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‘The ¥F3I also exerciged control by influsneing what officisls in and out of the

Ji‘ede'ral govermnent knev end would believe, officials at the highest and at the operating
government
lovels. It nisded no attormey generel, no lawyer in any wey involved while Ray was
seeidns o trial, when I was his investigator or when I sued for the ¥iI's withheld
records. Ho fabrication was too extreme for it, no libel too demeaning, and it hed
secrecy to protect it an prevent exposure of its fvicious lies s misrepresentations
and distortions, It had s fine collection before I beceme Ray's investigator,
couing from President Lyndon B, Johnson's reguest of it to inform him of the books
critical of the Warren Commissions It like what it then fabricated so much it then
distributed its character assassinations to the Departnent and to the committees
of both Houses of the Congresse.

But the FBI never did get around to telling LBJ anything at all asbout the books
critical of the Warren Commission and to a degree critical of it. Instead it defamed
ell % e authors - even one who praised it and later accepted its leaks and tirote
in overt praises of it. When it could come up with nothing defumatory of Hdward
Je Lpstein it merely used records relating to a differcnt BEdward J. Epstein - who
had travelled to the Soviet Ulﬁ&n.ﬁgiz me, it imddy said nothing at all about my
writing. tead it blackjacked LBJ, who lmew very well that he could no: vay
any attention to anything tha Hoover might label "red."

Hy wife and I, Hoover wrote LBJ (pick up exact quotes and cite file i)
annually celebrated the Russian revolution with an oubing for 30-35 strangers at
our homes LBJ needed to know no more. 4nd died little dreand .z how the FBI had lied
to hinm and deceived and misled hims

Our home at that tine was a small farm, and indeed most of these who dis gather
there oncea a year were stranger: to us. They were brought to our farm by Rabbi
Jack Irankel, who then looked out for the interests of Jowish military persomnel
in the Washington area. Jack, who is a character in teon Uris' Exodus, was & friend 9 \

v

who, with his ife Vicki, & refugee from Iran and a courier for the Freneh wder— O)P
’

‘
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ground in VWorld War II when she was a Ixsmaidy girl sheltered by nuns iﬁ France,
enjoyed relaxing in the countrye. The Frankels balicved that after the Jewish high
holidays, which are in September and October, not November, the time of the
Ressian revolntion, some of the Jewish nilitary persomnel and particulerly their
little children, might enjoy & day in the cowntry for a picnic, with the ldds
gathering eggs from under the hens, watching baby chick's hateh in incubators and
playing with them, riding on the backs oi tame cattle end playing with other
tane fowl and animals. (Tﬁe University of laryland, having observzd the attractiveness
od what we did, cooied it closer to Washington, under the name, "Hld lcDonsld's Farm,")

WA I sEEEy After nore than 40 uears of fabricating. lying and otherwisé

migleading and misinforming under Hoover, converting this ammual religious gathering
inte a celebration of the Russian revolution did not tax the FBI's imagination at all.
King assassination

Similerly, mhen I filed suit fof tts/records the FBIL wanted to keep secret, it
was no effort at 211 for the FBI to represent me as an anti-Semite, conspiring
ageinst it, no less, to the attorney goeneral and hig assistants, including Zwmm
their lavyers who handled the litigation.

Vhat this proves is that a citizen tries to be o help to the FBI ak risks his
sood name and his future if the FBI sees any possibility for embarrassment to it.

What had actually happened is that on 2 morning my wife end I were visiting
friends in Washington there was a news iten on the radio reporting that the
Department of Justice hed just indicted a number of unnmmed soldier-of-fortune
types uith violation of' the neutrality act in their planned invasion of paiti,
then under the dictatorship that passed to the son of "Papa Doc" Duvalier. I
told my friend that I had interviewed several of these soldiers of fortune in
the recent past, when they vere quite open in discussing their coming dnvasion of
“aiti, and I wondered if they could be the ones charged. Iy firend encouraged me to
speak to the Department of Justice, and, beccuse there had been no confi entiality,

I did and was referred to its Criminal Divisione Thet division's lauyer asked ne ;nn
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if I would await o eallback from him and be willing Lo go see another Departnent

lewyer. la then set up en ofternoon appointuent with the so-called Inter
Security Division. I did s he asked and at 2 o'clock that afternoon ny wife and
L say __lorris, in his office on the floor of the Federal Triang‘le
Building. He was intercsted and asled i he came up "‘onday" if he could have access
t0 my records, including tapes and photographs of these soldier-of-foriune types
in "training" in Pyorida. I agreed.

4s an aftorthought I also told him of what could be embarrassing to the FBI,
what I had just been told by J.B. Stoner, a racist so extreme that he had found the
Ku Klux Klan to be too conservative. Stoner, who was then Ray's lauyer, h:d phoned
ne because I mam had just published Fraome-Up. In the course of the conversation he
told me that the FBI's reports, including on him end £rom its informers on him,
were being leaked %o him by the also racist head o the Alamaba State Police, to
whor the FUI provided information.

4n ISD memo on this, vhich did not in any way suggest any conspiracy between
Stoner and me, a suggestion for which there was never any basis, no metter how
thin, but that is what the FEL imnediately alleged throughout the Department.

What the »ex FBI's r:cords sctually state is thiss (Quote] snd cite)

dnd thus the fact that the FBL, if only indirectly, was tivping off those
Who were directly involved in the violence ageinst backs and vhites helping black
in the civil rights struggle, was lost inside the Department of Justice and its

supposed @ subsidiary, the FEI,

Wedg MBI fabrication, that 1, a Jegw, was conspiring against it with the
anti-Semite Jtoner, was imediately retrieveble from the INI's files when I was
RBay's investigator snd the FOI decided to help the Tennessee State Atforney

General resist Ray's effort to get a triale The last thing the PO want.d was
for a jury to assess o%s alleged evidence that Ray was Iing's lone assassine

I

Inig will becoue obvious when that ulleged evidence is presented in this booke
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The TJnn ssee Stat issistant attorney “eneral assigned to provent any Ray trial
was Henry Haile. Benr Bernerd fensgterwald, Jre, snd his associate Jumes H. Leszr,

both of whon had revresent:d me in FOIA litigation, were Ray's counsel vhen I was
his investigator. lzile told Fensterwald that he wanted to dopose ne, that is,
gueation me under oath but not before a juldge. While I regarded that as improper and
not intended for legitimaote reasons, I decided that instead of oppoéing hi, which
could have wested time and been e:pensive, 1'd agrees When Lesar $old ue that Haile
was going to be at their office, I told him I'd be there at that tine for deposition.
This surprised Haile, anl he begged off, sayins he had %o go to the FBI., I told him
‘I'd wait or I'd come back snother day. He did not accent either mwymmm offer.

Instead, during the days imuediatelt before the evidentiary hearing ue got Ray
in Menphig ia September 1973, Haile kevt saying he wanted to deposée me and I lkept
agreeing, without his ever arranging for ite.

lagnyhile, I lept hearing accounts of Haile red phobia, a phobis of Hitlerian

inclusiveness. In the end his defamatoru excesses, vhen they included o state
Jjudge, led to his firing.

Juat b:fore the Labor Day weekend, when I was standing outside the federal
building in lemphis, with Pensterwald, watching the case records Lesar was :oing to
pick up ina o cab, Haile bustled out.of ths same door. He turned to be without
warning, pointed at me, and shouted, "Tou're the one I'm going to get!"

While this bf baffled me, snd Fen sterwald was obviously shocked that an
lawyer, particularly a state attorney genezazl, would lose himself so completely &nd
in the presence of a wiiness, beczuse I knew of Heile's nuttiness and his sincerity
in his parancia, and because there was no apprent reason Tor his repeated interest
or this outburst, I deeied decided that the fime had come for me to protect myself
from his ing insenitics that were cloalted with the authority of the state.

I the course of my investizations I hid met a young criminal lawyer, Jay Fred

FPreednpn, S0, with ample reapon to belisve that we were under surveillance at the
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Albert Pick liotel, when both sides vere guartered, I phoned Jay I'red from myiroom
phone and asked hin if he would represent me in liemphis if I needed a lauyef;

(Thp Pick was “he notel closest to the courts,locel and federal. Lt enjoyed
considerable business as a result. Even sequestered juri s were quartered there.
Lesor and I both spotted tails, his mail was opened crudely, and my outgoing nail
from the motel was delayed and then bore a different zip code. )

Jay Fred phoned me from the lobby phone, came up, made a cursory ezordnation of
my room, as took me back to the lobby, where his atiractive wife and son were waliting.
lle then ezcused us and led me to the parking lot behind the motel and extending along

ts gide toward the llississippi. lie also was concerned about my room being bugged, so
we spolze in the oven air, I told hinm what had hapnened, and he agreed to represent
me if I faced that need. We then walked toward the front of the building, along the
gidewalls that then turned and led to the main entrance.

ilhen we got to the corner of the motel and turned toward the mzin entrance,
thewe was Mrs, Freedman, veiting, She came up to me on my right side, this
beautiful vouan young enough to be my daughter, with a big smile, put her left arm
around uy waste and whispered" Pui your arm around me and wlek with me." Astounded,

but without questioning her, I did that, She leaned her head on my shoulder and ve
walked toward the mzin ent ance, Jat Fred behind us with the boye

"Iook to the front," she told me, ond I dide

There, frozen with the frisbee the State Attorney General's staff played with
in frons of the motel when they were not worldng, was Haile's ammiz first assistant,

the bluck Imex assistent attorney general °

fmx as soon as L saw hiw I did not

e just stood and gauked, and ok
need to be encouraged to smiles I luughed out loude

He was still stonding there in sstonishment when we entered the motels

Hnile nover spoke of deposipg ne, nover apain threatened me, ond I never had to

have Jay Fred represent nee
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He_'l“:le, in fact, remained s bit uneasy and shoued it. 4t the end of the court
seasion the last dey of the evidentiary hearing the late llartin "Ho" Waldron, a
great reporter with the Hew York Times, invited me to be the huest of the press
covering the hearing for drinks snd dinner. & number of us drank for a spell and
then had just placed several tobles in the restsurant together for dinner when Huile
and his assigtonts onterede It took much pserusding end some ribbing before they
would join use.later Haile and his assistents and I walked back to our motel together,

arguing: the case just endede

But it was not until the T'DT began digelosing copies of itec FDIHQ MURKTH
recor.‘.s- to me that I had a glimmer of the ressons for his animongity. Or that of

had
the judge, who'd never laid eyes on me bufore. FBIHQ/sent some copiss of some of its
records on ne to the “enphis fisld office, with permission to disseminate thenm to
the other side in that litigation. ind when I read that, I recalled Haile's
no record in the FUIHG HUININ £ile referring to Haile's visit there, and th t is the
file in wnich any such record belongse There also is no indication of any records
slioned to Haile on the g QTs But there is an obvious exppanation for Haile's
aninoaity tovar me when fe'd never met me, of his parencic lust to "get" me
when he was off on his campeign of "getting" those he considered to be communists.

That is all Haile needed to get punped up the way that served FiI interests.

Prog iding eny infornation —r miminformation-~ about me to the State of Tenneusee
gerved only one FSI purpose — influencing it, or asserting contfol sgein, ov r what
it belicved about those representing <oy, that we were all "reds."

This was not as ezsy with Fensterwald, so the FUI vrsated rocords, disclosed to
me in that POIA lawsuit, portraying his mother and sister as "reds" bucause they
vacationed in ths USSR, (THe TFensterwalds sre weslthy and not in any sense any
shade of red.) They did not entirely ignore Fensterwald himself, hovever, cbeausc

they had on file records portraying him zs enti-FBI becsuse he had been counsel
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to a Senate committee wgish had dared to expose the Fil's uiretapying and bugzzing.

comuttee's cliz chairman, Senator Bl Long of Hissouri, did not survive the

leaked and inspired stories that defaned hin,
The career of that
The I'll's records also disclose that Fensterwald was survellled by what the
FBI terms its "symbol informants" :nd was, along with enother Washington lawyer,
under electronic surveillasnce throughout the countiy,

Those informers — the FBI detests the word and prefers in "informents,"-
who are productive during a probationery veriod of about six months and who are
approved as offiecial inforners by FUllly mme are lmown as "symbol" informers because
in the rsports prepra prepared by the case ggenta who handle them they are not
identified by name but by an arbitrary coe ideatification, consisting of the
initials of e field office, an o oltrary humber and an initial ﬂ:at represents
the kind of information hgy are engaged to vrovide. "C" is for criminal inf'ormetion,
"B Zor political and "R" for "racial,! lcaning information about blacks and black
organizatjonsg the ¥3I did not like or aPDrOVe.

deveral FBI political informers revorted on Yensterwald. Herely associating
hin with what they usually reported on, like the underground press, stigmatized hind
to those in the FLIL and elsewhere who read those repor ts.

Bxtra space

The Departmen: itself asserted o clearly unconstitutional form of control of
Woich, among others, the P8I was the beneficiary.

Hothing in the disclosed records indicates that as atitorney Generel Ramsey
Clack had even the faintest notion of what vas pulled.

The BUreau of Prisons was offered to %he State of Tennessee and Shelby Lunty
County, in which Hemphis is, as exverts on what was termed "security" arrangements
in the Shelby County jail. VWhen we exercisec court—ordered discovery prior o the

1975 evidentiary heering Lesar and I examined the book on "security" prepared by
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the Burcau.of Prison's expertse It is an anazing document, a thiclk looseleaf
‘
binder of directions that covered very deteil.
Cellblock A was made into a Rey holding tank. Its barred windows giving onto the
thick
street were covered vwith sheet steel. Tjis cout off all outisde lizht and air, and
for all the time that Ray vas in that tank, from iune 1968 until ioreh 1969, he
never once saw the starts starts stars, the moon or the sun, never once breathed
fresh sir. He was under constent, 24~hour aryifical illumination. (The jail logs
shou that he covered his eyes vwith his washeloth to be able to sleep.)

With Ray protected from the outside by battleship steel covering covery opening,
and with him alone in the eatire cellblock deep inside the prison -alone except for
two guards inside the cell at 211 times - to Meep hin secure, that it, protected
from any who might want to harm him, the Washington experts arranged for constant
electronic and microphone surveillance - of the insde inside or the Ray cellblock
onlyl Bvery word uttered, every motion, even those most private, was nonitored and
teped. To "protect" “ay from harm, sllegedly.

Lven getting to the outside of that special Ray tank from inside the jail,

hich meent passing through a number of guarded steel doors, left anyone vho right
have been able 4o get that far facing two additional steel doprs, one lemiing fron
the guarded and barred Jail coryidor snd an additoonal one leading into that celi-
blocks, There was no possibility of eny hamm to “uy, agsuming thet anyone might have
intended lin gorm, of which there was no indication at all, from mnything less then
a bombing that would haove destroyed the entire jail end all those in ite

The electronic surveillances, of the inside of the Ray tank only, served no
"socurity" purposs, They vere surveillances of fday oply. Bxcept for his conferences
with Iig lawyers, the only persons alloued into +the eellblock with hint other than
his guerds wnd & dector from time to tine. The closed-circuit TV cameras and the
nicrovhone served only to spy on day and his defense and were an wiconstotutional

intrusion invo his risht do privacy vhen he conferred with Iis counscl.
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Unprecedented - und mconati'{:u'iozm:l— ag this is, it did not satisfy ";he/lust
for control. The Deportneni's book on_:_;%lccuri‘cy“ also provided that ezch und every
comnwiication between <duy and his lauyers, both ways, would be intercepted by tha
sherif?, vho dould hand-delivor then to the prosszcutor, who iould xerox then before
Shey vere nailed or delivred to fay. The langusge is specific and it was done, ror
we obiained a number of the intercoptions:
Pick u and cite direct quote.
Ihis nege wes prasented to Judge Robert licRae, who re prosided over the lay
evidentiary hearing and he held that “ay's rights vere not intruded upon. In fact,
he held that guilt or innocence wiere irmaterianl in ths cese before lhim, and in
all particularg he was upheld by ths sixth circuit court of enisals in Cincinnatii
znd by the Supreme Vourt, uhich decieed by rofusing to consider the appeal to ite

Hay's first lawyer was arthur Hanes, who had been an EBL agsnt end resigned
becouse under Hocger it wes too "liberel" for his teot taste. Hrnes was worried about
the electronic "sccurdty" errengenents, so worried that he hed Ray lie oa the floor
with hin, Taces away frowo the TV camsrss, Ené; they whispeed, so the micréphone.
aurveillance wowld not pick thelr words upe In time he couplained to tha judge.
The Jjudge overruled him on the electromic surveillisnces but he did order that ray's
commumicatlons with hiag leuyers be exsmined only to the extent nexessary to determine
that they did not include any escape plane. The prosecutor assured the judge thet this
and no more had been lis proctise.

Lut as he well kmew, he had besn xeroming Ray's coruunicationse Mz also had
been giving coviss %o the FBI. Whsn the ‘ emphis FHL offi ¢ reported Judge Dettle's

Hoover's
orler, Hm cover-the-Bureau's ass honchos at IBIl told Lenphis to continue 4o got

3

the prohibited suspying information but not to get cauvsht at it. In form this was

the directive to accept +the f:xformation but not have covies of it on files

Quiys verbabim and cite or use facsimile,



