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Books' 1 

• It needs to be 'said "first 
about Khrushchev IleMem-

bers, Nikities• own marvel-
ously Juicy „and" revealing,. 
story, that it I is in fact his'':  
story. Any. lingering., doubt 
that L had about its authen-
ticity was • utterly :dissipated . 
by •his report 	his first. 
trip to Moscow:---made at age ' 
31, by the-way, This blimp-
kin from the Ukraine, who 
was later, of `course; to run 
the , whole ; "Cpuntry,-; to be 
"the Kremlin," couldn't find 

it: "The first morning 'after 
we got to Moscow ,Ifor ':a; 
Party Congress] .1 tried lo 
take a' ",streeteair':,tiv ..;the 
Kreralik'but I 	knoW 
which nuinber 	takb and 

. ended -up,/ffittingloat" His 
,follinvitp; however, was beau.' 
Ohl: "Front then on' I Woke 
up early and walked to- the 
,Kremlin. -.1t, took lougeri,but 
at least kerne& my way 
around. I even skikied break-

' fast in order to be•sgre of ar-
riving in time to ::get' a good 
seat." That'little anecdote, 
I submit,' entirelY obviates 
any further requirement to 
measure the credentials of 
the book. 	• 

it is 
. 	

tips 
of Spliced 	 why 
Life, which first 'published " 
excerpts; and Little, Brown 
do not tell-nuke- about this 
process is.:Mystifying and it 
ritating. Occasional' refer-
ences to unanticipated, midi.' 
ence 	explicit the 
peicit purpose • of any me- 

ho: ports oj S 

morist=the desire to tell his 
side ;of the storil Thr(nigh-
40 . the ..boolc you ..keeP-ask- 
Ingwhat part of 'the.. MIS' 
.0011L,  Pd due..14 Khrushchev's 
own. narrowness. of outlook 
and.t• self-serving discretion 

• ("I've:111*os tOund," he says 
about Seviet .inarshals,!4.hat 
you can't can't expect.. an °Wee-
t.ive•7•:  -analysis • •of "-a battle 
frontsomeone. who acutally.  
took: -part' in lt"),'"iind.' what 
part of the omissions is due 

". to the KGBnickb who. seem to 
have ' supervised the  dis- 

••••—• 

•  

'1:Pdttagrian and St. Franc 
played by me" . 

patch of the tapes to 
West 

The answer IS never clear 
but 	own sense of it is 
.that Ithrushchev did Most of 
ills own'censoring More hn-* 
pertantly, the reader is not 
nagged by a suspicion that' 
this is a •heavily censored•  
book. It tells enough, and 

•- the idiom is fresh enough, to • 
stand ,on its own. 

The -great seeming Pali-
dos of Khruschev's life has 
always been how one of Sta-
lin's undeniably bloody- 

• • 

• 

the, ,handed . apparatchiks 	, 
beeoine; after the. tyrant's-. 
death in 1953,,-it man so you- 

, 

rageous and humane that he 
,dared . expose 	Stalin's• 
crimes, first and foremost in 

.,: his "Secret Speech" to '.a 
Party Congress in 1956: (In 
this book, Khrushchev for 
the first time acknowledges 
that speech.) 

• It should be noted that 
the' rnemorirs, issued from 
the enforced tranquillity of .  

See BOOKS, CS, Ca. 4 



Khrushchery theroronezh Front, July, 1943: 
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ing 'Para O
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 one 0- Stalin:ill ,undeniably bloodyIanded, 
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A
pparatchikk:C

ould, becom
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19$3 a m
an
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y
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 G
reat 1Vlan 

B
O

O
K

S, F
rom

 C
l 

retirem
ent, , are ,incO

m
para- 

b
ig sm

aller in
 p

erson
al an

d
 

p
o
litica

l im
p

o
rta

n
ce th

a
n

 
th

at sP
eack

 d
eliV

ered
 as it 

w
as in

 circu
m

stan
ces of .un-

piiralleled • drains.' and P
er: 

son
e risk

. H
ere th

e' b
ook

's 
valu

e is- to sh
ow

- h
oW

 u
n

: 
characteristic it w

ould have 
been for a rough, son of the 
P

arty, com
pletely" Steeled to 

the "class struggle"' and ex= 
trem

ely am
bitious; -to chat=

 
len

ge S
talin

's p
u

rges ("
th

e 
m

eat-m
incer"). "SuddenlY

 
got a call sayin

g.th
at Y

aros-
la

y
sk

y
 h

a
d

 to
 b

e b
ro

u
g
h

t 
d

ow
n

. T
h

is ord
er w

as very 
hard on:m

e personally, but 
h

ad
 to , ob

ey."
 lie •d

id
 th

e 
dirty w

ork as, h
e on

ce h
ad

 to 
d

an
ce th

e-  G
opak for Stalitiz. 

"
It w

asn
't very easy for m

e: 
B

u
t: I d

id
 it an

d
 .I ,tried' to 

k
eep

 a p
leasan

t exp
ression

; 
on

 m
y fate."

 	
, 	

• , 
O

ften, K
hrusehev says,114-. 

tried
 to soften

 th
e b

low
s, b

y 
stick

in
g u

p
 for. M

en
 ,w

h
om

 
he felt to be w

rongly ageused 
an

d
 even

 b
y In

terced
in

g d
i-, 

rectly w
ith Stalin. B

y far his 
m

ost difficult test cam
e after 

the w
ar w

hen he w
as ruining 

th
e U

k
rain

e at a tim
e of ,tev

 
rib

le fam
in

e. S
talin

, h
e says, 

accu
sed

 h
im

 of b
ein

g "
soft-

b
ellied

"
 for tryin

g, for la.. 
stan

ce, to let farm
ers k

eep
 

som
e grain

 for th
e n

eat sea-
son

's seed
 in

stead
 of givin

g 
it' all to th

e state for d
ish

i-
b

u
tion

 elsew
h

ere. Y
et it w

as  

n
ot 

r
  m

u
ch

 a
 co

n
flict o

f 
d

u
ty

 a
n

d
 sy

m
p

a
th

y
 th

a
t 

K
h

ru
sh

ch
ev felt in

 h
im

self, 
a
s a

 d
ifficu

lt a
ssig

n
m

en
t 

w
hich he perform

ed nonthe-
less.  

S
im

ila
rly

, in
 resp

ect to
 

' th
e p

u
rges, h

e h
ad

 n
o real 

ob
jection

 to S
talin

's p
ow

er, 
on

ly to its m
isu

se. "
I'm

, all 
fo

r a
rrestin

g
 p

eo
p

le,"
 h

e 
says, but w

ith "an honest ap-
proach." 

In
 th

ese m
a

tters a
s in

 
every, oth

er. K
h

ru
sh

ch
ev's 

view
 of S

oviet com
m

u
n

ism
 

and 'the concentration of ar-
b

itrary p
ow

er—
W

h
ich

 w
as 

an
d

 is its essen
ce—

is ab
so-

lu
tely

 u
n

critica
l. T

h
ere is 

not a second thought, except 
on

 im
p

lem
en

tation
, in

 th
e 

w
h

ole b
ook

. E
ven

 h
is p

lea 
for allow

in
g S

oviet citizen
s 

to d
om

e an
d

 go across th
e 

b
o

rd
ers a

s th
ey

 p
lea

se is 
tem

p
ered

 b
y

 a
n

 in
n

a
tely

 
R

u
ssian

 con
d

ition
—

to "
in

-
trod

u
ce as m

u
ch

 freed
om

 as 
th

e m
 a

t er i a
l conditions 

1 tootdd perm
it. 

K
h

ru
sch

ev's store's ab
ou

t 
life in Stalin's court are „Jab- 

ulous. T
he courtiers, him

self 
included; w

ere' 'tem
porary 

people"—
perfect phrase. 

T
he first part of this book 

- is called
 , "

F
rom

 th
e C

oal 
M

ines to the K
rem

lin" and 
th

e secon
d

 startin
g on

 p
age 

355 an
d

 coverin
g th

e p
ost, 

S
talin

 p
eriod

 (b
u

t w
ith

 n
o 

m
en

tion
 of in

tern
al affairs), 

"
T

h
e,' W

orld
 O

u
tsid

e."
 It 

-m
ig

h
t b

etter • h
a

v
e b

een
  

called
 !T

h
e E

d
u

cation
 of N

i; 
k

ite K
h

ru
sh

ch
ev.° H

e m
en

- 
tions.

 th
 h

 d
id

n
't sta

r
t 

seein
g foreign

 p
olicy m

ated
-

als u
n

til th
e K

orean
 W

ar. 
E

ven:then lie W
as startlingly,  

n
aive, n

ot recogn
izin

g, for - 
in

sta
n

ce, th
a
t th

e rea
so

n
.  

S
talin

 w
ith

d
rew

 S
oviet ad

-
viser* 'from

: the' N
orth B

o- . 
rean

 - arm
y on

ce; it got in
 

trou
b

le in
 th

e S
m

ith
 w

as b
e- . 

cau
se S

talin
• d

id
n

't w
an

t to 
have , his m

en captured and 
th

u
s' h

is p
o

licy
 

.com
pro- 

- 	
t  

It is stu
n

n
in

g -  to
 rea

d
 

w
h

at im
p

ortan
ce • K

h
ru

sh
-

ch
ev (an

d
 p

resu
m

ab
ly oth

- 
ers) read

 in
to stick

 a zippy. 
b

u
t -trivial even

t as 'T
ru

-, 
m

an's rebuke to W
ashington 

P
ost-  m

u
sic

 c
r
itic

 P
a

u
l 

H
u

m
e, w

h
o h

ad
 criticized

 
M

argaret's singing. "T
hat in- 

cident ,  sh
in

e, "
 K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev 
w

rites, "
told

 u
s som

eth
in

g 
ab

ou
t T

ru
m

an
's statesm

an
-

sh
ip

 to
 sa

y
 n

o
th

in
g

 o
f h

is 
su

itab
ility for se im

p
ortan

t 
a
 post as , the P

residency of 
th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates."
: H

e rec-
ord

s h
is su

rp
rise to find E

i-
.senhow

er aide N
elSon R

ock-
efeller, a

t G
en

v
a

 in
 1

9
5

5
, 

dressed _4:fairly • dem
ocrati- 

cally." 	
-
'
 

- K
h

ru
sh

ch
ev • n

ever sh
all-

cloned the total- certitude of 
h

is ow
n

 sid
e's righ

tn
ess in

 
an

y. in
tern

ation
al d

isp
u

te. 
N

or 'did he ever step outside 
theffam

ew
ork O

f perception 

in
 • w

h
ich

 all foreign
 p

olicy 
w

as a refraction
 of th

e class 
stru

ggle. H
is R

u
ssian

 farm
 

• bo
y
's in

ferio
rity

 co
m

p
lex

 
a
n

d
 a

w
e o

f city
 slick

ers 
n

ever left h
im

. Y
et K

h
ru

sh
-

c
h

e
v

 "
le

a
r
n

e
d

 h
is w

a
y

 
around." 

In
 th

e B
erlin

 crisis o
f 

1961, he sensed that because 
th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s- h
a

d
 

m
oved

 its tan
k

s u
p

 first, it 
"

w
ou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 in
 a d

iffi-
cult m

oral position" to m
ove 

th
em

 b
ack

 first. S
o h

e or-
d

ered
 S

o
v
iet ta

n
k

s w
ith

-
draw

n, expecting the A
nieri-

cans to follow
 suit in 20 m

in-
u

tes (after ch
eek

in
g for, or-

d
ers), a

s th
ey

 d
id

. A
n

d
 in

 
th

e C
u

b
a
n

 m
issile crisis, 

w
h

ich
 h

e cou
n

ts as an
 u

n
al-

lo
y

ed
 S

o
v

iet su
ccess , 

C
a

u
se h

e felt h
e'd

 sa
v

ed
 

C
u

b
a, h

e k
ep

t con
trol an

d
 

d
id

 w
h

at h
ad

 to b
e d

on
e to 

avert w
ar. 

K
b

ru
sh

ch
ev's b

ook
 en

d
s 

w
ith a plea for open borders 

an
d

 a criticism
 of th

e "
n

ew
 

trend of m
ilitary overspend-

' in
g."

 It - is fascin
atin

g; to 
sp

ecu
late h

ow
 th

in
gs w

ou
ld

 
b

e tod
ay if h

e h
ad

 n
ot b

een
 

ousted In 1964. P
ersO

nally, I 
a
m

 fu
ll o

f reg
ret th

a
t h

e 
w

as bounced. "N
obody's per-,  

feet,"
 h

e says in
 h

is b
ook

, 
"

I'm
 n

o sain
t m

yself."
 B

u
t 

h
e w

a
s in

 h
is w

a
y

 a
 g

rea
t 

m
an. 


