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Khrushchev Dies

Russians
Not Told
Of Death

4-12°1

By Robert G. Kaiser |
Washington Post Forsign Service
MOSCOW, Sept. 11 —
Nikita S. Khrushchev, the
former premier of the So-
viet Union, died in a Mos-
cow hospital this morning
after a massive heart attack.
He was 77.
Khrushchev was the leader
of the Soviet Union and the
guiding hand of the world
Communist movement for six
years, after succeeding Nikolai
‘A. Bulganin as premier in
1858,
, Khrushchev was an e€rratic
and, at times, jarringly out-

spoken leader whose tenure.

was marked by uneven eco-
nomic progress in the Soviet
Union, agricultural problems
and dramatic de-Stalinization.

Theé Khrushchey years were
the years of Berlin crises, the
Spirit of Camp David, the U-2
incident and its aftermath, sad
the Cuban missile crisls.

The new Soviet leaders, who
deposed the flamboyant ang
unpredictable Khrushchev in
1964, witheld the news of his
death from the Soviet public
tonight. This official silence
was in keeping with the status
of “unperson” they chose for
Khrushchev after depriving

im of the leadership of the

oviet government and Com-
munist Party.

But government  officiars

rivately confirmed the news

f Khrushchev’s death, which |

as first revealed in a dis-
atch by Victor Louis, Mos
ow correspondent  of The
ondon Evening News, Louis,

Soviet citizen, is widely
hought to be an employe of

After Heart Attack

.

fovis -_?1'5 United Press International
Khrushchev at a dramatic moment at the United Natlons in 1060.




e K\ib; Or: secret police.
A friend of the K.hrushchev
family sald tonight that the
former first secretary . ana
premier would be buried Mon-
day In Moscow's Novodyevichy
(“new maldens”) Cemetery,
not. far from the Kremlin,

See MOSCOW, AlB, Col. 3
Obituary, Pages A20-21. L

 MOSCOW, From Al
Symbolically, . however, ‘such
a burial would be far indeed
,from the most honored graves
in the Kremlin wall.

Navodyevlehy Cemetery is

part of an anclent monastery
which “adjoins 'the Kremlin,'
and it has long been the final
resting place of illustrious
Russians. Gogol, Tolstoy,
Chekhov, Prokoviev and Josef
Stalin's first wife are all hur
ied there.
 ‘This company may be dis-
tinguil;::ned% llmt the rotund ntig
excitable man from
Ukraine would ' undoubtedly
have liked better treatment.
He was immensely proud of
His long Communist career,

i Krushchev became a  Bol-
shevik in 1918 ‘and his first im-
portant party job seven years
after joining. By 1935 was ap-

, pointed first secretary of the
Moscow Communist Party, and
in 1939 he was admitted to

_Stalin’s Polithuro. He played
an active role in the war and
'paruclxnted in the battle of

Stalingrad.

After nerving as past-war
boss of the Ukraine, Krush-

chev came to Moscow in 1849 ~

and soon became Stalin’s ag-
ricultural chief. When the dic-
tator died, Khruschey was
ranked fourth in the hierarchy.
But by 1958, when he ousted
and succeeded Bulganin,
Khruschev was clearly num-
ber one. He stayed at the top
until 1964.

Khrushchey had been suf-
fering from heart disease for
some time, and was hospital-
ized twice last year. Unoffi-
cial informants said today
that he fell #ll again several
days ago and was taken to
a hospital for Krem.)ln oﬂldala.

These informan )
wife of 48
trovna, was by hig when

he died
Khrnshnhev was last _seen in

public last June 13, when he
and Mrs. Khruahchev voted in
Moscow in elections for the
Supreme Soviet. He sald then

he felt fine.
Such

were virtually the sum total
of Khrushchev’s public life

scant appearances

since his fall from power. Had niscences.

it not been for the dramatic

publication of memoirs attrib-
Khrush-
chev might well have died in
the obscurity of his successors
apparently prescribed for him,

Those memoirs, published
under the title “Khrushchev
" put him back in
the public limelight in which
he had once loved to bask.|the utmost scrutiny.
a formal
denial that the memoirs were
genuine, and his wife also
denied their authenticity, The
: attacked
the book as a fraud and a con-

uted to him last fall,

Remem

Khrushchev issued

et government

coction of the CIA.

— wam——
old, impatient and too talka-
tive, the Political Diary gouted
Mikoayan as saying. He made
hasty and wrong decislons,
and then blamed others when
they went wrong. Finally, a
meeting of the Central Com-

‘mittee was called and “people

spoke (against Khrushchev) in
a businesslike way, without
abuse,” and then he was de-
posed, Mikoyan allegedly
said. ; :

An - official party history
published in November, 1870,
also discussed that Central
Committe meeting. According
to this official document, the
meeting recalled Lenin’s die-
tim that the party “abhors

Many Western experts be-

Khrushchev’s name

Was| 1964
barely mentioned in recent|served credit for many ach-
years. Indeed, many histories|ieyements, but he nlni; ‘had
and commentaries have been|ts he replaced.

awkwardly altered merely to
avold the use of his name. One
clearly anti-Khrushchev novel
was published in the conserva-'
lieve that the memoirs are at{tive journal “October” this
least partially genuine, though
academic debate about them|name,
continues. Unofficial sources
in Moscow who claimed to|myan, an old Khrushchev
know the facts of the matter|(army colleague,
said the memoirs were based

year, but without using his
Conversely, the mem-

largely 6n tape recordings of)siderable iaraine for the for-
K.hrnshchev's dlctated remi-{mer leader.

A revealing statement of

Foreign observers in Mos-|the current leadership’s view
cow are,walting with great ln; of Khrushchev came, alleged-
terest to see how the curren from Anistas A. Miko,
leadership copes with Khursh- i s
chev's death. p.
which he is to be. buried, the Pelitburo. -In a small under-
people who attend the funeral, [ground - publication -
the size a&d content of t&e;
ticles (if there are any) istence was revealed in the
Soviet press—all will undergo|West only last month, Miko-

the elder statesman of the

called
“Political Diary,” whose ex-

yvan is quoted as saying in
that Khrushchey de-

Khrushchey grew sclerotle,

hairbrained schemes, hasly
conclusions, decisions remote
from reality . . .” By implica-
tion, Khrushchey was guilty
of all these.

Strong Impression

Nevertheless, Khrushchev
was allowed to retain some of
the comforts and trappings of
prominence in Soviet society,
including a dacha 25 miles
west of Moscow.

It is difficult for an out-
sider to judge Khrushchev's
‘standing in the minds of So-
viet citiens, but there is no
doubt that he made a strong

impression on_ his people.
Younger Russians seem

o' T Do . B ‘M‘
qulcker to cundemn his as an

bumbler who made too many.
mistakes. Their elders, who
knew Stalinism and knew how
Khrushchey did away with its
most terrifying aspects, seem’
to have more mixed !eelmga.
Some intellectuals and artists
remember him approvingly as
a leader who allowed them
some freedo!

Many - Eussians seem to' ieel
that Khrushchev was too un
predictable and self-centered,,
A group of engineers in Si-
beria discussing Khrushchev
and President John F. Ken-.
nedy last month had little
good to say for their own
former leader.




Harrlman,
~Cyrus Eaton.
Pay Tribute

Two prominent  Americans
who knew the late Nikita 8.
Khrushchev when he was pre-
mier of the Soviet Union de-
seribed him today as a prag-
matic leader with whom the
United States could deal.

ustrialist

in
. the Kremlin in 1958, said, “I

found he was not a fanatic on
political and ideological mat-
ters, But took a practical ap-
proach.

~ “He was trylug for under-
standing with the United
States and was content that
we should pursue our own eco-
nomical and political systems
while his eountry follnwed ita
own ideas.”

W. Averell Harriman, for-
mer U.S. ambassador to Mos-
cow, said the late Soviet
leader was "w!mn‘g to compete
with the U.S. in world domin-

ation but ready to back down
4 “tp avoid a nuclear war.” |

Referring to the Cuban mis-
.sile crisis of 1982, in which
President John F. Kennedy
forced Moscoy, to remove its
missile ' installation from the
island, Harriman said:

"Khruahchev saw the deter-

Ml;;m "down e#:g‘dy_,_

will never'get a complete de-
tente with Russia, but with
,Khrushchev, you could get
agreement on certain things.”
Harriman recalled that
Khrushchey ‘had a sense of
humor “that made you like
him. He was. sasier to get
along with than Josef Stalin,”
At a party at his home In
1963, Harriman said, Khrush-
chev asked him if he had a
great-grandson, as Khrushchev
did. When Harriman replied
that he hadn't, Khrushchey
; said, “That proves that the
Qommunist society is more

| productive than the capitalist

society, because you're older
than I am.”

Both Harriman and Eaton
sent theilr condolences to
Khrushehev's widow, but both
: said they would not attend the
! funeral. -
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Former Snﬂet Premler leita Khrushchey reading a
newspaper shortly after he was deposed in 1964,

By Chalmers M. Roberts

On the evening of Sept.
18, 1859, I went up to the
head table to ask Nikita
Ehrushechey for his auto-
graph. It was the Los Ange-

.les, World Affairs Council
_ dinner for the Soviet pre-

mier, and his ambassador,

“Smiling Mike” Menshikov,

did the interpreting,
Nikita Sergeovich turned

‘over the dinner ticket I had

proffered for his signature:
“It's not a blank check,” I
said, “you don't have to
worry.” Quick as ever be re-
plied: “I'm not worrying; I
have nothing; I'm a poor
man.” He scrawled his signa-
ture on the back of the late
ticket.

A few minutes later

' Ehrushchev's mercurial na-

ture produced a quite differ-
ent result. Los Angeles
mayor Norris Poulson stood
ap to publicly chide Khrus-
chev for his earlier state-
ment that “we will bury
FD'I.I.”

Enraged Reaction
Khrushchev reacted with

. rage. He already had ex-

plained that remark, he
said, and it referred to eco-
nomic competition, not to a
military strike, “I am deeply
concerned over these con-
sclous distortions of my
thoughts,” he shouted at the
stunned - audience. “I've
never mentioned any rock-

< ets”

“Let’s not try to bury one
another,” Khrushchey de-
clared. We are the two most
powerful nations and “the
consequences of a play on
words can be too sad for our
peoples. “Our rockets are on
the assembly line” but “I
have come with serlous in-
tentions and you try to re-

duce the matter to simply a

The Rages and

joke And: "I:I! you want to
compete in a cold war, go
ahead but think what it

means wit.h ~modern weap-
ons.”

Khrushchey worked him.
self into a fury. It had taken
him 12 hours to fly to Amer-
ica," he said, but it would
take “even less” to return.
He turned on Poulson,
shouting again: “I trust that
even the mayor reads the
press, In' my country the
chairman of the City Coun-
cil reads the press or he
isn't elected the next time
he runs. If you want to in-
sist on this cold war line,
then there c¢an. be no
thought of disarmament.” . '

The dinner ended in' a
shambles, Ambassador Llew-
ellyn. E. Thompson, back

~from Moscow. for Khrush- |

chev’s American tour,
thought he might very well
‘head foir home the next day.
Khrushchev already was out
of sorts over the refusal of
the Americans to let him
visit Disneyland.

Back to 0ld Self

Next morning Khrushchev
was glowering as we
boarded the special train for
San Francisco. But the
friendly crowd at Santa Bar-
bara warmed him up. Dur-
ing an incredible roving
press conference he held as
he  “walked through the
jammed press cars, Khrush-
chev was back to his old
self.

“The people are wonder-
ful,” he'told us. “The people
want peace. There must be
peace in the whole world.”
After the ¢rowd at the San

| Louis Obispo stop he was on

top again but still needling
about Disneyland: “I'm espe-

. clally glad that the house ar-
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rest I was placed under has
been lifted and they al-

lowed me to approach the

people and to look them in
the eye.”

“I'm a political leader,” he -

said. “My strength is my tie
with the people. To lose the
tie is to lose all influence.”
A most extraordinary po-
litical leader, he was, in-
deed, one of the most amaz-
ing and unusual of this tur-
bulent ecentury. He had been
invited to America by Presi-
dent Eisenhower as a way
out of an impasse over Ber-

‘ lin and he was all eyes and

i ‘ears to see and known about
'this epitome of capitalism
‘and imperialism, Nikita

Khnrushchey was a Commu- |

‘'nist by faith, as ardent as
any rel.ighnist has ever
heen.

Nueclear Changes

But it was Khrushchev
who was the first Soviet

leader to sense that nuclear,

weapons had ' changed the

ways of international poli-

tics and to act upon it. He
found a similar sense in Ei.
|senhower and together, de-
/spite the almost immeasure-
able gulf that separated
them, they began to take the
! first steps until Francis
Gary Power’s U-2 was shot
down over the Soviet Union.
In 1960 at Parls, after the
U-2, he raged and he did so
again that fall with his
shoe-pounding at the United
Nations. It was a rage in-
duced no doubt by the fact

that the U-2 incident had

gravely impaired his power
as he subsequently was to
tell an American visitor.

No one who was there will
ever forget the grim looks
on the faces of Premier

= .mw 1,:0—. 4‘...1 ain

Khrushchev and Preeldent
Kennedy as they came out
of their last meeting in Vi-
enna in 1861, Khrushchey
had judged Kennedy a patsy
for his debacle at the Bay of
Plgs, a judgement that
I am sure had much to do
with his emplacement of

missiles in Cuba in 1962. Yet

the two leaders managed fo
step back from the brink of
disaster in time to save us

all.
Khrushchev was, as we all

. wrote, beady-eyed. He was a

master of theatrics, turning
rage .or laughter .or charm
on or off at will and always
to a purpose. He was a Rus-
sian peasant, a Communist
anbartchik. 2 fotalitariap.
He never forgot his' past or
Russia’s past.

Skouras Debate

In Los Angeles that day
before the dinner he in-
dulged in an amazing verbal
match with another poor-
boy-made-good, film manate
Spyros Skouras. They kept
interrupting each other,
shouting out fragments of
their life histories to prove
that a man could make it
better under one systam
than the other.

Skouras, an immigrant
from Greece, told how he
had gone to work at 12.

Khrushchev shouted back '

that “until the age of 12 1
worked as a shepherd fora
capitalist.”

Then he “worked at a fac-

tory for a German,” “in a .

French-owned mine” and “at
a Belgian-owned chemieal

. factory,” Then he topped
' Skouras for good:

am the Prime Minister for
the Great Soviet Statel”
The American visit of Ni-

kita Kh‘ruahchev was one of

the most profoundly impor-
tant trips ever taken by a
“leading statesman. Khrush-
chev would never admit it
but the sight of America
[ altered his view of this

counu-y and its power a.nd :

potenﬂal
'Still, he could never be:
lieve that Americans also
had will and so he took us
- to the brink over Cuba, not
to mention his Berlin ulti-
matum, to test it.

The sad fact today is that

Khrushchev’s sucesesor in
power, Leonid Brezhnev,
has.  never been to the
United’' = States nor have
many of his compatriots at
the top of power with the’
_mzjor exceptinp of Premler
" Alexel Kosygin,
Arms Race Danger
Khrushchev once said that
"the continuing unprece-
dented arms race” presents
‘“serious danger that even a
' small blunder on the part of
the statesmen of this or that
| country might trigger off a
| new war.” So great a truth;

“And I ! "

[a upon.
Perhaps the gray men
who followed him to power

in the Kremlini have done

better in acting upon the
. truth. Part of Khrushchev's
row with Mao Tse-tung was
over the meaning of that
truth.

'Somehow, looking back,

one must give this peasant -

from the Ukraine an im-

.. mense amount; of credit,

" both for his own success de-
spite the bodies he crawled
over on the way to the top
and for hbringing the Soviet
Union: to a realization that
in the nuclear age weapons
of total destruction are ideo-
logleally blind.

Fopen el

so hard for statesmen to act '

rms of Nikita Khrushchev_




s | United Press International
At right, with Bulganin, Zhdanov, Stalin and Voreshiloy in 1938, .. -

Associated Press

Soviet leaders line up in 1936 on the 18th anniversary of Chubar, Andreyev, Rudzutak, Molotov, Stalin, Kaganovich
the Russian Revolution from left: Mezhlauk, Khrushchev, and EKalinin. Stalin then ruled the Soviet Unltm

sl

United Preas Internatlonal

Soviet leaders line up during a May Day celebration in ~ Malenkov, Molotoy and Mikoyan. Khrushchey, still second
1957: from left, Zhukov, Ehrushchev, Bulganin, Kaganovich, from left 21 years later, was approaching the top power.
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Assoclated Press

At right,with Ukrainian IBolsheviks during demonstration in 1941,

d United Prasa In't-ln!ltlnnll
With Gen, Vatutin shortly after victory at Stalingrad in 1943,

United Press International
With Malenkov in 1954, a principal rival after Stalin’s death.
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With cosmonauts Andrian Nikolayev, Pavel Popovich and Yuri Gagarin in 1961,
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and puts his shoe on his desk at the UN in 1360,
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By Stephen S. Rosenfeld

. Washington Post Porelsn Servics
Born the son of 2 poor peasant in a
backward land, Nikita Sergeyevich

Khrishchev became the leader of one |

of the two greatest nations in the
world. But he died in official dishonor
and personal obscurity, the victim of a
coup in October, 1964,

In his decade of Kremlin steward-
ghip, he nursed the Soviet Union to-
ward ‘effective nuclear equality with
the United States and set out to fit So-
viet policy to the new Soviet power.
Through a series of numbing crises in
Berlin and Cuba, his moves and the
American responses produced an un-
easy but real conviction that no dis-
pute between Russia and America
could justify war,

An even more historic achlevement
to his own people, perhaps, was that he
took terror out of their daily lives,

~ deadliest features of Stalinism, he

transformed the basis of Communist
rule and the quality of life in the So-
viet union.

His formal power, often belied by
his gnomish appearance and peasant
earthiness, lay in being chief executive
officer of both the ruling Communist
Party and the government machine—
First Secretary and Premier. Hig real
Power lay in his ambition, daring and
immense personal resourcefulness, in
his gourmet’s taste for the Byzantine
convolutions of Soviet politics, and in
his determination not enly to-possess
power but to use it actively—even ac-
robatically—to serve Soviet or Commu-
nist goals,

A loyal and able functionary in Sta-

- lin’s political apparatus, he reached

the heights of the party Politbure in
1938, Stalin's death in 1953 found him
among the “ecollective leadership” that

" succeeded to power, Courage, skill and

fortune made him “first among
equals” he soon shed the “equals.”

Thereafter nibbling incursions lnto
his primacy were made but he shifted
and fended them off—until October,
1964. A group of subordinates, each
with his separate grievances and seem.
ingly united by a view of Khrushchev’s
personality as abrasive and erratic,
ousted him.

He had sought to bring the Soviet
government into a detente with the So-
viet people, and the Soviet state into a
detente with its erstwhile satellites in
Eastern Europe and with the West—

Through his assault on Stalin and the

el S

Khrushchev’s Life

even at the risk or “irosing” Communist
China from the socialist common-
wealth. He. was immersed in these pol-
icy streams when his public life closed.

The man who undertook these
world-wrenching tasks was born on
April 17, 1894, in Kalinovka, a south
Ukranian village which recelved pride-
ful faver from Khrushchev when he
became ruler of his land.

His family was in that uprooted con-

- dition midway between fraditional life

on the soil and Czarist Russia's new in-
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dustry, that made many Russians re-’




sponsive to the certainties promised by

Marxist ideclogy.  Hp A et

Thus young Nikita tended animals in
the summer and, at age 15, joined his

father in the Donetsicoal basin where -

he worked in a mine and as a factory
fitter. These jobs gave him the prole-

tarian experlence he'required for Com- -

munist belief, credentials as a strike

organizer and a lifelong ‘supply of an--

ecdotes. SR e s
He did nothing of note inthe’
slan Revolution of 1817. But, appar-
ently swept up by the tide, he joined
the Communist Party the next year.

His debater's skills were quickly rec-’

ognized; he was sent to conduct propa-
ganda among the Reds who fought
against anti-Bolshevik Russians and
foreign  interventionists  (including

Americans) in Russia’s Civil War of

1918-20.

Then he became assistant manager
of a mine in the Donbas region of the
Ukraine, Here he was tapped by the
Party for training at the Donets Indus-
trial Institute, apparently his first
formal education. -

His growing but still local reputation
in the combined ; political-2conomic
work of a Party apparatchik—member
of the apparatus—led him to the Par-
ty's Industrial Academy in Moscow in
1929, He now was 35. .

He became the protege of Lazar M.
Kaganovich, the Moscow Party chief-
tain whom he was later to displace.

For helping Kaganovich build the Mos- |

cow ‘subway, he -won an Order of
Lenin, the first of four.

“He rédthed ihe “Centigi Committes 1

in 1934, Stalin's favor, and the placea
opened up by Stalin's purges, brought
him the leadership of the Ukrainian
Communlst Party In 1838, alternate
membership of the top national policy-
making Politburo" in 1938 and full
Politburo mempership in 1839,

Rus-

' 'The Ukraine in' that period put up

tremendous resistance to Stalin's poli-
cles, Millions died. Khrushchev's'lands
were bloodied. His ess adnfinistra-
tion and his identifieation with Stalin
became his chief political embarrass-
ment after Stalin's death. : :

During World War II he was a politi-
cal general, a commissar., He was at
the decisive battle of Stalingrad, After
the war he stayed at the helm of the
Ukraine’s Communist Party until 1949,
when he became a secretary of the
Party's Moscow regional organization.

For Stalin’s T0th birthday in 1949,
Khrushchey expressed “the most pro-
found feelings of love and devotion.”
Qutside Russia, he was virtually un-
known.

At. Stalin's death, he later sald, he
wept “real tears.” Then he plunged
into the succession struggle. At each
juncture he surefootedly combined
with the majority against the exposed
minority, switching policy positions
and loyalties with unerring instinct

and ealculation.

Within six months, Khrushchev as
First Secretary had charge of the |

Party machine; he made it his own. By

1955 he had maneuvered Premier:

Georgi Malenkov out of the premier-
ship and installed Nikolai A. Bulganin,

The climactic challenge of the “anti-
Party group” came in 1957. A Presid-
jum majority “outvoted” Khrushchev.
With Marshal Georgi K. Zhukov’s help,
he collected the larger and heretofore
unused Central Committee, packed
with his own men. He won, thereby
disgracing his erstwhile patron Ka-
ganovich, former Premier Malenkov

and former Forelgn Minister Vyaches- |

lav M. Molotov.
A few months later he took advan-
tage of Zhukov's absence from the

I ecountry to remove him from the posts
with which he had rewarded him-for -
his earlier .help. In 1958, he took aver ,

Bulganin's job as Premier, -

Khrushchev was now alone at the’
summit of Soviet power, all' the more -
in political control through his com-.
bined forfeit and loss of Stalin’s perva-

isive weapon of terror. Khrushchev

Had, in fact, altered the basis of Soviet

rule, restoring the Communist Party fo..
the command-post spot pre-empted by
Stalin’s police and setting up a dy-

pamic balance of different interest
groups (industry, military, consumers, ..
etc.) as the gyroscope of the Soviet sys- |

tem. i

Even before he had maneuvered to
power and emerged to international
view, he set about the reform of Rus-
_sia. His great insight was that the land

of Stalin had been squeezed and ter- |

rorized virtually to the point of ex-
haustion. ! ; i AP

In 1954 he moved to break the Soviet
agricultural bottleneck and to concili-
ate the alienated peasantry by various
financial and ‘administrative conces-
sions and by daring to sow to grain the
vast “virgin land” areas in Soviet cen-
tral Asia where drought and wind

were known threats.
- But his great stroke of domestic

recoheiliation was de-Stalinization.
Khrushchev undertook to smash the
legend of Stalin and thereby to purge
Soviet life of Stalin’s ominous legacy
of terror and fear. §

The decisive blow was the “secret
speech” of 1956, The American Central
Intelligence Agency acquired all but
its foreign-policy section and soon the
whole world saw Khrushchey's picture
of Stalin as a bloodthirsty, vain tyrant
who had .distorted and abused the
Communist Party in his charge.

Stalin’s heirs had already dismantled
much of the secret-police machine, and
hundreds of thousands of wrongly
sentericed Soviets had already been
quietly released from Siberian forced-
labor camps. r

This development, in fact, had been
responsible for “the thaw,” a relaxa-
tion of controls which took its name
from a book by weathervane writer
Ilya Ehrenburg. porhal

But the “secret speech” 8t_ﬂ.l hit like

|

[
|
|
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a4 Tipie solarplexus “puncn. It de-
stroyed the old god but put up no new
one; it released old hates and habits of
obedience but drew no fresh limits of
authority. The result was that its in-
tended beneficiaries overreacted, and
the doubters and conservatives in the
Soviet leadership pressed Khrushchev /
to reverse it,

The “thaw” froze and domestic im-
provements were checked. In its for-
eign counterpart, Khrushchev's effort
to relax the ties that bound other Com-
munist countries to Moscow, there was
a similar reaction.

To relieve the strain on Soviet re.
sources and to get around the Western

roadblock to Soviet advarce, Khrush-
chey had extended a policy of relaxa-
“tion towards the outside world. He had
tried to put a smile on Russia's grim
visage. Hence his and Bulganin's show-
boat trips to Britain, to the Indian sub-
continent and Commmunist China. "'
This went so far as the Gemm
mit conference of 1955 attended by
‘President Eisenhpwer ‘on the basis of
'the hope that Khrushchev was sincere
in cutting back aggressive thrusts and
tending to affairs at home.
The same Soviet policy took Khrush-
- ¢chav to Yugeslavia in 1955 {c spologize
publicly to the maverick Communist
Marshal Tito for Stalin’s abuse of him.
But the fallout of the '“secret
speech” was extreme: A peaceful re-
volt” ag t Soviet dictation in Com-
izt Poland and a military revolt in
Communist Hungary.

A political solution was worked out
in‘ Poland whereby the country’s own
national path to socialism was recog-
nized by Khrushchev personally, in re-
turn for Poland’'s continued loyalty to
Soviet infernational goals,

But in Hungary Khrushchev finally
ordered Soviet troops o crush the re-
volt which his earlier apparent per-

veness had partially caused.

Typically, Xhrushchev's recovery
from his “Butcher of Budapest” label
was quick. Early in 1857, his press an-
nounced the first successful test of an
intercontinental missile elaimed by

any country. An even more vivid prop- ..

agand victory was scored with
Russia’s launching of the first man--
made earth satellite in October of that
year. Meanwhile, after the Suez crisis
of 1858, Khrushchey leapfrogged So-

! A "n‘H.Ld PO & A
vlet influence into the uuderdeveloped
world.

It seemed t.hlt Khrushchev’s Insist-
ence on ultimate, Soviet superiority—

will bury you,” he had boasted—
md strong leient!ﬂc and political foun-
dation.

I(hruuhchav was sure it had an eco-
nomic basis, too. In a characteristic
burst of exhilaration, he took aim on
the American standard of living and
vowed that the Soviet Union would
“overtake and surpass” the United
States soon in meat, milk and dairy
products and shortly thereafter in gen-
eral consumer affluence, These
pledges were later to become a meas-
ure of his economy’s shortfall. They

defined his goal of “goulash” commu-

nism.
It was in this comeback year of 1957

that Khrushchey vanquished his inter-

nal political opposition and it was soon
after that he made his cockiest for-
eign-policy challenge. Late in 1958, a
record grain harvest under his belt, he
gave the West a 6-month ultimatum
to get out of Berlin.

The United States got out of the eri-

sis, temporarily, by inviting Khrush-' .

chev for a visit. Having falled to win
the “hard” way in Berlin, Khrushchey
wanted the trip in arder to test a
softer policy tack. '

Khrushchev . alternately axuded
charm and bristled with toughness in
his United States tour of late summer,
1950. His meetings with President Ei- ,

- seniiower created the “Epirit-of-Camp -~

David,"” in which the prospects of in-
ternational relaxation seemed rosy.
But six months later an American
spy plane fell into the Soviet heart-
land. In the aftermath, down the drain

went a Paris summit conference, the

planned Eisenhower visit to the Soviet

Union and the hopes of detente, Ob-
viously, Khrushchev felt that he had
been let down by the Americans; his

in

Uninvited, Khrushchev returned to .

the United States in September, 1960,
to the United Nations.

While Britain’s Prime Minister Har-
old Macmillan was addressing the Gen-
eral Assembly on key world issues,
Khrushchey interrupted him four
times with heckling shouts and table-
thumping. For the delegates, it was the
most astonishing performance in the -
U.N.’s history. Many were left aghast,

He demonstrated similarly when °

U.N. Secretary General Dag Hammar-
skjold addressed the Assembly in op-

position to Khrushchev's - plan for °
converting the Secretariat into a -

“troika” of East, West and neutral rep-
resentatives, each with veto power.

At one- point, the leader of world

communism, oblivious to parliamen- °

tary decorum, took off his shoe, bran-
dished it at a _speaker, and then

rage came out in his press conference
Paris. i ' 1

-~



pounded it on his desk. PR d
Despite the campaign promises of
JohnspKeunedy to make the United
States a more formidable foe of Rus-
sia, Khrushchev gave him a breathing~
T i the first
Meeting the President for the 4
time in Vienna in June, 1961, Khrush-'
chev apparently decided he could roll
over him to an advantage in Berlin. .
His self confidence was vindicated by -
the American acceptance of the Berlin ~
wall, erected in August, but when ;
Khrushehev again gave the United
States a Berlin ultimatum, he found
that he had misjudged. L
President Kennedy responded with a
major military buildup  in Europe.
With American and Soviet tanks point-
ing down each other's muzzles, -
Khrushchey lifted his Berlin ultima-

"He broke off the slight consumer
favor and military demobilization that
he had begun and increased the Soviet''
military budget heavily, He broke too,
his two-year-ild promise to refrain
from unilateral nuelear tests, b}

Again ev had boldly tried -
to wring a concession from the West.
Again he had been overconfident,
Again his plan to benefit Soviet con
sumers had been dashed. :

Mr. Khrushchev, in the 22d congress
of the Soviet Communist Party in the '
fall of 1861, shifted his focus. He

Iaunched the Soviet Union on a 20-year
program, designed to carry it into the

nirvana of Marxism for which so many |

had dreamed (and for which so many "
millions had died)—actual ' “commu- -

nism” in fact as well as in name, in =

which the state, in theory, would
“wither away" a:l:lmaach would work
according to hisability -
_cording to his needs. © 0 ;
This was the first over-all p
since Lenin’s broad outline of Soviet
socialism in 1019, It was designed as
the capstone of Mr. Khrushchev's ca-
reer. To attempt to achieve it, how-
ever, required peace, not in the full
Western sense; but in pushing back the -
threat of thermonuelear war. . o
Khrushchev had long proclaimed his
belief in “peaceful coexistence,” a
state of nonmilitary competition in
which he believed the Soviet Union

See KERUSHCHEY, A21, Col 1

KHRUSHCHEV, From A20
would assert it superlority ‘oyer the
U.S. and capitalism, and its appeal to
the less developed countries.

To emphasize his sincerity and his
separation from the past, he
heaped new obloquy on his old politi-
cal enemies and removed Stalin’s body
from the Red Square mausoleum it
¢ had shared with Lenin’s.
. ' He was still to be plagued by his
~ own and the Soviet people’s memory
of his part in Stalin's crimes, This ten-
sion hetweer_:t' his past and his promise

P =t

- hever:ceaseu-tu wnaer ms-efforts to
bring the Soviet Union through a polit-
ical decompression chamber and re-
store it to a living state.

Nowhere was his path more crooked
than dealing with the arts, Here
Khrushchev’s untutored tastes and his
Party's stalwart compulsion for con-
trol conflicted with his desire to un-
leash the arts for de-Stalinization and
other ends, His propane . outburst
against “donkey tail” art in late 1962
uahe.red-_in a notable cultural freeze
hut, typically, he later relented and

allowed another thaw.

Mr. Khrushehev’s version of “peace-
ful coexistence” with the West
‘brought him into more nearly direct
‘collision than ever, before ‘with his
chief rival in the Communist world,

. Well back in the 1950s, an accumula-
tion of national, ideological and per-
sonal factors had made Sino-Soviet dif-

ferences a potential threat.

Basically, Khrushchev did not wish
to risk the Soviet Union’s strictly na-
tional interests of security and status
for the' benefit of the Chinese, He did
not want ‘to risk nuclear war and de:
struction for China, for revolutions
‘elsewhere or for the purity of Marxist
ideology. e PET g

Peking converted its feelings of be-
trayal and neglect into an intense per-
sonal challenge to Khrushchey on the
basis gf his allglged\dlltaste for the:
poor, for non-whites, fo ;
for Marxiam. - ._ r_-Ams and “

~Ehrusiichey had been -abile o muffle © "
ithe Chinese at world Communist meet. |
Jings in 1957 and 1960, Thereafter Pe.
king- stiffened and so, reluctantly did
Khrushchev, The rift erupted into full
view at the 1961 Party Congress, with

« Khrushchev sweepingly asserting Mos-

cow's claim to the leadership of world
tommunism, and it deepened further
in the Cuban missile crisis of October,
19025 'h IS i o
Khrushchev had secretly begun to
install - missiles in Cuba in order to
overcome Soviet strategic inferiority
and thereby give him the leverage he

" nieeded to “solve” his central problem

in Berlin and Germany,

On Oct. 186, aerial photos revealed to
President Kennedy that they were not

" the short-range defensive missiles pre-

viously suspected but medium-range

* missiles capable of- reaching many

American cities, On Oct. 22 Kennedy
publicly revealed Moscow's “secret
swift .and extraordinary buildup” and
announced a “strict guarantine on all .
offensive ‘military equipment under
shipment to Cuba.” Khrushchey had
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Khrushchev enjoyed meeting heads of state abroad or at home, He preseﬁtx de Ganlle a model of a Russian earth iatelll_te in
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Paris, embraces Kadar in Budapest, plays host to Macmillan in Moscow, and visits Tito in Yugoslavia.



forced the most serlous postwar nu
clear confrontation.

On Oct. 24, the Soviet Premier re-
called several Cuba-bound ships about
to be challenged by the American
Navy, and on Oct. 27 he sent Kennedy
two compromise letters, One proposed
that, in return for pulling Soviet mis-
siles out of Cuba, the U.S. should re-
move its missiles from Turkey; Ken-
nedy refused to respond to this offer.

To the second Khrushchev letter, ev-
idently containing signs of great per-
sonal stress, Mr. Kennedy replied that

- the proposals were “generally accept-
ble .as I understand them”—namely,
that Moscow would take its missiles
out of Cuba under U.N, observation and
the U)S. would agree not to invade
Cuba. Khrushchev was by then claim-
ing he had put the missiles in only to
forestall such an invasion. Though U.N,
observation never was implemented,
the U.S. did determine by its own intel-
ligence that the missiles were re-
moved.

Khrushchevy claimed a victory, say-

suggestion of his colleagues, went off |
on still another Bla¢k Sea vacation.
Most of his key personal aides were
out of Moscow, too, including his son-
in-law, Alexei Adzhubel, editor of the
_chief government paper Izvestia.

On Monday, Oct. 12, apparently free
nf suspicion, Khrushchey stood with
Soviet President Anastas Mikoyan and
engaged in typically Khrushchevian
banter with the three Soviet cosmo-
nauts sweeping overhead in Sunrise I,

That day, perhaps the next, the Par-
ty's elite Presidium met secretly in
Moscow, without Khrushchev, and de-
cided by a vote of 7 to 2 to unseat him,
(it is said.

On Tuesday an aroused Khrushchev
abruptly ended an appointment with a
visiting Frenchman and flew back to
the capital. He demanded—as he had
demanded when a Presidium majority
confronted him in 1957—that the 350-
man Central Committee be convened.
But this time his challengers were
ready for that tactic. ‘

Through the night into Wednesday,
Oct. 14, the Central Committee con-

-Another. Presidivm . memhber, Dmitri

ing he had preserved both peace and

the Cuban Communist regime, Wash-
ington saw victory in Khrushchev's re-
treat and in Berlin's continued safety.

But the Chinese claimed that
Khrushchev had been “adventurist” in
installing the missiles and “capitula-
tionist” in pulling them out. Sino-So-
viet relations slid with evermore bit-
terness down a slope whose bottom
wag not yet in sight,

‘As the numb of nuclear peril disap-
peared, both Khrushchey and his Amer-
ican counterpart came increasingly to
believe that a true watershed in human
history had been crossed.

Cuba proved, it was thought, that na-
tional disagreements could mo longer

- be solved by war, and that henceforth

it was vital to find at least limited
areas of agreement to reduce tensions
and make the world a safer place,

The main diplomatic upshot of this
consensus was the partial nuclear test-
ban treaty signed in Moscow in Au-
gust, 1063, Symbolizing Khrushchev's

commitment to nuclear sanity, it con-

Mikhail Suslov took up Khrush
handling of the conflict with Peking |
and his personal style of leadership.

Polyansky, supposedly discussed Khru-
shchev’s policies in agriculture. ' E
Khrushchev's frequent raurgmtza-““
tions of the various Party and “eco-
nomic bureaucracies had caused con-
cern, it was later leaked, and His spur-

of-the-moment{ bestowal nf Soviet med-

als and monies to Egyptian President
Nasser, and his tendency to rely on
son-in-law Adzhubei for various out-of-
channel missions, and his willingness
to eountenance personal publicity, and
his intention to visit West Gemmmy,
and . 4

It wasnt that Khrushchev had dune

anything so horrible, it seemed—his

sucecessors' emphasis on poliey continu-
ity made that fairly clear—but that he
had become too unsettling: his manner
made his subordinates wonder what
he'd be up to next, he bothered people,
he wasn't orderly. The new leaders had
a word for it, which kept popping up
in the veiled critiques which appeared
for a while in the press: “hare-

| Dbrained.”

The old man himself is said to have
conducted a vigorous defense. Some
reports say that he got 30 per cent of
the vote,

He retained some peripheral titles,
but Leonid Brezhnev succeeded him as
First Secretary and Alexei Kosygin as
Premier, They opened another era nf
“collective leadership” whose public
style was in purposeful contrast to the

chev's

siderably mellowed his reputation in
the outside world,

To accomplish his varlous dameat:c
tasks, he needed international ease.
This was particularly the case through
1963 as the Chinese intensified their
challenge and as a bad harvest forced
Khrushchev to buy American grain and
to embark on a long and costly farm
improvement program.

By 1964, Khrushchev, 70 years old,
seemed tired Work bored him. ln:
creasingly he fled the capital for travel
and rest.

More importantly, things weren't
clicking; the thickening dispute with
Peking promised only trouble—soon;
the previous year a sense of Soviet-
American momentum was proving dif- .
ficult to freshen; the growth rate of the |
Soviet economy had sagged to a post-
World War II low; the approach of the
next five-year plan was forcing particu-
larly sharp choices on where and how
to proceed.

It was in this atmosphere of per-
sonal and national fatigue that
Khrushchev, perhaps at the ulterior

- g V ]
g duct.e d m fanmtlc session By repo -l eputitent Khrushenev s.

Khrushchev himself dropped ntterly
from official view. He was given a.

| country home, a city flat, a car and the
| wherewithal

to make him thé country’s

_polling booth, at an art show—looking
worn and voicing nothing more than
banalities. It was murmered that he
was more frustrated by inactivity ﬂﬂm
angered by his loss of puwet'.. s

Only once did he emerge into Wast-
ern view with any of the old vinegar
—in a volume of reminiscences called
“Khrushchey Remembers"” which came
| out of the Soviet Union by devious

| channels and was published abroad
last year, Zest characteristically re-
stored by the opportunity to.tell his
own story, Khrushchev-remembered— —
selectively—a good many of the details
about his rise from country bumpkin
to Kremlin chieftain,

“I'm all for arresting people" he
cracked, but with
proach. " Ahout his own ouster in 1064,
and later events, he said virtually
nothing at all -

And so in his last ﬂnys he lan-
guished, this once-roaring man. Tough
enough to rattle rockets, and senti-
mental enough to dandle grandchil-
dren; ruthless enough to spill honest
men's blood, and courageous enough to
place man’s fate above all else; narrow
enough to make Soviet citizens pay for
the harsher aspects of Communist ide-
| ology, and broad enough to put before
them a vista of the good life: This was
Nikita Khrushchev.

“an honest ap-



An Appraisal: ‘Marked by a

"By Edward Crankshaw
Landon Observer

1f Khrushchev had died when he
was 60, in 1954, he would have passed
into deserved and unlamented obliv-

_jon. He would have been no more than
one of Stalin’s bully boys whose total
obedience and lack of scruples made
possible the destruction of the old Len-
inist party and the subjection of a
‘cowed and broken people fo a tyranny
of the bloodiest kind.

During the active years nf his life,.
from his joining of the 'Bolshevik
Party in 1918 at the age of 24, through
his rapid ascent of the. ladder.
until ‘the final scramble that brought =
him into Stalin’s immediate entourage
over the dead bodies of his comrades,
right up to his master’s death, he lmﬂi
held his own through, the exerc.ise of .
that ‘unpleasant, comblnauun “of §ye0- |

phancy and violénce that he' shared
with all his'colleagues: the only visible

distinguishing ik was & Sreax oL
reckless courage that drove him to ex-
pose himself in difficult assignments
and to win through by boldness of at-
tack while his rivals were counting on
his fall.

Two or three times under Stalin he
nearly came to grief, He was lucky
again to survive in high office when
his chief rival, Malenkov, backed at
first by Beria and others, took over,
when Stalin died. But within four
years, with the exercise of consum-
mate political skill, based in peasant
cunning, he had more or less pain- '
lessly destroyed the entrencﬁed and
formidable opposition.

He emerged, for all pracﬁeal “pur-
poses, as master of a refurbished So-
viet Union—having, in the course of the
struggle, risked shattering the whole
fabrie of the Communist world by his
exposure of some of Stalin's crimes.

. From then on, for the mnext seven °

s !{s sl g

years, he grew and expanded at a dizzy
rate to establish himself as an interna-
tional statesman able to lead the So-

-viet Union out of the Stalinist wilder-

ness and into some sort of communion
with the world outside. il

If he could have brought to bear on
internal Soviet problems the relative
freshness and openness of mind with
which he faced the complex challenge
of a global soclety of which he had

known next to nothing for the first 60

years of his life, he would have been a
very great atntesman

1f ‘he could have combined his dyna-
mlsm and courage with steadiness and
a methodical approach he would have

‘Kept his power until he died.

This was too much to ask. The very

qualities that enabled him to break out”

of the Stalinist paralysis called for a
recklessness, a refusal or inability to
think a problem through that did not
'go with stéddiness. fié was alile to ap-
proach the outer world with a fresh
eye precisely because, when he first
encountered it (at Belgrade in 1954) he
quickly realized he knew mnothing
about it and had everything to learn.
He was unable to bring an equiva-
lent curiosity to his contemplation of
the Soviet Union because he had in-
habited that closed system all his life
and thought he had nothipg to learn.
His achievement, great as it was, was
alsu, of course, severely limited by the
evil nature of his climb to power. Born
“the poorest of the poor, and having es-
caped from his peasant home fo better

.hf.msel!as a mechanic in the mines of

the Donbas, he had next to no formal
education. "After the Revolution the
simple certitudes of elementary Lenin-
ism or anticapitalism were enough for
him. Here was a gospel. This was the
way the world went. :

And it was a gospel that was to suf-

fice him until the end of hls“lﬂe ‘He
was never to seek to expand it or
deepen it, much less question it. His
later development. when he ‘amended

the Leninist canon to exclude war asa

necessary stage in the progress to-

* wards world revolution and to allow

the possibility that revolutions might

be achieved elsewhere by peaceful -

means, was a pragmatic response to .

certain new facts of l.lfe—nbove all the
atom bomb.

1t is very. mnch to be doubtedi.fhe
. ever realized the radical impo: e of
these amendments, or that he | ap-

preciated the inevitably
sequences of his denunciation of
lin. He was concerned above all not
with any theory, but with cleu'iug
away certain physical obstacles,
security and.physical developm
' the, Soviet Uninn-—with hlmself yery
firmly at the helm,

"It is hard to see how such a man
could nave been otherwise. Impatient-

of intellectuals, including revolutionary
intellectuals, he was a born of ac-
tion, priding himself on his grasp of
 the practical, a sort of human bull-
'dozer with a delicate eye for the main
chance, He did not begin to find him-
gelf until the civil war when, sent back
to the Donbas to help get'the mines
working again, he emerged as a man
with a will and great driving force, He
was precisely the sort of unquestioning
man with an iron fist that Stalin and
those close to him were locking for in
their drive to capture the party from
the emigre intellectaals.

It was to Kaganovich, whom he was
much later to vilify ‘and ruin, that
Khrushchev owed his swift prmnotlon
from the lowest level of the party ap-
paratus—first to Kiev, then to Moscow
in 1829, and very soon to the summit
of the Moscow party apparatus.

Now it was his task not only to put a

the
t of

1



Streak of Reckless Courage

decrepit capital into some' sort of stead. He saw with his own eVes the - crossed. Nevertheless, this little man, -
shape (including the rushed building sufferings of ordinary people and who had no feel for personal dignity,

of the Moscow Subway) but also
to make the whole Moscow region safe
for Stalin during the great purges of
the 1930s. It was now that he ¢ame to
work closely with Bulganin, at: the
head of the Moscow Soviet, with Mal-
enkov and with the villainous Yezhov,
who was to become head of the secret

police when the purges began to run
wild, « 1

In a word, Khrushchev was in the'

thick of things throughout this terrible
epoch. He survived and had his reward.

learned more about their lives than
any -of his Moscow  colleagues ever
knew. ' i
By the time he was called back to
Moscow in the winter of 1949 he had
been on his own for 11 years; he had a
more independent view and a greater
confidence in his own powers than
any of the men who had stayed close

to Stalin and been overshadowed by
_him. He started throwing his weight

about and speaking off the cuff as no-
body under Stalin had ever spoken.

achieved dignity on occasion by his

. very passion to upheld the dignity of
his country—and ?nce, ‘over-Cuba, by "'i[ |

his readiness to suffer humiliation in
the cause of peace. " -

He pushed the with China
(inevitable as it was to some degree)
too hard and too fast, with ruinous
consequences to the Communist cause.
He brought new ideas to Soviet domes-
tic problems, seeing the need to break
the Soviet Union out of Stalin's repres-
sive bonds and release initiative. But

he was Incapable of working out a con- =

His reward turned out to be the mak- Sooner or later he would have gone ' sidered, articulated plan‘—thus rushing |

ing of him, perhaps also his salvation.

too far and ruined himself; but Stalin ' from one badly-thought out panacea to

In 1938, he was made a candidate
member of the Politburo and was sent died intime, o o0 0
off to be Stalin’s viceroy 'in the This was the background, essentially
Ukraine, Such an exalted position -parochial though on awvast scale, of the

i

had only three more years to liveand

would never have come his way at that
time but for the fact that virtually the

man who was to emerge in late middle
life 'in all his ignorance onto the

whole of the Ukrdinian party eppara- = world stage and use évery weapon of

Yet, when all Is said, with all his

plunging he did no more harm fo the

economy than his successors have done
with all their caution—and he did
‘mueh more good for the spirit-of his

another and unsettling the economy, in '
y ;omeupectnqtﬂtedismaly- e

-

tus, led by men very senior to Khrush- * ‘cajolery, threat, deception, flattery, people. He opened windows (or broke A
chev, had been shot. He grasped his op- ' reason- and blackmail to advance the -them) to let in more light than }n fact, '
portunity with both hands, " “y.cause of the Soviet Union; to talk to' he knew how to bear.: RO b ot

* Now he was on' his own, away- Eisenhowér as an equal, patronize He was, that is to say, an anti-Stalin-

from the demoralizing atmosphere that Mac Millan, enchant Nehru, anathema- ist who npevertheless accépted  the
surrounded ' his Moseow colleagues § tize Mao Tse-tung. This was the man, premises on which the Stalinist regime

strutting about in Stalin’s shadow. His
essentially self-reliant spirit had a
chance to develop. He became a-boss
in his own right—boss of 40 million
souls.

Further, because the Ukraine bore
the brunt of the German' assault in
1941, he was caught up with the Army
machine as none of 'his Moscow col-
leagues were, He Was at the terrible
encirclement, at Kharkov, at Stalin-
grad, at the great battle of the Kursk
Salient that tore the heart out of the
German armies. He got on well with
the marshals and took their part
against interference from Moscow, and
this was to stand him later in good

f

also, who more than any other = had been based. He was part of that re-
achieved  some sort of constructive gimé, He wanted Stalinism without
working relationship between two hos- tears. Russia needed the sort of explo-
tile worlds, &+ . sion he alone dared invite.

He never, of course, hroke away It was easy enotgh to see why, in
from his past. He never saw that in the end, his inferior colleagues ganged
condemning Stalin for his crimes up against him. One hoped that after a
against the party he was really con- pause for breath they would set to
demning the party for its crimes work to bring order”into a house with -
against the people, Even while he was open . windows. Instead they utn;ted
genuinely seeking coexistence he closing windows, and instead of order
thought until it was too late (until after they contrived stagnation. Khrush-
the Cuban fiasco, that is) that he could chev's achievement may be measured
have things both ways: that he could in part by the failure of his successors
achieve a military detente while pursu- to bring forward new ideas. Another
ing bitter ideological warfare; measure is that coexistence, no longer

Bt L T

He still lapsed into bullying when a favorite word, is still a firm reality. -

-
t




