6/17/75

Mr. JBBIBS J. K.i.lpatrick
White Walnut Hill
Woodville, Va, Va, 22749

Dear Mr. Kilpatiiclk,
In response to your kiad l:otter of the 1Mth T owe you no less than = cantiong

Do not let your hrethren, liberal and conservative alike, aver knou that
you found me “eivil, temverate and perauasive," They would surely have you
conmitted!

. There really is no controversy cver tha facts. Only those who have nof taken tha .
eunormous amount of time decent inquiry inte the investigzation of the JFK assassi-
nation requires or are partisans can belleve there really is legitimate disagree= -

* - ment over the baglc facts. . . i i TN |

Normally, unless there is a personal attack on me, 1 do not write cojumnists,
Your ¢olumn was different in one respoct and typioal in another. Your sincerity
was apparent, the difference. But you were and remgin the eaptive of quotable
offielaldom, The tragedy i that without investing time you probebly can't find time
for there is no way for you to escape this captivity except by silence,

And of what use is & press that is silent on daportant lssues?

If you had any way of imowing the field in which I vork you'd never have
desoribed the others who ars known as my “hiddty-tolty friends."” "Hoity=tolty"
is an unjustiried kindness to 4hem and they are anything but my frienda, I am,
in fact, alone in trying to take & middle pocition, This means that both sldes
oppose me with vigor. My "friends" are my enemiec,

Tou are wnique in writing,"I'm delighted to learn of your efforts to get at
the undisclosed records, an applaud your persistence.” I appreciate 1%, but my
point is not thanks. Here I am, & man without means, and without evem a single
story appearing I have filed five FCIA euits. Une 48 the first of four olted in
the debates that led to the amending of the law, g fine law, which had bean res
written in the courts by errant officisldom. Without complete silence by tic
press this would not have been possible. Bacause of this silence 1t 1s right now
being dons zgain,

Official perjary is gomugnplace. Two woeks agv voday, sot for the firsh time,
I charged and proved it wder ocath, in court. Itmminsmmmrtm—.Mulmg
as 1t does of ficials are encouraged to corruption and the freedom of information so
essential to s genuinely free society is endangered,

I regard the Warren Commission exegutive session transordpts on which I have
ended more than 11 years of improper secrecy as some of the more sordid of official
documents, a classic example of how aven the eminent work when they expect asgrecy
: in perpetulty. It took six weeks to glve the last one away. While it was front-page
b news throughout the country, no Washington or New York paper made any mention,

,

- There is & "controveryy" bucause of them, wostly the liveral najor media. - 1



:
i

RPN

One columnist, with a past that pinches today, completely misrepresented
the substance of the accurate AP story abd the transcript ffself. This is all
the presa most members of the leglslature see carried.

He has not seen fit to respond %o what I wrote him,

I do not lament my lot, although others might be unwilling to live as what
Idonquimaofm.Iregarditasnomrathananafforttomettteobu@ﬁons
of a writer and citizen.

However, I do regard it as a sad day for the country when the ohligation is
accepbedlvmmteronly.h:dnsacmentarymthaatataofthepmsa today.

If you ever look into this further, my offer of help was genuine,

Besides, I have no real choice. I can't pay for publishing what I am bring-
ing out of undeserved oblivion, Thus when it took from 1967 until this year to
obtain it I gave the Commission's 1/22/64 executive session away. I'm dojng the
same with the tests for which I'm suing now. Although the govermment is being

~ dishonest and continues to withhold, swearing falsely to be able to continue to
" suppress, 1 have obtained enough to make clear that the investigation was faked.

Believe it or not, I have not succeeded in giving this evidence, including

- pletures of the fakery, away to a single paper or wire service. My efforts to

gutwhatIhamtookmhthe&:mnaConrtm.Inthﬁcmmaofthiaa;lndpﬁ
actually held that I should be forever forfended from continuing my investigation,
Romﬂmafthiaappnndwplaeoamptinhisdeciaim.Butifyonknwot
any paper that would be interested in having this material, please refer it.

This letter requires no answer. I hold to an ancient belief that representa~
tive society can function only when the people are informed. If this demands that
I write you at 5 a.m. in order to do other work later, I welcome the chance to meet
the demand. I owe the effort, as I see it. I try to inform you so that when you
again decide to write on this subject you ecan have a better idea of what the
facts are and where to turn for non-official informatiom,

‘Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg




JAMES JACKSON KILPATRICK
WHITE WALNUT HILL
WOODVILLE, VIRGINIA 22749

(ro2) oa7-8280

11 June 1975.

Dear lir. Weisberg:

Let me thank you for a civil, temperate, and per-
suasive letter. Most of your colleagues are so obsessed
with this affair that they have taken leave of ordinary
courtesy in argumentation,

I hope to write about this controversy as a reason-
ably informed observer, generally famillar with the Warren
Report and with the many objections that have been raised to
it, but I have no intention of making this a life work on my
part, I'm delighted to learn of your efforts to get at the
undisclosed records, aid applaud your persistence, My own
mind is wholly open, and if it is not closed by the arrogance
of some of your hoity-toity friends, I will be happy to fol-
low developments as they come along, '

Sincerely,
g -

J. Kilpatrick,

Mr. Harold Weisberg,

Cog d'Or Press,

Route 8,

Frederick, Maryland 21701.




