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By HARRY scnwamz

Will Nikita Khrushchev's ghost .  —=Scientists, writérs, teachers and the .
. heunt the Kremlin in the years ahead? . like—that the most positive re-evalua-
‘The present Soviet rulers appearto | 'tionothrushchevhastakmplacu
.. thése past several years. . ..

most . likely explanation for the| . \4Whllehended.theseelitegmups
‘ ! " “'tended to view Khrushchev as a crude, |

. uneducated ‘and :unpredictable ‘boor. |
*‘They were grateful to him for cracking ' !

'~ the Stalin myth, for releasing millions |
.. from the slave labor camps, : for. Tift- |
““ing"the Iron Curtain," and: for: greatly |
- " 'widening the aréa of free speech and
~free press, ‘notably by permitting the. "
tion of Aleksiandr Sofzlienitsyr’s .

'htvior-notably his) v
‘ing’ his:ahoe’ at‘the;United Naﬁons

T denounce publicly 'some of the Soviet *
Union's most eminent intellectuals.
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to demonstrate that many of .
for.which he was blamed have
beén incurable for his successors.
With President Nixon scheduled soon
to visit Peking, there can no longer
be Soviet citizens who believe it was
merely Khrushchev’s tactlessness that
pmduced Moscow-Peking enmity.
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soclety. .

unexpwned dehy in ‘putting

the new: Ninth Five Year Plan before

the' Soviet legislature is only one of

. the straws pointing toward oontmu-'
"ing. economic difficulties.

But it is among Soviet_ mtellectuals

obscure disgrnee were long

era, however, have taught many Soviet

liberals that the- alternaﬂ
chev was much worse. The Bmhnev

" “leadership has put writers and other -
 dissidents into jail or insane asylums; .

_Khrushchey .relied  on verbal chastise-

" ment,. The censorship in. the Soviet'

Unloutodayisfartlghterthanitwas
‘during most .of the:

Khrushchev - era.
/1t is nowevident -that. Khrushchev’s :
* removal ‘wes ‘a partial wunter:evoln-

(hegoodoldda :
"Thus the’ possibility arises thnt ln

_death Khrushchev may ' become’ the .
symbol .of . Soviet  liberalism - just -as .

the dead :Stalin. has long "been the

_symbol of Soviet‘ »reacﬁon and oh-

: 'l'heremaybegreatpdtical!m-
portance, ' therefore, in-the fact that
this morning’s Pravda , front - page
finally. announces “with- ‘sorrow” that -
Khrushchev is _dead, gnd: reminds the '
Soviet people "officially . that “he was
‘once head of both the- Sdviet- Com-
mumst party and the Soviet:state. -
“'This is already a limited and partial

’ rehabilltatlon, ending his status as an
" unperson and’ assuring he will not be
.an .uncorpse. It is the ﬁrst _small’




'victory!orthoeewnowomnnhto,

fseethebeetpartotthexhrushchev
'heﬂhgeustoredmdextendedwithln
the Soyiet ‘Union, "'

- The Khrushchev legacy is also Hkely

tobea'factormfumreintemaﬂoml.

. Communist . politics, .This.

potenﬁp,lity‘
‘was tmplicit in’the’ wann\tribute the
ItelhnCommuniatpextypeidtoKhm :
‘shchev yesterday. That tribute réflect-

edt.hefacttha.tkhruahchevwnthe

most‘llberai and ﬂexible Soviet leadu"

tha,ted'gnlﬂmntmeuureofaqtonomy' |

wuglventhehsﬁetnszuropeeneoun-
*»trlec. ‘thus_ openping the way for the :
“eonsiderable degree of Independence
wonth!sputdeeadebykumanh

‘The .passing of Khrushchiev: cmltes

- 8’ very different altuption from' that

“'which . evolved - dfter ' the - murder. of
Iﬁon'rmtskyNoorthodexCommu-

*ﬂiﬂmm noteventheChinese,

vall: Tre 5 ¢
ﬂongmwmxtsidethereguhrcom

‘munist ‘world.’

" permissible ‘Communiit n..,‘!!e‘

knotconﬂderedaneuunyetm:x
iaml.enindsm merelynbunglerwhn
- 7.3

’medoorisﬂ)ereforeopenforoﬂxers
in the years ahead to use his ideas,
his. points of view:and his prestige to
help move the Communist world, in-
cluding the Soviet Uniod, toward:a
more: democratic and‘ more humane
form- of lodnlism than that -which
now eﬂm. '.

Harry!chwartzisumberoftm
editorialboardofﬂu!‘itm )

S e T




