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¥r. John Hartingh Rt. 12, Frederick, ¥d. 21701
FOIA/PA Unit, FBI 9/10/7T7

J, Edgar Hoover Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Jobn,

When Ralph told Jim that your records indicate we have not sent two checks Jim told
me, I asked him to obtain the dates and sums and he told me last night after spesking
to you. These are §/19, $69.42 and &/70, $85.71.

If we owe anything be assured we will pay it. Howowver, the cursory check we made
imediately shows we ieeued our check in the exact amount, $85.74 on 8/31, the very day
we received the letter asking for this sum. Our number is 1003.

We do not have a check for $69.42 but we have a check that could iuclude this if
as 1 think I recall it was a check that covered the personal files, too.

There was more than the usual confusion here during the earlier period. Only a short
tine after our last moeting I learned I laso have arterial problems and at that time there
was a question about angina, too. 50 we could have mads a mistake. I suguest it would help
if your peopls gould trace the check we did iscus end send me a copy of the letter covering
the $69.42 sum., We did pay for one set of papers twica and your people did return the
check in overpayment.

¥y daye now sre more broken up than ever. One result is that I have less time for
this work, As a consequence some of the problems that have not been addressed ars becoming
more serious for me. I know you want to avoid all problems we can aveid so I'1l remind
You of some. .

Firat of all I've had to slow down. Yo more 20-hour days. I also have to walk much
more but can't do it all at once. For a long time I've had to get up and walk around
every 20-30 Binutes. Since Yuly the routine has been to walk outdoors as much ss I een
at any one time without overdoing it. This is essential for leg oirculation, While in
early #ugust a walk of 250 yards sonetimes left me woozy, I'm happy that with the medi-
cation I'm on I can now do &s much as seven miles & day. But it may take 10 interruptions
in my work for to do this. Sometines as I seek to extend what I have been doing it
tires me much. 3 reduces my effeciency and what else I can do.

I have no éne to do my filing gnd I cm;tdonllnfit. So what I've be=n able to do
bas always included keeping the records I receive exactly as I receive them. Gettibg into
some of the files now is not easy for me. Right now I'm tired from iwo miles of walking
on two occasions before the start of the usual working day, if Saturday is a working day.
So I'm not trylng to consult files,

But I am certain there has been no response to most of the letters I've written over
a long period of time with specifics of non-cowmpliance. This remains as non~compliance
to we. It msans added problems for me, extra intrusions into the work I want to do.

Befors explaining this my wife is now up and about, has done some furtherfsearching
in ber records anf finds that she made a mistake and did not send the 369.42 check. ?h:ls
was from confusion. Jt is included in the same letter with which the refund was. She had
a copy of the refund check attached to it and thus overlooked it.

Lack in June, I think the Tth, we had a longz discussion of some of the remaining
problems and some of what the FBI promised it would do. I remember my disappointment
over the claim that there were no field office indexes to the ralevant files and the
fallure to come up with any of the meny missing attachments. It now turnsm out that there
we no doubt that the office files are indexed and if you want the proof I can provide
it from the files in q one And I have received none of the missing attachments. Yet
in each case another source of the attachment exists in the records.

The problem alleged by t!.e FBI with regard to such sources as the HMounties was %o
bave been resolved by writing a request to the Mounties with a carbon to me as a sign of
good faith. I said that if this was done I would not meke a further issue of it. I have
received no such carbon and have had no word of any ldnd on this. So it remains that I have
and have paid for hundreds of pages of glbberish and that the FBI perasists in withhidlding
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what is public, Ome extrems form was the withholding of the name of a ranking police of=-
ficial who was holding a press conference., Tne uncorrscted result is much extra work for
me and confusion built into these files for the future. The fact is that there never was
any legitiwate basis for tils kdnd of withholding, withholding the public. This was ag-
gravated by the broken promise to use the indexes of the publish.d@ books

This is true of Englund, Portugal, Mexico and local jurisdietions, it also is true
of uany aspscts other than those relating to polioce. g

A%t that meeting [ was promised that there would be a review of these maskings after
the final five volumes of headquartdrs files, then under review, hadi been completely

. processed. I recall discussion of the assigmment of personnel and I believe agreement that

your people who kuew most of the subject would not be as requefired #n the Femphis end
other files not yet processed. Now I'm told in the unmigmed letter sttoched to one of the
forms that this will not be done until after all else is, I regard that as stonewalling,
1t 48 a broken promise end it is beses on my mceeptance of these prombses that I did
éngsge iu the stipulation that I'm sure you recognize is helpful to the FEI and ropresents
some compromiee for me. It represents still another intrusion into my ability to write
about these records. In fact the FEL is etill withholding the names of subpoenased wite
neseés and those included in the narration at the guilty-plea hearing - what is public
except that withholding it from these records invites error and confusion because there
are 50 many of theus.

Uf & different character and illustrative of the kind I've raised separately with Yyou
1s withholding on dardin, I recall receiving uo oinglg record after taking this up with
you although last night Jim did mention the picture. It is not secret and there is and was
no baals for withholding but it has besn continued fof monihs.

dore recently, I think after the stipulations were negotiated, this was one with an
dubious informent whose same not only was known but the reports indicate that Lane
and & “ouse assasains committes character had both spoken to him, Among others. i'm not
checidng the files. The name is ncwething like Bunt. I recall specifying the same thing
with regard to Willie Somersett, who has boen dead for years, and his information, if
that word cen be used. Remember, I wrote about him years ago.

Hy view is that thers nover was any basle for such withholdings, the FBI 41d this and
I ought not be victimiged by it. Aside from the larger review, which was to have been
conpleted by now and I take it will not be begun for some time, which would include all
these injustified withholdings, there are these specificis I have raised. Sectifying them
presented no real problem at all yet them remsin unrcctified,

if I had not been willing to trust the Fil and had not in fact dep=nded on it to keep
its word or if I had wanted to be vindictive,with ample justirication for feeling vine
dictive, I'd not jave conmidered stipulating. Now 1 find that the FBEL is not kveping ita
word and it not responding even to specific couplaints about this.

I have tried to be open and forthright in all of thise Aftor reading some of the really
diwty things the FEI has done to me over the years this did not change. As I have tried to
lead you to believe, I want Souplience and to Le able Lo do the work I've astarted, not
Veagvanoa or any kind of getting even by forcing the FBI to more worke I do not want more
vork for the judge or for Jim, either. But I do waut compliance and I do want it without
unegsential delays and I do went it where I have been specific in complaint and where, as
in what I'm writing about now, it really does not present any kind of serious probiem for
the FBI, All I'm asking is that it undo what it never should have done.

I'n not asidng £f Jim to rush back into court or apything like that. But I believe
there is a staus call soon and unless © have your word on these things I will not again
Jeopardize my own situation to be cooperative and reduce the problems mt for others made
by the FBI, I will have no choice but to ask Jim to report these idnds of mattors to the
Judge. Thds will include continued stonewalling on the April 15, 1975 part of the requsst.
The 1gst time I was able to get to court the Judge did ask about thls and Jim did report
there had not  yet been complisnce,
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1§ Therc remain questions ebout orime-4fd scene pictures, I have written you about this,
Therc game a time whonJim was told sorething about pictures being with the Congressicnal
comnittee but I'm nov poeitive they are the identicel pictures. I think I have been parti-
cularly patient about thic because it is a request that dates to 1969, 4nd if I am in
error you huve not specified sny error.

The Muridn file identifies and duseribes two different sets of contemporanecus pictures,
ons by the local police and one by the FBI. The pietures 1 have received do mot match
the deseriptions in the records. Later I wus given weroxes of a later set taken by the
FBI, later in 1963, at the time a trial appeured to be near,.

The pumbers aiso do not match, esI recall cne set I wss provided totalling 45 whereas
the sevial specified 47. This can be the sat provided with a wocksheet by Ralph Harp. The
fivst of theee items on that undated page is this, with Sorisl 146 indicuated ss the first
of the iiems.

I am not confusding this with the seriel photos or with newspix, I bslisve I am missing
one of the two sets, those by the FEL or those of the FFD. lnitdially, consistent with the
F2I's falas swearing, and I am saying I believe this was deliberate as I em also saying
I would prefer not having to be pointed sbout this before the judge, the judge was told
there was only the pictures of the unidentified police doporiment, for =11 the woxrld es
thought I had not already told Tom Wiseman end Blske about thic snd my source. The FBI hes
yet to correct its sdsroprescotation to the judge or after uore than a yesr of my ralsing
ihis dn coyrt to couply. Dugan ie bétter at saying neety and incorreot thinza about me.

If you provided the F0's flctures gou'll have 2 record. However, bearing on intent
of both the FUI and mine in this case, I call your attention to the MFO's response on
thiss It fedls to meniion what I hawe cited from ite own files. When Jim £ilod this in
court relating to the Time, Inc. matter we &id not tell all ws esuld ebout it, I'm not
looking %o hurt ths FEI but I am lodking for belated complisnces

I nave not specified other newspdx but I'w confidant that e good=f2ith search will
show that the FIOI obteined thoge of the wire services., This presents a differsnt problem
to mes I've bean through the wire scrvice files twice, once when I obtained these pictures
and paid for the, and once when I sought to replace those Judge McRee mpw.insisted on
] having in the record of the svidertiery hearing, All I want is clear pictures and I've
: already apont what for me 4s much in an effort to replace those in the court record without
getiing clear copies, Tho wire services have destroyed their file coples for storsge spuce.

I have not been provided with any lefts~to-rights on tis bLoww/Time,Inc. pictures. I
balieve the FEL needed and haa theas. They do nob uppesr in the issucs of LIFE in which
some Were used. T 1llu.trate the idnd of povblemf this makes thera is the fact that the
MF0's reporting states that McCullough waas the firat to regeh ¥ng's fallen body. I am not
ques tloning this but I amwondering if ths piletures LIFE used shows MoCullough over the corpse.
There should uot be any question of ideatifications end NeCullough is nct the only one. There
: are Murkin rescoids referring to a "Baby Jemua" wothout any proper nama. As used in that
i raporting "Baby Jesus" should appear in the yowe plotures,

You have not respended to oy roquest fer recordm the FBY released 4o the Bhurch come
mittes which used thame I explained that I do not went to quote from news accounts of them
becguss this introduces the possitility of arror. This ceme up when you seid that eompliance
with my requests for the political records would be delayed by the examinmtiona of them
required by a court order. I agreed to all necessary delay, and in iids cane none is necessary
because of duplicate filings, if I were given those few I want for this writing., I céescribed
their contant, as I do noweI do not recall whethor more than a single record is involved,
but it can't be more than a couple. I asked for the Hoover aprroval of the planting of a
story eritlcal of King for staying et a white-owned motels I believe this was dated 73/28/68.
I also asked for the record on there not being a "black messiah" unless he was tho Fil'g,
Tids is not the sex stuff, which is what 1s covered by that court order. Beeidss, some of
those filos have been provided to others. It was all over the front vages and 3+ has been
Zeny wonths since I asked for this. If there is any problem in providing it you have not
%old me about it.
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Going beck to the Tallure to roview the willboldings, what I regerd 63 unuecesscry
withholdings and the FBI's failure to abide by the Attornoy “eneral's policy statcment
in these matters, I believe that this week this hao neant extra work for the Fil. I have
had a press iagulry sbout one of the nahy {lreats egainst Kdng. in many casea those who
roported to the LI weut puiic on thoir own. (Thds remizds me of another case in which
you bhave uot removed the oblitaerstions. 1've forgott.n the man's nama, bul it was a
Columbus, olilo case.) Ihe men sbout whom I was asked is Otis Husphvey “oore. I bulisve he
was at i, Hood whon he says he was propositioned in 1965.

Moore spoke to a wiroeservice reperter who is a tiend of a Washington raporter who
phoned we. Thde duplicates ths Clifton Leird case, in wiich the M3l wes defawed rather
extenalvoly and wronglye. I cited that to the reporter who phoned ms and suggasted he
ask tho FEL, With «11 tho obliterations I cannot say vhether or not the FBI looksd into

at particular threet. I olsc point/ed ont that investigetion of =ll the earlier threats
was naolther necescary nor poswdble do 1968 abeont sore reasen to connect any one with tha

Whilo you personally appear te have no ocomectlcon with it I raise ‘enother queation
1'd appreciute your taking up with those who hanide these matters.

Thers was extensive and unjusiiiied - unjustifiable - obllieration in copiss of the
dndezes to the 25 aumbered (29 actual) volwmeaz of ovidence given %o ths Nemphis prosecutions
I obtainsd those undor discovery. Here agasa the FEL end Dugan indldged in defasations of
me in the court record. The fact is that these indexes did exactly as I asald they would,
enabled ma to pinpoint non~compiisnce.

I was to have beea provided with other copies alter the compliance firom the HAQ
Muricia f4les had been coupietved, the idea being that by then the anaiysie would kaow
that names did not have to be withheld.

It is my beliel that since the 4G's statewent of lay no withholding from tusse
indexea iz necessury or justiiieds. Lida means that replacing thew is a simple matier of
xaroxing. Balph “arp should recall reviswing r.cord. that niate az I do, I was %o ba
glven ruplacement coplese I have nod recsivad them and I would approciato them am seon
ac the copying is possibla.

I have not covered all tloss questions have. Many others, I am oconfident, have baon
raised earlier, I vould prefor that I not Lo rogulred to reise those gquestions formally
or in court. If I au wrong in any of this A¥{ plemse correct me. If auy of ihese tlings
present any real problems for the FGI let us diocuss thewm, But if as I believs they de
not and in ell cases ure problems the FEL createds, I think without peed, i would like them
¢leared up now. They hale accumulated into significant problems Tor ma.

Jim alao spoke to me about some pictures you mentionad to him, I aporeclats your
tadng your time to try to save me money. Thanks L{or ite. Uowever, while wonoy is a problem
for me delayed compliance is now more ol a problem, Sv where there are not large aumbera
of pletures, wiich means where the costs ar: not great, 1'd much rather have you spending
this tite supervising compliance end would prefer to pay for such pletuves even if I do
oot nead them. This will bs trus if I do uot aucceed in obtalilng recovesy of all scobanff
85 you know 1 intendd to ssk the courte

I sug.est that in the long rua it may be pel ful o the FIY anl willfsave all intorested
parties, including the judge, much time if technical objuctions ere not reised. I think
the “ouw pictures represent one iliustration of thiw. 4nother is the “enphis police reports
that OiR used. Hy belief is that these ars covered by wmy 1969 requestas no matter how much
the FEI pretends they have no standing. The judgs has alresdy ssid otiherwise, I think idore
thin onces Jia did not raise this point or others I Lelieve possible. Would Li aut be better
to eliminuie bids lor the future now and save all thal tiwe and elfurt?

1l teke this tiwe ouce aguin to eliwinate problems, noi to maks {hem, and o obtain
compliance, Becanse of his racent illress and dental surgery “isz is now even more overloaded,
But by now the time 1've wasted in sesidng cowplinge ia this way has accumulated iabo wove
tive for me than raising thess questions before the judge. *his i: onv oi the reasons I ask
for essurances on which 1 can depend before the next status calle Sincerely, Harold Welsberg



