tion as it was a reflection on his ability to maintain law and order. 
political organization 

On the other hand, other members of the Loeb 

not have had such pure motives. As far as Holloman being an ex-FBI man, 

remember that he retired in 1964. This was shortly Afeer the Project Zorro 

haj been launched. Hol oman, who had not b en asigned to Hoover's office 

for several years before. 	may not have had any direct knowledge of 

the dtrty tactics Hoover w s using against Dr. King. 

Then the King assassination occurred, he was in the vortex of s 	many 

conflicting currents, he may not have had sufficient information to make 

a wise decision as to .,:ecurity for Dr. King. 

Arr'0 
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I realize that motive alone is not lex enough to prove conspiracy, 
but until evidence of the details of the eTRIFV9t. conspiracy is bared, 
I believe all pocsibil ties Should be explored. 

Ellington was a hawk...as said at the top of Page 6. Johnson, pro 
at the heigth of hiskietnam War madness, flew to Nashville and made 
his "Nail the Coonskin to the wall" speech--evoking the bellicosity 
of native Tennesseans, who remember the heroics of Davy L;rockett, 
Rndrew Jackson, etc, and their cruel and indiscriminate campaigns 
against the Cnerokee tribes, whom they almost deciated. 

in late 1967, bobby Kennedy--despite his silence--loomed Oft.  
..'--

in in the paranoid mind of Lyndon Johnson as the man who was out to steal 
the 1968 Democratic nomination from him. '-'obby 'ennedy was a friend 
of John Jay Hooker and his family(John's older brother was a roommate 
of Bobby's at Harvard). John Jaybfooker ran as a Kennednesque c ndlidrt 

46 64)1* in 1966 and had it not been for the crossover of some 	hepublicans 
into the Democratic primary, he would had trounced ,11ington. Ellington, 
fearing Hooker's election, made a deal with the hepublicans and sold down 
the river his old ally, Gov. Element, who was a lame duck governor running 
for the Democratic Anrembirawilenop nomination for U.S. Senator. If the 
republicans agreed Vemmemlimammessm not to run a candidate for governor 
and allow the ,epublicans to come into the "emocratic primary to vote 
for him, he would likeimme.iiimervrrp surreptitiously support the GOP candidate 
for 	Senator(howard Baker) in the general election. The Democratic 
State Convention would occur/ after the Democratic primary. At the convention 
4411incLton, as the Democratic nominee and certified as the nominee on the 

general election ballot, would become the nominal head of the State 
Democratic Party. When November came, Clement lost out to baker and later 
IMMOOR...expressed the belief that his old friend Ellington had not done all 
he could to help him. He was suprosed to have summoned his old friend 



rresident Johnson down to Ampaign for him, but Johnson di n t come. 

'llington tried to assure Llement that because of avid pro-war 

stance, Johnson's appeLrance in Tennessee at that time would have hurt 
rather than helper' element. But note, llinpton didn't think rresident 

Johnson was so unpopular the following year, -hen he invited the ?resident 

to Nashville to 	 ea lennesseanPreterans on-11111111ftwiiii■or L" 

Veterans Day. That was when Johnson made the "Nail the coonskins to the 

wall speech." Blacks, already opposed to the Vietnam War, extren'ely 

resented the expression "coonskins" as containing racial connotations. 

"Coons," of course, 0111101 is used by rednecks to rescribe blacks. 

If you are looking for a local nucleus for the conspiracy, 

1  don't think you could start with bet, e0kcandidtes than Armour or 

Lllington. Armour had made noises about returning to Memphis and 

running for mayor in 1971, if his protege, Bill Morris, did not run. 

Two things occurred. Armour's wife, who had refused to move to Nashville 
when Armour took "llington's appointment, denounced him and juOved on 

Henry Loeb s bandwagon for Mayor. That's p.tty embarrassing when a 

wife of a politician comes out for her husband's political adversary. 
Second, Bill Morris decided to run a second time for Mayor. Both  Armour  
and Morris  had some strong  support in the black community. After the 

tumult and chaos following the King assassination had died down, either 
Armour or Norris could step in the political picture in 1971 and pick up 
the political pieces, iftlializzagairmEnglifflft so their moms' reasoning have 
g_Ine. And that is exactly the type of campaign Morris ran in 1971. he 

came in third. 

Best regards, 

Wayne 

Joh 


