Dear Dave, ’ 9/1/84

After my yesterday's morning therapy I resuied a very biz job of spraying 24D
on poison, briars and extensive ground ivy, which, with the tender care of the boya
who have been helping me, have proliferated beyond belief. I found out when there
was no choice, I had Yo spray the pines, that I can do this. But yesterday's was a
bit nuch because I did more than before and, as I le .mmed today, my blood had
thickened again. But I felt pretty good yesterday, was caught up on other things,
and had some time to get to what has been on my mind for some tine, a different
possible beginning for The King Conpsirvacies.

Today I reversed the order and befare spraying drafted a bit move. I got to
where I wanted a thin file, 3 records, and made several trips to the basem-nt to
search for it. Without finding it.

There will not be any more time today for its about suppertine and I'm weary,
tomorrow we are busy socially most of the day and evening, and Sunday also conpanye.

So, inatead of correcting mnd getting farthur, X'm sending you a earbon for an
opinion: what do you think of strating it this way?

The records I sought would follow next. They relate to the pre-assassination
Memphis threat to kill “ing when he retwmed - when he was killeds JL will, I hope,
recall when I wrote him about those records after the crazies in DJ told the court,
and perhaps also the appeals court, which I think I facall, tha‘ they are irrelevant.

The Memphis 100=-4105 file is its King subversive file. I'm looldng for 149-121.

If you wint me to explain why I'm thinking of beginning it this way, let me
know,

Nothing much new, I've no: heard from Jim for aluost two weoks, He's been busy,
I'm sure, in trying to abort the scheduled amending of FOIA to in effect immmize
the CIA,

Sudcenly we have what is liie an varly fall, %euporature down for several day,
only a little above 40 at daylight today. -Igusss its been cooler itherc.

Had the scheduled checkup vhere the cancer was removed fron my right ear, Dr,
quite pleaseds No esign. There sre a numbor of nen-melismancies he burns off overy
tine I'm there, this time no exception. Not a big deal, cnly alightly wicomfortable
and that no for long. I have a resson for going into thia, more for Elizabeth end
David than for you, Oh, yes, this time he also checked the backs of the hends and
zapped them in asveral places. He oxplained again that those malignsneies end none
malignancies that can turn malignant, as on my ear while it was being medicated,
are from sun. Not one bum, not even necessarily from buming. From the total
amount of sun on tissue, over the yeer, in my cass many yoars. I'm not sugpeating
that they hide from the sun, but I am suggesting that they keep their distant futures
in rdnd while they are young and not do as all young people did when I was young
and still do, just get sun for the sake of tanning. Sunbathing can be good for some
things, like healing, but they get enough when they swim, etc. The natural amount in
normal activity is one thing but just taking the sun to tan ought be a noro.

Beat to you all,



9/6/94

Chagster 1
april 4, 1968,
4t 6:01 p.nie, as he was leaning over the black metal railing of the Lorraine

Lotel, chatting with associates in the parking lot velow, ¢ single shot lilled Dr,
Hartin Luther dng, Jre

That was in “emphis, Tennessee.

Tyo weeks to the day later, Jaues LHarl Ray, a petty erisinal with no history of
any violent crimes and an escapee from the lissouri State Penitentiary, was charged
by the Pedersl Burcau of luvestigation with that ldilling.

Lhat vwas in lMMrymingham, 4labama, llot lMemphis, vwhere the crime was comrdited.
Birmingham, where no crine was comited.

Why Birminghem, vhere no crime was committed,and not Hemphis, where the "wlack
llessisgh," the bluck Nobel laureate, man of peace, of nonviolence, was assassinated?

&t the time this troubled the press little, for everyone was relieved that,
after two weeks, the "SI seemed to be getting somevhere.

&t the time, too, the FBIL had its ressons, although it was careful to keep them
secret, even from the attorney genersl himself — and emmea though he is, supposedly,
over the FUL, which is but one of umeny parts of the Depsrtment of Justice.

The ¥FBI's reason, kept secret for years, is buried in more than 60,000 pages of
mtil-then secret FUL records I obiained in one of the longest of all the nany
I'reedon of Information lawsuits.

The 1"8I's reason, as it stated its reason in records m it never ex ected to
be seen by anyone, is that the United States aAttorney in Memphis was not to be
trugted.

The chief prosucutor for the area, the man responsible for all federal cases
within the jurisdiction of that federal court, the man selected by the Fresident and
the “Yepartment of Justice, whose appointment had to be and had been approved by the
Congress, ,was witruthworthy - to the F'Bl.

The FBI which was extraordinerily careful not to let anyone else kmow, not the
Attorney Yeneral and not the President and not the pesople through the press, that
it reparded the “‘emphis Udted States dttorney as mmipwe unworthy of trust, not to
be ont-usted v the the prosecution in this most costly and most terrible of crimes.

Tts resl reason, carefully kept out of its records, will become apparent.

Under federal law murder, ordinarily, is not a federal crime. The agsassination
of Hing could, however, be a fedéral crime under the civil rights act, but only if
it was the end product of a conspirucy to deprive King of his civil rights by
aszgssinating him, ;
Without slleging that there had been o conspiracy when it had not a shred of



proof of any conspiracy, the FUI had no jurisdiction. It would have been legzl for it
to provide sone services to local authorities, but then it would not have had control
of the case, and control is the name of +he Fil's goame in political cases.

In this case, bocause the FBI had weged a bitter and incredible indecent and
illge illegal campaipn against &ding, it had even gréater need for control.

“t h .d planted defamatory stories about him in +the press, J. Edgar Hoover,
longtime FBI director, had characterized him as the greatest liar in the country,
it had wiretapped his home, his office, his Wouther Christian Leadership Conference
offices, his hotel rooms when he travelled and spoke, and it even bugged his home
and office without authorixation and without seelding uuthorization.

It had sought the atiorney egenral's avoroval for sone wiretapp ing by virtually
blackmailing the later to be assassinated Robert I, Kennedy with the complete
fabrication tha King wag dominated by Coidamists. But it didn't even bother to
ask hinm to agree to its buzging.

The extent of its operations aga_nst hing and the astounding amount of +tax
meney spent in this campaign that became S%I?ﬁf vendetta, remained seccret until
ny FOIA lawsuit was in its £ifth year. Then, after an assortment of FBI lies to
her ove- a period of months did not mislead her, Federal District “ourt Judge June L.
Green compelled it to disclose to me the F3I' records which reflect the unprecedented
effort of & federal aguney, the FBI, to ruwin a preacher it did not like and whose
views vers anathema to ite

an inventory only - and &n entirely incomplete inventory at that - of merely
the listing of the files of the FBI's 59 field offices, runs to 402 pages. 4nd this
is but & ligting of the enormous collection of records of the FBI's spying and other
versecutions of the martyred “ing.

This sidong inventory was contrived by FBI He headquarters to appear to be
complete, but it wasn't. VYontrol being the neme of the FBI's game, it gave the
appearance of comnpleteness while assuring incompleteness by FUEIHQ's directives to
the field offices.

The inst uctions to the field offices, without mention of the FBI's multitudinous
reels of tapes of its spying on King, was intended to order the field offices not
to include them end not a single field office did include gny of them. Not a single
reel vhen in facyfthere wag so many reels of tapes that, according to the sworn
testimony of a former FUI special agent who hnd personal knowledge, in Atlanta
alone 37 v operation yielded so much take the FUI rented monmmesiwk
an a. Mﬁ% s0 lkept the entire thing sescret from those not directly

involved in its efforts to ruin King,



Unly a wieek befors he was assassinatod, the FBI had pulled one of the dirtiest
of itg vicious trick on King. The F3I plants stories and leaks all the time znd then
lies and claims innocence. LI vas able to reconstuct its nmachinery for this through
FOIA litigation and it is beyond question. The particular nastiness of the week
before the essassination followed violence in llemphis, vidlnece from which the
“gmphis police renoved king to a distant hotel for safety. Knowing this, that
neither ing nor anyone in his purty had selscted that white-owned hotel, the F3I
plamted stories that portrayed hin as a coward and as a fourflusher for not staying
at the b&aek—onnodh&gériane. And 14 did this knowing full well, as its own records
state explicitly, Kig had always stayed at the Lorriane, on at least eipght occasiions
to the F3I's kmovledge.

.8 I'BI had other and secret reasons for usserting and keeping control of the
caze, I% had had King under insermitient surveillance as he travelled to llemphis,
yvet he had been assassinated. And much hore sdrious and until now secret, it had
been warned in advance that he wo be ascagginated!

and it had done so little after being told that Xing would be assassinated,
it didn't even warn him or any of his sssociates.

This, too, the FBI kept secret and when I learned about it lied persistently
to Judge Green to withhold those records in thet lawsuite. Through its counsel,
William Cole, of the Justice uapartmant's Civil Division, it stoutly maintained, in
his word, that the entire filé was ubterly irrelevant. Even though the file itself
was titled ag a "threet" ogainst himl

If citizens lie and the lie is naterial and under aoth, that is the felony
of perjury. Whea jepartment of Justice lawyers lie to federal courts, that they
lie is ignored and their excesses are regarded as merely diligent prectise of the

alversary system of Jjustice.

In kygqr";o keep its advence knowledge that ding would be assassinated secred
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even if it were required to search for records rélating to the crime, the ‘emphis
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FBIL, after filing the first records in this existing file, merely established aﬁ
new file and pretended that a1l its records were in this now file.

Yo, the FiEI hod meny reasons Tor lkeeping control of the case.

and it had to allegett a civil-righis conspiracy to assert jurisdicticn which

ciuld give it control.



But it had no evidence of any consdiracy at all. &bsolutcly none.

And in order to obtain avproval for its conspiracy charge it had to have =
provatyoicime this apprival in the jurisdiction in which it filed those chorges.

It lmew very well that it could not get wa:‘;agi‘th that in lemphis, thererore
it did not dare try. This is what it did not trust the United States Attorney over,
not anything at all untrustworthy in his record.

Rey had bought a rifle in Birmingham. tle week before ling was assassinated.
There were soveral withesses to this jpurchase. dnother customer in that store told
the FEL that Ray had said, when he retru retwrmed the smaller caliber rifle back
for a .30-06 Remington Gamemaster pump gun that hé was going to huat deer in
Wisconsin with an wnamed brother. The FBI siezed upon this, the =zmmgks report
that Hay paid he plenned to hunt deer - in Wisconsin - to allege a conspiracy to
agsaseinagte Kingl

Ineredible as this may seem, it is no less incredible that the FBI persisted from
the outset that Ray was a lone assassin ~ that there never was any conspiracy at alll

But it got away with its baseless charge in Brimingham, kept cleer of the
"untrustworthy" United States Attormey in lemphis, and was able to control the case.

Actuslly, it has entsared the case immediately, without aut orization from the
iﬁ:gi‘i;r[ authorization i1; claimed to have but was wnable to produce in my FOI4 a5
suit. The records esteblishing that it did enter 'th-e case imnediately were originally .
filed in that allegedly "ireelav "irrelevant" ilemphis file Coie lied to J udge “reen
to leep out of my hands, the file of xzim of its advance warnming that Dr. King would
bz lcillad uhen he retwned to benphis.

liothing is too Byzantine for the FSI, which is Byzantine in political matters
and vwhen it fears embarrassment. Its first lav is "cover the Bureau's ass." The
sceond, as former svecisl agents have told me, is "coVer your own ass."

Hobvert G. Jensen, special agent in charge of +the MUI's Hemphis filed office,

covered his own sss with several menmos to file T {inally got.



Then for two months of its rost massive manhunt, the FLI never got close to
Rey. TIa feet, it had nothing at #ll1 to do with his capfure. He blundered into
the hands of Scotland Yard in England.

Getting flay back to the Unit.d States to be tried required extradicting hime

This, too, got Bysantine.

The extradiction treaty is explicit, political crines are not extradictable.

The FBI had alleged assassinating ¥xx King was a civil rights conspiracy, a
Political erine, and in this it had the ex poste facto approvel of the Uepariment of
Justice,

Therefore, having esca;nec_l to Enzland, Ray was not extradictable.

But the FOI had to have him and have him stand triel, as did the rest of the
government and the country.

S0, the Yepartment of Justice merely lied to the “risish court, which welcomed
its lying and would have ordered gy extradicted under any circuns$t.nces, treaty or
no treaty, and assured ths Sritish court that Ray's was not in any sense a political
erires

But just to make sure that Hay was extradicted, the Dspariment of Justice
included an additional charge that became still snother violation of the extradiction
treaty. The treaty requires that the man extradicted be tried only on the charge
for which he is extradicteds The Department of Justice added the charge that fay
Was an escapee, an extradictabls charge.

Ue wzs not, howav :ry extradicted on that charge. But if he had been, he could
not legally have been tried for assassinating Dr, Idng!

The London court sccepted the Department's obvious lie that assassinating Dr.
i-'.:n;_," was not a Jolitical crine and Ray was exiradicted.

If all of this vere not complication euough, were not the violent raping of
low and trvaty obligation, it sot even more complicated, mor: of zn sbuse of our

aysten of justice, as it would have been of any systenm ol justice, when o ee?T
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succesaful and wealthy writer, Willian Bradford fuie, of Hartselle, slabamé, contracted
ith Ray's lawyer for the exclusive righ 8 to “ay's story, which he interpreted to
mean @ o confession esclusively to him, and the lauyer contracted to place Huie's
rights above llay's.

This lawyer, &rthur Hanes, Sr., has quitt t e FBL because he found it too
liberel, He was mygyor of Brirdngham, Alsbama, vhen its police chief furned dogs
trained 4o be vicious end firehoses on black demonstrating peacefully. Hanes also
represented racists, like tho Klandumen charged with killing the lichipgan housewife
and mother, lirs. Viola Liuzzo, when she was part of the freedom marches in the south.

So tight was the FoI's control it lmew the content of Ray's communications with
his lawvers Aafter Ray was extradicted to “emphis. It had copies of his lstters to
the {rial judge before they entered the mails. For nine months Ray was not able im
even to urniate or wash in rpivatee Ue vas, es the “epart,ent itself arranged,
urder 24-hour closed-circuit television surveillance, with an accompunying sound

gystem which picked uo ever sound he mude, even whei he slephs

The F.I's control extended even to the investigation, although the charge on
which Ray was to have been tried was a state charge and was to have been in the

local courts. Tnd details of tide are a major part of this booke
Exton spuce, zo back an amplify end document.

& ny honest book on the King assassination necessarily is also a book on the
FiL, an FBI few dmericans know and understand. Wiile this understanding can come
Tron the I'Bl's own records here puvlishad and analyzed for the first tinme, bocuuse
s0 fev encricans have had occasion o know the real FBIL in the self-portraiture of its
oun records, which go few Americans have ever seen and I alone have seen in the form
in which they appear in this book, I begin with i’g:u own political control and

domination of both the investigation and ol what peonle could kmow and believe.



altlough no FBI record I have seen records the precise moment or by whom demphis
S4C Jensen was i.formed that ;E:Lng, had been shot, ha learned only minutes, at most,
afte: it huppened. e imwedietely P phoned F3IHQ. It, in turn, was back to hinm
rapidly.

If the I"I's records are to be trusted, there wes no FOI Si at th: scene of the
orice, despite its receipt of a real threat and despite the responsibilities that
are its because of ths civil rights act.

When Jensen was questioned by the Hemphis prosscutor both were concerned that
details mmamgguenot be on the fecord. Jensen was not asked and he did not testifity
testify to the source of his first knowledge that Ring had been shot. He then
placed the time at 6:05, He also did not testify that FLIHQ had ordered him to
take control of the case. He testified merely that after he informed FBIH) he
sent his own ugents out at 6:30. (Frameup 140)

Indefinite and evasive as it was, Jensen's testinony also was matruthful. I+
is not he vho rsceived the phone call, according to his own contemporaneous cover—

my-ass memo to "FILE 100-4105" but one of = pair of special agents he had engaged

¥ spying on black activities, not law enforcement matters:

(Use in facsimile)

Hote thet the information received by the m Memphis FBI office was only that
RIMEOIUBESENEE "KING had reportedly been shot. Not that he had been ldilled, not
even that there was no doubt about his having been shot. Note also that of all the
FEINQ divisions Jensen could have called, he phoned its domestic intelligence
division, the divisvon that had persecuted and spied on Ling,

Jensen's next cover-my-ass memo to the seme file indicates that he did not
hear from FSTHQ until after he had sent his agents out on the case, at 6:35:

(Usse in facsinile)

Of a1l the FBI officials who might have phoned Jensen, it was Cartha DeLoach,

who wax headed the Ovzwellian~-titled "Crines Records Division" but twho actually was



Hoover's chief propagendist end lobbyist. Delo:ch prosided over the multitudinous
leaxs it inbariably denied leaking. KEEE@MAALK The FEL's campaign against King
under hin wes of unprecedented extent and viciousnesse
Doloach appears to have lied to Jensen in ordering hin to tell the press
"that we are investigating at the specific reguest of the attorney Generall"
There is no such request from Attorney General Ramsey Clark, the FBL was not able
to produce any such requ record vhen a search was made for it in ¢hm ny FOIA sunt,
and when, much later, the FII first heard from anyone in the Justice lepartment
it heard from the Assistent Attorney Ymneral in chmrge of the Civil Rights Division.
And this when it did not know that King was dead or even the extent of his
injurics.
After the FBL reulized it had to hide its forewarning it established a new
main Tile to hide that fact. But before then Jensen,dexigmaimdt before the secretary
typed his memos, mk designated filing in 100-4405. In the FiBl's file classification
system, 100 is a "subversive" file,"*#* Subversive ilztter (individuals); internal
security (organizations); Pomestic Security Investigations." The Fil's attitude is
reflected that a threat to kill King, even after the attempt, was filed under iing

as an alleged subversive.



