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F
oote. F

oote finds a certain sym
m

etry in C
arter's 

appearance at the first m
idterm

 convention held 
not only in the South, but in the tow

n w
here D

r. 
K

ing w
as m

urdered. "I w
ouldn't be, surprised if he 

(C
arter) thought of it as a tribute to K

ing." F
oote is 

the historian w
ho show

ed C
arter around the battle-

field of G
ettysburg. 

W
H

A
T

 B
R

O
U

G
H

T
 FO

O
T

E
 to this odd bend in 

'the M
ississippi? "It w

as the big city w
hen I grew

 up 
150 m

iles south of here. C
om

ing here w
as like a 

F
rench boy going to P

aris. D
avid C

ohn once said, 
"T

he D
elta begins in the lobby of the Peabody H

otel 
and runs to C

atfish R
ow

 in V
icksburg.' " 

	

' 	
F

oote's boyhood friend, novelist W
alker P

ercy, 
M

oved about the sam
e distance but in the opposite 

direction —
 to N

ew
 O

rleans. 
F

oote sees changes in the South, especially in 
race relation

s. B
u

t th
ere is a ten

acity of cu
stom

 
u

n
d

er ch
an

ge. "
M

em
p

h
is h

as n
ot got over M

r. 
C

rum
p by a long shot." C

rum
p, the suprem

e city 
boss, w

on praise for the cleanliness and quietude of 
M

em
phis. "H

e built parks. H
e built beautiful librar-

ies, but w
ith no books in them

. H
e built beautiful 

schools, but w
ith no pay for the teachers." 

T
he adopted son of a C

rum
p lieutenant is m

ay 
or of M

em
phis, and som

e find C
rum

p's attitude to 

C
cvrx, 	

iki 

S
O

M
E

 feel a vague oppression 	
g into D

allas. I 
feel it for M

em
phis. T

he first tim
e I flew

 here, I 
w

en
t to th

e L
ew

is F
u

n
eral H

om
e an

d
 w

ith
 tw

o 
oth

er jou
rn

alists, k
ep

t vigil w
h

ile u
n

d
ertak

ers, 
clearly au

d
ib

le on
 th

e oth
er sid

e of a th
in

 p
an

el, 
rebuilt the shot-aw

ay jaw
 of D

r. M
artin L

uther K
ing. 

dr. 
T

h
in

gs h
ave ch

an
ged

: F
or on

e th
in

g, th
e 

D
em

ocratic' P
arty is m

eeting here in the :South 
because a nonracist Southern D

em
ocrat is P

resi-
dent of the U

nited States. T
en years ago, that m

ight 
have 'sounded im

probable. B
ut this is the proper 

p
lace to th

in
k

 ab
ou

t th
e d

istan
ce traveled

. . 
C

arter says he could not have been P
resident 

but for K
ing for the changes K

ing brought about, 
in the South and in the nation. B

ut things that did 
not change m

atter, too. D
r. K

ing m
ade evangelical 

religion acceptable, alm
ost stylish. Just those cir-

cles th
at m

igh
t h

ave d
ism

issed
 C

arter n
ow

 con
-

tained people w
ho had sung in Southern churches 

for th
e cau

se, of civil righ
ts. 

In national politics before the 1960s, a South-
ern accent w

ent norm
ally w

ith racism
. A

fter D
r. 

K
ing, it often w

ent w
ith struggle, if not m

artyrdom
, 

for the dispossesed. 
O

ne of the pleasures of com
ing to M

em
phis is 

to m
eet its m

ost fam
ou

s literary citizen
, S

h
elb

y  

the teachers reflected, in the city's attitude to po-
licem

en and firem
en, w

ho recently w
ent on a long 

strike (m
arked, in the firem

en's case, by arson). It 
w

as the intransigence tow
ard the city's striking 

garbagem
en that brought D

r: K
ing dow

n here to 
his death. 

M
em

ories are long. F
oote tells a story of M

r. 
C

rum
p. "A

 street light w
as put up near the hom

e of 
one of his supporters. T

hat w
as before air-condi-

tioning, and the m
an's pillow

 w
as just high enough 

for th
e ligh

t to h
it h

im
 in

 th
e eye. H

e told
 M

r. 
C

rum
p next day, and that night the light w

as out. 
B

ut afterw
ard he argued w

ith M
r. C

rum
p on a little 

m
atter, and that night the light w

as on.". 

M
E

M
O

R
IE

S O
F D

r. K
ing haunt this city, w

hich 
is otherw

ise a gaudy shrine to E
lvis P

resley. T
he 

grave of C
ivil W

ar hero N
athan F

orrest is here —
 

and F
orrest rode w

ith the K
lan after the w

ar. 
B

ut som
e things change. A

 new
 brick building 

is now
 headquarters of L

ocal 1733 of the A
m

erican 
Federation of State, C

ounty and M
unicipal E

m
ploy. 

ees (A
F

L
-C

IO
), the union that represents the gar-

' bagem
en. It is another in the endless little m

onu-
m

ents to K
ing's long journey tow

ard justice, not yet 
ended. A

nd no city that has a Shelby F
oote in it 

lacks reason for pride. 


